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Bob’s World 


Dear Fans: 


Welcome to the third annual edition of Bob Griese’s College Football 
Preview! We've had a lot of fun putting together this year’s magazine 
despite all the last-second injuries, roster moves and schedule changes, 
and we hope you like it. 

You’d think while working on a college football preview magazine 
that the first question from fans and writers nationally would be, “Who 
are you picking No. 1 this year?” But truth be known, it seems the ques- 
tion everybody asks is, “Just how much does Bob participate in the 
process?” Many folks assume that just because Bob is a celebrity that his 
input is minimal. That couldn’t be further from the truth. Bob is passion- 
ate about college football, and this magazine is representative of that. 
Not only does he research all of the teams and potential All-America 
candidates, but he helps select the stories, the predicted orders of finish 
and all-conference teams for every conference, writes his introductory 
notes with Miami sportswriter Gary Long and conducts a personal inter- 
view each year with the defending national champion coach, this year 
being Florida’s Steve Spurrier. It’s a pleasure working with Bob thanks to 
his enthusiasm, professionalism and input—we wouldn’t want it any 
other way. 

But Bob’s effort is just the tip of the iceberg. We've lined up college 
football writers from some of the best newspapers around the country, 
and our hard-working staff of editors and designers including Scott 
Burton, Raymond Harper, Catherine Doyle, Duke Anderson, Brian 
Buchanan and Anthony D’Elia have put in plenty of overtime to deliver 
what we feel is the most complete, most detailed, most fun-to-read col- 
lege football preview around. 

This year is also important because this magazine joins the outstand- 
ing stable of magazines at Petersen Publishing Company, publishers of 
SPORT Magazine, Pro Basketball Action and annual Petersen’s Pro 
Football and Petersen’s Pro Basketball previews. We’re also proud to have 
added Dick Vitale’s College Basketball Preview featuring yet another guy 
who is passionate about his sport, college hoops. Look for all of our 
magazines in the Petersen SPORT Preview Series; Dick’s magazine hits 
newsstands on October 18, and you can find the pro basketball preview 
on September 9. 

Again, thanks for joining us for the 1997 college football season. Of 
course reader feedback is important to us, so drop us a line. This year we 
added an Internet address on all the full-page team previews thanks to a 
note from a reader, so your opinions do matter to us. Write us at Bob 
Griese’s College Football, 110 5th Ave., 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10011. 


We look forward to hearing from you. 
_ st 
02 


Norb Garrett 
Executive Editor, 
Bob Griese’s College Football Preview 
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Peyton Manning’s Decision to Stay 
in School Keeps Vols in National Picture 


EYTON MANNING SAID, “SHOW 
me the money... next year.” 
Well, he didn’t actually say 
that. But that was the refresh- 
ing message. 

By choosing to remain for his senior sea- 
son at Tennessee, former New Orleans 
Saints QB Archie Manning's rangy, rifle- 
armed son managed to instill a rare ele- 
ment of purity amidst the annual rush by 
the more heralded college juniors to the 
NFL and the bank... tawdry agents shoving 
all the way. 

Manning would likely have been the 
first player drafted, at worst the second. 
And he admitted that finances entered his 
thinking. “Twenty-five, 30 million,” he 
mused. “I’m human. I looked at the money. 
[But] I’m hoping the money’s there next 
year, too, the good Lord willing I stay 
healthy.” 

His decision obviously tips the balance 
of power nationally, keeping the Vols 
among the projected elite, and tilts presea- 
son Heisman Trophy speculation to the 
Deep South again. The Heisman is proba- 
bly Manning’s to lose. His father finished 
third and fourth in Heisman voting in 
back-to-back seasons at Ole Miss. 

Maybe neither money nor potential for 
the college game’s most prized awards 
weighed most heavily in Peyton Manning’s 
thinking. Maybe he simply didn’t want to 
sell any part of his youth. 

He’s 21 years old. You only go through 
this stage of your life once. Why rush into 
adulthood and the pressures that can exact 
a heavy toll? Taking the opposite tack cer- 
tainly did nothing to enhance the career 
prospects of one of Manning’s Tennessee 
predecessors, Heath Shuler. 


Who Replaces Danny Boy? 

The only reason Florida Coach Steve 
Spurrier had even one scholarship quarter- 
back in spring practice is that true freshman 
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Jess Palmer from Ontario, Canada, graduat- 
ed from high school in December. 

The Gators’ other two candidates this 
fall are Noah Brindise, a non-scholarship 
senior, and Doug Johnson, who as a true 
freshman last fall attempted 27 regular-sea- 
son passes. 

Compounding the situation is the fact 
that Johnson, not on scholarship because 
he has a pro baseball contract, was obligat- 
ed to the new Tampa Bay Devil Rays to 
play in their farm system from May 1 to 
Aug. 1. That precluded any chance he 
could work out during the summer months 
with the receivers who must replace Reidel 
Anthony and Ike Hilliard. 

Doesn’t shape up as a winning formula 
for successfully defending the Southeastern 
Conference championship, does it, let 
alone a national title. But Spurrier, blessed 


to have Danny Wuerffel at the controls for 
almost four seasons, relishes the challenge. 
“I’m looking forward to it,” he said. 

Tuck these nuggets away for November 
recall: In nine of his 10 seasons as a college 
head coach, three at Duke and seven at 
Florida, Spurrier’s quarterback has led the 
conference in passing, and in all 10, his 
passing offense has ranked in the top 10 
nationally and one of his receivers has led 
the conference in touchdown receptions. 

The overriding question isn’t whether 
Spurrier will find a quarterback who can 
become efficient in his sophisticated 
scheme. It’s whether that quarterback has 
the thick skin to cope with Spurrier’s 
demands and prickly style. 


No Guts, No Glory 


Texas’ season and pride—and Florida’s 


then-dim national championship aspira- 
tions—swung on one nervy play call by 
Longhorns Coach John Mackovic and its 
execution by mercurial quarterback 
James Brown. 

Texas, process-of-elimination graduate 
of the Big 12’s South division in the confer- 
ence’s first playoff game, pulled off a gem 
that will be as identified with the 1996 sea- 
son as the Kordell Stewart “Hail Mary” to 
Michael Westbrook for Colorado's victory 
over Michigan is with the 1994 season. 

Prohibitive underdogs, the Longhorns 
nursed a 30-27 lead with 2:16 remaining 
and faced a fourth down from their own 28- 
yard line, needing inches for a first down. 

Most viewers probably had the same 
thoughts as Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne 
when Texas lined up to run a play from 
scrimmage. 

“I thought they would try to freeze us, to 
get us to jump off-side,” Osborne said. “I 
was surprised a little when they snapped 
it... | was really surprised when the quarter- 
back rolled out... and | was even more sur- 
prised when he threw it.” 

Mackovic, who had been staying one 
step ahead of the sheriff all day in his 
play-calling, had scouted how 
Nebraska coordinator Charlie 
McBride's defense crowded the line of 
scrimmage on short-yardage plays. 


Mackovic called for a bootleg left, and 
Brown made the corner. 

The first down was there if Brown ran. 
But he saw tight end Derek Lewis free and 
passed, which must've sent Mackovic’s 
heartbeat rate off the scale. Lewis made the 
reception, however, and sprinted 61 yards 
to the Nebraska 11. The Longhorns scored 
from there. That play helped knock 
Nebraska out of a Sugar Bowl date with 
Florida State and gave Florida a rematch. 

Mackovic, incidentally, rebuffed over- 
tures by New England and New Orleans to 
coach in the NFL. Life is good where he is. 
The state of Texas has an abundance of 
high school talent, the weather is fine... 
and the money's not bad, either. 


Sue the Schedule Maker 

Just what the world needs, more 
litigation. 

Western Athletic Conference 
Athletic Director Karl Benson, miffed 
late last season by the almost inevitable 
exclusion of either Brigham Young or 
Wyoming from one of the Bowl 


Alliance's three 
showcase games, 
hinted at legal 
action. 

As it turned 
out, BYU edged 
Wyoming in a 
thrilling WAC playoff 
game, 28-25 in overtime, 
but settled for a Cotton Bowl bid and a 
comeback 19-15 victory over the Big 12’s 
Kansas State. 

The WAC, the expanded league that 


stretches across five time zones from 


opted to stay in school and in so 
doing placed the Vols back in 
the title picture. 
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James Brown and Texas provided one of 
last year’s most memorable moments by 
defeating Nebraska. 


Houston [Rice] to Hawaii, does in fact 
entertain audiences with pinball offense 
versus missing-in-action defense. What 
LaVell Edwards has achieved at BYU over 
the years is especially admirable. The 
Cougars usually can line up respectably 
against anyone. 

But even with a 13-1 record, BYU hada 
tough selling job. Check the polls after the 
victory over Wyoming and before the 
bowls. The Cougars had played only one 
other team ranked at that point, 
Washington, and lost. 


Easy Target But Misunderstood 

Movement toward a true college foot- 
ball playoff is glacier-like at best. College 
presidents still reveal no inclination to 
endorse one. 

That makes the Bowl Alliance, imper- 
fect but improving with each revision, the 
target of everyone who will settle for noth- 
ing less than an NFL-like windup to the 
college season. 

What often is lost in the translation, 
however, is that the Bow! Alliance’s goal, 
first and foremost, is to present the closest 
approximation to a national championship 
game the limited system permits. 

After that, the bowls must make the most 
marketable matches they can, which is why 
the at-large invitations in the three-game 
rotation went to Nebraska and Penn State. 

That said, there can be no doubt that 
the alliance has eroded the bowl system at 
the gate. Attendance in 13 of 18 bowls was 
lower last December and January than two 
years earlier, before the current three-year 
arrangement was struck. 

The Orange Bowl, even with high-pro- 
file Nebraska matched against Big East 
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champion Virginia Tech, had its smallest 
crowd in almost 50 years, 51,212. 


Tie One On 


Nine 1995 college football games ended 
in ties. Twenty-six 1996 games went into 
overtime. 

On balance, the innovation was a 
remarkable success. No one could legiti- 
mately complain about the excitement 
generated for fans and TV audiences. 

But naturally some retain reservations 
about a system in which teams alternate 
possessions starting at the opponent’s 25- 
yard line until one has outscored the other 
with an equal number of opportunities. 
Some coaches complain that the game 
gets dragged out too long. Two games, in 
‘act, became four-overtime marathons. But 
the average for the 26 extra-frame games 
was 1.5 overtimes. 

Records, in truth, can become extremely 
distorted. What's to prevent a quarterback 
rom passing for three or four TDs in extra 


FORGET ME N 
(Players coming off injury) 


RB Wasean Tait, Toledo 

QB Charley Batch, E. Michigan 

LB Sam Cowart, Florida St. 

WR Jammi German, Miami 

RB Rashan Shehee, Washington 
DE/LB Leonard Little, Tennessee 

WR Az Hakim, San Diego St. 

DB/KR R.W. McQuarters, Oklahoma St. 
RB Tarik Smith, California 


READY-FOR-PRIMETIME 
PLAYERS 


(if you haven't heard these names before, 
watch out. 1997 is their year to shine.) 


QB John Hessler, Colorado 
QB Charley Batch, E. Michigan 
QB Jon Denton, UNLV 

QB Brock Huard, Washington 

QB Ryan Leaf, Washington St. 

QB Branndon Stewart, Texas A&M 
RB Tavian Banks, lowa 

RB Fred Taylor, Florida 

RB Edgerrin James, Miami (Fla.) 
RB Sedrick Irvin, Michigan St. 

RB DeAngelo Evans, Nebraska 
RB J.R. Redmond, Arizona St. 

WR David Boston, Ohio St. 

WR Randy Moss, Marshall 

WR Laverneous Coles, Florida St. 
WR Mishall Wiley, Ohio St. 

WR Peter Warrick, Florida St. 

WR R Jay Soward, USC 

LB Brandon Short, Penn St. 


sessions given the advantage of that field 
position? Defensive coordinators obviously 
can't be delighted about the prospect of 
playing to a 17-17 tie and then having 
another 20 points rung up in overtimes. 

Offenses certainly tend to attack differ- 
ently when each possession begins 25 yards 
from the goal. And the clubs with the supe- 
rior special teams, as Virginia had last year, 
certainly lose that advantage. 

Playing to a decision is preferred. But we 
still would not object to a sudden-death 
playoff in normal game flow as long as each 
team was guaranteed at least one possession. 

The football rules committee did make 
this concession after studying the overtime 
tule’s 1996 impact: After two overtimes, 
two-point conversion attempts after touch- 
downs will become mandatory. 


New Cast for Katzenmoyer 

Andy Katzenmoyer, everybody's high 
school All-American, became an instant 
monster in the middle at Ohio State last 
fall. His press clippings at Westerville 
(Ohio) High strained belief. Katzenmoyer 
lived up to them. 

At 6-foot-4 and 250 pounds, he was a 
wrecking ball for what would have been a 
national championship defense if Ohio 
State could have broken that psychological 
hammerlock Michigan applied for the sec- 
ond consecutive season. 

But when Katzenmoyer 
looks around this fall, he may wonder 
where all his buddies went. Among the 
battle-tested seniors who eased his transi- 
tion were ends Mike Vrabel and Matt 
Finkes, linebacker Greg Bellisari, corner- 
back Shawn Springs and safety Rob Kelly. 

Katzenmoyer, as talented as he is, must 
be wary of trying to do his job plus every- 
one else’s as Ohio State replaces eight 
defensive starters in all. 


ines up and 


New Coach, New Chance 

Had Lou Holtz rernained at Notre Dame, 
Ron Powlus wouldn’t have. Holtz, entertain- 
er, motivator and superb big-game coach, 
remained an advocate of the option power 
running game that never fit his quarterback. 

Powlus definitely was not ready for the 
NEL. He does have talent, though, evident in 
a Notre Dame career-record 42 touchdown 
passes. Still, he probably was a better passer 
when he first arrived at Notre Dame than he 
is now. His mechanics need work, and Holtz’s 
system wasn’t going to extract Powlus’s best. 

Bob Davie, new custodian of the Golden 
Dome program, has hired ex-Purdue boss 
Jim Colletto as his offensive coordinator. 
He also enticed Mike Sanford away from 
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USC to tutor Powlus. Obviously, steps are 
being taken to tailor at least a sizable chunk 
of Notre Dame’s offense to Powlus’ passing 
in his final season. What remains to be seen 
is how quickly and efficiently a new staff 
can make the transition. 

Davie also imported Michigan defensive 
coordinator Greg Mattison, with whom he 
worked at Texas A&M, to take over the 
Irish defense. Even the stadium, or at least 
the expansion part, is new at Notre Dame. 


Extra Points 

© Watch out for North Carolina. Coach 
Mack Brown returns the nucleus of the 
stingiest defense in Division 1-A (10.0 
points per game allowed). It features line- 
backer Brian Simmons and cornerback 
Dre’ Bly, spectacular as a freshman with 13 
interceptions. Quarterback Chris Keldorf 
will direct a rebuilding offense. 

* Can Wisconsin Coach Barry Alvarez 
rebuild an offensive line depleted by the loss 
of seven fifth-year seniors, each of whom 
packed more than 300 pounds? Can he even 
find seven guys who outweigh earth-shaking 
260-pound fullback Ron Dayne? 

© The 1996 season was one to make the 
Pentagon proud. Army finished 10-2 after 
an Independence Bowl loss to Auburn. 
Navy capped a 9-3 season with an Aloha 
Bowl upset of California. And Air Force's 
6-5 record did include a stunning overtime 
upset of Notre Dame on hallowed Irish turf. 
* Colorado will miss quarterback Koy 
Detmer, of course. But remember this: 
ohn Hessler passed for 348 yards and five 
touchdowns in his first career start at 
Oklahoma two years ago and earned Big 
Eight player of the week honors against 
both Texas A&M and Oklahoma. Plus, 
Rick Neuheisel has capably extended pre- 
decessor Bill McCartney’s knack for reload- 
ing with talent-laden recruiting classes. 

* Gerry DiNardo has re-energized 
Louisiana State's program, and though a 
monster schedule will make it difficult to 
match last year’s 10-2 regular season, tail- 
back Kevin Faulk, quarterback Herb Tyler 
and a feisty defense make it possible. 
® The first family of college coaching keeps 
branching out. Tommy Bowden left broth- 
er Terry’s Auburn staff to take the head 
coaching position at Tulane. They are the 
sons of Florida State’s Bobby Bowden, 
whose son Jeff tutors FSU receivers. 
Somebody wrote that Tommy comes 
the godliest family in coaching and takes 
over a program without a prayer. Hl 


rom 


Gary Long covers college football for the 
Miami (Fla.) Herald. 


AND THE NOMINEES ARE... 


HEISMAN TROPHY 
(Outstanding College Football Player) 

1. Peyton Manning, OB, Tennessee: Spurned 
NFL big bucks for another collegiate season 
and chance to bring title to Tennessee and 
trophy for himself. 

2. Ricky Williams, RB, Texas: Not a more ver- 
satile back in the country. Williams led all Big 
12 backs in receiving last season. 
Explosiveness off the line of scrimmage 
allowed him to average 106 yards per game 
and a whopping 6.2 yards per carry. 

3. Donovan McNabb, QB, Syracuse: First 
team All-Big East selection in '96. 
Experienced leader with poise to augment 
physical skills. 

4. Charles Woodson, DB, Michigan: Dominant 
player on defense (second on Wolverines’ 
career fumbles return yards chart with 
eight). Big contributor on offense as a wide 
receiver. 

5. Robert Edwards, RB, Georgia: One of best 
runners to come into SEC. Strong, seemingly 
effortlessly effective. 

6. James Brown, QB, Texas: Has six career 
300+ yards passing games to his credit. Set a 
school record in 1996 with 82 consecutive 
pass attempts without an interception. 

7. Autry Denson, RB, Notre Dame: One-half 
of a potent Irish running game. Denson ranks 
16th on Notre Dame's career rushing chart 
and could move up to the number one slot if 
the junior averages 98.17 yards per game in 
his remaining 23 regular-season contests. 

8. Ron Powlus, QB, Notre Dame: The fifth- 
year standout led an Irish offense that 
racked up 37 points per game in ’96. Powlus 
currently ranks as ND's all-time leader in 
touchdown passes (43). 

9. Scott Frost, QB, Nebraska: Extremely 
accurate thrower who completed 104 of 200 
pass attempts and had just three picks. 

10. Pepe Pearson, RB, Ohio St.: Ten 100-yard 
games last season, his first as a starter. Was 
at his best against Notre Dame, gaining 173 
yards on 29 attempts. 


JIM THORPE AWARD 
(Outstanding Defensive Back) 


PLAYER SCHOOL 
1. Charles Woodson Michigan 
2. Deshea Townsend Alabama 
3. Donovin Darius Syracuse 


FRED BILETNIKOFF 
(Outstanding Wide Receiver) 


PLAYER SCHOOL 
1. Randy Moss Marshall 
2. D’Wayne Bates N’Western 
3. Phil Savoy Colorado 
BUTKUS AWARD 
(Outstanding Linebacker) 

_ PLAYER: SCHOOL 


1. Brian Simmons North Carolina 


2. Sam Cowart Florida St. 
3. Daryl Bush Florida St. 
DAVEY O’BRIEN 
(Outstanding Quarterback) 
PLAYER SCHOOL 

1. Peyton Manning Tennessee 
2. Chris Keldorf North Carolina 
3. Donovan McNabb Syracuse 
OUTLAND 

(Outstanding Interior Lineman) 
POS./PLAYER SCHOOL 

1. LT/Flozell Adams Michigan St. 
2. OL/Victor Riley Auburn 

3. C/Aaron Taylor Nebraska 
LOMBARDI 

(Outstanding Lineman) 
POS./PLAYER SCHOOL 

1. DE/Grant Wistrom Nebraska 

2. NT/Andre Wadsworth Florida St. 
3. DE/Michael Myers Alabama 
BETNARIK 

(Defensive Player of the Year) 
POS./PLAYER SCHOOL 

1. DB/Charles Woodson Michigan 

2. LB/Brian Simmons North Carolina 
3. DL/Grant Wistrom Nebraska 


30 Must-See Games 
(A Week-By-Week Look 
at This Year’s Best Games) 


Tennessee at UCLA 

Washington at BYU 

Sept. 13 Colorado at Michigan 
UCLA at Texas 

Sept. 20 Tennessee at Florida 

Auburn at LSU 

Nebraska at Washington 

Notre Dame at Michigan 

Notre Dame at Stanford 

Ohio State at Penn State 

Florida at LSU 

USC at Notre Dame 

Auburn at Florida 

Michigan at Michigan State 

Colorado at Texas 

USC at Washington 

Florida State at N. Carolina 

Michigan at Penn State 

LSU at Alabama 

Notre Dame at LSU 

Auburn at Alabama 

Florida State at Florida 

Ohio State at Michigan 

UCLA at USC 

Nebraska at Colorado 

Texas at Texas A&M 

Syracuse at Miami 

Army vs. Navy 

@ E. Rutherford, N. 

Big 12 Championship Game 

@ San Antonio, Texas 

SEC Championship Game 

@ Atlanta, Ga. 


Sept. 6 


Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov.-8 


Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
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BOB GRIESE’S 1997 ALL-AMERICA TEAMS 


FIRST TEAM Offense 

POS. PLAYER YR. HT./WT. SCHOOL 

QB Peyton Manning Sr. 6-5/215 Tennessee 
RB Ricky Williams Jr. 6-0/225 Texas 

RB Curtis Enis Jr. 6-1/231 Penn St. 

RB Tavian Banks Sr. 5-11/195 lowa 

WR Randy Moss So. 6-5/210 Marshall 

WR D’Wayne Bates Sr. 6-1/208 Northwestern 
WR_ Phil Savoy Sr. 6-3/200 Colorado 

TE Alonzo Mayes Sr. 6-6/255 Oklahoma St. 
OL Flozell Adams Sr. 6-7/230 Michigan St. 
OL Victor Riley Sr. 6-5/232 Auburn 

OL Aaron Taylor Sr 6-1/305 Nebraska 

OL Benji Olson Jr. 6-4/300 Washington 
OL Paul Janus Sr. 6-5/287 Northwestern 
AP Allen Rossum Sr. 5-8/178 Notre Dame 
FIRST TEAM Defense 

POS. PLAYER YR. HT./WT. SCHOOL 

DL Grant Wistrom Sr. 6-3/250 Nebraska 

DL Andre Wadsworth Sr. 6-2/282 Florida St. 

DL Michael Myers Sr. 6-4/275 Alabama 

DL Leonard Little Sr. 6-3/236 Tennessee 
LB Brian Simmons Sr. 6-4/230 North Carolina 
LB Daryl Bush Sr. 6-2/230 Florida St. 

LB Sam Cowart Sr. 6-3/239 Florida St. 

LB Jason Chorak Sr. 6-4/250 Washington 
BB Charles Woodson Jr. 6-1/192 Michigan 

DB Donovin Darius Sr 6-1/204 Syracuse 

DB Anthony Poindexter Jr. 6-1/202 Virginia 

DB Deshea Townsend Sr. 5-10/170 Alabama 
FIRST TEAM Specialists 

K Phil Dawson Sr. 5-11/187 Texas 

P Jason Davis Sr. 6-0/215 Oklahoma St. 
SECOND TEAM Offense 

POS. PLAYER YR. HT./WT. SCHOOL 

QB Chris Keldorf Sr. 6-5/245 North Carolina 
RB RobertEdwards Sr. 6-2/208 Georgia 

RB RobertHolcombe Sr. 5-11/209 Illinois 

RB Pepe Pearson Sr 5-10/193 Ohio St. 

WR Marcus Nash Sr. 6-3/190 Tennessee 
WR Jacquez Green Jr. 5-9/170 Florida 

WR Joe Jurevicius Sr. 6-5/223 Penn St. 

TE Stephen Alexander Sr. 6-4/232 Oklahoma 

OL Eric Gohlstein Sr. 6-3/295 Ohio St. 

OL Olin Kreutz Jr. 6-4/290 Washington 
OL Jeff Saturday Sr. 6-3/280 North Carolina 
OL Chris Clevenger Sr. 6-8/290 Notre Dame 
OL Kyle Turley Sr. 6-6/305 San Diego St. 
AP = Tim Dwight Sr 5-9/190 lowa 
SECOND TEAM Defense 

POS. PLAYER YR. HT./WT. SCHOOL 

DL Greg Ellis Sr. 6-6/260 North Carolina 
DL Jason Peter Sr. 6-4/285 Nebraska 

DL Kailee Wong Sr. 6-3/260 Stanford 

DL Ed Chester Jr. 6-4/276 Florida 

LB Keith Brooking Sr 6-3/235 Georgia Tech 
LB Takeo Spikes Jr. 6-2/224 Auburn 

LB Ron Merkerson Sr. 6-3/255 Colorado 

LB AnthonySimmons Jr. 6-1/213 Clemson 

DB CODre’ Bly So. 5-10/180 North Carolina 
DB Shaun Williams Sr. 6-1/202 UCLA 
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DB Fred Weary Sr. 5-10/177 Florida 

DB Daylon McCutcheon Jr. §-11/175 usc 
SECOND TEAM Speciaiisis 

K Michael Reeder Sr. 6-0/162 TCU 

P Jim Wren Sr. 6-0/215 usc 
THIRD TEAM Offense 

POS. PLAYER YR. HT./WT. SCHOOL 
QB Donovan McNabb Jr. 6-1/208 Syracuse 
RB Autry Denson Jr 5-10/189 Notre Dame 
RB Ken Oxendine Sr 6-1/221 Virginia Tech 
RB Ron Dayne So. 5-10/250 Wisconsin 
WR E.G. Green Sr. 5-11/189 Florida St. 
WR Tony Simmons Sr. 6-2/201 Wisconsin 
WR Hines Ward Sr. 6-1/194 Georgia 

TE Cameron Cleeland Sr. 6-4/268 Washington 
OL Chad Overhauser Sr. 6-5/281 UCLA 

OL DeMingoGraham_ Sr. 6-4/300 Hofstra 

OL Kyle Murphy Sr 6-4/298 Arizona St. 
OL Phil Ostrowski Sr. 6-4/270 Penn St. 

OL Jason Fabini Sr. 6-7/320 Cincinnati 
AP Kevin Faulk Jr 5-10/192 LSU 
THIRD TEAM Defense 

POS. PLAYER YR. HT./WT. SCHOOL 

DL Derrick Ransom Sr. 6-4/289 Cincinnati 
DL Ryan Olson Sr. 6-2/255) Colorado 
DL Chuck Wiley Sr 6-4/274 Lsu 

DL BrandonWhiting Sr. 6-3/280 California 
LB Ike Reese Sr. 6-3/222 Michigan St. 
LB Andy Katzenmoyer So. 6-4/250 Ohio St. 

LB Kory Minor Jr. 6-2/225 Notre Dame 
LB JohnnyRutledge Jr. 6-2/224 Florida 

DB Damon Moore Jr. 5-11/195 Ohio State 
DB Kato Serwanga Sr. 6-0/195 California 
DB Tony Parris Sr 5-11/205 Washington 
DB Duane Starks Sr. 5-10/175 Miami 
THIRD TEAM Speciciisis 

K Kyle Bryant Sr. 5-7/180 Texas A&M 
P Jesse Kosch Sr 6-0/185 Nebraska 
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Surprise! 
It’s the Huskies. 


UST THINK OF IT—A NATIONAL 
championship game devoid of 
the national champion. 
How...redundant. Once again, 
the Rose Bowl will be the focal point after 
the regular season battles have wrapped up, 
this time featuring the widely talented 
Washington Huskies against Penn State. 
And just like last year—when Arizona State 
had a chance to wrap up a national title but 
fell to Ohio State, opening the door for 
Florida to grab the trophy—the so-called 
national championship game at the Orange 
Bowl just might need another Rose Bowl 
upset in order to truly claim itself as the 
national championship game. 

But first, we’ve got an entire season of 
football to play, so let’s take a look at the 
teams likely to figure in the postseason 
excitement: 


Six to Click 
The teams most likely to be playing on 
or after New Year's Day. 

1. Washington 

2. Tennessee 

3. Florida 

4. Florida State 

5. Nebraska 

6. Penn State 


Hmmm. Pac-10, SEC, ACC, Big 12. 
Notice a pattern here? A team from one of 
these conferences has won the national 
championship in each of the last six years 
(Washington shared the '91 title with 
Miami; Colorado and Georgia Tech shared 
the '90 title). This year will be no different, 
save for a potential upset by a Big Ten team 
such as Penn State, Michigan or Ohio State. 
But more on them later. 

What's so great about Washington you 
might ask? To begin with, there are 15 of 22 
starters returning, not counting one-time 
potential All-America back Rashaan 
Shehee, who returns after missing seven 
games in '96 due to injuries. Eight of those 
starters helped form a defense that ranked 
second in the Pac-10, including an entire 
secondary led by free safety Tony Parrish, 
who I picked for my third-team All-America 
squad. Quarterback Brock Huard is also a 
real threat, and I like the fact that 
Washington hosts Nebraska, Arizona State 
and USC. 

Tennessee would have struggled to be a 
top-five team had “Mr. Everything” Peyton 
Manning not chosen to return. But he did, 
and they are. With 15 returning starters and 


solid leadership in coach Phil Fulmer (43-9 
at UT), the Vols could wreak havoc and 
ensure a bid to the Orange—but it won’t be 
easy. The road schedule is brutal, with games 
at UCLA (Sept. 6), Florida (Sept. 20) and 
Alabama (Oct. 18). 

The defending national champion 
Florida Gators just might return a better 
defensive team than offensive, but coach 
Steve Spurrier knows that his offense once 
again will be among the nation’s most 
potent. Sophomore quarterback Doug 
Johnson—who threw a grand total of 27 
passes last year (of course two of his 12 com- 
pletions went for TDs)—takes over for 
departed Heisman-winner Danny Wuerffel. 
Coach Spurrier told me he doesn’t plan to 
change his offense much, if at all. (Make sure 
you read my interview with Spurrier in this 
issue.) However, Spurrier will count on his 
running game to play more of a role. With 
Tennessee and Florida State at home, only a 
back-to-back stretch at LSU and Auburn 
loom as major road blocks. 

Florida State once again is the team to 
beat in the ACC despite increased threats 
from North Carolina and Clemson. The 
’Noles have a host of returning talent on 
both sides of the ball, and must be considered 
true title contenders. But the road won’t be 
easy: FSU kicks off the season at USC, fol- 
lowed by tough ACC road games at North 
Carolina (Nov. 8) and Clemson (Nov. 15). 
Of course, that Nov. 22 match-up versus the 
Gators at Gainesville caps a rough-and-tum- 
ble, regular-season schedule. 

Nebraska? Ink them in as the Big 12’s best 
contender for the title, though Colorado 
again poses a significant threat. Led by a host 
of All-America candidates such as running 
back Ahman Green, offensive lineman 
Aaron Taylor and defensive linemen Grant 
Wistrom and Jason Peter, the Huskers can 
only have one thing on their minds as the 
97 season gets underway: revenge. Last sea- 
son, Nebraska suffered a stunning loss to 
Texas in the Big 12’s first championship 
game, which ruined the Huskers’ hopes of an 
unprecedented — three-peat. — However, 
Nebraska has all the pieces necessary to get 
back to the Orange Bowl where the streak 
began. Quarterback Scott Frost gives the 
’Huskers added punch. 

Here's just about all you need to know 
about Joe Paterno’s Penn State Nittany 
Lions this season: 13 returning starters, a 
well-groomed replacement at quarterback 
and a home schedule that includes Ohio 
State (Oct. 11), Michigan (Nov. 8) and 
Wisconsin (Nov. 22). In other words, the 
winner of the Big Ten will likely have to 
come through Happy Valley. 
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Spoilers in the Grass 
With a big upset, these teams could play 
for all the marbles. 

7. Colorado 

8. North Carolina 

9. LSU 

10. Syracuse 

11. Notre Dame 

12. Auburn 

13. Texas 

14. Michigan 


Standing smack in the middle of the road 
to a Big 12 championship is Colorado. 
Despite having talented teams, the Buffaloes 
have found a way to short-circuit their title 
plans in each of the past two years. Talent- 
rich and well-coached, this just might be the 
Buffs’ year. 

You can bet Mack Brown’s North 
Carolina Tar Heels have Nov. 8 circled in red 
on their schedules. That’s the day Florida 
State comes galloping into town in what 
could be a winner-take-all duel for the ACC 
title and an Alliance Bowl berth. The Heels 
are a well-rounded team with three prospec- 
tive defensive All-Americas among the eight 
returning all-conference players. 

If you think folks were happy in Cajun 
country last year after LSU posted 10 wins for 
the first time since 1987, wait until this sea- 
son. The parties just might get a little louder 
in Baton Rouge thanks to 19 returning 
starters for Gerry DiNardo and the Tigers. 
The schedule is tough yet accommodating, 
with Auburn, Florida and Notre Dame at 
home. 

Maybe, just maybe, Syracuse can finally 
live up to its preseason billing. The 
Orangemen certainly have the talent, led by 
Heisman-hopeful Donovan McNabb and a 
solid defense. The end-of-regular-season 
road trip to Miami will be for all the marbles 
(Nov. 22). 

Can Bob Davie find the elixir that will 
enable quarterback Ron Powlus to finally 
deliver on his enormous promise at Notre 
Dame? Powlus was solid—if not spectacula-— 
at times last year. And with improved 
receivers, a 1,000-yard rusher (Autry Denson) 
and a hungry, skilled defense, the Irish look 
like potential giant killers. Tough back-to- 
back early-season road games at Michigan 
(Sept. 27) and Stanford (Oct. 4) could 
immediately put ND in the second pack. 

If you're one who banks on returning 
starters, then Auburn's your sleeper team in the 
national championship hunt. With 21 veterans 
(8 offense, 10 defense, 3 special teams), the 
Tigers have the pieces and the schedule (Florida 
and Alabama at home) to make a run. 
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Texas made plenty of noise (and new 
friends) last year by beating Nebraska in the 
Big 12 title game, spoiling the Huskers’ three- 
peat dreams. The Longhorns appear ready for 
some more of that action. A dynamic offense, 
led by running back Ricky Williams and 
quarterback James Brown, has an early wake- 
up call from UCLA (Sept. 13) but gets 
Colorado, Texas Tech and Kansas at home. 

A surprise entry in the title spoiler list is 
Michigan. Sixteen starters in all return, 
including defensive All-America candidates 
Charles Woodson and Ben Huff. A typically 
hellish Big Ten schedule (at Penn State, at 
Wisconsin, and home vs. Ohio State to close 
the year), plus meetings with Colorado 
(Sept. 13) and Notre Dame early on (Sept. 
27), no doubt will make it difficult. 


Bouncy Hunters 
These teams are looking for the lucky 
bounce that could vault them into the 
final top-10. A bowl is a cinch for these 
teams. 

15. Alabama 

16. Miami (Fla.) 

17. Ohio State 

18. Iowa 

19. Stanford 

20. Michigan State 


Despite returning the fewest number of 
starters in the SEC (just 10) and welcoming 


be 


BOB GRIESE’S TOP 40° 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
«+5 
«6. 


Washington 
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Kansas State 
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Colorado State 
West Virginia 
Virginia 

BYU 
Washington State 
Nevada 

San Diego State 
Southern Miss 
Texas A&M 
Wisconsin 
South Carolina 
Northwestern 
Georgia 

Utah 

Georgia Tech 


anew coach (Mike DuBose), Alabama is still 
the team to beat in the SEC’s Western 
Division until proven otherwise. 

Kudos to Butch Davis for the solid job 
he’s done in turning probation-plagued 
Miami around so quickly. His youthful 
Hurricanes have only to overcome a relative- 
ly weak conference schedule (the ‘Canes are 
31-3 vs. Big East foes since 1991) in order to 
make noise again at the top of the table. 

Ah, the Ohio State Buckeyes. Perhaps 
last season's gutsy Rose Bowl victory over 
title-hopeful Arizona State has taught Ohio 
State a lesson in consistency, and, if so, this 
team just might find a way back to sunny 
California. John Cooper's club has terrific 
talent, including All-America running back 
candidate Pepe Pearson, but it must win 
tough games at Penn State and Michigan. 

Remember this name: Tavian Banks. 
This kid is a legit NFL prospect, and he keys 
Iowa's chances in the Big Ten. The 
Hawkeyes love to run, and they return the 
second-most all-conference players with 
seven (Michigan has nine). 

Stanford coach Tyrone Willingham had 
his Cardinal on a roll late last season. They 
closed with five straight victories, including a 
complete shellacking of Michigan State, 38- 
0, in the Sun Bowl. Not having to play 
Washington doesn’t hurt, nor does hosting 
Notre Dame, where a win would go a long 
way for poll-voters. 

Michigan State features a great running 
back (Sedrick Irvin) and giant offensive line- 
man and possible Outland Award winner 
Flozell Adams. 


Matinee Bowlers 
These teams will be battling it out to 
play in the bowls leading up to the New 
Year’s Day games. 

21. Clemson 

22. Virginia Tech 

23. Kansas State 

24. USC 

25. Colorado State 

26. West Virginia 

27. Virginia 

28. BYU 

29. Washington State 

30. Nevada 


The Clemson Tigers welcome back some 
talented running backs and a stingy defense. 
They hold the ACC cards in their hands 
with home games versus Florida State (Sept. 
20) and North Carolina (Nov. 15). 

If any team deserves Rodney Dangerfield 
as its spokesperson, it would be the Hokies of 
Virginia Tech. After winning 20 of its last 22 
games and earning four-straight postseason 


bowl berths, Tech ‘continues to scrap for 
respect in the Big East. 

Kansas State—after years of obscurity in 
the Big Eight—has become a steady player in 
the big picture of the Big 12. The Wildcats’ 
typical early-season win streak likely will stop 
at three this year when they meet Nebraska 
on the road Oct. 4. 

USC hosts Florida State on Sept. 6, giv- 
ing the Trojans an opportunity to make a 
huge statement early. With 16 of 24 starters 
back, coach John Robinson knows how 
important an early-season stunner like this 
game is for an improving team. The biggest 
question is at quarterback, where three 
untested youngsters (two sophomores and a 
redshirt freshmen) are battling it out. 

Colorado State is the sleeper of the 
WAC, perhaps even the country. The Rams 
have the WAC's top QB (Moses Moreno) 
and a 1,000-yard rusher in Damon 
Washington. They should slip past a still-bit- 
ter BYU squad. 

Talk about overlooked. West Virginia 
never gets the credit due, but this team could 
make some noise in the Big East with 13 
returning starters. The Mountaineers led the 
nation in total defense last year (217.5 yards 
per game). 

Virginia has been to a bowl game for four 
straight years, however, the Cavaliers must 
overcome heavy graduation and NFL losses, 
and big road games at North Carolina and 
Clemson. 

Sporting the nation’s longest winning 
streak (12), BYU was dealt a severe blow 
when star sophomore running back Ronney 
Jenkins was suspended for the season. But 
with nine returning defensive starters and an 
excellent coaching staff, the Cougs will 
remain in the hunt. 

Watch out for the Cougars of 
Washington State. With a big-armed quar- 
terback in Ryan Leaf and a potential 1,000- 
yard back in Michael Black, the Cougs are 
eyeing seven wins and a bid. 

Nevada continues to be the class of the 
Big West, and its high-powered offense will 
keep it there again this year. 


Outside Looking In 
Quality teams with outside bowl potential. 
31. San Diego State 
32. Southern Miss 
33. Texas ASM 
34. Wisconsin. 
35. South Carolina 


The Aztecs of San Diego State will have 
to overcome a hellacious early-season, four- 
game road trip (Washington, Wisconsin, 
Air Force and Arizona), and play seven of 


12 away from home. 

Southern Miss posted an 8-3 mark last 
year, and all three losses were to eventual 
bowl teams. Non-conference road games at 
Florida, Illinois, Alabama and Tennessee 
loom ahead this year. 

Along with strong-armed quarterback 
Branndon Stewart, Texas A&M has the 
players to heavily influence the Big 12 out- 
come, but can they step up? The road will be 
rough, with away-games at Colorado, K- 
State, Texas Tech and Oklahoma. 

If you haven't heard the name before, 
take note: Ron Dayne. Wisconsin’s super 
frosh set an NCAA record with 1,863 
yards, and he keys a sleeper team out of the 
Big Ten. 

The good news for South Carolina is that 
it hosts Florida and Auburn this season. The 
bad news comes after opening with a decent 
Central Florida team, followed by three road 
games: Georgia, East Carolina and 
Mississippi State. 


Really Outside Looking In 
(with binoculars) 
These teams need a perfect season to 
break into the bowl picture. 

36. Northwestern 

37. Georgia 

38. Utah 

39. Georgia Tech 

40. UCLA 


Gary Barnett’s decision to stay at 
Northwestern dominated headlines last off- 
season, but it’s his Wildcats that have done 
the job on the field in each of the past two 
seasons. This year’s Cats will rely on the 
recent recruiting classes to help offset the 
second-fewest number of returning starters in 
the conference (10). 

Georgia has a star running back (Robert 
Edwards) and a favorable opening four-game 
schedule, but must face Tennessee, Florida 
and Georgia Tech on the road. 

Utah also must overcome a tough road 
schedule (at Louisville, Fresno State, Oregon 
and BYU), but has a terrific running back in 
Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala. 

Led by a pair of star linebackers in Keith 
Brooking and Ron Rogers, Georgia Tech can 
make waves in the ACC as it hosts both 
Clemson (Sept. 27) and North Carolina 
(Oct. 30). 

How good will UCLA be? Good ques- 
tion. This much we do know: The Bruins 
return the most starters (17) in the Pac-10, 
have a quality quarterback in Cade 
McNown, a 1,000-yard rusher in Skip 
Hicks and they host Tennessee and 
Washington. i 
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ALK ABOUT PERSEVERANCE. Just ONE YEAR AFTER WATCHING HELPLESSLY ON 
the sidelines as his well-stocked Gators got their prehistoric tails ripped off 


by Tommie Frazier and a steamrolling Nebraska team in the Fiesta Bowl to 


decide the national champion, Florida coach Steve Spurrier returned to 


the title game, only this time to depart with his tail happily wagging behind. If noth- 


ing else, Florida’s 52-20 victory over intrastate rival Florida State for all the marbles in 


the Sugar Bowl proved Spurrier can and will mix up his game plan when necessary (after 


the Huskers’ slaughter he promptly snared Kansas State defensive coordinator Bob 


Stoops, who quickly helped build a defense designed to actually stop opposing offenses). 


As is the tradition in Bob Griese’s College 
Football Preview, Bob got together with the 
coach of the defending national champions 
(Nebraska's Tom Osborne kicked off the series 
last season) and discussed everything from golf 
to defense of the national championship and 
(surprise) offense. 


BOB GRIESE: What was the difference, 
Steve, between winning the national championship 
last year by 32 points and losing it the year before 
by 38? Did you learn anything from the first game? 
SPURRIER: Probably the biggest difference 
was when we were 12-0 getting ready to play 
Nebraska [in the '95 Orange Bowl]. A lot of 
experts were picking us to win the game, so 
maybe we sort of thought we could just show 
up and pitch the ball around and beat 
Nebraska. But we were in for a rude awaken- 
ing. They just flat clobbered us. But last year 
we didn’t realize we were going to play for a 
national championship until Ohio State beat 
Arizona State the night before. So we went 
out to New Orleans really just to beat Florida 
State—that was our goal. We'd lost the [reg- 
ular season] game to them in Tallahassee, and 
as you know I wasn’t too happy with the way 
they hit Danny Wuerffel. We just wanted to 
beat FSU. That’s the way to approach a 
game. Our guys performed at a very high 
level. Wuerffel and Ike Hilliard were sensa- 
tional. It was one of the best team perfor- 
mances of any I’ve been around. 
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GRIESE: Did the episode regarding the hits 
on Danny affect your relationship with [Florida 
State coach] Bobby [Bowden]? 

SPURRIER: Oh, we’ve never had much of a 
relationship anyway. We're cordial when we 
see each other, and he was very gracious after 
the game and I told him | was going to try my 
best to be gracious during the offseason. But 
certainly I'm not taking anything back. The 
way they hit Wuerffel wasn’t right. The reason 
it didn’t happen again in the Sugar Bowl is 
because the head referee controlled the game. 


GRIESE: Tell me about this year's team, 
Steve. You're coming off a national championship 
so everyone's going to be gunning for you. What 
are your expectations? 

SPURRIER: | think defensively, first of all, 
we'll be very good, just as good and maybe 
better than last year. We lost some players in 
the secondary, Anthone Lott, Lawrence 
Wright, Shea Showers, but other than that 
we return most of them. All of our defensive 
linemen are back and we’ve got some ath- 
letes that can play defensive back. Maybe 
we'll find one or two that can come in and 
play right away. 


GRIESE: Could this be a team where the 
defense is better than your offense? 

SPURRIER: This could be a team with a lot of 
defense and a lot more running. But we're not 
necessarily planning on that; we're trying to 


get our quarterbacks ready to play. Right now 
Noah Brindise (a walk-on who'll earn a schol- 
arship this year) and Doug Johnson are our 
two leading QBs, and the way they performed 
in spring practice | think both might play a lot 
this season. They're pretty good—neither has 
completely outplayed the other. There’s noth- 
ing wrong with playing two quarterbacks if 
they're close in ability. 


GRIESE: What's life going to be like after 
Wuerffel? Are you going to have to go back to 
coaching? 

SPURRIER; Yeah, I’ve tried to do a lot of 
coaching this spring, but I'll tell you what, it’s 
been a lot of fun and these quarterbacks are 
very coachable. We've really been pleased at 
their attitudes and how they've performed in 
our practices and scrimmages. 


GRIESE: Even though you lose some good 
offensive linemen, you've got a lot retwmning 
because of all the injuries last year. 

SPURRIER: That's right. Basically we just 
lose Donnie Young because Jeff Mitchell got 
hurt during the Georgia game, and we went 
the last five or six games with Wiley Rich. 
He's returning, so we've got some pretty good 
players in there. All are capable, but they 
need to improve. 


GRIESE: You've always had successful pass- 
ing teams with good quarterbacks and wide 
receivers no matter where you were and no matter 
the kids’ level of experience. Do you expect any- 
thing different this year? 

SPURRIER: Well, we certainly expect to lead 
the SEC in pass offense and touchdown passes 
this year, no matter which of the quarterbacks 
does the majority of playing. Jacquez Green is 
our one returning superstar wide receiver; he 
caught 10 TD passes last year (and had about 
four called back due to penalties). He was sort 
of the unlucky one. But he’s a big-timer. He’s 
really improved; he’s not only fast but runs 
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good routes, has quick feet; all the things a 
top-quality receiver needs to have. So 'Quez 
has a chance to get a lot of touchdowns com- 
ing his way that Ike and Reidel [Anthony] had 
last year. Plus we signed five high school 
. Three of them, | think, were All- 
Americans, so that was the strongest area of 


receive) 


our recruiting. 


GRIESE: Have you ever fielded a team 
where the defense was better than the offense? 

SPUARRIER: I’ve never had a team where the 
defensive stats were better than the offensive 
stats, but maybe that doesn’t really go togeth- 
er. When you look at teams that score a lot of 
points, other teams tend to score more against 
them, whereas teams that run the ball and 
don’t score much seem to have very good 


defensive stats. 


GRIESE: You like to throw the ball and get 
your opponents into a scoring match because you 
feel that you can throw it better. You felt if you got 
them in a throwing game that you had the advan- 
tage, correct? 

SPURRIER: Right, and we’ve been fortunate 
at doing that, and certainly it’s common sense 
that if you play a bunch of close games, you're 
going to lose some. So if we can beat you by 
three or four touchdowns, that’s what we're 
going to try to do because that way fluke plays 
at the end won't cost us the game. 


GRIESE: Let's talk about the SEC and the 
players that are returning. First of course, is 
[Tennessee quarterback] Peyton Manning. You 
recruited him, and | wonder if you ever thought of 
the nice problem you would have had if he’d cho- 
sen to come to Florida. You know, him and 
[Wuerffel] on the same team? 

SPURRIER: Yes. When Peyton announced he 
was going to Tennessee | remember telling the 
coach who was recruiting him that he just 


about had to go to Tennessee. Danny had 
played extremely well for us for two years, so 
Manning would’ve had to redshirt and play 
behind Danny for a while. But quarterbacks go 
where they have an opportunity to play, and 
one reason we hadn’t signed any quarterbacks 
until this year and Doug Johnson last year is 
because Danny was here. 

Yeah, Peyton's a fine player, but Tennessee's 
offense doesn’t go up and down the field 
against everybody. Vanderbilt has stymied 
them the last few years, and we did a good job 
the last time we played them until we got way 
ahead. | remember when I hired Bobby Stoops, 
I said, ‘Can you coach with a four- touchdown 
lead?,’ and he said ‘No, but I'd love to try.’ 


GRIESE: Is Tennessee the team to beat 
in the conference? 


SPURARIER: They're the team we've got to 
beat in the Eastern Division in order to get to 
the [SEC] championship game. I’m sure 
Florida and Tennessee will be the favorites on 
the Eastern side, and history says Alabama; 
they've been to the championship game the 
last four out of five years, and is the team to 
beat in the Western Division. 


GRIESE: You play at LSU and at Aubum 
back-to-back this season. 

SPURRIER: Yeah, that'll be the road game 
swing, but on the other side we’ve got 
Tennessee and FSU [Florida State] at home. 


GRIESE: Before you came to Florida, the 
Gators had never won an SEC Championship, 
and now they've won what, five in seven years? 
What's the secret? 

SPURRIER: Well, first of all, that first year 
[1990] when we were ineligible was a bum 
deal. I told the team, ‘If you guys win [the 
championship] this season, I can guarantee I'll 


always give you credit for it even though the 
SEC and the world won't.’ That team did win, 
which made it easier for the next squad in ’91 
to win it. So we got a good early start there 
and expectations were very high; we were able 
to eliminate all the excuses as to why we 
couldn’t win and, like Vince Lombardi said, 
winning is a habit. 

Certainly Florida’s a school with more 
advantages than most—high school talent in 
the state, fan support, financially we're in as 
good a shape as anybody. All the resources are 
here for us to be successful, but I still give cred- 
it to that 90 team for getting it started. 


GRIESE: | think you hit on something that's 
true; living in the state of Florida you always heard 
these excuses and there seemed to be an attitude at 
Florida that you couldn’t win. You had to play 


Aubum and Georgia back-to-back, and Florida 
couldn't win the big games. All these excuses, you 
had to do a selling job on the players and alumni 
when you came in. 
SPURRIER: You're right. It’s amazing. Of 
course, I was part of it in the ’60s—we usually 
lost one crucial game each year that knocked 
us out of the conference championship. But, 
yeah, we had influential Gators that said you 
can’t play Auburn and Georgia back-to-back, 
it’s too difficult. In fact one of the former ath- 
letic directors here said you can never win 
the SEC playing those two teams back-to- 
back. I had one fan, a big booster, tell me we 
can’t beat Georgia in Jacksonville, that 
they're too good there. I said now wait a 
minute: We get on a bus and they get on an 
airplane or whatever to play on Florida soil 
and play in a stadium called the Gator Bowl 
and we're at a disadvantage? 

Another thing that helped that first year 
was our coaching staff. About five of us were 
from Duke University and we’d won the ACC 
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the year before, so we had a little credibility coming 
in. The players looked at us and thought, ‘Maybe 
these guys know what they’re talking about.’ 


GRIESE: In the last 14 years there have been six 
national championships won by three schools in the state 
of Florida. Why do you think that is? 

SPURRIER: Certainly there are a lot of talented 
high school players in the state, but last year we 
were extremely fortunate when Texas beat 
Nebraska, putting us in position to play FSU. But 
for us to win it all is actually more difficult than 
for the other schools. I’m not complaining, that’s 
just the way it is. We play in the SEC, we play a 
tougher schedule, we play FSU at the end of the 
season and there's an SEC championship game. 
So it’s tough for us to be 12-0 and play for the 
national championship, although we did it two 
years ago against Nebraska. 

I wish we had a playoff. It always amazes me 
when watching the college basketball playoffs; 
here's Tennessee's girls’ team that finished fifth in 
the SEC but then they go all the way and win a 
national title while Arizona’s men’s team didn’t win 
the Pac-10 championship but got in the 
Tournament, got hot and beat all the No. 1 seeds. 
So our sport is a little different in that scheduling is 
so important in trying to get to 11-0 or 12-0. Our 
path’s a little more difficult, but that’s OK. That's 
why I don’t talk so much about national champi- 
onships; we talk about winning the SEC because to 
me that’s fair for all 12 schools. 


GRIESE: What would be your formula for a 
national playoff? 

SPURRIER: I'd get at least 16 teams and just get on 
out. Lay it on down. Instead of taking a month off 
to play that bowl game, you just start playing and 
you could have your final game there maybe 
January 1 or 2. 


GRIESE: What do you enjoy most and least about 
coaching in college? 

SPURRIER: Bob, I’ve just got it almost too good 
here in Gainesville. All of my children are close by, 
one daughter and her husband are in Jacksonville, 
another daughter and her husband are in Orlando, 
I've got three grandsons now and they all come to 
the home games. So we get together quite a bit. 
Living in the state of Florida, the opportunity to 
play all these golf courses, have a little condo at the 
beach; it’s just a good way of life right now. 
Obviously at Florida we’ve got an opportunity to 
play for championships each year. So as a coach, 
gosh, everything's right here. 


GRIESE: Steve, when people watch you on the side- 
line one of the things they notice is your competitiveness. 
I’ve also seen it on the golf course. Have ‘you always been 
competitive? 

SPURRIER: I don’t think I’m that much more 
competitive than most coaches. I sort of coach like 
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basketball coaches. You see just about every 
one of those guys yelling and screaming; 
maybe getting on a ref about a bad call, yelling 
out their plays, calling timeouts, changing 
defenses, calling an offense. They actually 
coach their team. But for some reason in foot- 
bail somebody started something where the 
head coach was supposed to hire the coordina- 
tors and then he’s supposed to stand on the 
sideline and watch. We just don’t do it that 
way. I feel like the reason | got the opportunity 


SEC Coaches With 
Best Winning Percentages 
in League Games 

five years at a league school) 


SEC Coaches With Most 
Outright League Titles 


to be a head coach was because we had some 
success with the offense and that’s where I can 
help our team. 


GRIESE: Would it be fair to compare you to 
Indiana’s head basketball coach Bobby Knight? 
About 95 percent of the stuff that Bobby does I 
like. But he’s misunderstood; he’s just trying to 
bring out the best in his players and his team. You 
get on your guys on the sidelines, too. 
SPURRER: Yeah, but when I get on our guys 
a lot of times I’m yelling at them saying they're 
too good a player to play like that. Then I’m 
patting them on the back saying, “C’mon now, 
if we're going to beat these guys you've got to 
play better. And you can do it, you're too good 
a player.” 

So it’s not like I’m criticizing them and 
telling them they’re a lousy, sorry son of a gun. 


GRIESE: What motivates you more: The 
thrill of winning or the fear of losing? 
SPURRIER: The competition. We try to tell 


our players that’s the fun part of the game. 
Going to the White House was fun, but it 
wasn’t near as much fun as the fourth quarter 
of the Sugar Bowl, I can assure you of that. 


GRIESE: Who are some of the coaches or 
leaders who've motivated you? 

SPURRIER: My favorite coach of all time is 
John Wooden, without question. A friend of 
mine sent me a taped radio interview with 
him and I've picked off a bunch of his philoso- 
phies and ideas about coaching. I go over it 
with our team once or twice a year. | think he 
was a guy that coached the best way of any- 
body that I've ever heard talk about the game. 
Any game. Ball coaching is just coaching, it 
doesn’t matter the sport. We’re all trying to 
get the most out of our players, trying to make 
the game fun for our players and achieve the 
most we can each year. 


GRIESE: You'd mentioned [Vince] 
Lombardi’s quote about winning before. Is there 
any specific Wooden quote that you have embla- 
zoned on the office walls or sitting on your desk? 
SPURRIER: I picked out about 36 things he 
said on the tape and one I use a lot is, “Never 
try to be better than the other guy, but never 
cease to do the best you can do.” Someone 
asked me about Tennessee and Peyton 
Manning and I said, “Hey, we worry about 
ourselves. Whatever the other team brings, 
we're trying to bring the best we can each 
game.” So we're not trying to be better than 
Tennessee, we're just trying to be the best we 
can be down here. 

Another one | like: “No excessive celebra- 
tion and no excessive dejection.” When his 
teams won they didn’t go crazy and jump and 
holler. I tell you, one of the nicest articles 
written about our team was after we beat 
Tennessee in front of 107,000 people last year, 
a headline in the Nashville paper said, “Big 
game, big crowd, no big deal for Florida.” And 
our players really handled success well 
throughout the year. 


GRIESE: You mention basketball, and this 
year during the Final Four in Indianapolis a lot 
of people were saying that if [Kentucky coach] 
Rick Pitino had won his second straight title, 
you could just write his check and figure him 
headed off to the NBA. If you win again this 
year, will there be any more reason for you to 
look at the pros? 

SPURRIER: I don’t think right now that has 
anything to do with it. Life’s just too good 
down here for me, my family and everyone 
involved. You know, someday it may not be. 
Someday they may get tired of my act, I don’t 
know. But right now life’s just too good for all 
of us down here. Hl 
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Brock Huard (Washington) 
and Ryan Leaf 


Northwestern 


(Washington State) are 
the hottest new items 
from the Great Northwest 


‘By Paul M. Johnson 
S REGIONS GO, THE NORTHWEST: CERTAINLY 
has garnered its share of the headlines lately 
what with grunge music, Starbucks coffee, 
rain and apples. Sorry, underappreciated 

regions elsewhere, here’s another headline grabber stolen by 


the great Northwest: Land of the Quarterbacks. 


The region that this season delivered a pair of NFL playoff stud 
signal callers in New England’s Drew Bledsoe (Washington State) 
and Jacksonville’s Mark Brunell (Washington) is up to its old tricks 
again, once again begging the question, “What exactly is in the 
water up there anyway?” 

This much we do know: Two of the nation’s best-kept quarter- 

back secrets reside just 5'2 hours away from each other on 
Interstate 90, just as they were four years ago with Brunell (a fifth- 
round pick of the Packers in '93) and Bledsoe (’93’s top overall 
pick). Washington State’s Ryan Leaf and Washington’s Brock 
Huard are conspicuous in their striking similarities: They're both 
young yet accomplished quarterbacks in the 
Apple state. They’re both giants in their field; 
Leaf looms at 6-foot-6, 245 pounds, and Huard is 
6-5, 220. Each is wildly talented and has already 
waded through the drool of NFL scouts. 
Upon further inspection, the similarities 
mount. Each began his career resoundingly; in 
Leafs first Cougar start as a redshirt freshman in 
"95, he completed 22 of 33 passes for 291 yards, 
one passing touchdown and two rushing in a 
near-upset of the Huskies while Huard ushered 
himself in with a 20-for-31, 311-yard, three-TD 
performance versus Arizona in the third game of last year, also as a 
redshirt freshman. (Both have used redshirts but Huard, a sopho- 
more, is one month older than Leaf, who is a junior.) 

Each has and will continue to be subjected to comparisons of 
past quarterbacks at the tradition-rich schools; Leaf has been called 
“Baby Drew” during his three-plus years in Pullman and Huard, 
who closely followed his brother, Damon, as the Huskies quarter- 
back, hears the names of Mark Brunell, Billie Joe Hobert, Chris 
Chandler and Warren Moon. But while the names of quarterbacks 
past continue to attach themselves to the current stars, both also 
share one common philosophy: Team success beats individual hon- 
ors, hands down. 

“If you look at all the statistical records I broke last year, it 
doesn’t really mean anything,” said Leaf, who finished last year with 
2,811 yards and 21 TDs, numbers that outclass Bledsoe’s totals in 


Washington’s Brock Huard 
(upper right) and Washington 
State’s Ryan Leaf (bottom 
left) are living up to lofty 
comparisons to high-profile 


alumns Mark Brunell (upper 
left) and Drew Bledsoe 
(bottom right), who have 
established themselves as 
true NFL standouts. 
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his sophomore season (2,741 yards, 17 TDs). “I had roughly the 
same statistical year that Drew did his sophomore year but they 
went 4-7 [the Cougs went 5-6 last year]. But then he came back his 
junior year and they went 9-3 and went to a bowl game. That's 
where the difference has to be. We have to win and we have to go 
to a bowl game and that’s the main goal for me this year—to be a 
winning quarterback here at Washington State.” Ditto for Huard. 
“The important thing about Mark [Brunell] and Billie Joe 
[Hobert] is that they both won a national championship when they 
were here,” said Huard, who passed for 1,678 yards and 13 TDs 
while starting eight games. “That's definitely the defining point of 
their careers. That's a goal and a dream much more than anything 
else. Individuals are not highlighted in this program and | think 
that’s why we've had a lot of success.” 


WHILE THEIR SUCCESSES HAVE LANDED THEM ATOP THE PAC-10 
quarterback food chain and among the nation’s elite, each’s road to 
potential stardom has differed. While starring at Russell High 
School in Great Falls, Mont., Leaf was one of the most sought-after 
quarterbacks in the country in 1994. A strapping 
phenom, Leaf took recruiting trips to such 
national powers as Miami (Fla.) and Colorado 
before ultimately deciding on Washington State. 
He redshirted his first year on campus and bene- 
fited, he says, from the experience of quarterback- 
ing the scout team against one of the nation’s top 
defensive units. 

But after a year as an understudy, Leaf grew 
increasingly bored as a backup the following sea- 
son. His displeasure almost cost him. 

“I wasn’t playing, so | went out and played 
golf, went fishing, played basketball,” Leaf said. “I wasn’t being lazy, 
I was just keeping myself busy doing other things.” 

But, as the saying goes, good things come to those who wait, and 
when head coach Mike Price gave Leaf his first collegiate start in 
1995’s Apple Cup against 13-point favorite Washington, Leaf 
didn’t disappoint. After the masterful display—which Leaf attribut- 
es partially to not being familiar with the local magnitude of the 
game, and thus less burdened with pressure—amounted to a wet 
and wild 33-30 loss, the Cougars had themselves a re-focused quar- 
terback of the present. 

Having snatched the quarterback mantle with that superb per- 
formance, Leaf re-dedicated himself and spent the spring and sum- 
mer preparing for the '96 season, when he wore the swagger of a 
starting quarterback full-time. 

“['ve been brought up playing quarterback ever since | was in 
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seventh grade when we first started wearing 
pads,” Leaf said. “People always look to 
you to take the blame and it’s just some- 
thing that I’ve got accustomed to and it’s 
just something in my mentality now. I’m 
just the leader.” 

“When Ryan Leaf walks onto the field, 
you know he’s ‘the guy’ and everybody in the 
stands knows who the hell he is,” said Price, 
who turned down a transferring Brad Otton 
three years ago because of a commitment to 
Leaf. “Bledsoe was the very same as that.” 

Ah, the “B” word again. The name of 
the All-Pro quarterback from New 
England is seemingly mentioned ad nause- 
um whenever Leaf’s name crops up. And, 
not surprisingly, the 21-year-old gunslinger 
hasn’t tired of it. 

“[The comparison] has been there since | 
came to school here,” Leaf said. “The head- 
line when I signed here read, ‘The Next 
Drew Bledsoe.’ | feel like it’s a great honor 
that people believe that but I don’t think 
I’m anywhere near to what he’s accom- 
plished. But otherwise, that’s a great compli- 
ment and | just hope I can accomplish half 
of what he has.” 

Statistically, at least, Leaf’s off to a flying 
start. His 21 passing touchdowns in '96 were 
one more than Bledsoe had in his best sea- 
son and just three shy of Timm Rosenbach’s 
Cougar single-season mark. 

Sometime last season, Price, who still 
speaks with Bledsoe regularly, called his 
former quarterback and apologized for a 
quote of his that had run in an article 
about Leaf in which Price said that Leaf 
was a better all-around athlete than 
Bledsoe (Bledsoe accepted). Testament to 
that, Price will argue, isn’t the superior 
sophomore statistics but rather numbers 
from the weight room—Leaf bettered 
Bledsoe’s marks in weight-lifting and ver- 
tical jump and is chasing Rosenbach’s 
time in the 40-yard dash. He’s mobile, as 
big as a tight end, throws a touch ball but 
can also air it out. In other words, he’s 
made for the NFL. 

“From what I hear,” said Leaf, “I have a 
good shot. Whether this will be my last year 
[or not] just depends on how the season goes 
and us winning and going to a bowl game.” 


ACROSS THE STATE ON A CAMPUS NESTLED 
on beautiful Lake Washington, there are 
similar comparisons afoot. But unlike his 
counterpart, Brock Huard’s name is any- 
thing but new to the football faithful at 
Washington. If anything, the fact that 
Huard experienced more success as a fresh- 
man than any quarterback in University of 
Washington history makes sense. The son of 


a successful prep football coach, Huard spent 
a sizable chunk of high school watching his 
brother, Damon, quarterback the school 
team at Puyallup, Wash., and then the 
Huskies. 

“That's been instrumental in how I am as 
a player,” Huard said. “The way that I think 
is much more like a coach than like a player. 
Being around the game as much as we 
were—having discussions at the kitchen 
table and watching game films at night 
with Dad—just accelerates your mental 
approach and capacity of the game.” 

Last year, in the first game of his redshirt 
freshman season, Huard displayed that 
acceleration in a relief role of starter Shane 
Fortney. Trailing Arizona State, 42-21, 
Huard and the Huskies rallied to tie the 
score in just four minutes of the fourth quar- 
ter before succumbing by a field goal. Two 
weeks later, with Fortney sidelined by injury, 
Huard made his starting debut and carved 
up Arizona in the best passing day ever by a 
Washington freshman. Head coach Jim 
Lambright held out for one more week, 
starting Fortney for the last time against 
Stanford before giving Huard the ball the 
remainder of the season (the senior Fortney 
has since left school). The ball is now firmly 
in Huard’s young hands. 

“He is a natural leader and the players 
look to him for leadership,” said Lambright, 
who's seen a steady stream of great Husky 
QBs in his 28 years in the program. “His per- 
sonality doesn’t alienate—it draws people to 
him. He has this level of understanding of 
the offense—he makes good decisions and, 
as a result, players see that and feel good 
about the leadership.” 

Despite his youth, Huard doesn’t take 
such personal challenges lightly. 

“T have a poster up in my room that says, 
‘Leadership is action, not position,” said 
Huard, a devout Christian who points to 
God as the main reason why he was so 
mentally prepared for the challenge of the 
position. “It’s the thinking that, yeah, 
when you're the quarterback, you're put in 
the position to be a leader because you're 
the one calling the plays—you’re the one 
kind of running the ship—but it’s the 
action behind that position that defines 
being a leader.” 

Life will be a bit different in the 
Washington backfield this season as the 
Huskies said good-bye to leading rusher 
Corey Dillon, who took his 1,555 yards and 
22 TDs to the NFL a year early. Despite run- 
ning back Rashaan Sheehee’s return from 
injury, Huard will be looked upon to deliver 
big plays in '97. 

“He's basically the straw that stirs the 
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n the only meeting so far of the two 

Washington quarterbacks, Huard’s 

Huskies came out on top on 
November 23, 31-24, in overtime. He 
was 12-of-24 for 144 yards and one 
touchdown while Leaf was 14-34 for 251 
yards and a touchdown in addition to 30 
yards and another touchdown rushing. 

Leaf’s analysis of Huard? “He’s a 
good quarterback, but he’s got a lot to 
learn. He was really blessed with hav- 
ing Corey Dillon there to take the pres- 
sure off him his first year. We'll see 
how things go this year.” 

Huard on Leaf: “He’s a real competi- 
tor, too. I think we’re kind of different 
in some ways, which is going to pro- 
vide some fun stories and some neat 
competition. At Washington State, 
when you're the quarterback, you're 
the focal point of their offense and 
that’s just the way the offense goes. 
But here, I’m not such a focal point, 
and I enjoy that role. He would agree 
that the better [WSU running back] 
Michael Black does, the better their 
offense is going to be.” 

Truth be told, there are some 
differences between the two. For 
starters, Huard’s a lefty and Leaf a 
righty. And while Huard is almost 
painfully modest, Leaf is extremely, 
shall we say, self-assured. 


drink going into the season,” offensive coor- 
dinator Scott Linehan said. “We relied heavy 
on the running game with Dillon and the O- 
line and Brock complemented it nice. Now, 
we'll put a little more heat on him to make a 
few more plays.” 

This season, he'll be required to hit 
receivers on timing patterns in the 
control passing game and direction- 
call the run game—skills that aren’t exactly 
prerequisites for NFL success—as he and 
the Huskies pursue the national champi- 
onship. 

“This is a big year offensively for us,” 
Huard said. “People say, ‘Corey carried you 
guys.’ And he did in some games—he ran for 
a ton of yards, But other games where they 
stacked it up and we had to throw, we were 
able to do that, and win. It’s just going to be 
a matter of us on offense knowing what we 
can do and executing it. | think teams are 
going to have a tough time stopping us.” Hl 


Paul M. Johnson is a freelance writer based 
in Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Randy Moss, Dubbed “The Freak” 
Because of His Uncanny Talents, 
Has Found a Home Back Home 

By Band) Delete) 


FTER MONTANA AND FLORIDA STATE LOST THEIR 
respective national championship games in foot- 
ball last year, Montana Athletic Director Wayne 
Hogan wrote a letter to FSU coach Bobby Bowden. 
Nothing strange there. The two correspond on a regular 
basis. Before heading to Laramie, Hogan had worked for 14 
years at Florida State—holding the post of FSU’s interim 
ADat the end of stay. Hogan’s handwritten note was short, 
but sweet. “It said, ‘If you hadn’t kicked Randy Moss off 
your roster, we'd both be national champions,” Hogan 
recalled, laughing. 


Hogan was only half-kidding. In fact, if pressed, Hogan admits 
it might sound preposterous that the abilities of one player could 
decide the national champion at both the I-A and I-AA levels, but 
he believes it after Moss caught nine passes for 220 yards and four 
TDs for Marshall against Montana in last year's I-AA title game. 

“Randy Moss is as good a player as I saw during my time in 
Tallahassee [Moss arrived at FSU at the end of Hogan’s eral,” 
Hogan said. “At Florida State's spring practice, he was head and 
shoulders above everybody else. He’d just dazzle everyone, which is 
saying something because FSU draws only the cream of the crop. 

“But during my 14 years down there, | only saw two people 
stand out above the crowd like 
that. One was Deion [Sanders]. 
The other was Randy Moss.” 

A great story, but just one of a 
hundred seemingly tall tales spun 
about Moss over the past several 
years. These Paul Bunyan-type 
tales are bound to happen when a 
player of Moss’ ilk toils in 
Huntington, W. Va., rather than 
in South Bend, Ind. or Lincoln, 
Neb. The reason? Because 
Marshall isn’t a regular on ABC 
or ESPN broadcasts, most of the 
country has never seen this kid 
play. In a sense, he’s college foot- 
ball’s version of Big Foot because 
all we have are the stories, the 
occasional firsthand reports. 

Making his story even more 
compelling is the fact that Moss, 
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After landing at Marshall following blown opportunities at 
Notre Dame and Florida State, Moss made an immediate 
impact, grabbing 78 balls for 1,709 yards and 28 TDs. 


West Virginia’s most highly publicized athlete since Jerry West, 
came to Marshall with more baggage than a crowded 747. A 
racially charged high school fight cost him a full ride to Notre 
Dame. Florida State offered him a second chance, but Moss 
squandered that opportunity by testing positive for smoking 
marijuana, thus violating his probation and leaving the 
Seminoles no choice but to let him go. Running out of options, 
Moss decided to come back home to battle his demons at 
Marshall, an hour southeast from where he grew up a legend. 

Bob Pruett, the former defensive coordinator at Florida 
before becoming Marshall’s head coach in early 1996, chuckles 
as he recalls the litany of Moss stories. “It’s a rumor-a-minute 
with Randy,” Pruett said. “Randy’s going to sign a million-dollar 
contract with the Canadian Football League. He’s going to play 
college basketball for Marshall. You name it, we've heard it.” 

To set the record straight, Moss isn’t a myth concocted by 
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the folks of Huntingdon—a railroad town 
on the banks of the Ohio River. He is a gift- 
ed football player, perhaps the most gifted 
player in the college game. Sure, 
Tennessee’s Peyton Manning is bound to 
hear his name called before Moss in the 
1998 NFL Draft. However, Moss may make 
a quicker impact in the NFL because 
receivers traditionally make the adjustment 
to the pro game faster than quarterbacks. 
Without a doubt, Moss possesses the 
most imposing tools of any 
receiver in the college 
game. He stands 6-foot-5, 
weighs 210 pounds and 
runs the 40 in the 4.25 to 
4.3 range, depending on 
how high the grass is. Moss 
led the nation in kickoff 
returns (34.5 yards per 
return) and caught 78 
passes for 1,709 yards and 
28 TDs as a freshman at 
Marshall, the 1997 Division I-AA 
national champs. He’s never lost a col- 
lege game. Simply put, Moss was the 
most dominant receiver in I-AA football 
since a fellow named Jerry Rice played at 
Mississippi Valley State. 


up...But, 
going to 
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PRUETT, WHOSE TEAM MOVES UP TO THE 
Division L-A level as a member of the Mid- 
American Conference this fall, knows that 
he won't be able to watch Moss grow for 
much longer. In fact, Pruett openly wonders 
where Moss might have gone in last spring’s 
NFL draft. 

“As an assistant at Florida, I got to see 
Ike Hilliard develop into quite a player— 
the No. 7 player picked in the spring [NFL] 
draft,” Pruett said. “Ike’s a really good foot- 
ball player. But if he goes in the top seven, 
where would Randy have gone? Randy's 
taller, much bigger, runs faster and jumps 
higher than Ike. Plus, he has great body 
control and great hands and enough athlet- 
ic skills to start for some of the nation’s top 
20 college basketball teams. How high will 
Randy go when he leaves here?” 

“There’s a herd mentality in the NFL,” 
said NFL draft analyst Mel Kiper Jr. “The 
other teams in the league have seen all the 
off-the-field troubles that the St. Louis 
Rams have had with Lawrence Phillips, so 
now teams are placing more importance 
than ever on a player's character. Therefore, 
Randy Moss will have to prove to NFL 
teams that he is not only a great player, but 
also possesses great character.” 

The fact Moss appears on everybody's 
preseason All-America teams and is in line 
to hit the NFL jackpot doesn’t surprise any- 
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one in Moss’ hometown of Rand, W. Va. 
After all, former Notre Dame coach Lou 
Holtz once called Moss “the best high 
school football player I’ve ever seen.” As a 
high school senior, he caught 39 passes for 
808 yards and 14 TDS, added three scores 
on kick returns and had 73 tackles as a 
defensive back. A one-man wrecking crew, 
Moss landed a full ride to Notre Dame, 
choosing the Fighting Irish over Florida 
State, Florida and every other major 
Division | football factory. 
In addition, Moss was 
voted the state’s best bas- 


Pm ketball player two years in 
a row and also captured the 
reach _ state's 100- and 200-meter 


dash championships as a 
high school sophomore. 

“If Randy sneezed, it 
made headlines,” former 
Marshall defensive back 
Melvin Cunningham said. 

“He was an icon in this state by the 

time he was 17 years old.” 
But, even though he was the talk of 
the entire state, Moss never felt com- 
fortable at DuPont High. That’s because out 
of a total of almost 700 students, there were 
only 50 or so black students. And according 
to Moss, the black students were reminded 
every day that they were outnumbered at 
the school by a large group of white stu- 
dents who congregated in an area simply 
known as “Redneck Alley.” 

“The people in Redneck Alley would 
say things to all the black stu- 
dents,” Moss said. “They would 
tell me I was getting cocky 
because of all the publicity | 
was getting. But I never let 
all that stuff bother me.” _, 

Stephen Dalton, a for- 
mer high school teammate 
of Moss, told the Washington ~s, 
Post that Redneck Alley regu- 
lars wore T-shirts with the 
Confederate flag emblazoned on “ 
the front. Moss recalls that 
Redneck Alley denizens were 
constantly talking about starting 
a “big racial fight.” 

On March 24, 1995, a black 
friend of Moss’ was sitting next to 
a white student when Moss’ friend 
became agitated after he allegedly 
saw the word “nigger” 
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the white student's desk. The pair decided 
to fight it out in the hallway after school. 
Moss’ friend asked the three-sport star to 
watch his back during the fight. Moss 
allegedly stomped the white student as he 
laid on the ground. The fight left the kid 
with a torn spleen and cost Moss his schol- 
arship to Notre Dame. Charges were filed 
and Moss was convicted on two counts of 
simple battery, receiving 30 days in jail for 
one charge and one-year probation on the 
other. 

“When I lost my scholarship, I just sat 
down and prayed to the Lord that another 
opportunity would come my way,” Moss said. 


OPPORTUNITY KNOCKED AGAIN IN THE FORM 
of a scholarship to Florida State. Moss red- 
shirted there in 1995. After earning good 
grades, Moss came out for spring practice 
and the stories started again. Despite a year 
away from sports, Moss, in the words of 
Bowden “ran like a scalded dog”—clocking 
a 4.25 in the 40-yard dash during workouts, 
the second-fastest time in FSU history 
behind Deion Sanders (4.23). 

After his strong showing at FSU’s spring 
ball in 1996, Moss returned home to com- 
plete his sentence at Charleston’s South 
Central Regional Jail. In jail, Moss failed a 
drug test. He says he smoked marijuana two 
days before being incarcerated. His one-year 
probation was revoked and he was sen- 
tenced to six months in prison. The other 
penalty was that Florida State withdrew 
Moss’ scholarship. 

Moss served 90 days in the spring 

and summer of 1996 until his sen- 

tence was reduced to time served 

as of July 26. He enrolled in 
Marshall shortly after that. 

“There's a lot of stuff you 

think about in a jail cell,” 

Moss said. “You only have 
yourself.’ There’s no one to 

hug or to clown around with. You have 
a lot of time to sit down and think 
about what you did wrong. 

“T’ve messed up. It’s as simple as that. 
I’ve made some big mistakes and have paid 
for them. That's in the past. I’m just grate- 
ful to Marshall and Coach Pruett for 
giving me another chance. They 
allowed me to go to school and to 
put on the pads again. 

“Tt wasn’t the path I thought I 
was going to take. But I’m going 
to reach my goals. I’m going to 
play in the NFL.” 


Bill Doherty is a freelance writer 
w= _ based in Bethlehem, Pa. 
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As Offenses Pour on the Points, Defenses Are Fighting Back 


JHE TRUEST MEASURE OF A LEGITIMATE FAD IN TODAY’S 
(did someone say warped?) society is how popular 
an item is on the Internet. Last Christmas any 
credible web search engine would have given the 
user hundreds of thousands of “matches” for “Elmo Dolls.” Ditto 
a couple months back for “Beanie Babies.” Or “Cults.” Or 
“Birkenstocks.” Or “Terri Hatcher” (so we've heard). 


Being a member of said society (who said we’re warped?), we 
keyed in “College Football Defense” into our web searcher and 
came up with. . . .timpani, please, Ed. . . . Seven Hundred, 
Seventy Four Thousand, Seven Hundred and Ninety “matches.” 
774,790. Better than a quarter of a million mentions of college 
and football and defense, Everything from “In Defense of College 
of Football” (presumably written by the folks at Nike who would 
hate to lose such a large property) to “Defending the Run, the 
Pass and the Wishbone” (presumably written by some poor soul 
who was sick and tired of being victimized by all of the above). 

And so it is with one swift click of the “SEARCH” button that 
confirmation comes to the theory many in college football have 
been espousing for the past few years. If it’s not a full blown trend, 
there is, at the very least, a pattern developing. That thing you see 
returning to a stadium near you on Saturdays is either your friend 
(if your team has one) or your foe (if they need one). 

Of the 14 teams that appeared in New Year's day (and New 
Year's day plus-one) bowl games last season, 11 had a defense that 


ttack ofthe Killer 


ranked in the Top 25 in terms of total defense. And five of those 
11 were among the Top 8 (No. 2 North Carolina, a winner over 
No. 1 West Virginia in the Gator Bowl; No. 3 Florida State a loser 
to No. 14 Florida in the Sugar Bowl; No. 6 Ohio State a winner 
over No. 20 Arizona State in the Rose Bowl and No. 8 Alabama 
which bested No. 18 Michigan in the 
Outback Bowl). 

What all of that defensive output 
proves is that everything is cyclical. If 
Dr. J can take his Soul to the Hole 
again, if the Star Wars trilogy can force 
its way with us again, and if bell bot- 
toms, KISS, the Village People and 
Hawaii Five-O can become part of our 
culture again, then surely, it’s time for 
the defense to take over again. 

And while it won't happen 
overnight, or even over the next sea- 
son, there are signs beginning to devel- 
op. Yes, Statistics Breath, you are accu- 
rate in pointing out that each of the 
last four college seasons have resulted 
in a new record for per-game average 
scoring by both teams. Yes, last season’s 
51.0 ppg. topped the 1995 record of 
50.2 ppg., which topped the '94 high of 
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49.1, which topped the ’93 high of 48.8. And yes, scoreboard 
operators nationwide are reporting higher incidents of Carpal 
Tunnel Syndrome. 

But last season, passing attempts and completions were slightly 
down as were rushing plays and the average gain on those rushing 
plays. So maybe the offenses are starting to get a bit scared; maybe 
the new, aggressive defenses where everyone including the coordi- 
nator is allowed to blitz and where cover men are starting to run 
like Donovan Bailey and Michael Johnson; maybe all of this 
means the college game will, like everything else, return to the 
age of the '70s. 

Back in that Golden Age, when we had honorable politicians 
like Dick Nixon and family movies like “The Godfather,” the 
two-team average score per game never got above 42.6—scores 
were more manageable, like 24-21. Not the unwieldy, WACky 
54-51 aerial shows. Sure high-scoring is fine. . . in basketball. But 
this is football. Three yards and a cloud of dust. Defense is sup- 
posed to win. 

Doesn’t anyone remember the Minnesota teams of the mid 
and late ’30s who shut out 23 teams in 72 games? No, sadly we 
didn’t either, but heck, here’s to the good ole Golden Gophers 
anyway. 

Truth be told, the defense never left. It was probably just hid- 
ing. Who could blame it? The decade of the '80s saw the average 
score of college games rise from 41.0 points per game (two teams 
combined) in 1980 all the way up to 48.8 in 1990, Any 
respectable defensive-minded person headed for the fallout shelter 


and waited for the fad to, pardon the expression, pass over. 

College stadiums needed air traffic controllers in the press 
boxes to monitor the flight path of all those balls in the air. Pass 
attempts per game soared to record levels, as did completions and 
with it came a narrowing of the gap between rushing plays and 
passing plays. First down? Throw it. 
Second down? Throw it. Third down? 
Throw the dang thing. Fourth down? 
What the heck. Fifth down? Well it 
sure seemed like they had five downs. 

“The offense had the edge and it 
was confident,” said North Carolina 
defensive coordinator Carl Torbush, 
whose defense was second in the 
nation last year, allowing what he 
rightfully calls a “phenomenal” 225.6 
(measly) yards of total offense per 
game. The Tar Heels were sixth in the 
nation the year before and with nine 
defensive starters back this season, are 
sure to be in the Top 10 again. 

The Bull market in scoring contin- 
ued in the '90s, but in 1992 there was 
a minor tremble felt on the field. It 
originated from Tuscaloosa, Ala. And 
while no revolution begins and ends 
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As offenses continue 
to post huge num- 
bers, defenses are 
going on the offen- 
sive with quicker, 
more physical players 
at each position. 


in one single, solitary place, it’s a good bet 
the ’92 national champion Crimson Tide 
opened the eyes of more than a few defen- 
sive coordinators across the nation. 

What Alabama did that year on its way 
to the national championship was go 13-0 
while absolutely stymieing the running 
games of virtually every opponent they 
faced. And they did it with a new attitude. 
Bigger was no longer better on defense. 
Quicker was bigger. . . and better. Led by 
the “Bullies of Bryant Drive,” defensive 
ends John Copeland and Eric Curry, 
Alabama held opponents to just 660 total 
yards on the ground (55.0 yards per game). 
And while the enemy’s passing game was 
allowed to get about 140 yards per game, 
nobody could figure out how to beat the 
Tide with under 200 yards of total offense 
per game. The team allowed just 12 touch- 
downs all year long and only twice did any 
team get to 21 points. 

“It was a unique group of young men 
with talent and speed,” said first-year 
Alabama head coach Mike Dubose, who 
was the defensive line coach for the Tide 
during the 92 campaign. “I think the thing 
I remember most about that team was we 
could run. We could run with teams like 
Miami because we had good quickness on 
the defensive side of the ball.” 


‘WHETHER TODAY'S DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS 
will admit it or not, there had to be a sub- 
liminal message from that Alabama 
team—Defense wins. Aggressive defense 
win aggressively. While some point directly 
to that 1992 ‘Bama team as a major influ- 
ence in the way defenses are now playing, 
the current defensive guru of college foot- 
ball, Florida Defensive Coordinator Bob 
Stoops, stopped short of giving credit to 
any one team or coach. “The worst thing 
you can do as a coach is shut yourself off to 
other ideas,” Stoops said. 

Even before Stoops could gain his repu- 
tation as one of the nation’s premier defen- 
sive minds, he had to first become one of 
the premier defensive minds in his own 
family. He is the son of the late Ron 
Stoops, a long-time coach at Cardinal 
Mooney High School in football-crazed 
Youngstown, Ohio (a Hail Mary from 
Canton, Ohio where the Stoops family 
lived). Bob’s younger brother, Mike, is the 
defensive coordinator at Kansas State (he 
and Bob helped turn around the woeful K- 
State program in the early ’90s). 

Their youngest brother, Mark, is the sec- 
ondary coach at Wyoming; another brother, 
Ron, is a high school defensive coach in 
Ohio and Uncle Bob is the defensive coor- 
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dinator at Div. I-AA Youngstown State. 
This family’s business was and is defense 
and they all have learned the same thing. 

“You want to dictate to the offense what 
they can and can’t do,” Mike said. And the 
way to do that in today’s game is to stop the 
run at the line of scrimmage, and smother 
receivers with one-on-one coverage. All of 
which requires, in a word, athletes or more 
accurately, ath-elites. 

“It’s a speed game,” said Mike Stoops, 
whose Wildcats were 16th in the nation in 
total defense last season and had one of the 
purest athletes to come into the.college 
game in quite a while in Chris Canty. 

“I think some of this evolved way back 
with Buddy Ryan [the 1985 Superbowl 
Shuffle Bears] where they crowded the 
receivers,” said Bob, whose Florida team 
finished as national champions as much 
because of his defense as because of Danny 
Wuerffel—although, as is now the case, the 
offense gets the glory while the defense 
shows the guts. Look at teams like 
Nebraska (just try and find a defensive 


‘coordinator who doesn’t marvel at what: 


the ‘Huskers do on D), Washington, 
Virginia Tech and Florida State and what 
you see are teams trying to dictate how the 
game will go even without possession of the 
ball. And what 20-year-old kid with the 
world at his feet wouldn’t like that? 

“Kids [up front] like blitzing quarter- 
backs and causing havoc and defensive 
backs like playing man-to-man coverage,” 
Bob Stoops said. “They all like the fact that 
you're forcing the mistakes and not waiting 
for the mistakes to happen.” 

“You have to have a lot of confidence to 
play this type of coverage,” said North 
Carolina sophomore comerback Dre’ Bly, 
who last season became the first freshman 
in college football history (and only the 
fifth ever) to be named first-team Associated 
Press All-America. “I never thought I’d 
have the type of season I did, but it’s 
because we all work together in this 
defense. I don’t think I probably would have 
had the type of year I did anywhere else.” 

Bly, at 5-foot-10, 190 pounds, is the very 
essence of the kind of player who fits well 
into the aggressive style of defense. “I’m a 
firm believer that in college football, size 
isn’t a necessity,” said North Carolina’s 
Torbush. “What you need is cat-quick 
defensive backs.” Torbush also pointed out 
the safeties of a few years back are now the 
outside linebackers, the outside linebackers 
are now the defensive ends and the defen- 
sive ends are now the defensive tackles. 
Simply put, speed kills. 

Stoops’ Florida defense may very well be 


the case study for all other defensive coor- 
dinators who want to run with the aggres- 
sive defense. While the Gators use more 
bump and run than most, the front seven 
are given the opportunity, when appropri- 
ate, to cause as much havoc, disruption and 
confusion (and that’s usually before the 
snap) as they can. 

The Gators last season allowed oppo- 
nents only 172.5 yards per game through 
the air, while the Gator offense was putting 
up almost twice that (334 ypg.). “And we're 
also giving the offense the ball in some pret- 
ty good field position,” Stoops said. 

“I think back when we were at Kansas 
State, [this defense] got to be our kind of 
trademark,” said Stoops, who was an All- 
America defensive back at Iowa, then an 
assistant coach at his alma mater before 
going to K-State in 1989. “You know, it’s a 
lot like what Rick Pitino and Kentucky 
have done in basketball. They play man- 
to-man and press and challenge all day 
long. That’s what our defense does.” 


THE 1997 SEASON WILL MARK THE 60TH 
anniversary of a mighty Santa Clara team 
that went 9-0, gave up nine points all year 
(a touchdown in the first game of the year 
and a safety in the sixth), beat LSU in the 
Sugar Bowl (6-0) and allowed just 559 total 
yards the entire season. That mark is still 
the fewest yards allowed per game. 
Nowadays, Peyton Manning throws for 559 
yards warming up on the sidelines. Before 
the national anthem. 

But don’t let the fact that Santa Clara 
no longer has football take away from the 
accomplishment of Buck Shaw’s boys that 
year. If you’re looking for a bar room bet for 
a record that will never be broken, throw 
that one in the “Drinks for Life” category. 

So it is, 60 years later, after a long domi- 
nance by the offenses where a pro-style 
offense was implemented on many campuses, 
that the defense is looking to rise once again. 
After the offensive coordinator went and got 
pointers from their professional counterparts 
on how to dissect the defense (what Dubose 
called “the trickle-down effect”), the defen- 
sive coordinators have now gone to their 
own pro counterparts and found answers to 
offset the offenses’ gains. Anything you can 
do I can do better. It’s high stakes poker 
where the game never ends. 

Said Torbush: “There's an evolution to it.” 

Which is another way of warning us not 
to throw out those Elmo Dolls, those 
Beanie Babies or those Birkenstocks. ll 


David Scott is freelance writer based in 
Mamaroneck, NY. 
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Expected To Keep 
Their Kids On The 
Straight and Narrow, 
Plus Win 
Championships, 
Today’s College 
Coaches Have Little 


Room for Error 


lortured 


RIZONA STATE COACH BRUCE 
Snyder remembers attending 
acoaching clinic when he first 
broke into the profession and 


to then-Notre Dame coach Ara 


listening 


Pars 


hian’s talking about the slant defense. For a 
young guy who wanted to teach Xs and Os and 


how to block and tackle, it was like heaven. 


Now he’s attending seminars on drug 
abuse and sexual violence. 

“T played golf with another Division |-A 
coach the other day, and before we made it 
to the first green, he was asking me what my 
policy was if a kid does this or that,” Snyder 
said. “It’s something you have to deal with.” 

Today’s college football coaches are 
being held accountable for more than ever 
before. If one of their players gets into a 
brawl outside a bar at 2 a.m., it’s the coach's 
fault. If a kid doesn’t do his homework, it’s 
the coach’s fault. 


“Anybody who's raised five or six chil- 
dren knows that they can’t keep up with 
those kids all the time,” Florida State coach 


Bobby Bowden said. “With 100 football 
players 


it’s impossible. I always tell parents 
had them for 17 years and couldn’t 
do anything with them. I've only had them 


for two. Give me a chance.” 

Despite the pressure to make sure players 
behave off the field, Bowden, Snyder and 
their peers know that winning on it is even 
more important. Twenty-four A coaches 
were replaced following last season, and 16 
of them were fired or forced to resign. None 
forced out by scandal, 
rather due to insufficient wins. In fact, the 
two programs whose players spent the most 
time on the police blotter in the past two 
years—Nebraska and Virginia Tech—never 
even discussed getting rid of their coaches, 
who have won big during their tenures. 

“The thing that hurts so much is that you 


of the deposed v 


see guys like [former Indiana coach] Bill 
Mallory who have excellent graduation rates 
and are doing what the academic people 
want them to do, but they didn’t win games, 
so they fire them,” Bowden said. “That's just 
the way it is.” 

This article examines the pressures facing 
college coaches through the eyes of four peo- 
ple: long-time Penn State coach Joe Paterno; 
Lou Tepper (one of nine Division I-A coach- 
es fired in 1996); Dr. William Kirwan, presi- 
dent of Maryland, which replaced Mark 
Duffner with Ron Vanderlinden following 
the 1996 season; and California senior wide 
receiver Bobby Shaw, who will play for his 
third different head coach this year. They 
talk about the relationships between coaches 
and players, the forces that influence admin- 
istrators, the difficulties of controlling off- 
field situations and—above all—the over- 
whelming pressure to win. 


The Success 

Whenever Joe Paterno hears about a 
school making yet another “fres| 
firing its football coach, he thinks back to 
what Ben Schwartzwalder, the former 
Syracuse coaching giant, used to say. 

“He always said that an athletic director 
should be able to fire one football coach,” 
Paterno said. “If he fires a second, he should 
be gone, too, because he hired the guy.” 

Although Paterno, who enters his 32nd 
year at Penn State this fall, has more job secu- 
rity than just about any other coach in the 
land, he still cringes when one of his peers is 
fired. He knows ADs are searching for some- 
body like him, the guy who graduates his 
players and still wins more than nine games a 
year, but today’s environment doesn’t make 
that combination too easy to accomplish. 

Paterno considers the 85-scholarship rule 
part of the problem. A coach who receives 
the mandate to turn around a loser in just 
three or four years needs to be almost perfect 
in his recruiting to accomplish that. One 
down year could stall the turnaround and 
ultimately cost the coach his job. 

“The first year a coach comes in, he can’t 
recruit anybody, because everybody else 
{including Penn State] is getting early com- 
mitments,” he said. “So, you can wipe out 
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that year. Then, they give a guy three more 
years to recruit three good classes, and in his 
fifth year, he has to be good. That’s tough. 
The worst part is that they'll fire that guy, 
and bring in somebody else to start all over.” 

Once a coach gets the kids on campus, he 
has to keep them there—and out of trouble. 
Paterno has the luxury of being choosy when 
he recruits, because his program attracts so 
much interest to begin with. If a top-notch 
player isn’t going to fit in with the rest of the 
Nittany Lions or is a potential behavioral 
risk, Paterno moves on to the next blue- 
chipper. New coaches rarely have that luxu- 
ty. They have to take chances and then hope 
their schools’ various seminars and support 
programs will provide some guidance. That's 
a lot to ask when coaches can only work with 
their players for 20 hours a week. 

That's why Paterno has periodic breakfast 
meetings with his seniors in an attempt to 
find out what's happening with his team. At 
some schools, the exchanges at those meals 
would be filled with platitudes and assur- 
ances from the players that there were no 
problems. Because Paterno and many of his 
lieutenants have been at Penn State so long 
and have developed reputations for caring 
about what's happening on their teams, they 
learn plenty over the bagels and oatmeal. 

“Because we have a track record of listen- 
ing, they'll tell us things,” Paterno said. 

In 31-plus years, Paterno hasn’t been 
able to assemble a perfect track record, but 
he has imbued the program with much more 
integrity than most. And he has won 289 


games in the process. That’s quite a combi- 
nation. No wonder he’s still working there, 
even at age 70, although some might think 
he’s a little crazy to still be going. Paterno 
wonders why sometimes, too. “It’s a very, 
very tough job,” he said. And that’s coming 
from a guy who has never been fired. 


The Boot 


If only Illinois Athletic Director Ron 
Guenther had stuck by his word that “no 
matter what,” Lou Tepper would be coaching 
at the school this season, Guenther would 
have been rewarded. Tepper is certain of that. 

He remembers what happened at 
William & Mary during the mid-1970s. The 
school’s administration let head coach Jim 
Root stick around for the final year of his 


contract, despite a dismal, 2-9 finish in 
1974. The Indians turned it around the next 
season and finished 7-4, their best record in 
more than two decades. Tepper, who was 
Root'’s defensive coordinator during that 
period, recalls that fans and alumni “wanted 
Jim’s head” in '74 but couldn't praise him 
enough the following season. 

History repeated itself 10 years later. In 
1984, Tepper was running the defense at 
Colorado, and the Buffs bumbled to a 1-10 
finish. Head coach Bill McCartney had one 
year left on his contract, and there were 
plenty of people in Boulder who wanted him 
out. The CU administration stuck with him, 
and Colorado finished 7-5 in 1985, earning 
its first bowl bid in nine years. 

“In today’s environment, Jim and Bill 


would have been fired,” Tepper said. 

He's right. Guenther reneged on his 
pledge and terminated Tepper following last 
year’s bleak, 2-9 showing. It seemingly didn’t 
matter that 91 percent of Tepper’s players 
had graduated—the highest figure in the Big 
Ten. Tepper’s exemplary attempts at foster- 
ing race relations on his team weren’t 
enough, either. The Illini went 2-9, and he 
was gone, joining deposed Big Ten coaches 
from Minnesota, Indiana and Purdue. 

“T think Ron Guenther could have said 
that even though those other schools had 
gotten rid of their coaches, Illinois was going 
to take the high road and let Lou Tepper fin- 
ish his final year,” Tepper said. “I think that 
would have been accepted.” 

Maybe. Northwestern’s huge success had 
spawned a “why not us?” sentiment in the 
Big Ten and paved the way for the four 
Perhaps Tepper should 
have listened earlier in his tenure when two 
different schools approached him about 


coaches’ ousters. 


leaving Illinois. Instead, he never even 
returned their phone calls. Worse yet, he 
didn’t use the entreaties as opportunities to 


leverage himself into a more lucrative or 
secure contract. And Tepper won't bad 
mouth Guenther. He says he forgives the 
AD and understands that Guenther bowed 
to “real pressures.” Illini fans never knew 


they had Ward Cleaver coaching their team. 

Tepper remains adamant that the Illini 
would have shown dramatic improvement 
this year. He even redshirted a few players 
who could have helped the team in '96, fig- 


Few coaches have 
\been able to wi 


and graduate play- 
ers as well as 70- 
year old Penn State 
jcoach Joe Paterno. 
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24 SKIDOO 


In just one year, 24 Division I-A football head coaching jobs changed 
hands, an astronomical number considering that there are just 112 such 
jobs available this fall. The 24 changes were the most since there was a 


24-coach turnover in 1987. 


ALABAMA In: Mike Dubose 
Out: Gene Stallings 

ARKANSAS ST. In: Joe Hollis 
Out: John Bobo 

BAYLOR In: Dave Roberts 
Out: Chuck Reedy 

BOISE ST. In: Houston Nutt 
Out: Pokey Allen 

B.C, In: Tom O’Brien 

L Out: Dan Henning 
CALIFORNIA In: Tom Holmoe 


Out: Steve Mariucci 
FRESNO ST. In: Pat Hill 
Out: Jim Sweeney 
ILLINOIS In: Ron Turner 
Out: Lou Tepper 
INDIANA In: Cam Cameron 
Out: Bill Mallory 
KANSAS In: Terry Allen 
Out: Glen Mason 
KENTUCKY In: Hal Mumme 
Out: Bill Curry 
MARYLAND In: Ron Vanderlinden 
Out: Mark Duffner 
MINNESOTA In: Glen Mason 
Out: Jim Wacker 
NEW MEXICO ST. ‘In: Tony Samuel 
Out: Jim Hess 
NOTRE DAME In: Bob Davie 
Out: Lou Holtz 
OREGON ST. In: Mike Riley 
Out: Jerry Pettibone 
PITTSBURGH In: Walt Harris 
Out: Johnny Majors 
PURDUE In: Joe Tiller 
Out: Jim Colleto 
SAN JOSE ST, In: Dave Baldwin 
Out: John Ralston 
SMU In: Mike Cavan 
Out: Tom Rossley 
TULANE In: Tommy Bowden 
Out: Buddy Teevens 
VANDERBILT In: Woody Widenhofer 
Out: Rod Dowhower 
W. MICHIGAN In: Gary Darnell 
Out: Al Molde 
WYOMING In: Dana Dimel 
Out: Joe Tiller 


uring they would make more of an impact in 
1997. “If | had known there were 10 families 
on the line, I would have used those players,” 
Tepper said, referring to his own family and 
those of his assistant coaches. 

Although Tepper endured significant pain 
following his first firing in 30 years of coaching, 
he is moving on. He lasted five days at the 
University of Maryland as Ron Vanderlinden’s 


Alabama def. coord. from ’90-’96 
Retired : 

Ohio State off. coord. last year 
Contract was not renewed 

Notre Dame off. coord. ’94-’96 
Fired 

Murray State head coach ’92-’96 
Resigned (to fight cancer) 
Virginia off. coord. ’91-"96 
Resigned 

Cal def. coord. last year 

Resigned to take S.F. 49ers head job 
Baltimore Ravens asst. ’93-’96 
Retired 

Chicago Bears asst. ’93-’96 

Fired 

Washington Redskins asst. ’94-’96 
Fired 

Northern lowa head coach ’89-’96 
Resigned to take Minnesota job 
Valdosta State head coach ’92-’96 
Fired 

Northwestern asst. ’92-'96 

Fired 

Kansas head coach ’88-’96 
Resigned 

Nebraska asst. ’86-’96 

Fired 

Notre Dame asst. ’94-’96 
Resigned 

USC off. coord. ’93-'96 

Resigned 

Ohio State QB coach ’95-’96 
Retired 

Wyoming head coach '90-’96 
Resigned 

CS Northridge head coach '95-’96 
Retired 

East Tenn. St. head coach ‘92-96 
Fired 

Auburn off. coord. ’91-’96 

Fired 

Vanderbilt def. coord. ’95-’96 
Fired 

Texas def. coord. ’92-'96 
Resigned 

Kansas St. off coord. ’95-’96 
Resigned to take Purdue job 


new defensive coordinator before realizing he 
wasn’t cut out for life inside the beltway. Now, 
he'll spend the year traveling throughout the 
country, dropping in on his peers at other 
schools. He has written a book on linebacker 
play and is studying offensive schemes— the 
one weak link in his considerable coaching 
arsenal—to make himself a better candidate 
his next opportunity. Like his long-time 


friend, Missouri coach Larry Smith, who took 
a year’s sabbatical after being fired from USC, 
Tepper is looking forward to increased time 
with his family but itching to get back into 
the crazy world of coaching—even though he 
understands its pitfalls. 

“If stadiums aren’t full, it doesn’t matter 
what kind of teacher and coach you are,” he 
said. “The pain is real when you get fired. At 
the same time, if I could find an environ- 
ment where I could be a teacher and could 
win I would jump in again with both feet.” 


The Player 

Bobby Shaw may be completing his 
degree in American Studies at California 
this year, but he’s getting an education in 
sports business, too. The senior wide receiv- 
er will be playing for his third head coach in 
four years this season and has matured from 
an idealist to someone who understands that 
college football is more than just fun and 
games—particularly when it comes to the 
man running the program. 

Shaw began to realize this in earnest as 
he helped former Cal coach Steve Mariucci 
clean out his office last winter. After just one 
season with the Bears, Mariucci was taking 
over the San Francisco 49ers, a dream job if 
there ever was one. Shaw understood that, 
but he also realized that as coaches are hired 
and fired or merely move on, the players are 
the ones who are expected to adjust, no mat- 
ter what happens. They may be recruited by 
one guy and end up playing for another—or 
two others. That’s what happened to Shaw, 
who played under Keith Gilbertson in 1994 
and ‘95 and caught 61 pe last year under 
Mariucci, who took over after Gilbertson 
was fired. Now, it’s on to Tom Holmoe, last 
year's defensive coordinator. 

“The whole thing has more or less made 
me numb,” Shaw said. “It’s really just a busi- 
ness. I didn’t like to see it that much at the 
college level. I'd like to still relate to the 
coach and think that the game is fun. But 
when you have to keep getting adjusted to 
new systems and philosophies, it makes it 
hard. If the next level presents itself to me, 
I'll be more prepared for it than others.” 

When coaches leave schools, we often 
hear about the fates of their assistants, who 
must find new work while keeping food on 
the table for their families. But we don’t hear 
much about the players. They're young. 
They’re resilient. But they are just as prone 
to becoming jaded as older folks. For some, 
it’s never an issue. When you go to Penn 
State or Nebraska, you know your coach is 
going to be there for four years. For others, 
it’s an adventure. Fifth-year seniors at 
Boston College have witnessed a parade of 
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Bobby Bowden's 
on-field success 
has overshadowed 
the team's off-field 
problems. 


head and assistant coaches during their time 
at the school. They were recruited by Tom 
Coughlin, suffered through the mediocrity 
and scandal of Dan Henning’s tenure and 
now hope to close their careers on a positive 
note under new boss Tom O’Brien. 
Defensive veterans will be adjusting to their 
fifth coordinator in as many years, while 
quarterbacks like Matt Hasselbeck will be 
tutored by the fifth coach at their position in 
four years. No wonder these guys don’t 
always do what they're told. It’s tough to 
develop respect and trust in nine months. 
“There is a lack of faith that grows every 
time you have to extend your hand to a new 
coach,” Shaw said. “You ask yourself if he’s 
going to be here next year. That’s where the 
road gets rocky. You don’t want to extend 
yourself to form a personal relationship if 
they're going to be gone next year.” 

Those coaches who do stick around face 
the considerable challenge of motivating 
the players to win on the field and behave 
off it. It’s not really fair, since coaches can’t 
spend every minute with their teams, and all 
the seminars and warnings can’t guarantee 
that college kids are going to make the right 
choices every time. Shaw says that it’s unfor- 
tunate that coaches must be held account- 
able when players don’t study or run afoul of 
the law. There has to be some responsibility 
accepted by team members. 

“Although we're kids, we're also some- 
what grown,” he said. “We know what's right 
and what's wrong. When a situation arises, 


we know what to do. The coach can only do 


so much. It’s on the players to make the right 


choice, not some counseling program. 


“On the other hand, it could be that the 


coaches didn’t make t 


ne consequences clear 


enough. If a player does something wrong, 
he should know that he can’t play.” 
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Shaw will play this year, all right. For 
another coach. In another system. His learn- 
ing experience continues. 


Win or Lose It 

Maybe Mark Duffner should blame Lefty 
Driesell and Bob Wade for his firing last fall. 
If the Maryland basketball program hadn’t 
been slapped with a probation sentence in 
the 1980s, then the school’s athletic depart- 
ment wouldn’t be in debt right now, and the 
pressure to generate revenues to support the 
burgeoning women’s sports menu might not 
be so great. 

That reality of modern big-time college 
athletics revolves around money. The best 
way to generate that money is with more wins 
than losses. More wins fill the seats, attract 
the television cameras and induce alumni to 
make hefty donations. At Maryland, they 
help eradicate the debt. “We have a plan to 
retire the debt in the next three years,” 
Maryland President Dr. William Kirwan said. 

That plan will require significant help 
from the football program, which is now 
under the guidance of former Northwestern 
defensive coordinator Ron Vanderlinden. 
He will be charged with the same responsi- 
bilities as other head coaches—graduating 
players, keeping them out of trouble and 
winning. Especially winning. Although Dr. 
Kirwan lauds Duffner's efforts in the 
extracurricular activities of a coach, he can- 
not ignore the man’s 20-36 won-loss 
record, no matter how hard he tries. 
When Maryland AD Debbie Yow 
made the decision to fire Duffner 
after last year, during which the 
Terps won just five games, she had 
the full support of Kirwan, who tries 
but doesn’t succeed to refute the 
claims of coaches who say that win- 
ning is the ultimate bottom line. 

“Everyone here had nothing but 
the highest regard for coach Duffner 
as a human being, for his values and 
the way he represented the universi- 
ty,” Kirwan said. “And we're all sorry 
and saddened by the fact that his 
teams weren't successful. Some look 
at it and say that winning is the only 
thing that matters. No. There are 
other things. As sorry as we are to see 
coach Duffner leave, we have hired a 
coach who has many of the same 
wonderful human qualities as coach 
Duffner, who also has a chance to 
produce a competitive football team. 

“Athletics are such an expensive 
undertaking that we have to fill 
Byrd Stadium.” 

Kirwan’s statement is emblemat- 


| Cal receiver 
Bobby Shaw is 
working on 
head coach 
number three. | 


ic of the situation facing administrators. They 
cannot tolerate coaches whose teams careen out 
of control off the field or who break the rules to 
win on it. But they realize that a roster filled with 
Boy Scouts and 4.0 students that wins two games 
a year won't cut it, either. Although Kirwan and 
Yow are thrilled that Vanderlinden will make 
sure the Terps will study and help little old ladies 
cross the street, they’re probably even more excit- 
ed with the thought that he’ll help the team win 
games. That will help raise the money to retire 
the debt and move the entire program ahead. 

Kirwan likens Yow's job to that of a university 
president. She must balance budgets, manage dif- 
ferent constituencies, deal with the media and 
devise successful marketing plans, among other 
things. If the main revenue source is lagging, she 
must fix that, even if it means letting go a good 
man like Duffner. Kirwan also understands the 
pressures facing college football coaches, particu- 
larly at a time when the premium placed on win- 
ning is higher than ever, and the ability to disci- 
pline young men is harder each year. Those 
coaches, however, are not confronting those pres- 
sures without reward. 

“They make a lot of money, and nobody's 
forcing them to do the job,” Kirwan said. “They 
must get some pleasure out of it. But I certainly 
respect the difficulty of the jobs they do.” 

For however short, or long, they have them. ll 


Michael Bradley is a freelance writer based in 
Philadelphia. 
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SEPT. 20 FLORIDA STATE AT 
CLEMSON 
NOV. 8 GEORGIA TECH AT 
VIRGINIA 
4 FLORIDA STATE 6 MARYLAND ec tesla 
2 NORTH CAROLINA 7 N.C. STATE 
3 CLEMSON 8 DUKE 
4 VIRGINIA 9 WAKE FOREST 
5 GEORGIA TECH 


QB; C.Keldorf 65/245) r 


RB; R.Priester  6-1/230 SI 

RB: T.Stephens  6-0/196 Sr. 

WR: H.Middleton 6-0/187 Sr. Georgia Tech 
WR: E.G,Green 5-11/189 Sr, ——_—Florid 

TE: L. Hall 6-4/252 Sr. Clemson 
OL: J. Bundren 284 Sr my 
OL: G. Rountree 

OL: J. Saturday “N.Carolina 
OL: L. Gilbert N.C. State 
OL: 7. Thomas Florida St. 
PK: D, Frakes Georgia Tech 


DL: V.Holliday -6-5/272 Sr, Carolina) 
DL: A.Wadsworth 6-2/282 Sr. Florida St. 
DL: G.Ellis 6-6/250 Sr N,Carolina 
LB: B.Simmons 6-4/230 Sr. “N. Carolina 
LB: A.Simmons 6-2/213 Jr. 

LB: S, Cowart 6-3/239 
LB: D. Bush 6-2/230 
LB: 

DB: 


: K.Brooking  6-3/235 
: R. Williams = 5-11/165 Ji 


eres 
N. 


DB: Dre Bly 5-10/180 So. Carolina 
DB; A.Poindexter 6-1/202 rinia 
DB: 0. Brown 5-10/192 Sr. N. Carolina 


P: TrippMoore 6-2/215 Ji Ke Forest 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Chris Keldorf, QB, North Carolina 


Defensive Player of the Year: 
Brian Simmons, LB, North Carolina 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Rasheed Simmons, LB/DE, Maryland 
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CLEMSON FACTS 


“15 


< Clemson 


mmy West attributes the Tigers’ 


Coach: Tommy West, 4th year, 21 
196 Record: 7-5 (6-2 conf.) 
Home Stadium: Clemson Memorial Stadium, Clemson, 
S.C. (81,473; grass) 


Returning Starters: 16 (8 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) : slo 1996 to off-the-field distractions, 
Key Players Lost: Trevor Pryce, DE (1st-team All-ACC); but had ee te ercoments 
Dexter McCleon, CB (2nd-team All-ACC); Jamie | °\" nad enialiaht alerts ove) pase 
Trimble, C (2nd-team All-ACC) ana zether a five-game win streak. 
3 How e Tigers did lose each of their last 
LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS twog yafield goal. 
Passing: Nealon Greene, Sr, 111-219-1,446 yards, “E lly, that’s all behind us now,” said 
8 TDs, 8 INTs We ars 9 ah aoe che cons 
Rushing: Raymond Priester, Sr, 257 carries, 1,345 est, enters '97 with one of the nation’s 
yards, 6 TDs most wuctive running backs (Raymond 
Receiving (Catches): Kenya Crooks, Sr., 30, 2 TDs Prieste and an All-America linebacker 


Receiving (Yards): Crooks, 444 
Tackles: Anthony Simmons, Jr., 178 


Sacks: Simmons, 7 


Interceptions: Antwan Edwards, Jr., 2 
Punting: Kevin Laird, Jr., 37.2 avg. 
Kicking: Matt Padgett, So., 7-12 FGs (long 48), 


20-21 PATs 


Scoring: Priester, 44 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 APPALACHIAN ST, 
9/13 atN.C. State 

9/20 FLORIDA STATE 
9/27 at Georgia Tech 
10/4 TEXAS-EL PASO 
10/11 VIRGINIA 


10/25 at Maryland 
11/1 at Wake Forest 
11/8 DUKE 

11/15 NO. CAROLINA 
11/22 at So. Carolina 


1996 RESULTS 
at No. Carolina; L, 45-0 
FURMAN; W, 19-3 


WAKE FOREST; W, 21-10 
at Florida State; L, 34-3 
at Duke; W, 13-6 
GEORGIA TECH; W, 28-25 
MARYLAND; W, 35-3 

at Virginia; W, 24-16 

N.C. STATE; W, 40-17 

SO. CAROLINA; L, 34-31 
vs. LSU; L, 10-7* 

*in Peach Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: N. Greene (Sr., 5-11, 190)* 


Billy Luckie (So., 6-3, 206) 


TB: R. Priester (Sr., 6-1, 230)* 


‘Sam Zanders (So., 5-11, 218) 


FB: Travis Macklin (Jr., 6-1, 240) T. Witherspoon (So., 6-0, 


240) 


WR: Tony Home (Sr., 5-10, 190) 


Brian Wofford (So., 6-1, 160) 


WR: K. Crooks (Sr., 6-3, 208)* 


Mal Lawyer (So., 6-1, 180) 


TE: Lamont Hall (Sr., 6-4, 245)" 


Wesley Ellis (Jr., 6-4, 240) 


LT: Jim Bundren (Sr., 6-3, 290)* 


Mark Landry (Sr., 6-4, 270) 


LG: Zane Lewis (Jr, 6-2, 283) 


Corey Hulsey (So., 6-7, 345)__ 


C: Jason Gamble (Jr., 6-3, 290) 


Matt Butler (Jr., 6-4, 290)* 


RG: G. Rountree (Sr., 6-3, 290)" 


B. Banasiewcz (Jr., 6-3, 290)_ 


RT: H. Postell (Jr., 6-6, 290)* 


Joedy Mitchell (So., 6-6, 290) 


DEFENSE 


DE: Tony Plantin (Sr., 6-4, 273) 


Gary Childress (Fr,, 6-3, 256) 


NG: R. White (Sr., 6-3,270)" 


D. McKenzie (So., 6-2, 271) _ 


(Anthc\, Simmons). 

There are 16 starters and 55 lettermen back 
from last year, with solid talent on both the 
offensive and defensive lines. 


OFFENSE: Nealon Greene has starting 
experience, but he hasn’t been able to produce 
a passing attack to adequately complement 
Clemson’s strong rushing game. Steve 
Ensminger, who coached Eric Zeier at 
Georgia, will be Greene's third offensive coor- 
dinator in three years as a starter. The Tigers 
ranked 92nd in the nation in passing offense 
last year, and the focus once again will be on 
improving Greene’s play-action and first-down 
passing. 

Greene will have two veteran receivers to 
throw to in Tony Horne and Kenya Crooks. 
Home is a big-play threat. A new dimension 
in the passing game could be fullback Terry 
Witherspoon, a sophomore who 
looked very impressive in the 
spring. 

West would like to develop 
more depth at tailback but only to 
give Priester a breather. The 6- 
foot-1, 230-pound senior already is 
Clemson’s all-time leading rusher, 
having topped the 1,300-yard 
mark in each of the last two years. 
This year, he'll run behind a veter- 
an offensive line, perhaps the 
team’s top strength. All five starters return, led 


QB Nealon Greene 

must make plays in 

the passing game. 
* Players must stay 


out of trouble off 
the field. 
Secondary must 
adequately replace 
three starters. 


ANTHONY SIMMONS-LB 


Bromell (DE), who had a strong spring, should 
pave the way. Outside linebackers Adrian 
Dingle and Rahim Abdullah each had six 
sacks last season. 

The Tigers set a team record last year with 
46 sacks, and they'll need to keep the pressure 
on while the secondary breaks in three new 
starters. Strong safety Antwan Edwards is the 
leader of the group, and sophomore DoMarco 
Fox is expected to start at one cornerback spot 
when he recovers from spring shoulder surgery. 
A pair of junior college transfers, Dextra Polite 
and Antoine Hunter, are expected to make an 

immediate impact. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Then- 
freshman kicker Matt Padgett 
missed a 37-yard field goal 
attempt late in last year’s 34-31 
loss to South Carolina, then had 
a 52-yarder blocked in the 10-7 
Peach Bowl loss to LSU. 
However, Padgett’s 48-yard boot 
against N.C. State last season 
indicates he can win games for 
the football team as well. Punter Kevin Laird 


DE: L. Bromell (Sr., 6-6, 250) Gary Childress (Fr, 6-3, 256) | by All-ACC left tackle Jim Bundren and sec- doesn’t have the strongest leg, but he set a 
eee eee # Tinea Teo ond-team All-ACC right guard Glenn — school record last season by landing 24 punts 
}: Mond mn (Sr., 245)* Haro! leans (So., 6-0, a ~ A 5 ee i Pas é 
LB: A. Simmons (Jr, 6-1, 225)" Chris Jones (Jr, 6-1, 216) Rountree. Throw in returning starter Lamont — inside the opponent's 20. In addition to his 


LB: Howard Bartiey (Jr., 6-1, 200)* R. Abdullah (So., 6-6, 235) 


CB: DoMarco Fox (So., 6-1, 183) Phillip Ashe (Fr., 5-9, 168) 


CB: Damond Ward (Jr., 5-10, 172) David Evans (So., 5-8, 173) 


‘SS: A. Edwards (Jr., 6-1, 210)* 


Rod Gardner (Fr., 6-4, 212) 


FS: Michael Allen (Jr., 5-11, 195) R. Goodson (Jr., 5-10, 190) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: Matt Padgett (So., 6-0, 200)* 


D. Richardson (Sr., 6-1, 178) 


P: Kevin Laird (Jr., 5-11, 172)* 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 


Michael Brice (Jr, 5-11, 175) 


* RB Raymond Priester needs 149 all-purpose 
yards to become Clemson’s all-time career 


leader. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.clemsontigers. com 
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Hall at tight end, and Clemson should better 
last year’s average of 198 rushing yards per game. 


DEFENSE: Clemson's strong defense returns 
five starters in the front seven. Leading the way 
for the inside linebacker spot is Butkus Award 
candidate Simmons, a true junior who already 
has more than 300 career tackles. 

“J have never seen Anthony Simmons have 
a bad game or even a bad practice,” West said. 
“He is a model of consistency.” 

First-round NFL draft pick Trevor Pryce 
must be replaced on the defensive line, but 
West still considers this a position of strength. 
Seniors Raymond White (MG) and Lorenzo 


receiving duties, Horne could be a dangerous 
kickoff return specialist. 


RECRUITING: The Tigers landed an heir 
apparent to Priester in 5-11, 200 tailback Javis 
Austin, who scored 32 touchdowns as a prep 
senior. Players who could have an immediate 
impact include receiver Michael Seth and safe- 
ty Robert Carswell. Seth enrolled early at 
Clemson and drew raves from West during 
spring practice. Quarterback Slade Nagle 
enrolled early and performed favorably in the 
spring. 


By Craig Ellenport, SportsFan Online 
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DESI THOMAS-CB 


Start seven freshmen, two on the offensive 
line and two in the secondary. Stir in a little 
quarterback controversy, an up-year for both 
Army and Navy, and a ridiculous inability to 
hold onto the ball or take it away, and you've got 
he makings of a disaster of historic proportions. 
Last year, Duke wasn't just the first winless team 
from the Atlantic Coast Conference since 1967. 
Since teams played only nine or 10 games three 
decades ago, the Blue Devils had the distinction 
of being the firs: ACC team ever to go 0-11. 
Duke's downer came only two years after 
coach Fred Goldsmith—in his Durham debut— 
had taken the Blue Devils to the 
fall of Fame Bowl. Somehow, he 
managed to put a positive spin on 
the proceedings, in part because his 
team was so young, and in_ part 
yecause they kept fighting until the 
end, as Duke was in position to win 
three of its last six games. 

“T don’t want to make any 
excuses, but it was something | 
knew we were getting into,” 
Goldsmith said of the first winless season at Duke 
since the 1894 team went 0-1. “We were so 
young, it reminded me of what it was like in your 
first year in a program, or at a high school that 
was just opening. What encouraged me is that 
we stayed positive. We had good chemistry, in 
part because our kids knew they were getting bet- 
ter. A year like that would usually tear a team 
apart and cause you to lose all of your support, 
but it wasn’t that way at all. It was a fun team to 
coach. As young as we were, it felt like it was a 


year-long spring practice.” 

While a return to a bow! would appear to be 
out of the question, an experienced defense, an 
improved offensive line and some solid talent at 
running back should keep the Blue Devils from 
making any more ignominious history. 


OFFENSE: Duke scored more than two touch- 
downs in only four games last season, and the 
Blue Devils must become more productive on 
offense. There was indecision at quarterback, 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* Take advantage 
of September’s 
schedule. 
¢ Mend the psycho- 


logical wounds of 

1996. 
e Improve a turnover 

margin of-1.55. 


where Dave Green and Matt Rader split time. 
Rader transferred to Penn, but by no means does 
Green have a lock on the position. Goldsmith 
spent the spring grading red-shirt sophomore 
Kevin Thompson—whom Duke recruited out of 
the prep hotbed of Thomasville, Ga., two years 
ago—and redshirt freshmen Spencer Romine 
and Bobby Campbell. 

As a true freshman, Letavious Wilks led the 
Blue Devils in rushing. The year before, 
Laymarr Marshall cranked out 708 yards. Split 
end Corey Thomas, flanker Reco Owens and 
tight end Jeff Hodrick have all had their 
moments, but the offensive line was painfully 
inexperienced last year. When Patrick 
Mannelly lasted all of one quarter before being 
sidelined by a nagging groin pull, the Blue 
Devils were left with two freshmen at tackle. At 
the time, Gannon Shepherd and Austin 
Smithwick could have used another year of sea- 
soning, but they're better for the experience. 


DEFENSE: The Blue Devils must replace line- 
backer Billy Granville, their leading tackler, but 
everyone else of consequence is back on a unit 
that steadied itself after putting up little resis- 
tance in some early-season games. Everywhere 
Goldsmith looks, there is an experienced hand. 
Inside linebacker Chike Egbuniwe and free safe- 
ty Tawambi Settles are three-year starters. Rangy 
junior Brian McCormack is developing into a 
force at outside linebacker. As 
freshmen, nose guard Chris Combs 
was the sack leader, and Darius 
Clark started every game at strong 
safety. 

“We've got some good-sized 
kids who can run, but most of them 
needed to mature physically,” 
Goldsmith said. “You can tell the 
difference when players go into 
their third or fourth year.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The Blue Devils lost their 
most productive player, as punter John Krueger 
got them out of many a hole with his ACC- 
leading 45.2 punting average. Duke won a hot 
recruiting war for Brian Morton. But if he’s not 
ready to step in, kicker Sims Lenhardt can also 
do the punting. Richmond Flowers, whose 
father was an All-America at Tennessee, got 
plenty of opportunities for kickoff returns as a 
true freshman. 


RECRUITING: Duke scored big at tight end: 
Nate Krill and Mike Hart were considered two of 
the best prospects in the East. The Blue Devils 
signed 17 players, but only one from the state of 
North Carolina. Linebacker Todd DeLamielleure 
didn’t require a big sales pitch since his father Joe, 
the former All-Pro lineman with the Buffalo Bills, 
coaches Duke's offensive line. 


By Paul McMullen, The Baltimore Sun 


DUKE FACTS 


Coach: Fred Goldsmith, 4th year, 11-23; 36-61-1 
overall 

96 Record: 0-11 (0-8 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Wallace Wade Stadium, Durham, 
N.C. (33,941; grass) 

Returning Starters: 21 (9 off., 10 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: John Krueger, P (2nd-team All- 
ACC); Billy Granville, LB; Marc Wilson, WR 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Dave Green, Sr, 88-165-958 yards, 4 TDs, 
3 INTs 

Rushing: Letavious Wilks, So., 116 carries, 554 yards, 
2TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Corey Thomas, Sr., 38, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Thomas, 527 

Tackles: Tawambi Settles, Sr., 106 

Sacks: Chris Combs, So., 8 

Interceptions: Five with one 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Sims Lenhardt, So., 9-15 FGs (long 47); 
15-18 PATS 


Scoring: Lenhardt, 42 

1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 N.C. STATE at Florida State; L, 44-7 
CAKINelaciuiccus | N' WESTERN; L, 38-13 
9/20 ARMY at Army; L, 35-17 

9/27 NAVY at Georgia Tech; L, 48-22 
10/4 at Maryland at Navy; L, 64-27 

10/11 FLORIDA STATE 8 ei8 =" fo) SF Bakes) 
10/18 at Virginia MARYLAND; L, 22-19 
GNA fe) 13S) | VIRGINIA; L, 27-3 

11/8 atClemson at N.C, State; L, 44-22 
ohvabwc|=e);telNui=teln) | at Wake Forest; L, 17-16 
11/22 at No. Carolina NO. CAROLINA; L, 27-10 

TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: David Green (Sr., 6-3, 200)*_K. Thompson (So., 6-3, 205) _ 

RB: Letavious Wilks (So., 6-0, 185) Matt DeOrio (Sr., 6-0, 200) _ 

FB: Dawud Rasheed (Jr, 6-0, 225) L. Marshall (Sr., 5-11, 220)* 
‘Thomas (Sr., 6-1, 170)* S. M 6-1, 1: 

leco Owens (Jr., 6-0, 170)*_R. Flowers (So., 6-1, 190) 

TE: Jeff Hodrick (Sr., 6-3, 215) _T. Dupree (So., 6-5, 245) 

LT: Patrick Mannelly (Sr., 6-6, 285) Wes White (Fr., 6-8, 275) 

LG: L. Friedman (So., 6-4, 280)" Aaron Duke (Jr., 6-3, 265) 

C: John Gordon (Sr., 6-5, 280)* _ Troy Andrew (Fr., 6-5, 260) 

RG: Chad Melita (Sr., 6-3 280)" _ Wally Niemcow (Fr., 6-5, 275) 

RT: A. Smithwick (So., 6-6, 255)* Rob Hines (So., 6-6, 270) 


DEFENSE 
DT: Chris Combs (So., 6-6, 270)* Troy Austin (Fr,,6-3, 260) 
NG: Eric Scanlan (Jr,, 6-2, 255)*_M. Steinbaugh (So., 6-4, 250) 
DE: Chris Ruzic (Jr., 6-3, 260)*__G. Shepherd (So., 6-8, 255)" 
LB: B, McCormack (Jr., 6-6, 245)* Kendral Knight (Fr., 6-5, 225) 
LB: C. Eqbuniwe (Sr, 6-3, 225)" _R. Stallmeyer (So., 6-2, 220) 
LB: Lyle Burdine (Jr, 6-3, 230) Jim Kovach (Jr,, 6-3, 220) 
LB: Kevin Lewis (So., 6-1, 215)*_Chris Norkus (Jr, 220) 
CB; Alonzo Moyer (Jr, 5-10, 180)* Desi Thomas (Jr. 5-11, 180)_ 
CB: Lamar Grant (So., 6-0, 185)*_ Kenan Holley (Jr., 5-11, 180)_ 
‘SS: Darius Clark (So., 5-11, 200)* Brian Krenzel (Jr, 6-1, 210) _ 
FS: T. Settles (Sr., 6-3, 195)* Eric Jones (So., 6-1, 190) 


) SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Sims Lenhardtt (So., 5-11, 185)* Matt Mapes (Jr, 5-8, 170) 
P: Brian Morton (Fr., 6-5, 215) _S, Lenhardt (So,, 5-11, 185) 


* Denotes returning starter. 


MILESTONES 

* Last year, the Blue Devils became the first 
team in ACC history to go 0-11. 

© With 120 career receptions, Corey Thomas 
should move into the ACC’s all-time Top 10. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.GoDuke.com 
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FLORIDA ST. FACTS 


Coach: Bobby Bowden, 22nd year, 197-150-4; 270- 
82-4 overall 

96 Record: 11-1 (8-0 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Doak Campbell, Tallahassee, Fla. 
(77,500; grass) 

Returning Starters: 11 (6 off., 5 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Peter Boulware, DE (1st-team All- 
America); Reinard Wilson, DE (1st-team All-America); 
Warrick Dunn, TB (2nd-team All-America); Andre 
Cooper, WR (ist-team All-ACC); Byron Capers, CB 
(1st-team All-ACC); Walter Jones, OL (2nd-team All- 
ACC); Todd Fordham, OL (2nd-team All-ACC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Thad Busby, Sr., 134-243-1,866 yards, 
16 TDs, 12 INTs 

Rushing: Laveraneus Coles, So., 14 carries, 91 yards 
Receiving (Catches): E.G. Green, Sr., 34, 7 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Green, 662 

Tackles: Daryl Bush, Sr., 101 

Sacks: Greg Spires, Sr., 6 

Interceptions: Shevin Smith, Sr., 3 

Punting: None 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Green, 42 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 . atUSC DUKE; W, 44-7 

9/13 MARYLAND at N.C. State; W, 51-17 

9/20 atClemson NORTH CAROLINA; W, 13-0 
10/4 MIAMI CLEMSON; W, 34-3 

10/11 atDuke at Miami (Fla.); W, 34-16 
pal:ite}<elsfel/ Wiel | VIRGINIA; W, 31-24 

10/25 at Virginia at Georgia Tech; W, 49-3 
11/1 N.C. STATE vs. Wake Forest; W ,44-7 


11/8 atNo.Carolina So. Mississippi; W, 54-14 
11/15 WAKE FOREST vs Maryland; W, 48-10 
11/22 at Florida FLORIDA; W, 24-21 
vs. Florida; L, 52-20* 
* in Sugar Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Thad Busby (Sr., 6-3, 220)* Dan Kendra (So., 6-2, 245)_ 
FB: Lamarr Glenn (Jr., 6-1 K. Abdullah (Jr., 6-0, 230) 
RB: Travis Green (Fr. 6-0, 190) _ Dee Feaster (Jr., 5-9, 182) 
WR: E.G. Green (Sr,, 5-11, 190)" _L. Coles (So., 6-1, 195) 

WR: Peter Warrick (So., 6-0, 190) G. Stringer (So., 5-11, 185) _ 
TE: M. Pearsall (Sr,, 6-1, 255)*__M. Jackson (Jr., 6-5, 265) 
OT: Ross Brannon (Fr., 6-8, 280)_Larry Smith (So., 6-5, 288) _ 
OG: J. Whitaker (So., 6-5, 290) _J. Carmichael (Fr., 6-3, 288) 
C: Kevin Long (Sr,, 6-5, 200)" _Eric Thomas (So., 6-3, 278) 
OG: Donald Heaven (Fr, 6-5, 305) Justin Amman (Fr., 6-4, 275) 
OT: Tra Thomas (Sr., 6-8, 330)* _T. Crumitie (Fr., 6-5, 310) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Greg Spires (Sr,, 6-2, 270) __ Chris Walker (So., 6-6, 225) 
DT: Jerry Johnson (So., 6-2, 280) David Tulloch (Sr., 6-2, 270) 
NG: Julian Pittman (Sr, 6-3, 282) Corey Simon (So., 6-4, 275) 
DE: A. Wadsworth (Sr,, 6-4, 282)* Tony Bryant (Jr., 6-4, 268) 
LB: Sam Cowart (Sr., 6-3, 239)* _T. Rackley (So., 6-2, 228) 
LB: Daryl Bush (Sr,, 6-2, 235)" _D. Stephens (Jr., 6-3, 236) _ 
LB: Lamont Green (Jr, 6-3, 230) Hank Grant (Jr., 6-2, 230) 
CB: Samari Rolle (Sr., 6-1, 175)" _T. Saunders (Jr, 5-10, 185) _ 
CB: Mario Edwards (Jr, 6-2, 195) C. Cody (Fr., 5-11, 180) 
SS: Shevin Smith (Sr,, 6-0, 191)" Sean Key (Jr, 601, 190) 
FS: Dexter Jackson (Jr., 6-1, 195) R. Hammond (Sr, 6-3, 195) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Bill Gramatica (Fr., 5-10, 165) _K.Coltrell (Fr, 6-4, 205) 
P:K. C'trell (Fr., 6-4, 205) B. Gram’ca (Fr., 5-10, 165) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 
* FSU's third victory this season will be Coach 
Bobby Bowden's 200th at the school. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.fsu.edu/~athletic 
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The 1997 season can’t start soon enough for 
Florida State. The Seminoles’ lasting memories 
of '96 are of their No. 1-ranking, the first 11-0 
record in school history and their national- 
championship shot being ruined in the Sugar 
Bowl by the hated Florida Gators, of all teams. 

On top of that, the Seminoles also proved 
Florida coach Steve Spurrier’s pre-bowl allega- 
tions of dirty tactics against FSU players to be 
prophetic. So blatant were the penalties, 
Seminoles coach Bobby Bowden apologized for 
his team’s behavior during the post-game news 
conference. 

Now it’s time to make amends, and FSU has 
more than enough weapons—including the 
nation’s No. 1 incoming freshmen class—to 
duplicate last year’s regular-season run, if not 
better it. The road, however, will be much 
tougher. The Seminoles must negotiate a brutal 
toad schedule that takes them to Southern 
California, Clemson, Virginia, North Carolina 
and Florida. 


OFFENSE: Solid-but-unspectacular Thad 

Busby held off Dan Kendra and Chris Weinke 

in the spring and enters '97 as the starting quar- 

terback. FSU coaches wish Busby would put in 

more preparation time, but he’s the best the 

Seminoles have for now. A more productive 

season from his receivers would help take some 

pressure off Busby. Wideout E.G. 

Green, or perhaps blossoming 
sophomore Peter Warrick, needs 
to have a big year. 

With the departure of Warrick 
Dunn, the search began for a new 
No. 1 tailback. Laveraneus Coles, 
Vannez Gooch and Dee Feaster 
all warranted consideration, but 
the job is expected to go to fresh- 
man Travis Minor, the USA Today Offensive 
Player of the Year. Minor, a speedster who 
tushed for 2,649 yards and 33 touchdowns last 
fall, is out of Baton Rouge (La.) Catholic, the 
same school that produced Dunn. He was 
offered Dunn’s No. 28, but chose to wear No. 
23 in deference to FSU’s departed career-rush- 
ing leader. 

Losing tackle Walter Jones early to the NFL 
was a blow to the offensive line. The Seminoles 
return just two starters: center Kevin Long and 
tackle Tra Thomas. Look for development from 
promising young players like Donald Heavens. 


DEFENSE: FSU will be terrific, as usual, even 
with the exit of NCAA sack leader Peter 
Boulware, who opted for the NFL draft. Andre 
Wadsworth switched from tackle to end in the 
offseason to offset Boulware’s departure; he’s the 
next great Seminoles defender. With Greg 
Spires on the end, sandwiching rotating tackles 


* QB Thad Busby must, 
be a game-winner. 
* Find a replacement 


for Warrick Dunn. 

* The Seminoles need 
better and more 
consistent play at 
cornerback. 


Py Florida State 


ae 


DARYL BUSH-LB 


Julian Pittman, Corey Simon and surprising 
walk-on David Tulloch, FSU’s defensive line 
should be its strength again. 

Linebacker Sam Cowart, who missed '96 
after blowing out a knee in the Orange Bowl 
the season before, is back. Cowart led the 
Seminoles in tackles two years ago and will line 
up alongside Butkus Award candidate and 
senior Daryl Bush, who was second in stops last 
season. 

Once again, the Seminoles’ chief concern 
on defense is the secondary—at one time a 
proving ground for future NFL players. FSU 
ranked sixth in the nation against 
the pass, but showed its vulnerabil- 
ity in back-to-back games against 
Florida. Dexter Jackson and 
Shevin Smith are safeties to reck- 
on with, but cornerback is a source 
of concern. A tougher Samari 
Rolle, now in his senior year, could 
help the situation. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Bill Grammatica gets the 
first crack at replacing Sports Illustrated cover- 
boy and placekicking fixture Scott Bentley. 
Keith Cottrell, a freshman who enrolled in the 
spring, is the likely heir to the punting spot 
Sean Liss held alongside Bentley for four pro- 
ductive seasons. 


RECRUITING: The Seminoles not only cor- 
ralled a consensus top-five class for the seventh 
consecutive year, but a No. |-rated class for the 
third time during that span. Joining Minor is 
the USA Today National Defensive Player of 
the Year, defensive end David Warren of Tyler, 
Texas. Linebacker Derrick Gibson, out of 
Miami, and placekicker Sebastian Janikowski, 
who kicked a 60-yard field goal at Daytona 
Beach (Fla.) Seabreeze last season, are two 
more players with impact. 


By Chris Hary, The Tampa (Flas) Tiibune 
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As George O'Leary embarks on his third full 
season as head coach at Georgia Tech, the two 
biggest holes he needs to fill are on the offensive 
line and in the secondary—the two positions 
that dominated his 1996 recruiting class. 

With some established skill-position talent 
on offense and veteran leadership on defense, 
the Yellow Jackets have a foundation. 

“There's enough talent on the field for us to 
be in every game,” O'Leary said. “I feel good 
about this team.” 

OlLeary’s plan actually called for a bowl 
appearance last year, but injuries and youth 
turned an impressive 4-1 start—including an 
upset win over Virginia—into a 
disappointing 5-6 finish. 


OFFENSE: Last year's late-sea- 
son swoon, in which Tech aver- 
aged less than 15 points in its last 
four games, prompted the return 
of Ralph Friedgen as offensive 
coordinator. Friedgen previously 
served a five-year stint with the 
Yellow Jackets before departing 
with Bobby Ross to the San 
Diego Chargers. 

With his return, the Tech offense will mix 
things up a bit. The unit should be more pro- 
ductive, provided quarterback Joe Hamilton 
shows progress after a redshirt freshman season 
in which he threw almost twice as many inter- 
ceptions (13) as touchdowns (7). 

Despite the loss of tailback CJ. Williams, 
who skipped his senior year to enter the NFL 
draft, the backfield is in good shape. Charlie 
Rogers (551 yards in '96) and Charles Wiley 
will get the bulk of the carries. Wiley, who 
missed eight games with a knee injury last year, 
will see time at tailback and fullback. 

“Wiley’s the guy we'd like to keep on the 
field as much as possible,” O'Leary said. 

Split end Harvey Middleton had a break- 
out campaign in '96. O'Leary expects him to 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

* QB Joe Hamilton 
must be productive 
and cut down on 
mistakes. 

© Young offensive 


linemen and defen- 
sive backs must fill 
key holes. 

* Defense needs to 
develop a consis- 
tent pass rush. 


be even more dangerous in "97 with the 
return of injury-plagued flanker Derrick 
Steaga.l and the presence of senior Mike 
Sheridan, as well as promising redshirt fresh- 
man David Powell. 

Two starters return on the offensive line: 
Senior Ken Celaj, who can play guard or tack- 
le, and junior center Craig Page. But O'Leary 
also needs major contributions from the 
younger players. The success of sophomore 
Abe Fernandez at left tackle could be key. 


DEFENSE: With seven starters returning, the 
defense should keep Tech in most games. 
Seniors Keith Brooking and Ron Rogers form 
perhaps the nation’s best inside linebacking duo: 
They combined for 259 tackles last season. 

Tech needs an improved pass rush, which 
will in turn aid the development of the young 
but talented secondary. Senior defensive tackle 
Derrick Shepard is the key up front; he had 
four sacks in ’96 and could emerge as an all- 
conference performer. Junior defensive end 
DeShaan Simmons replaces '96 sacks leader 
Jermaine Miles. 

In the secondary, junior free safety Brian 
Wilkins and junior cornerback Jason Bostic 
both have starting experience. Safety Troy 
Tolbert and cornerback Derrick Dudley are 
redshirt freshmen who could have an immedi- 
ate impact. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Junior punter 
Rodney Williams, who averaged 
38.4 yards per boot last year, saw 
action at receiver this spring. 
Williams’ backup, Brad Chambers, 
wrested the starting placekicker job 
away from Dave Frakes last year. 
Frakes still handles the kickoffs and 
long field-goal tries. 

The Yellow Jackets lost an out- 
standing return specialist with the 
graduation of Nathan Perryman, 
but Steagall, when healthy, can strike fear into 
the opposition. He runs the 40 in less than 4.3 
seconds. 


RECRUITING: The '97 class might not be as 
highly rated as O'Leary's previous two classes, 
but it’s not bad. Linebacker Matt Miller and 
fullback Ed Wilder have the best chance to 
make an early impact among the freshmen. 
The most heralded recruit is Russell Matvay, a 
tight end from New York. The only JUCO 
newcomer, Jon Carman, could provide imme- 
diate help on the offensive line. O'Leary 
describes the 6-foot-9, 350-pound Carman as 
“the biggest human I’ve ever recruited.” 


By Craig Ellenport, SportsFan OnLine 


GEORGIA TECH FACTS 


Coach: George O'Leary, 4th year, 11-14 

96 Record: 5-6 (4-4 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Bobby Dodd Stadium/Grant Field 
(46,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 16 (7 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: C.J. Williams, RB; Curtis McGee, T 
(1st-team All-ACC); Nate Perryman, CB (2nd-team 
All-ACC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Joe Hamilton, So., 108-188-1,342 yards, 
7 TDs, 13 INTs 

Rushing: Charlie Rogers, Jr., 115 carries, 551 yards, 
2TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Harvey Middleton, Sr., 64, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Middleton, 804 

Tackles: Keith Brooking, Sr., 147 

Sacks: Derrick Shepard, Sr., 4 

Interceptions: Brian Wilkins, Jr., 4 

Punting: Rodney Williams, Jr, 38.4 avg. 

Kicking: Brad Chambers, Jr, 11-15 FGs (long 43), 
16-16 PATs 

Scoring: Chambers, 49 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 atNotre Dame at N.C. State; W, 28-16 

9/20 atWake Forest WAKE FOREST, W, 30-10 

9/27 CLEMSON at North Carolina; L, 16-0 

SC Mereid=fecukeicey | DUKE; W, 48-22 

10/11 N.C, STATE VIRGINIA; W, 13-7 

10/18 atFlorida State at Clemson; L, 28-25 

10/30 NO. CAROLINA C. FLORIDA; W, 27-20 

11/8 atVirginia FLORIDA STATE; L, 49-3 

11/15 atDuke at Maryland; L, 20-13 

11/22 MARYLAND NAVY; L, 36-26 

11/29 GEORGIA at Georgia; L, 19-10 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 

OFFENSE 


QB: J. Hamilton (So., 5-10, 189)*_B. Shaw (Jr,, 6-3, 219) 

TB: Charlie Rogers (Jr., 5-10, 185) P. Rogers (So., 6-1, 225) 

FB: Charles Wiley (Jr., 6-1, 226)" V. Johnson (So., 6-1, 240) 
WR: H. Middleton (Sr., 6-0, 187)" C. Daniels (Jr., 6-0, 186) 
WR: D. Steagall (Sr., 6-0, 207)*__M. Sheridan (Jr., 6-2, 213)" 
TE: Chris Myers (Jr. 6-7, 253) Matt Gubbs (Jr., 6-2, 249) 
LT: Abe Femandez (So., 6-4, 293) Chris Brown (Fr., 6-5, 320) _ 
LG: Jason Burks (So., 6-5, 280) Kevin Knapp (So., 6-4, 275) 


C: Craig Page (Jr, 6-3, 273)" Noah King (So., 6-2, 275) 

RG: Ken Celaj (Sr, 6-4, 300)" _Dan Mitchell (Fr., 6-5, 281) 

RT: Tim Castro (So., 6-5, 281) _Bill Madigan (So.., 6-5, 290) 
DEFENSE 


DE: Ralph Hughes (Sr, 6-4, 256)* Jesse Tarplin (Jr., 6-3, 250)_ 
DT: D. Shepard (Sr., 6-3, 296)*__ Nate Stimson (Jr, 6-2, 245)_ 
NG: P. Bradford (Sr., 6-2, 287)* _D. Witherspoon (Sr,, 6-2, 287) 
DE: D. Simmons (Jr., 6-3, 247) __R. Roberts (Jr., 6-3, 250) 
LB: Chris Edwards (So., 6-5, 229) D. Cameron (Jr., 6-2, 231) 
LB: Ron Rogers (Sr., 6-1, 240)* _J. Robertson (Jr. 6-1, 236) _ 
LB: Keith Brooking (Sr., 6-3, 242) D. Pleasant (So., 6-1, 244) 
CB: Kofi Smith (Jr, 5-9, 178) __D. Dudley (Fr., 5-10, 177) 
CB: Jason Bostic (Jr., 5-9, 177)*__ Reggie Wilcox (So., 6-1, 190) 
SS: Jerry Caldwell (Jr, 5-11, 190) D. Booker (So., 5-11, 220) 
FS: Brian Wilkins (Jr., 6-3, 202)" _T. Tillman (So., 6-2, 190) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Brad Chambers (Jr, 6-2, 196)*_D. Frakes (Sr., 6-1, 202)* 
P: Rodney Williams (Jr., 6-1, 182)" B. Chambers (Jr, 6-2, 196) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
* WR Harvey Middleton needs three recep- 
tions to become Tech's career leader. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.gatech.edu/athletic 
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MARYLAND FACTS 


Coach: Ron Vanderlinden, 1st year 

*96 Record: 5-6 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Byrd Stadium, College Park, Md. 
(48,055; grass) 

Returning Starters: 10 (5 off., 4 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: A.J. Johnson, CB; Chad Scott, CB; 
Geroy Simon, WR; Ratcliff Thomas, LB. 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Brian Cummings, Sr, 92-173-1,127 yards, 
7 TDs, 9 INTs 

Rushing: Brian Underwood, Sr., 97 carries, 449 yards, 
17D 

Receiving (Catches): Bruce James, Jr., 21 

Receiving (Yards): Troy Davidson, So., 177 

Tackles: Eric Barton, Jr., 106 

Sacks: Eric Ogbogu, Sr., 7 

Interceptions: Henry Baker, Sr. and Rashad Smith, 
So.,1 

Punting: Russell Edwards, Jr., 36.5 avg. 

Kicking: Brad Rhodes, Jr. 1-1 PAT 


Scoring: Buddy Rodgers, Sr., 48 

1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 OHIOUNIV. NORTH. ILLINOIS; W, 30-6 

9/13 at Florida State ALA.-BIRM.; W, 39-15 

9/20 NO. CAROLINA at Virginia; L, 21-3 

9/27 atTemple at West Virginia; L, 13-0 

10/4 DUKE N.C. STATE; L, 34-8 
WEST VIRGINIA at North Carolina; L, 38-7 
Ea l/\\(=35e)3}3-3) | WAKE FOREST; W, 52-0 
CLEMSON at Duke; W, 22-19 
VIRGINIA at Clemson; L, 35-3 
at N.C. State GEORGIA TECH; W, 13-10 
at Georgia Tech FLORIDA STATE; L, 48-10* 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 

QB: B. Cummings (Sr, 5-11, 195)" Ken Masterole (So., 6-4, 232) 
RB: Peter Timmins (So., 6-3, 227) Kenny Rogers (So., 5-9, 230) 
RB: B. Rodgers (Sr. 5-11, 230)" B. Underwood (Sr., 6-2, 197) 
WR: Moises Cruz (Fr., 5-11, 179) _O. Cheeseboro (Fr., 6-2, 184) 
WR: Bruce James (Jr., 5-8, 170) _K. Walton (Jr, 6-3, 181) 

TE: Tim Brown (Sr., 6-1, 250) __ Mike Hall (Fr., 6-6, 244) 

LI: Darryl Gilliam (Sr., 6-5, 321)* Ryan Rezzelle (Jr., 6-6, 310) 
LG: Mitch Watkins (Sr., 6-2, 283)* Eric Timothy (So., 6-3, 295) _ 
GC: Vince Xanthos (So., 6-4, 295)_Ben Thomas (So., 6-2, 289) _ 


RG: Pat Ward (Sr., 6-4, 310) __ Jamie Wu (So., 6-3, 305) 
RT: John Feugill (Jr., 6-8, 300)" Brad Messina (So., 6-6, 301) 
DEFENSE 


DE: Eric Hicks (Sr, 6-6, 248) _ Jason Brown (Sr., 6-1, 241’) 
DT: Johnnie Hicks (Sr., 6-2, 267)* D. Cowsette (So., 6-1, 274) 
DT: Anthony Jenkins (Sr, 6-1, 252) R. Oliveras (Sr,, 6-4, 283) 
DE: Eric Ogbogu (Sr., 6-4, 256) _R. Simmons (Jr, 6-5, 254) 


LB: Kendall Ogle (Jr, 6-1, 224)* Rhett Hesprich (Sr., 6-2, 228) 
LB: Eric Barton (Jr., 6-3, 235)* __ Brett White (Sr., 6-1, 237) 


LB: Erwyn Lyght (So., 6-0, 210) _Ryan Gick (Sr., 5-10, 207) 
CB: Lewis Sanders (So., 6-1, 197) L. Washington (So., 5-6, 172) 
CB: Troy Davidson (So., 6-0, 177) Clifton Crosby (Jr, 5-10, 173 
SS: Henry Baker (Sr., 6-2, 200) Todd Stewart (So., 6-0, 200) 
FS: Paul Jackson (Jr., 6-0, 187) Daniel Eiskant (So., 6-0, 202) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Brad Rhodes (Jr, 5-8, 162) __ Mike Christy (Sr,, 5-9, 165) 
P: R.Edwards (Jr., 5-11, 204)" Sean Starner (Fr., 5-11, 185) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
¢ Maryland hasn’t won more than six games 
since 1985. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.umterps.com 
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Until Dec. 4, there wasn’t much swagger at 
Maryland. Then Ron Vanderlinden was intro- 
duced as the Terps’ head coach. 

“It’s my hope that when we do win the 
ACC,” Vanderlinden said, “we're undefeated. 
Then we have a chance for the national 
championship.” 

A few days later, Vanderlinden sheepishly 
admitted that he had little idea of the level of tal- 
ent he would be working with, and that he just 
wanted to tum some heads. What notice 
Maryland has gotten in recent years has been 
unkind—the Terps haven't gone to a bowl since 
1990, the longest such drought in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference. 

Vanderlinden, a 41-year-old native of Detroit, 
said that the situation in College Park is much 
better than the ones he first experienced as an 
Colorado and Northwestern. 
Maryland's facilities and funding are better, and 
after a closer look, so is the talent. 

Yet, it was a weird offseason for 
Vanderlinden. Only one player flunked out of 
school, but Vanderlinden saw three assistants 
leave before they had worked a practice. Most 
prominent was Lou Tepper, the former Illinois 
coach who had second thoughts after being 
named the first assistant head coach ever at 
Maryland. 

Vanderlinden downplayed the defections, 
then opened spring practice without a depth 
chart. Scrubs got the chance to run 
with the first team, and starting 
quarterback Brian ~Cummings 
learned what life was like on the 
scout team. Just as he wanted the 
rest of the college football world to 
notice Maryland, Vanderlinden 
wanted to get the attention of his 
players. 


assistant at 


OFFENSE: Vanderlinden’s offensive coordina- 
tor is Craig Johnson, the Northwestern quarter- 
backs coach. At Maryland, Johnson must tum 
around a unit that had struggled mightily with a 
shift from the run and shoot to a multiple atrack 
last season, when the Terps finished 103rd in the 
nation in total offense. 

It didn’t help that Cummings missed all or 
parts or four games with injuries, which were 
exacerbated by an ineffective offensive line. 
Cummings enters the season as the starter, ahead 
of redshirt freshman Ken Mastrole. They'll need 
better protection from a line that starts three 
seniors. 

Maryland also must find some fullback and 
tight end types who can fill in at H-back. Since 
most of the 1990s were spent recruiting for the 
run-and-shoot, there is a glaring lack of experi- 
enced talent at those positions. The Terps have a 
decent trio of tailbacks in Buddy Rodgers, Brian 


|—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Offense must regain 

its confidence. 
Find four new 


Starters for the 
secondary. 

* Adapt to new coach 
Ron Vanderlinden. 


ey Maryland 


BRIAN CUMMINGS-QB 


Underwood and Harold Westley, but the receiv- 


ing corps is unproven. 


DEFENSE: Vanderlinden turned out some 
All-America linebackers with his “teduction” 
defense at Northwestern. The coordinator is 
Wally Ake, previously at Rice, and the spring pri- 
ority was settling on four new starters in the sec- 
ondary, which was wiped out by graduation. 
Fortunately, the new players will be fronted by 
the best defensive line Maryland has had in 
years, and two veteran linebackers. 

The Terps already had two solid ends in Eric 
Hicks and Eric Ogbogu, and that group got better 
when Rasheed Simmons transferred 
from Michigan. Johnnie Hicks will 
be a four-year starter at tackle, 
where the Terps have three other 
quality players. Middle linebacker 
Eric Barton led the Terps in tackles 
as a sophomore, and outside line- 
backer Kendall Ogle was No. 3. 

“Barton has a chance to be one 
of the premier linebackers in the 
country,” Vanderlinden said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Junior Brad Rhodes finally 
inherited the kicking job from Joe O'Donnell, 
who won it as a walk-on in 1994. Unless redshirt 
freshman Sean Starner comes on, walk-on 
Russell Edwards will remain the punter. 


RECRUITING: The numbers at quarterback 
were very low until the Terps signed Erik Lipton 
of Gambrills, Md., and Gil Harris of Virginia 
Beach, Va. Neither received any other I-A schol- 
arship offers. This class barely ranked in the top 
50 nationally, but Vanderlinden said his recruit- 
ing work at Northwestern didn’t look good until 
several years later. The best in the bunch may be 
Derrick Jones, a defensive tackle who was New 
York's Gatorade Player of the Year. 


By Paul McMullen, The Baltimore Sun 


HBONISN3d ONOG 


BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


BRIAN SIMMONS-LB 


There are too many talented players—like 
Chris Keldorf and Dre Bly—returning from a 
10-2 team to soft-peddle the Tar Heels’ football 
ambitions. But they're also just two years 
removed from a 7-5 record. In his 10th season at 
North Carolina, coach Mack Brown knows that 
his program still has some work remaining 
before North Carolina can be mentioned with 
the Floridas, Nebraskas and Florida States of the 
world. 

“Obviously, we feel we can now be a nation- 
al team,” Brown said. We've shown we can 
compete at that level, and that hasn’t always 
been the case with this program. We're not talk- 
ing about a national championship, 
but if everything happens right, 
we'll contend for the conference 
championship and see what hap- 
pens after that.” 

Contending in the conference 
means beating Florida State on 
Nov. 8. The Seminoles and 
Virginia were the only teams to 
defeat North Carolina last year, and 
both losses were at home. To 
reverse those defeats, the Tar Heels must fill a 
few holes on the defensive line and replace 
Leon Johnson, one of the best tailbacks ever out 
of North Carolina. The returning talent is con- 
siderable: The Tar Heels brought back three 
players who gained All-America notice of some 
kind, and six others who have been named first- 
or second-team All-ACC. 


OFFENSE: The Tar Heels went from worst in 
the ACC to first in the nation in tumover mar- 
gin last season, and some newcomers factored in 
a drastically sharper passing game. Coordinator 
Greg Davis and quarterback Chris Keldorf 
clicked—the junior college transfer went from 
an unknown to ACC all-star. Keldorf has recu- 
perated from the ankle dislocation that kept him 
out of the Gator Bowl and a ruptured disc in his 
back. In his absence, junior Oscar Davenport 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 

© Replace Leon 
Johnson's myriad 
talents at tailback. 

* Develop some new 


stoppers on the 
defensive line. 

* Find a way to score 
against Florida State. 


North Carolina 


was named the MVP in the Gator Bowl. 

“People tell me we're going to have a quar- 
terback controversy,” Brown said. “A controver- 
sy is when you don’t have a good quarterback, or 
when you've got two you're not satisfied with.” 

The pass-catching talent includes Na 
Brown, who was fourth in the ACC with 52 
receptions. Joining him is L.C. Stevens, who 
had seven touchdowns on 44 catches, and 
Octavus Barnes, who has 108 career receptions. 
All-ACC center Jeff Saturday is the anchor the 
offensive line needs, but there are questions. 
Johnson and All-ACC tight end Freddie Jones 
are gone, as are the top two fullbacks. Jonathan 
Linton has had his moments at tailback, but 
Brown planned to give four true freshmen a shot 
in August. 


DEFENSE: The Tar Heels were so deep here 
last year that their third tackle was taken in the 
fifth round of the NFL draft. Two other defen- 
sive players went in the draft, but coordinator 
Carl Torbush shouldn’t worry about a unit that 
led the nation in scoring defense (10.0 points 
per game) and was second in yards allowed 
(225.6). Besides Bly, the cornerback who earned 
some unprecedented honors as a freshman, 
there are eight other starters back. End Greg 
Ellis and linebacker Brian Simmons were 
named first-team All-ACC, and linebacker 
Kivuusama Mays, free safety Omar Brown and 
comerback Robert Williams made 
second-team. 

“People are looking for us now; 
they know what our defense can 
do,” Brown said. “If we're going to 
be as good as we were last year, we 
have to have some guys step up on 
the line.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Derrick 
DePriest and Josh McGee earned 
the punting and place-kicking jobs, respectively, 
as redshirt freshmen. Brown wants more consis- 
tency from both, saying that they sharpened 
their technique in the spring. 


RECRUITING: The Tar Heels ranked in the 
Top 10 on signing day, as the class of 18 was 
considered Brown’s best class ever. The tailback 
candidates include Rufus Brown, a Mi 
and quarterback Phillip Deas, who w: 
er of the year in Louisiana. Defensive backs 
Billy-Dee Greenwood of Stamford, Conn., and 
Domonique Williams of Upper Marlboro, Md., 
were Parade All-Americas. 

“We've got more potentially outstanding 
players than we've ever had in a single class,” 
Brown said. 


By Paul McMullen, The Baltimore Sun 


NORTH CAROLINA FACTS 


Coach: Mack Brown, 10th year, 59-45-1; 76-73-1 overall 
196 Record: 10-2 (6-2 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 10 AP, USA Today/CNN. 

Home Stadium: Kenan Stadium, Chapel Hill, N.C. 
(52,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 17 (6 off., 9 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Leon Johnson, TB (1st-team All- 
ACC); Freddie Jones, TE (1st-team All-ACC); Rick 
Terry, DT (2nd-team All-ACC); James Hamilton, LB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Chris Keldorf, Sr, 201-338-2,347 yards, 
23 TDs, 5 INTs 

Rushing: Jonathan Linton, Sr., 55 carries, 200 yards 
Receiving (Catches): Na Brown, Jr., 52, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): L.C. Stevens, Jr, 771, 7 TDs 
Tackles: Kivuusama Mays, Sr, 112 

Sacks: Greg Ellis, Sr, 12.5 

Interceptions: Dre Bly, So., 11 

Punting: Derrick DePriest, So., 38.6 avg. 

Kicking: Josh McGee, So., 9-17 FGs (long 49); 
36-38 PATS 


Scoring: McGee, 63 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 INDIANA CLEMSON; W, 45-0 
9/13 STANFORD at Syracuse; W, 27-10. 
9/20 at Maryland GA. TECH; W, 16-0 
9/27 VIRGINIA at Fla, St; L, 13-0 
10/4 atTCU at Wake Forest; W, 45-6 
SARE AWN =) se)-13)) | MARYLAND; W, 38-7 
10/18 atN.C. State at Houston; W, 42-14 
10/30 at Ga. Tech N.C. STATE; W, 52-20 
11/8 FLA.ST. LOUISVILLE; w, 28-10 
11/15 atClemson at Virginia; L, 20-17 
11/22 DUKE at DUKE; W, 27-10 
vs. West Virginia; W, 20-13* 
* in Gator Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: C. Keldort (Sr., 0. Daveny Ir. 4 
TB: Jonathan Linton Mike Geter 1, 211) 
FB: Deon R. Robinson (Fr., 6- 
WR: Na Brown (Jr., 6-1, 185)"_ Jason Peace 6-2, 1 
WR: L.C. Stevens 213)* _O. Barnes (Sr., 6- 
TE: Alge Crumpler (So., 6-3, 245) D. Finger (Fr., 6-5, 252) 
LT: Ryan Hoffman (Sr., 6-4, 264)_ Bryan Jones (So., 6-4, 271) 
LG: Mike Gimbol (So., 6-4, 303) _Cam Holland (Fr., 6-5, 305) 
C: Jeff John 10 (Jr. 

RG: Mike Hobgood (Sr., 6-3, 280)* Jon Hall (So., 6-3, 310) 
RT: Mike Baxter (Sr, 6-4, 297)" Kareem Ellis (So., 6-5, 299) 
DEFENSE 

DE: Ellis i Toto Sim I 
DT: Vonnie Holliday (Sr., 6-5, 272)" N. H.-Chittick (Sr., 6-5, 275)_ 


DT: Marcus Dow (Jr, 6-0, 260) _ Russell Davis (Jr, 6-4, 262) _ 
DE: Mike Pringley (Jr., 6-5, 255)" _E. Ekuban (Jr., 6-4, 270) 
LB: K. Newman (Sur., 6-3, 239) _ Ricky Smith (Fr, 6-4, 200) _ 


LB: K. Mays (Sr, 6-4, 245)" B. Spoon (So., 6-3, 235) _ 
LB: Brian Simmons. * Mark Dunn 


CB: Dre Bly (So., 5-10, 190)" _ Reggie Love (Sr., 6-0, 185) _ 
CB: R. Williams (Jr., 5-11, 170)* Terry Billups (Sr, 5-11, 168) 
FS: Omar Brown (Sr,, 5-10, 195)* A. Black (Fr., 5-10, 195) 
SS: Greg Williams (Sr., 5-11, 187)" Q, Savage (Fr., 6-0, 190) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Josh McGee (So., 5-10, 168)*_Brian Schmitz (So., 6-1, 160) 
P: Brian Schmitz (So,, 6-1, 160)* D. DePriest (So., 6-8, 237) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

© Cornerback Dre Bly was the first freshman 
ever named to the AP All-America first-team 
defensive squad. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.goheels.com 
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N.C. STATE FACTS 


Coach: Mike O'Cain, 5th year, 22-24 

*96 Record: 3-8 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Carter-Finley Stadium, Raleigh, N.C. 
(69,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 18 (8 off., 10 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Mark Primanti, K (1st-team All- 
ACC); Rod Brown, FB; Kenny Harris, SS; Jimmy 
Grissett, SE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Jamie Barnette, So., 102-226-1,594 yards, 
9TDs, 6 INTs 

Rushing: Tremayne Stephens, Sr, 165 carries, 
771 yards, 5 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Torry Holt, Jr., 24,3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Holt, 415 

Tackles: Morocco Brown, Sr., 108 

Sacks: Brown, 4 

Interceptions: Hassan Shamsid-Deen, Jr., 4 
Punting; Jason Biggs, Sr., 34.3 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Stephens, 30 


1996 RESULTS 


GA. TECH; L, 28-16 
FLA. ST.; L, 51-17 

at Purdue; L, 42-21 
at Maryland; W, 34-8 


1997 SCHEDULE 


8/30 at Syracuse 
9/6 at Duke 

9/13 CLEMSON 
9/20 NO. ILLINOIS 


eer | ALABAMA; L, 24-19 
| 10/11 at Ga. Tech at Virginia; L, 62-14 
| 10/18 N. CAROLINA at N. Carolina; L, 52-20 
11/1 at Fla. St. DUKE; W, 44-22 
MARYLAND at Clemson; L, 40-17 
WAKE FOREST; W, 37-22 


11/22 E. CAROLINA 


} 
Q| 11/8 
Q| | 11/15 VIRGINIA 
q | vs. E. Carolina; L, 50-29 
| 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: J. Bamette (So., 6-0, 199)" Charles Berry (Fr., 6-3, 188) _ 
FB: C. King (Jr-R, 6-2, 226) __J. Butler (Jr., 6-0, 228) 
RB: T. Stephens (Sr., 6-0, 196)" _R. Spikes (So., 5-11, 197) 
WA: A. Whitted (Sr., 6-1, 188)" _C. Coleman (So., 6-0, 200) _ 
WR: Torry Holt (Jr., 6-2, 186)" __C. Coleman (So., 6-0, 200) 
TE: M. Thomas (Sr., 6-5, 236)" _M. Foushee (Jr, 6-5, 217) 
LT: Jan Rafferty (Jr., 6-4, 290) _ Jarvis Borurm (Fr., 6-7, 323) _ 
LG: Alex Santos (Jr., 6-3, 316)* Alex Rice (Fr., 6-4, 323) 
3. Murphy (Sr., 6-5, 289)" J. Burroughs (Jr., 6-5, 263) 
RG: L. Gilbert (Sr, 6-3, 287)* __ Ryan Knudtson (Fr,, 6-4, 290) 
RT: Todd Boyle (So., 6-7, 287) John Fletcher (So., 6-8, 289) 


DEFENSE 
DE: B. Cotten (Jr., 6-2, 240)*_Clayton Simon (Jr., 6-5, 238) _ 
DT: G. Williams (Sr, 6-3, 287) Tom Loughlin (Sr,, 6-7, 261) 
DT: Jeff Kuh (Fr., 6-5, 263) Jeff Fisher (So., 6-1, 303) 
DE: Brad Collins (Sr., 6-6, 257)" Clint Johnson (Fr., 604, 249) _ 
LB: M. Brown (Sr., 6-0, 230)" __Kit Carpenter (Sr., 5-11, 194) 
LB: Tim Ramseur (So., 6-1, 218)* Shelton Kee (So., 6-0, 253) 
LB: Duan Everett (Sr., 6-1, 198)* Kit Carpenter (Sr., 5-11, 194) 
CB: Tony Scott (So., 5-11, 186)" L. Harrison (So., 5-14, 185) 
CB: H. S.-Deen (Jr., 5-9, 175)" M. Hough (So., 5-10, 172) 
SS: Eric Riddick (So., 6-1, 184)* Clayton White (Fr., 6-0, 209) _ 
FS: D. Wyche (Sr. 6-0, 201)" Rodney Redd (Jr., 5-10, 175) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Chris Hensler (Sr., 6-0, 198) Scott Earwood (So., 6-2, 190) 
P: Jason Biggs (Sr, 5-11, 191) Scott Earwood (So., 6-2, 190) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

¢ With 2,391 career rushing yards, Tremayne 
Stephens is in position to assume the No. 3 
spot on North Carolina State’s all-time list. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www2.ncsu.edu/ncsu/athletics 
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Is North Carolina State in an irreversible 
decline, or can the Wolfpack rediscover the 
touch that made it a bowl regular from 1988 to 
1994? 

“I have no doubt that we'll be able to get 
back to where we were,” coach Mike O’Cain 
said. “Sometimes you have to take your sights 
off the goal in order to gain more continuity 
down the road. We were younger than we want- 
ed to be in some spots the last two years, but 
we've done what we had to do with our roster. 
As a staff, we have had patience. Whether 
everyone else has, I don’t know.” 

After consecutive 3-8 seasons which were 
sandwiched around a tumultuous off-season, 
O'Cain understands that he isn’t on the steadi- 
est ground in Raleigh. He also knows that if the 
Wolfpack doesn’t emotionally mature in a hurry, 
another season in the bottom half of the ACC 
will be his team’s fate. O'Cain doesn’t have a 
young team—he has 22 seniors and 21 
juniors—but they don’t have many happy expe- 
riences to draw from. 

A year ago, the defense was decimated by 
three suspensions, an injury, a transfer and an 
early out for the NFL. This past offseason was 
much calmer, but O’Cain can only hope that 
the serenity translates into more wins. 


OFFENSE: There was also a mild controversy 
on this side of the ball when quarterback Jose 
Laureano was suspended for a lais- 
sez-faire attitude toward acade- 
mics last October. He never 
regained the starting job from 
Jamie Barnette and transferred to 
Florida A@M—not that the lat- 
ter has any stronger hold on the 
position. Redshirt freshmen 
Charles Berry and Grant Dorn 
had decent springs, and Barnette’s 
name isn’t carved in stone atop 
the depth chart. 

“We won't name a true starter 
until August,” O'Cain said. “We want all three 
to go into camp with an even shot.” 

There is no dispute about the starting tail- 
back. Tremayne Stephens has quietly put 
together two fine seasons, and with Tiki Barber, 
Warrick Dunn and Leon Johnson in the NFL, 
he finally may get his due as one of the top tail- 
backs in the ACC. Stephens may actually pros- 
per with less work, as true sophomore Rahshon 
Spikes is a strong No. 2. 

“We have a quality second tailback, and 
that’s going to give Tremayne the luxury of not 
having to carry the ball so much early in the sea- 
son. The past two years, he’s had to carry such a 
heavy burden, and it’s affected him in 
November.” 

Torry Holt is a quality flanker, split end 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS © 

¢ The Wolfpack must 
get some stability at 
quarterback. 

* Several JUCO trans- 


fers must step in on 
an undistinguished 
defensive line. 
Feed off the early 
easy schedule. 


N.C. State 


TREMAYNE STEPHENS-RB 


Alvis Whitted might be the fastest player in the 
ACC, and tight end Mark Thomas is another 
good target. The offensive line returns four 
starters, the most notable being right guard 
Lonnie Gilbert, who was the only Wolfpack 
player named second-team All-ACC. 


DEFENSE: The good news is that N.C. 
State brought back 10 starters. The bad news 
is that the Wolfpack was last in the ACC and 
104th nationally in points allowed, giving up 
401. If that figure is going to drop appreciably, 
someone other than outside linebacker 
Morocco Brown must rise up and make a 
stand. “Brown has done a good 
job of finding the football,” 
O'Cain said, “but he’s had to play 
behind a suspect defensive front, 
which has hurt him.” 

Comerback Hassan Shamsid- 
Deen has been another hidden 
jewel, and O'Cain was enthused 
about the spring development of 
two redshirt sophomores, inside 
linebacker Tim Ramseur and 
strong safety Eric Riddick. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: N.C. State lost a steady 
kicker in Me e all 20 of his 
field-goal attempts. But Chris Hensler actually 
has a stronger leg; he handled the kickoffs last 
season. Jason Biggs was the punter for much of 
last season, and both Spikes and Whitted are 
dangerous kick returners. 


RECRUITING: That suspect defensive line got 
a dose of older talent in the form of junior col- 
lege transfers Andre Wray and Derrick 
Goodson, while Rashad Streets spent 1996 at a 
prep school after failing to qualify academically. 
The top offensive newcomer could be big (6- 
foot-5) wide receiver Willie Wright. 


By Paul McMullen, The Baltimore Sun 


AWOdSTIV/ SNOAT AQNY 


DOUG PENSINGER, 


F Virginia 


ANTHONY POINDEXTER-SS 


George Welsh bid farewell to several trust- 
ed aides and one of the most talented groups 
of seniors ever to leave the Atlantic Coast 
Conference this side of Tallahassee, but he’s 
not complaining too loudly, Yes, the Cavaliers 
are going to miss the Barber twins, the best 
punting-kicking combination in the nation, 
and some defensive players who will also make 
a living playing on Sundays this fall. But the 
cupboard isn’t entirely bare. 

Just win seven games a year for 10 straight 
years and make bowl games a part of the rou- 
tine, and the talent shows up. 

“I can’t remember ever having to replace 
this many quality people,” Welsh 
admits. “We’ve lost some good 
people before, but never this 
many at one time. We've got 
some good young kids, and in 
some instances, they may be as 
good at this stage of the game as 
the guys they’re replacing were as 
sophomores or juniors.” 

In other words, don’t tag the 
Cavaliers for fourth place in the ACC just yet. 


Brooks. 


OFFENSE: When offensive coordinator 
Tom O'Brien took the head coaching position 
at Boston College, a shake-up of the offensive 
staff ensued. There are three new offensive 
coaches, including Sparky Woods, the former 
coach at South Carolina who is the new coor- 
dinator and quarterback coach. 

Besides Tiki Barber, the Cavaliers must 
also replace Tim Sherman, who beat out 
Aaron Brooks at quarterback last year. 
Sherman completed just over 50 percent of 
his passes, and Virginia would like to do bet- 
ter with Brooks, a redshirt junior. He could 
throw more, simply because the Cavaliers 
have some quality receivers such as Germane 
Crowell and Bryan Owen, who combined for 
55 catches and five touchdowns last season. 
Crowell, who makes smaller cornerbacks pay 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
*Develop QB Aaron 


Replace the Barber 


with his 6-foot-4 frame, averaged a hefty 20.8 
yards per catch. 

“I like what I see,” Welsh said of his offense 
last spring. “We've got a new offensive staff 
with new ideas and terminology, but Aaron 
[Brooks] has picked it all up very quickly. He's 
got better command in the huddle, and his 
mechanics are better.” 

Brooks will be the beneficiary of last year's 
turnover on the offensive line, where starters 
Doug Karezewski, Julius Williams and Trevor 
Britton return. Thomas Jones and Anthony 
Southern combined for 80 carries as freshmen, 
and one of them must step up at tailback. 


DEFENSE: Besides James Farrior, Jamie 
Sharper and Ronde Barber, the losses included 
end Duane Ashman and tackle Todd White, 
both second-team All-ACC selections. The 
player who might have been Virginia’s most 
effective defender is back, however, as junior 
safety Anthony Poindexter led the confer- 
ence’s secondary players in tackles. Tackle 
Tony Dingle, linebacker Wali Rainer and cor- 
nerback Stephen Phelan are the only other 
starters back. 

“Despite all the guys we lost, I still think 
we have a chance to be good on defense,” 
Welsh said. “We've got a good, young group of 
prospects there. The outside linebackers have 
to come through, but I’m not sure who they're 
going to be.” 

Besides Dingle, Maurice 
Anderson and Johnny Shivers saw 
considerable time at tackle last 
season. 


twins by committee. 
The linebackers 

must grow up in a 

hurry. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The depart- 
ed Will Brice and Rafael Garcia 
played key roles in the monumen- 
tal win over Florida State in 1995. 
Tiki Barber was a fine return man, and the 
Cavaliers will be hard pressed to be as profi- 
cient as they've been on special teams. Walk- 
on Frank Rotella inherited the punting 
chores, but some incoming specialists could 
get a chance in August. 


RECRUITING: Dan Ellis of Downington, 
Penn., was recruited by Penn State as a line- 
backer, but he could be the Cavaliers’ quarter- 
back of the future. “He’s so highly-touted, we 
have to give him a look,” Welsh said of Ellis’s 
chances in preseason camp. Tyree Foreman 
was one of the premier running backs in 
Maryland, and linebacker Yubrenal Isabelle, 
who had originally committed to Virginia 
Tech, was the Player of the Year in West 
Virginia. 


By Paul McMullen, The Baltimore Sun 


VIRGINIA FACTS 


eee 
Coach: George Welsh, 16th year, 105-68-3; 160-114-4 


overall 

96 Record: 7-5 (5-3 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Scott Stadium, Charlottesville, Va. 
(40,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 9 (5 off., 4 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Tiki Barber, TB, (ACC Player of 
Year); Rafael Garcia, K (2nd-team All-America); Jamie 
Sharper, LB (1st-team All-ACC); Ronde Barber, DB 
(1st-team All-ACC); Will Brice, P (1st-team All-ACC); 
James Farrior, LB (2nd-team All-ACC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Aaron Brooks, Jr., 37-89-517 yards, 1 TD, 

7 INTs. 

Rushing: Thomas Jones, So., 36 carries, 205 yards, 
3TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Germane Crowell, Sr., 33, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Crowell, 687 

Tackles: Anthony Poindexter, Jr., 98 

Sacks: Johnny Shivers, Jr, 4 

Interceptions: Poindexter and Stephen Phelan, Sr., 4 
Punting: Frank Rotella, Sr., 29.8 avg. 

Kicking: Whitney Magers, Jr., 1-2 FGs (long 35); 

3-3 PATs 

Scoring: Crowell, Brooks and Jones, 18 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/4 AUBURN C. MICH.; W, 55-21 
9/13 RICHMOND MARYLAND; W, 21-3 
9/27 atN. Carolina at Wake Forest; W, 42-7 
10/4 WAKE FOREST TEXAS; W, 37-13 
10/11 at Clemson at Ga.Tech; L, 13-7 
10/18 DUKE /, 62-14 
10/25 FLORIDA ST. 
11/1 atMaryland at Duke; W, 27-3 
11/8 GA. TECH CLEMSON; L, 24-16 
11/15 atN.C. State North Carolina; W, 20-17 
11/29 VA. TECH at Va.Tech; L, 26-9 
vs. Miami (Fla); L, 31-21" ° 
* in Carquest Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Aaron Brooks (Jr., 6-3, 195) __David Rivers (Fr., 6-2, 196)_ 
RB: T. Jones (So., 5-10, 185) A. Souther (So., 6-0, 215) _ 
FB: Charles Kirby (Sr., 6-1, 237) __M. Bullett (So., 6-1, 197) _ 
WR: G. Crowell (Sr., 6-4, 201)" S. Jones (So., 6-2, 197) 
WR: Bryan Owen (Sr., 6-0, 175)" T. Wilkins (Jr., 5-9, 181) 
TE: C. Crawford (So., 6-6, 235) _A. Westcott (Fr., 6-6, 238) _ 
LT: D. Karczewski (Sr., 6-5, 284)*_K. Hillerich (So., 6-3, 268) 
LG: N. LaMontagne (So., 6-4, 291) D. Garland (Jr., 6-4, 284) 

C: Matt Link (Sr., 6-3, 277) J. St. Clair (So., 6-5, 257) 
RG: Trevor Britton (Sr., 6-3, 283)*_F. Chamoun (Jr., 6-4, 288) _ 
RT: Julius Williams (Sr., 6-3, 290)* Brad Barnes (Fr., 6-7, 294) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Travis Griffith (So., 6-3, 239) _S. Taylor (So., 6-3, 231) 
DT: Johnny Shivers (Jr., 6-5, 290) Kofi Bawuah (Fr., 6-2, 269) 
DT: Tony Dingle (Jr., 6-3, 282)* _ M.Anderson (So., 6-3, 290) 
DE: Patrick Kemey (Jr., 6-5, 236) W. Jackson (So., 6-5, 225) 
LB: Wale Elegbe (So., 6-4, 197) _A. McNeal (Jr., 6-1, 205) 
LB: Wali Rainer (Jr., 6-2, 209)* Dillon Taylor (So., 6-3, 243) 
LB: Jamith Rainer (So., 6-1, 204) Wali Rainer (Jr., 6-2, 209) _ 
CB: S. Phelan (Sr., 5-10, 185)" _D. Stukes (So., 5-11, 180) 
CB: Joe Williams (Sr., 5-11, 180)_Tim Spruill (Fr., 5-10, 170) 
SS: A. Poindexter (Jr., 6-1, 202)* _D. Fisher (Fr., 6-2, 190) 
FS: Antwan Harris (So., 5-10, 180) Travis Blount (Fr., 6-0, 177) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Whitney Magers (Jr., 5-5, 127) J.A. Roberts (Sr., 6-0, 170) 
P: Frank Rotella (Sr., 5-11, 193) __D. Scott (So., 6-5, 220) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 
¢ Welsh has 64 wins in the ACC—two shy of 
the record set by Clemson’s Frank Howard. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.virginiasports.com 
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W. FOREST FACTS 


Coach: Jim Caldwell, 5th year, 9-35 

*96 Record: 3-8 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Groves Stadium, Winston-Salem, 
N.C. (81,500; grass) 

Returning Starters: 19 (9 off., 9 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Doug Marsigli, LG; Tom Steutzer, 
SS; Tony Yarnall, RG 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Brian Kuklick, Jr, 205-396-2,526 yards, 
11 TDs, 13 INTs 

Rushing: Morgan Kane, So., 135 carries, 490 yards, 
2TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Desmond Clark, Jr, 61,6 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Thabiti Davis, Sr., 792, 3 TDs 
Tackles: Kelvin Moses, Jr., 128 

Sacks: Fred Robbins, So., 3 

Interceptions: D'Angelo Solomon, Sr., 3 

Punting: Tripp Moore, Jr., 37.7 avg. 

Kicking; Matt Burdick, So., 2-3 FGs (long 38), 4-6 PATs 
Scoring: Clark, 36 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 N’WESTERN APPALA'N ST,; W, 19-13 
CAKMr-ig=-4eiucm | NO’WESTERN; 

CPi 0): {ei/wiseism | at Georgia Tech; L, 30-10 
9/27 N.C. STATE VIRGINIA; L, 42-7 


10/4 at Virginia 


10/11 at North Carolina 
10/18 MARYLAND 
10/25 at Duke 

11/1 CLEMSON 

11/8 at Rutgers 
11/15 at Florida State 


at Clemson; L, 21-10 
NO. CAROLINA; L, 45-6 
at Maryland; L, 52-0 
NAVY; L, 47-18 
FLORIDA ST.; L, 44-7 
DUKE; W, 17-16 

at N.C. STATE; L, 37-22 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Brian Kuklick (Jr, 6-3, 199)" Ben Sankey (So., 6-2, 214) _ 


RB: M. Kane (So., 6-1, 210)" 


H. Lewis (Sr., 5-8, 185) 


FB: Wande Shaw (Jr., 6-1, 230)*_C. Alexander (Sr., 6-2, 234) 


WR: D. Clark (Jr., 6-3, 223)* 


Kai Sneed (Sr., 5-9, 180) 


WR: Thabiti Davis (Sr., 6-3, 205)* J. Deese (So., 6-0, 166) _ 


TE: Joe Zelenka (Jr., 6-5, 254)* _ James Lik (So., 6-6, 229) 
LT: Jeff Flowe (Jr,, 6-6, 297)" __J. Whitehead (Fr., 6-7, 313) _ 
LG: Brian Walls (So., 6-4, 275)__ Chris Blank (Fr., 6-5, 266) 

C: Chris Gaskell (Sr., 6-4, 291)* Wil Spires (Jr., 6-4, 273) 

RG: Taris Clark (Sr., 6-3, 273) __ Sam Settar (So., 6-4, 300) 


RT: B. Wolverton (So., 6-5, 289)* T. Hollowell (So., 6-7, 330) 
DEFENSE 


DE: R. Fatzinger (Sr., 6-4, 270)* 


Rufus Taylor (So., 6-, 263) 


DT: Fred Robbins (So., 6-5, 309)* K. Sh’kleford (So., 6-1, 277) 


DT: A. Joyner (Sr., 6-3, 303)* 


D. Mellerson (So., 6-5, 298) _ 


DE: C. Wilburn (So., 6-4, 273) 


Kelvin Jones (So., 6-1, 279) 


LB: David Zadel (Sr., 6-5, 235)" _M. Makovec (Jr., 6-1, 207) 
LB: Kelvin Moses (Jr., 6-2, 216)* Abdul Guice (So., 6-3, 189) _ 
LB: Jon Mannon (Jr., 6-2, 216)* _D. Lyman (So., 6-4, 241)* 
CB: D. Solomon (Sr., 5-8, 164)* _K. Smith (Fr,, 5-10, 178) 


CB: D. Daniel (Jr., 5-9, 181) 


R. Austin (So., 5-11, 170) 


SS: D. Parrish (So., 5-11, 200) _ David Moore (So., 6-2, 195) 
FS: J. Muyres (Jr, 6-2, 183)" _T, Suber (Sr., 5-10, 180) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: M. Burdick (So., 6-0, 175)* 


Tripp Moore (Jr., 6-2, 211) 


P: Tripp Moore (Jr., 6-2, 211)* 
* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
¢ Thabiti Davis has 1 


S. Palanjian (So., 6-1, 200) 


12 career receptions. 


With a good season, he can move from No. 8 
to No. 2 on Wake Forest's all-time list. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.wfu.edu/athletic/index.html 
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V FOREST 


It’s the same stance Jim Caldwell took last 
year when he said it is imperative that Wake 
Forest prop up its running game. In 1995, the 
Demon Deacons finished last in the nation in 
tushing. They returned to that position last sea- 
son, but this time that ranking looked even 
worse since Division I-A grew to 111 teams. 

“We actually improved our running game,” 
Caldwell said. “In the games that we won last 
year, we ran it well. But it’s still not where we 
want it to be. We continue to stress that on both 
sides of the ball: running it well ourselves and 
defending the run.” 

It won't be easy. Injury, illness and academics 
limited Wake Forest to seven scholarship offen- 
sive linemen in spring practice, and it’s hard to 
get away from Brian Kuklick and the passing 
game when it’s the only consistent way you've 
moved the ball the last two seasons. Not that 
the emphasis on the pass has helped, since the 
Demon Deacons have finished last in the ACC 
in scoring offense for the last two years. 

And there are no favors in this season’s 
schedule. In the past, three of Caldwell’s nine 
wins have come against Appalachian State. But 
that annual rivalry has ended, since wins over 
Division I-AA teams don’t count toward the 
bowl requirement of six victories. 

Wake Forest may have an eye on the post- 
season, but they’re squinting. 


OFFENSE: Kuklick’s started all 11 games last 
season, and he led the ACC in 
passing yardage and total offense. 
Two more seasons like the one he 
had last year, and Kuklick will 
leave with all of Wake Forest's 
passing records. 

“Obviously, we feel good about 
Brian, but what you've got to 
remember is the system we have is 
pretty complex,” said Caldwell. “It 
takes three years to grasp every- 
thing. Ir’s a matter of maturity set- 
ting in, and Brian’s just getting there. He knows 
he has to improve his touchdown-to-intercep- 
tion ratio.” 

Kuklick doesn’t have to improve his receiv- 
ing corps, as Desmond Clark and Thabiti Davis 
used their size and speed to combine for 121 
catches last year. Sophomore Morgan Kane had 
his moments at tailback, as he gained 131 yards 
against Clemson's stout defense. Wake Forest 
needs more days like that, and in order to get 
them, it’s got some patching to do on the line, 
where big left tackle Jeff Flowe is the leader. 
Center Chris Gaskill and right tackle Brian 
Wolverton are also returning starters, but the 
line remains a major concern. 


injuries. 


DEFENSE: Caldwell has nine starters back, 
but he’s most enthused about two players who 
weren't factors in 1996. Terrence Suber missed 
the entire year following shoulder surgery, and 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* The offensive line 
can’t afford any 


* The defense must 
mount a pass rush. mi. 


¢ As always, develop 
a running game. 


Wake Forest 


DESMOND CLARK-WR 


DaLawn Parrish missed all but one game with 
a back problem. Both came on last spring, and 
along with free safety Jeffrey Muyres and 
D'Angelo Solomon, a three-year starter at 
cornerback, there are the makings of a solid 
secondary. 

“They'll make a tremendous difference,” 
Caldwell said of Suber and Parrish. “After they 
departed, we were so thin, we literally were one 
deep in the secondary. They'll give us the 
depth and experience we were lacking last 
year, but we've got to put less pressure on our 
secondary. We have got to become better up 
front. In order to mount a pass rush, we’ve had 
to rely on the blitz, but that puts 
your corners out on an island. We 
want to be in a position where we 
don’t have to gamble nearly as 
much.” 

That would require a healthier 
Robert Fatzinger, the end who 
ssed five games with a hand 
injury. Linebacker Kelvin Moses, 
one of the more unappreciated 
players in the ACC, remains the 
leader of a group that was last in 
the conference in yards allowed. David Zadel, 
another linebacker, is one of Wake Forest's 
most experienced defensive players. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Caldwell enjoys a settled 
situation here. Tripp Moore inherited the 
punting job as a sophomore, while kicker 
Matthew Burdick was forced into action as a 
true freshman. 


RECRUITING: Wake Forest enjoyed the 
inside track on wide receiver Jimmy Caldwell, 
the coach’s son. He's not the only strong pass- 
catching prospect coming, as Wake Forest also 
got John Stone and Ira Williams. 
Quarterback/defensive back Tehran Carpenter 
was rated one of the top 15 prospects in New 


York. 


By Paul McMullen, The Baltimore Sun 


|LUNOD OLOHA 


ASSO SyYM ASS 


of Finish 3 Biggest Games 
> SEPT. 13 SYRACUSE AT 


Predicted 


2 MIAMI VIRGINIA TECH 

3 VIRGINIA TECH 

4 WEST VIRGINIA > OCT. 25 VIRGINIA TECH AT 
5 BOSTON COLLEGE WEST VIRGINIA 

6 PITTSBURGH 

LOEW RSS p> NOV. 29 SYRACUSE AT 

8S TEMPLE MIAMI 


All-Big East Team 
OFFENSE 

Pos. Player HL/WE Yr. College 

QB: D. McNabb 6-1/208 Jr. Syracuse 
RB: K. Oxendine 6-1/221 Sr. Virginia Tech 
RB: 0. Walker 5-10/212 Sr. B.C. 

WR: D.Saunders  6-2/205 Jr. West Virginia 
WR; M.Benton 6-0/183 Jr Miami 

TE: T. Pollack 6-4/237 Sr. B.C. 

OL: TOrlandini —6-5/280 Sr._—_—~Pittshurgh 
OL: S. Kiernan 6-2/316 Jr. Syracuse 
OL: G. DiNapoli 6-3/290 = Sr. Virginia Tech 
OL: D.Woody 6-3/281 So. B.C. 

OL: 8. Warren 6-5/305 = Sr. Syracuse 


PK: N. Trout 5-8/180 So. Syracuse 
DEFENSE 

DL: D. Fortney 6-3/251 9 Sr. Miami 

DL: H.Slay 6-2/285 Sr. —_ West Virginia 
DL: J.Engleberger 6-4/240 So. Virginia Tech 
DL: E.Storz 6-2/226 Jr. B.C. 

LB: A. Ponds 6-1/232 Sr. Syracuse 
LB: B.Maye 6-3/227 Sr. B.C. 

LB: A.Brady 6-0/200 Jr Rutgers 
DB: OD. Darius 6-1/204 Sr. Syracuse 
DB: P.Nash 5-11/190 Jr. Syracuse 


DB: P.Bastien 6-2/190 So. W. Virginia 
DB: D. Starks 5-10/175 Sr. Miami 
P: J, Malecki 6-2/210 Jr BC. 


Players To Watch 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Donovan McNabb, QB, Syracuse 


Defensive Player of the Year: 
Donovin Darius, CB, Syracuse 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Kevin Harvey, QB, Temple 
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B.C. FACTS 


Coach: Tom O’Brien, 1st year 

96 Record: 5-7 (2-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Alumni Stadium, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
(44,500; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 18 (9 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Stalin Colinet, DL (1st-team All-Big 
East); Mark Nori, OL (ist-team All-Big East); Dan 
Oriskovich, OL (2nd-team All-Big East) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Matt Hasselbeck, Sr., 171-330-1,990 yards, 
9 TDs, 9 INTs. 

Rushing: Omari Walker, Sr, 261 carries, 1,199 yards, 
13 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Dennis Harding, Jr., 42,3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Anthony DiCosmo, So., 632, 1 TD 
Tackles: Brian Maye, Sr., 91 

Sacks: Markell Blount, Sr, 2 

Interceptions: Blount and Maye, Sr, and Pedro 
Cirino, So., 2 

Punting: Jason Malecki, Jr., 43.1 avg. 

Kicking: John Matich, So., 16-23 FG (long 48), 19-19 
PATS 

Scoring: Walker, 80 points 


1996 RESULTS 


at Hawaii; W, 24-21 
VIRGINIA TECH; L, 45-7 
at Michigan; L, 20-14 
NAVY; L, 43-38 

at West Virginia; L, 34-17 
at Cincinnati; W; 24-17 
RUTGERS; W, 37-13 
SYRACUSE; L, 45-17 

at Pittsburgh; L, 20-13 
NOTRE DAME; L, 48-21 
TEMPLE; W, 21-20 

at Miami (Fla.); L; 43-26 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 at Temple 
9/13 WEST VIRGINIA 
9/20 at Rutgers 
9/27 CINCINNATI 
10/4. GEORGIA TECH 


10/11 at Virginia Tech 
10/18 MIAMI (FLA.) 
10/25 at Notre Dame 
11/1 PITTSBURGH 
11/8 atSyracuse 
11/22 ARMY 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: M. Hass'beck (Sr., 6-4, 219)* Scott Mutryn (Jr, 6-3, 216) 
- Walker (Sr., 5-10, 212)" _ Quinton Lee (So., 5-10, 189) 
like Hemmert (Sr. 6-3, 245) F. Chamberlin (So., 6-0, 234) 
. Harding (Jr, 6-1, 178)*_D. Crittenden (So., 5-9, 180)_ 
DiCosmo (So., 6-3, 210)" Mike Guazzo (So., 6-4, 219) 
id Pollack (Sr., 6-4, 241)" Scott Dragos (Sr., 6-3, 243) _ 
Miles (Jr., 6-5, 267) Darnell Alford (So., 6-4, 323) 
rzezinski (Jr., 6-4, 295)* _P. LaQuerre (Fr., 6-3, 275) 
C ien Woody (So., 6-4, 311)" Butch Palaza (So., 6-4, 295) 
idy Mitcham (Jr., 6-4, 274) Dan Collins (Jr., 6-4, 245) 
RT: Darnell Alford (So., 6-4, 323)" Jon Miles (Jr., 6-5, 267) 


DEFENSE 
DT: Chris Hovan (So., 6-3, 245)* A. Krauza (Jr,, 6-3, 242) 
NG: Greg Fisher (Jt., 6-2, 252) Adam Grace (Fr,, 6-3, 250) 
ike Willetts (So., 6-4, 269) Bryan Arndt (So., 6-4, 250) _ 
rik Storz (Sr., 6-2, 228)" _ A. Newman (So., 6-5, 230) 
. Blount (Sr., 6-2, 222)" _D. Yarbough (So., 6-2, 219) _ 
rian Maye (Sr., 6-3, 227)" _B. Edmonds (Jr, 6-2, 240) 
: Greg Bartlett (Jr., 6-0, 215) Joe Mickens (So., 6-0, 197) 
Rowe (So., 5-10, 196) __Pat Phelts (So., 5-10, 193) 
. Tolefree (Sr., 5-9, 177)" Pat Phelts (So., 5-10, 193) 
im Davis (So., 5-9, 181)" _ George White (So., 6-1, 185 
dro Cirino (So., 6-0, 180)" Jason Smith (Fr., 6-0, 190) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: John Matich (So., 6-2, 200)* _T. Hannafin (Sr., 5-11, 204) 
P; Jason Malecki (Jr., 6-2, 221)" Eric Olson (So., 6-2, 195) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Omari Walker (28 career rushing TDs) needs 
seven more rushing scores to become BC’s 
all-time leader. 

* Five of BC’s 11 opponents in 1997 went to 
bowl games last year. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
http://infoeagle.bc.edu/be_org/ath 
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ES Boston College 


Following the gambling scandal which rocked 
its football program last fall, Boston College chose 
Tom O'Brien, the University of Virginia's offen- 
sive coordinator for the past five seasons, as the 
new head coach. 

O'Brien played defensive end at the United 
States Naval Academy before doing a six-year 
hitch in the Marines. When his active duty 
ended, the former Marine Corps officer put his 
leadership skills to use as an assistant on George 
Welsh’s staffs at Navy and Virginia. 

On the field, O'Brien's offenses at Virginia 
produced: They scored 300 or more points every 
season he was there. Three different Cavalier 
quarterbacks were ACC leaders in passing effi- 
ciency during O'Brien’s tenure. Welsh’s players 
graduate at a high rate and are known for their 
discipline on and off the field. 

“Those that want to play and want to be disci- 
plined, they'll be out there on the field,” O’Brien 
said. And the rest of them will stand on the side- 
lines with me watching.” 


OFFENSE: The offense has nine returning 
starters, led by senior quarterback Matt 
Hasselbeck and junior tailback Omari Walker. 
However, Hasselbeck (171-330, 1,990 yards, 9 
TDs, 9 INTs) is adjusting to his third different 
head coach and fifth different quarterbacks coach 
during his college career. 

In order to go bowling again, Hasselbeck (or 
whoever starts at quarterback, probably Scott 
Mutryn) must get the ball in the 
hands of Walker, the leading rusher 
in the Big East last fall (1,199 yards, 
13 TDs). O'Brien can build a varied 
attack because his receiving corps 
appears solid, thanks to the return 
of junior Dennis Harding (42 
catches, 444 yards) and sophomore 
Anthony DiCosmo (36-632). Plus, 
Todd Pollack (22 catches) might be 
the best tight end in the Big East. 

“Our offense has a lot of poten- 
tial, lots of guys who can play,” said Hasselbeck, 
who is battling four other quarterbacks to retain 
his starting job. “We have suffered a lot in the 
past couple years. Now I think we're ready to 
grow together.” 


season. 


DEFENSE: O'Brien has carved out a reputation 
as an offensive whiz, but his ultimate success in 
1997 will be determined by his ability to improve 
a defense which surrendered 30.3 points per game 
in 96. Making his rebuilding project even 
tougher is the loss of BC’s top two defensive play- 
ers to the NFL, defensive end Stalin Colinet (3rd 
round, Minnesota Vikings) and safety Daryl 
Porter (6th round, Pittsburgh Steelers). 

An inexperienced and undersized defensive 
line will be anchored by 6-foot-2, 228-pound 
senior end Erik Storz (77 tackles) and 6-3, 245 
sophomore Chris Hovan, who drew raves after 
recording 44 tackles as a true freshman. The line- 
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* Tom O'Brien must 
erase memories of 
disastrous 1996 


* Defense must thrive 
without DE Stalin 
Colinet. 


© Reduce points 
scored against BC. 


MATT HASSELBECK-QB 


backing corps should be one of the team’s 
strengths with senior all-conference candidates 
Brian Maye (91 tackles) and Markell Blount (46 
tackles) both back. 

The cornerback position needs some upgrad- 
ing. O'Brien tried to address the need by signing 
six potential defensive backs among his 17 
recruits. The best of the returnees are senior cor- 
nerback Shalom Toleftee (53 tackles, | INT) 
and sophomore safety Pedro Cirino (50 tackles, 
2 INTs). 


SPECIAL TEAMS: BC should boast one of the 
Big East's best kicking games. Junior 
Jason Malecki averaged 43.1 yards 
per punt last year. Kicker John 
“Auto” Matich enjoyed a sensation- 
al freshman season, nailing all 19 
extra points and 16 of his 23 field- 
goal attempts. Despite missing the 
final two games with a kidney injury, 
Matich’s 16 field goals were just one 
shy of the single-school record. 
Improvement must be made in 
punt coverage teams. The Eagles 
lost nearly five yards in each exchange of punts 
last year—allowing 11.6 yards per return, while 
averaging just 6.7 yards on their own returns. 


RECRUITING: The most heralded of this group 
are offensive lineman Matt Knapp (6-6, 313) 
from Stoney Brook, N.Y., and linebacker Nick 
Blevins (6-2, 215) from Westlake, Ohio. O’Brien 
also landed a jumbo-sized player from his old 
high school, John Richardson (6-4, 310), and 
four players from the state of Florida, one of his 
main territories while an assistant at Virginia. 
Three other freshmen names to remember are 
linebacker Steve Martin (6-2, 215), fullback 
Nathan Kohrs (6-1, 215) and speedy 
wideout/defensive back Kenney Gaskins (5-9, 
160), who ran a 4.32 in the 40 at a Reebok 
Combine. 


By Bill Doherty 
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i’) Miami (Fa) 


MIAMI 


MAGIC BENTON-WR 


Midway through spring practice, Miami 
(Fla.) head coach Butch Davis approached 6- 
foot-3, 265-pound senior Denny Fortney about 
making the conversion from defensive tackle to 
defensive end. 

“The move has turned out to be great for me 
and the defense,” Fortney continues. “We got 
pushed around in the beginning of spring prac- 
tice, but we were dominant by the end of it.” 

Fortney’s move to defensive end is the latest 
masterstroke pulled off by Davis, who took over 
a team headed for probation and turned them 
into one of the nation’s elite. His two-year 
record is 17-6. 

Davis was rewarded for his 
efforts this offseason; he garnered a 
contract through the year 2003. 
His signing ensures that Miami 
will remain among the nation’s 
top programs. 


line must hold up. 
* Strike first: Since 
1983, Miami has 
117-8 record when 
scoring first. 


OFFENSE: Senior quarterback 
Ryan Clement, a 1996 second- 
team All-Big East selection, was 
ninth in the nation in passing effi- 
ciency (147.16) last season. He enters his senior 
year among UM's top-10 in all-time pass com- 
pletions (286), passing yardage (3,915) and TD 
passes thrown (26). Expect Clement's numbers 
and NFL stock to go up if wide receivers Jammi 
German and Omar Rolle are as healthy after 
undergoing serious knee surgeries last year. 

The self-named “7-8-9 Boys” (because of 
their uniform numbers), German, Benton and 
Rolle, respectively, could be the most dangerous 
wide receiving trio in the nation. 

Edgerrin James, Dyral McMillian and Trent 
Jones lead a deep pool of talented tailbacks. 
James and MeMillian should see most of the 
action, but Jones had a good spring. The start- 
ing fullback will be Carlo Joseph, who wrestled 
the starting job away from Nick Williams dur- 
ing the spring. The offensive line is probably 
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+ WRs Jammi German 
and Omar Rolle 


the second strongest unit on the entire football 
team. Mike Wehner, who started every game 
at guard last year, will be moved to center to 
replace All-America K.C. Jones. Tight ends 
Daniel “Bubba” Franks and Chris Jones, a sec- 
ond-team All-Big East selection last year, can 
block and catch. 


DEFENSE: Although it’s unlikely that Fortney 
and junior Derrick Ham will wreak as much 
havoc as last year’s bookends (Kenny Holmes 
and Kenard Lang recorded 23 of the team’s 34 
sacks in ’96), they are still a formidable pair. Five 
different defensive tackles will see playing time, 
with the starting nods going to vastly improved 
junior Chad Pegues and redshirt freshman 
Damione Lewis. 

The linebacking corps lacks its usual eye- 
popping playmaker, however, projected starters 
Rod Mack, Michael Smith and Jeff Taylor all 
work hard. 

Despite the loss of Tremain Mack, Miami 
will still have a strong secondary. Duane Starks 
and Nate Brooks will start at the corners. 
Eugene Ridgley will play free safety, while 
Dennis Scott gets the nod at strong safety. Two 
names to remember: Nick Ward and Al 
Blades, the younger brother of former UM 
standouts Bennie and Brian Blades. Ward 
wears Mack’s No. 3 and did a pretty fair imita- 
tion of him this spring, pushing Brooks for a 
starting cornerback spot and 
blocking kicks all over the place. 
Blades, a back-up strong safety (for 
the moment), is a classic hit-and- 
run Miami defensive player. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The Canes’ 
special teams had problems all 
spring handling the kick-blocking 
Ward. The question is whether he 
can make big plays when it counts. 
Mack fashioned a_nation’s-best 
39.5 yards per kickoff return average in '96 and 
recorded nine blocked or deflected kicks over 
the past two years. Second-team All-Big East 
kicker Andy Crosland will handle the field goals 
and extra points. The punting job is up for grabs. 


RECRUITING: The incoming class is small 
but talented. Receivers Reggie Wayne, Daryl 
Jones and Robert Williams could all fight for 
immediate playing time behind the 7-8-9 Boys. 
Blessed with 10.4 speed in the 100 meters, 
Williams was rated the No. 3 receiver in the 
nation by SuperPrep. The other big-name signee 
is quarterback Kenny Kelly, who set state career 
marks for TD passes (75) and yardage (7,949) at 
Tampa Catholic. 


By Bill Doherty 


MIAMI FACTS — 


Coach: Butch Davis, 3rd year, 17-6 
796 Record: 9-3 (6-1 conf.) : 
Final Rankings: No. 14 AP, USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: Orange Bowl, Miami, Fla. (74, 


grass) 

Returning Starters: 13 (8 off., 3 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: K.C. Jones, © (ist-team 
East); J Ina, OL (1st-team All-Big East); James 
and Twan Russell, LBs (1st-team All-Big East); 
Little, CB (2nd-team All-Big East); Tremain Mac! 
DB, Kenard Lang, DE and Yatil Green, WR 
NFL draft) Saas 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Ryan Clement, Sr., 164-272. 2,257 
19 TDs, 8 INTs 
Rushing: Dyral McMillan, Jr, 111 caries, 565 
4TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Magic Benton, . dry 38, 
Receiving (Yards): Benton, 547 

Tackles: Denny Fortney, Sr., 50 

Sacks: Fortney, 2.5 

Interceptions: Duane Starks, Sr, 3 

Punting: Andy Crosland, So., 38.8 avg. 
Kicking: Crosland, 13-18 FGs (long 50), 38-42 PATS 
Scoring: Crosland, 77 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS © 
8/30 at Baylor at Memphis; W, 30-7 
9/13 ARIZONA ST. THE CITADEL; W, 52-6 
9/18 at Pittsburgh at Rutgers; W, 33- 


9/27 W. VIRGINIA 
10/4 at Florida St. 


PITTSBURGH; W, 
FLORIDA STATE; 


10/18 at B.C. EAST CAROLINA; L, 31- 
10/25 TEMPLE at West Virginia; W, 10- 
SINS 5 | at Temple; W, 57-26 
11/8 atVirg. Tech VIRGINIA TECH; L, 


411/15 RUTGERS 


B.C..; W; 43-26 
11/29 SYRACUSE Q; 


LG:R. Mercier (Jr, 6-2, 285)" Sampson (03 29) 

CG: Mike Wehner | x 
Ge Carts Calas (6,260) Eve Schnup (80, 64,285) 
RT: S. Adbul-Majid (Sr, 6-6, 320) F Brown (Sr.,6-7,340) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Derrick Ham (Jr., 6-5, 250) _ Brian Stinson (Fr., 6-4, 235) 
wis (Fr., 6-2, 275) __ 


DT: D. Fortne: s 
DT: Chad 


jues (Jr., 6-1, 

DE: Matt. 

LB: Wilbur Valdez (Fr., 6-1, 235) _J. (So., 6-1, 

LB: Rod Mack (So., 6-1, 215) clifJackson (Jr, 6= 1, 230 

LB: Michael Smith (So., 6-3, lor (Sr., 6-1, 230) 

CB: Nate ee aD (Jr., 5-10, 1 Nick Ward 10., 5-10, 17! 

CB: Duane Starks (Sr., 5-10, 175) Nic! cs Ward ie as §- O. 1 ey 

SS: Dennis Scott (Sr. 199) Blades (Fr, 6-% 

FS: E. Ridgley (Jr., 6-0, 199) T. Bonner (So., 6: 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: Andy Crosland (So., 6-1, Gaitan (Jr, 5-8, 

P: Andy Crosland (S0., 6-1, 205) cae Gaitan (Jr, 5-8, 209) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 
* Miami (Fla.) is 31-3 (.909) against conference — 
foes since the inception of the Big East 
1991. 

eUnder Butch Davis, the Canes have bloc 
or deflected 22 kicks in 23 games. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
http://gehon.ir.miami.edu/canes 
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PITTSBURGH FACTS 


Coach: Walt Harris, 1st year; 11-24 overall 

*96 Record: 4-7 (3-4 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Pitt Stadium, Pittsburgh, Pa. (56,500; 
artificial) 

Returning Starters: 8 (3 off., 4 def., 1 sp. teams) 

Key Players Lost: Nate Cochran, P (1st-team All-Big 
East); Jared Miller, DE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Matt Lytle, Jr., 105-214-1,249 yards, 8 TDs, 
6 INTs 

Rushing; Billy West, Sr., 145 carries, 687 yards, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Jake Hoffart, Sr., 39 

Receiving (Yards): Hoffart, 667 

Tackles: Curtis McGhee, Sr., 86 

Sacks: Demond Gibson, So., 2 

Interceptions: Rasshad Whitmill, Jr., 2 

Punting: none 

Kicking: Chris Ferencik, Jr., 5-9 FGs, 23-24 PATs 
Scoring: Ferencik, 60 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/30 NC STATE WEST VIRGINIA; L, 34-0 
9/6 atPenn State KENT; W, 52-14 

9/13 atHouston HOUSTON; L, 42-35 (OT) 
9/18 MIAMI (FLA.) at Ohio State; L, 72-0 
10/4 at Temple at Miami (Fla.); L, 45-0. 
10/11 NOTRE DAME TEMPLE; W, 53-52 
10/25 at Rutgers at Syracuse; L, 55-7 

11/1 at B.C. at Virginia Tech; L, 34-17 
11/15 SYRACUSE B.C.; W, 20-13 

11/22 VIRGINIA TECH NOTRE DAME; L, 60-6 
11/28 at West Virginia RUTGERS; W, 24-9 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 

QB: Pete Gonzales (Sr., 6-1, 215) Matt Lytle (Jr., 6-4, 225) 
RB: Billy West (Sr,, 5-10, 215)* _D. Schulters (Sr., 5-7, 180)_ 
FB: Ken Konek (Sr., 5-9, 200) _Chris Feola (So., 6-1, 230) _ 
WR: R. Tigget (Fr, 6-1, 185) ___R. Whitmill (Jr, 5-11, 185) _ 
WR: Jake Hoffart (Sr., 6-2, 200) Vital Joseph (Sr., 6-3, 205) _ 
TE: John Jones (Jr., 6-5, 240) __K. McMullen (So., 6-4, 250) 
LT: Ethan Weidle (So., 6-6, 285) Mike Schultz (Jr., 6-5, 325) 
LG: Jon Marzoch (Sr., 6-3, 275) John Dugger (Jr., 6-4, 285) 
CA. Grischow (Jr., 6-3, 265) __J. Sepkowski (Sr., 6-2, 285) 
RG: R. Thomas (Sr., 6-5, 275)* __ Ben Kopp (So., 6-4, 300) 
RT: Tony Orlandini (Sr., 6-5, 295)*Justin Wade (So., 6-4, 330) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Martin Young (Jr., 6-2, 250) Trey McCray (So., 6-2, 240). 
DT: Frank Moore (Sr., 6-3, 300) _ Chris Dilba (So., 6-4, 290) _ 
DT: D. Gibson (So., 6-4, 320)" __K. Pegram (Jr., 6-2, 285) _ 
DE: J. Sobeleski (Sr., 6-4, 260) __C. Robinson (Fr., 6-4, 285) _ 
LB: E. Coakley (Sr., 6-2, 210) _J. Graham (So., 6-3, 245) 
LB: R. Humphrey (Sr., 6-1, 235)" Phil Clarke (Jr., 6-0, 235) 
LB: E.C. Varoustsos (Jr., 6-1, 195) Nick Cole (Fr., 6-1, 200) 
CB: Chiffon Allen (Fr., 5-10, 170) Tray Crayton (Fr., 6-2, 175) 
CB: J. Jenkins (Sr., 6-2, 190)" __C. Brown (Jr,, 5-11, 175) 
SS: S. Hornack (So., 5-10, 190) _C. McGhee (Sr., 5-14, 185)" 
FS: K. Thompson (Fr., 5-11, 235) S. Hornack (So., 5-10, 190) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Chris Ferencik (Jr. 5-11, 185)"Paul Ruzila (Fr., 5-10, 165)_ 
P: Grant Coffield (So., 6-3, 205) Kevin Bever (Jr., 5-10, 195) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

* Billy West needs 770 yards to move into sec- 
ond place on Pitt's all-time career rushing 
chart, behind Tony Dorsett. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.pitt.edu/~sports 
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Twenty years after Johnny Majors led 
Pittsburgh to a 12-0 national title season, he 
was unceremoniously dumped by the school 
in his second coaching stint with the 
Panthers. 

In a_what-have-you-done-for-me-lately 
sport, apparently Majors didn’t do enough. 
The Panthers went 4-7—their best record 
since 1991—but Majors was moved off the 
sidelines and into an administrative role. 
Now new coach Walt Harris takes his shor at 
rebuilding what was once one of the East’s 
premier programs 

“I’m very excited about the opportunity to 
rebuild the Pittsburgh Panthers to their right- 
ful place among the elite football programs in 
the country,” Harris said. “I understand this 
will take a tremendous amount of work and 
commitment by myself, our coaching staff 
and players. We want to build by attracting 
the outstanding Western 
Pennsylvania and around the country.” 

Harris coached at Tennessee State under 
Majors; he was the quarterbacks coach for the 
New York Jets from 1992-94. But most 
recently, Harris served as the offensive coordi- 
nator for Ohio State, and Pitt fans saw his sys- 
tem first-hand when the Buckeyes crushed 
Pitt, 72-0, on the way to last year’s Rose Bowl. 

Pittsburgh fans may be looking at more of 
this The 
defense is porous and the quar- 
terback situation 
About the only good news is the 
return of tailback Billy West, 
who returned to school after 
announcing his intention of 
entering the NFL draft. 


Prospects in 


the same season. 


unsettled. 


OFFENSE: Without an estab- 
lished quarterback on the team, 
the running game will have to 
carry the load early on. West rushed for 1,358 
yards in 1994 and was named Big East 
Offensive Player of the Year. But he struggled 
in 1996 and was even moved to fullback to 
accommodate senior Dwayne Schulters. That 
duo will give Pitt a solid ground game, run- 
ning behind a line anchored by tackle Tony 
Orlandini and center Reggie Thomas, both 
four-year starters. 

Senior wideout Jake Hoffart was fourth in 
the Big East with 39 catches, but a delivery 
system still has to be decided upon. Athletic 
senior quarterback Pete Goi is the tenta- 
tive starter coming out of spring practice, but 
he could easily lost his job to junior Matt 
Lytle. 


tion. 


DEFENSE: New coordinator 
Larry Coyer will install an attacking eight- 


defensive 
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West needs to 
return to his 1994 
form. 

¢ Use the new eig 


man front to revamp 
the defense. 

¢ Clear up a muddled 
quarterback situa- 


BILLY WEST-RB 


man front somewhat similar to that used by 
league foes Rutgers and Virginia Tech. Senior 
Curtis McGhee, last year's leading tackler 
with 86 stops, will move from safety up to the 
“Hero” position. Seniors Earnest Coakley and 
Rod Humphrey round out a veteran lineback- 
ing corps. 

Demond Gibson (36 tackles) is the only 
returning tackle with starting experience. 
The massive, 320-pound sophomore will 
anchor the line, while senior free safety John 

Jenkins anchors the secondary. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: This unit 
is clearly weaker than last year. 
Gone is punter Nate Cochran 
and his whopping 43.9 yard 
average. Junior Chris Ferencik 
made just five of his nine field 
goals attempts, missing one from 
inside the 30 and another from 
inside the 40. Yet, he was a per- 
fect 3-for-3 from 40-49 yards 
and has the ability to improve. Jenkins was 
second in the league in punt return average 
at 10.9 


RECRUITING: This was one of the worst 
classes in the Big East, as league rivals like 
Rutgers and Syracuse pillaged western Penn. 
Defensive back Nick Cole of Brooklyn, Ohio 
and tight end Joe Conlin of Greensburg (Pa.) 
were both selected for the Big 33 Game, 
while defensive back Kenny Harris was All- 
State in New York. Fullback Kevin Barlow of 
Pittsburgh’s Peabody High was named to the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s Fabulous 22, as was 
running back/cornerback Victor Strader from 
local power Penn Hills, the 1995 national 
champion. 


By Brian Lewis 
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TOMASO DeROSA TDS! 


Rutger Rutgers 


STEVE HARPER-WR 


Rutgers has three quarterbacks on the ros- 
ter, none of whom have ever played a down of 
major-college football, and the Scarlet Knights 
are coming off a 2-9 year. 

So why is coach Terry Shea smiling? 

Rutgers has been short on talent and long 
on misfortune of late, but many around 
Piscataway feel that Shea, in his second year at 
the helm, has the downtrodden program head- 
ed in the right direction. 

Shea brought in the West Coast offense but 
found it useless without a trigger- 
man, tailback or offensive line. 
Rod Sharpless’ defense was stout 
but undermanned, wearing down 
late in games and late in the sea- 
son to allow 34.5 points per game. 

But Rutgers landed the best 
recruiting class in its history, and 
may find a third of its starters from 
that class. 

“Skill-wise, | think we will get 
a lot better with the new talent 
coming in,” Shea said. “That 
doesn’t mean they will just come in and 
replace people. But they will raise the level of 
practice closer to that of a game, which is 
what we'll have to do if we're ever to get out of 
this rut.” 


OFFENSE: No quarterback completed over 
45 percent of his passes last year, and the run- 
ning game was anemic. The offensive line was 
culpable for both, and allowed 16 sacks over a 
two-game span down the stretch. This unit has 
nowhere to go but up. 

The quarterbacks situation is again up in the 
air. Redshirt freshman Mike Jones was the only 
quarterback in spring ball, but could get pushed 
by true lg a Mike McMahon North 
Allegheny (Pa.) or JUCO transfer Brendan 
Edmonds of Sacramento City College. 


* The offensive line 
must improve. 

* QB Shea must deal 
with a group that 
has never taken a 


snap in college. 

* Rutgers defense 
cannot allow as 
many yards per 
Carry as last season. 


Whoever starts, he'll have an outstanding 
corps of wideouts to throw to. Senior Steve 
Harper is the leading returning receiver and 
sophomore Walter King a budding talent, but 
fifth year senior Reggie Funderburk, return- 
ing from knee surgery, may be the best of the 
lot. The crew is so deep, Chris Hutton has 
been moved to tight end, along with senior 
Marcus Luna. 

Undersized senior center Jack McKiernan 
anchors the offensive line, and will get help 
from incoming junior college transfer Ryan 
Comeau and Donta Kendrick. They'll block 
for sophomore tailback Jacki Crooks, bruising 
junior fullback Gary Fauntleroy and a host of 
young backs. 


DEFENSE: The defense will be stronger and 
deeper than last year's unit. Sharpless’ crew 
also gets a fifth-year senior returning from 
injury in inside linebacker Brian Sheridan. He 
notched 132 tackles in 1995, and joins 
Football News All-Big East pick Aaron Brady 
as a solid tandem. 

The defensive line is deep at end, with 
Chris Cebula, JUCO transfer Frank Battle 
and athletic sophomore Wayne Hampton, 
who sat out his freshman year due to acade- 
mics. Charles Woolridge has beefed up and 
moved inside, along with sophomore Bryan 
Yeager. 

The secondary will have to 
be rebuilt, after losing both cor- 
ners. Junior Peter Clark is the 
incumbent at left corner, with 
Norris Crawford likely stepping 
in at right. Safety Thomas Kelly 
anchors this unit. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Let the 
competition begin. Rutgers re- 
turns a handful of kickers and 
punters from last year’s squad, 
meaning that there could be a year-long bat- 
tle waged over the starting spots. Nick Mike 
Mayer, who handled the field-goal kicking 
last year, will try to hold off two others. Jared 
Slovan looks to be the punter, with Lee 
McDonald backing him up 


RECRUITING: The Scarlet Knights’ class, 
generally regarded as the third-best in the Big 
East, may have been their best ever. They got 
help along both lines, and seven or eight 
recruits will see time right away. McMahon, 
DL Jack Bloom, WR/DR Delrico Fletcher, 
RB/LB Tarrell Freeney and RB Kevin Sinclair 
were all USA Today honorable mention All- 
Americas. 


By Brian Lewis 


RUTGERS FACTS 


Coach: Terry Shea, 2nd year, 2-9; 17-15-2 overall 

’96 Record: 2-9 (1-6 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Rutgers Stadium, Piscataway, N.J. 
(41,500; grass) 

Returning Starters: 14 (5 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Rashod Swinger, DL (led all Big 
East linemen in tackles), Chad Bosch, RB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: none 

Rushing: Jacki Crooks, So., 76 carries, 268 yards, 
17D 

Receiving: (Catches): Steve Harper, Sr., 25 
Receiving (Yards): Harper, 331 

Tackles: Aaron Brady, Jr, 92 tackles 

Sacks: Chris Cebula, Sr., 6 

Interceptions: Peter Clarke, Jr, 3 

Punting: Jared Slovan, Sr., 40.0 avg. 

Kicking: Nick Mike-Mayer, Sr, 3-9 FGs (long 48), 
17-19 PATs 

Scoring: Mike-Mayer, 26 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

TRU MiisteiS Sie) | VILLANOVA; W, 38-28 
9/6 NAVY; L, 10-6 

9/13 MIAMI; L, 33-0 

9/20, at Virginia Tech; L, 30-14 
10/4 at West Virginia at Syracuse; L, 42-0 
10/9 SYRACUSE ARMY; L, 42-21 

10/18 at Army at B.C.; L, 37-13 

10/25 PITTSBURGH TEMPLE; W, 28-17 

11/1 at Temple WEST VIRGINIA; L ,55-14 
11/8 WAKE FOREST at Notre Dame; L, 62-0 
11/15 at Miami at Pittsburgh; L, 24-9 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Mike Jones (So., 6-4, 220) _B. Edmonds (Jr, 
RB: Jacki Greoke (ses 5-11, 194) Joe Diggs (Sr., 6-0, ee 
FB: Fi i, 6-0, C. Wash’gton (Jr, 6-1, 241) 
WR: Holland be 213)" Walter King (So., 6-2, 1 
WR: R. F'nderburk (Sr., 5-11, 175) S. Harper (Sr., 5-10, 175)" 
TE: Chris Hutton Marcus Luna (Sr. 
LT: Kerry Ware (Sr, 6-4, 295) Pete Donnelly (Sr, 6-2, 316) 
LG: Ben French (Jr, 6-4, 304)" _ Randy Smith (So., 6-4, 270) _ 
C: J. McKiernan (Sr., 6-2, 282)" _ Shaun O’Hara (Jr., 6-3, 280) 
RG: D. Kendrick (Jr., 6-3, 280) _ Clint Hunt (Jr. 
RT: Pete Donnelly (Sr., 6-2, 316)" Ryan Comeau (Jr., 6-4, 295) 


DEFENSE 
DE: C. Cebula (Sr, 6-3, 230)" __W. Hampton (So, 6-3, 230) _ 
DT: Bryan Yeager (So., 6-3, 265) _ Mike Behl (Jr, 6-2, 240) 
DT: C. Woolridge (Sr, 6-3, 265)" _M. W'shington (Sr., 6-2, 265) 
DE: A. G.-Shields (Jr., 6-4, 242) Frank Battle (Jr, 
LB: Roger Wingate (Jr, 6-1, 180)* J. Cooper (So,, 5-11, 203) 
LB: Aaron Brady (Jr,, 5-11, 213)" T, Bryant (Ur, 6-1, 225)* 
LB: Brian Sheridan (Sr,, 6-0, 215) M. Pridgeon (So., 6-1 
LB: D. Strohmeyer (Jr., 6-3, 220) Gil Ross (Jr., 6-0, 181)" 
CB: Peter Clarke (Jr, 5-9, 184) Louis Turso (So., 5-8, 169) 
CBN. Crawford (Sr, 5-10, 187)*_K. Williams (Sr., 5-10, 185) _ 
FS: T. Kelly (Sr., 6-0, 190)" Shin Black (So., 6-1, 208) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: N. Mike-Mayer (Sr., 6-1, 200)*_L. McDonald (Jr., 6-0, 195) _ 
P: Jared Slovan (Sr., 6-4, 200)" L. McDonald (Jr., 6-0, 195) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Wideout Reggie Funderburk needs 60 more 
career catches to break the school record. 

° Rutgers suffered the 500th loss in school 
history last season. The Scarlet Knights have 
won 539 games, including the first-ever foot- 
ball game, 6-4, over Princeton. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.rutgers.edu/athletics 
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SYRACUSE FACTS 


Coach: Paul Pasqualoni, 7th year, 51-18-1 
’96 Record: 9-3, (6-1 conf.) 
Final Rankings: No. 22 AP, No. 19 USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: Carier Dome, Syracuse, N.Y. (50,000; 
artificial) 

- Returning Starters: 13 (7 off., 5 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Kevin ‘Abrams, CB (ist-team All- 
Big East); Nate Hemsley, LB (1st-team All Big-East); 
Shelton Prescott, OL (1st-team All-Big East); Antonio 
Anderson, DT (2nd-team All-Big East); Sean Reali, P 
(2nd-team All-Big East); Malcolm Thomas, RB (2nd- 
team All-Big East) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Donovan McNabb, Jr., 118-215-1,776 yards, 
al 9 TDs, 9 INTs 

Rushing: McNabb, 97 carries, 458 yards, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Jim Turner, Sr., 20,2 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Turner, 383 

Tackles: Donovin Darius, Sr., 103 

Sacks: Antwaune Ponds, Sr. 5.5 

Interceptions: Phil Nash, Jr, 4 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Nate Trout, Jr, 11-15 FGs (long 43), 52-53 PATS 
Scoring: Trout, 85 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
vs. Wisconsin" N. CAROLINA; L, 27-10 
N.C. STATE at Minnesota; L, 35-33 
at Oklahoma VIRGINIA TECH; ww, 52-24 
at Virg. Tech RUTGERS; W, 42. 
TULANE PITTSBURGH; oS 7 
E, CAROLINA at B.C.; W, 45-17 
10/9 at Rutgers at West Virginia; W, 30-7 
10/18 TEMPLE at Tulane; W, 31-7 
11/1 W. VIRGINIA ARMY; W, 42-47 
11/8 B.C. | at Temple; W, 36-15 
11/15 atPittsburgh MIAMI (FLA); L, 38-31 
11/29 at Miami (Fla.) vs. Houston; W, 30-17" 
* in Kickoff Classic *in Liberty Bow! 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: D. McNabb (Jr., 6-2, 219)* QB: K. Downing (Sr., 6-2, 200) 
RB: K. Mcintosh (Jr, 5-8, 178) RB: Dee Bi , 6-0, 1 
EEEHOD Moh ed (6-3 250) Fe N, Sue ano ieaeoees 


[RB. Patkochis Sr, 6-4 SOF Te Wetton 66 257 


LG: S. Kieman (Jr., 6-2, 308)" __ LG: M. Dresner (So., 6-3, 284) 
Cc: Bowen )* C: Jason Hall 


RG: B. Warren (Sr. RG: B. O'Donell (So., 6-3, 279) 
RT: M. Baniewicz (So., SS TERS: Brominski (So., 6-4, 245) 


DEFENSE 
DE: J. Walters (Sr., 6-3, 260)* DE: Marc Pilon (Jr, 6-4, 253) _ 
DT: D. Corley (So., 6-2, 315) _ DT: E. Kilgore (Fr., 6-3, 274) 
DT: B. Coleman (Jr., 6-3, 293)" DT: D. Dinkins (So., 6-4, 268) _ 
4 +, 6-3, 255) DE: C. Snell (Fr. 
H (S0., 6-4, 221) 


(Sr, 252)" _LB: M. Pettijohn (Fr., 6- 
Gibbs (Jr., 5-11, 213) LB: K. Bulluck Gaba 
il Nash (Jr, 6-0, 187) __ CB: Will Allen (Fr., 5-10, 168) _ 
. Gadson (Sr., 5-7, 177)" CB: P. W'dcock (Fr., 5-10, 1 
SS: T. Jones (Sr., 6-1, 223) SS: Jason Poles (Jr, 6-2, 194) 
FS: D. Darius (Sr., 6-1, 205)* FS: J. Kinds (Fr., 6-3, 190) 


Seecien TEAMS 
K: Nate Trout (So., Dunkin (Jr, 5-14, 1 
P: Nate Trout (So., 5-8, tae} Doug Dunkin (Jr., 5-11, 170) 


* Denotes returning starter 


_ MILESTONE 

© Prior to last season, Syracuse had never 
lost when scoring more than 30 points in a 
game (239-0). That record now stands at 248-2 
after losses to Minnesota (35-33) and Miami 
(88-31) in 1996. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
http://athletics.syredu 
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As the 1997 season approaches, the Syracuse 
Orangemen are still trying to recover from the 
disappointment of last November's regular-season 
ending 38-31 loss to the Miami Hurricanes. Not 
only did the defeat cost Syracuse its first Big East 
championship and a bid to the Orange Bowl, but 
it cost SU nearly $8 million (the difference 
between the Orange and Liberty bowls). 

“Tt cost us the championship,” Syracuse coach 
Paul Pasqualoni said. “We had a chance to go to 
the Orange Bowl and it cost us that, too. It was a 
pretty awful Saturday.” 

Indeed it was. What made the loss more sour 
for the Orange was that Virginia Tech and West 
Virginia received much more lucrative bowl 
bids(to the Orange and Gator bowls, respective- 
ly). Meanwhile, SU, the Big East co-champs with 
the Hokies and 'Canes, got Liberty. The team 
held a vote to see if it wanted to go to Memphis 
and eventually did, winning its seventh consecu- 
tive bowl game by defeating Houston, 30-17, to 
complete back-to-back 9-3 seasons. 

Now comes 1997, and the Orangemen are 
thinking pay back, then pay out. Beat Miami 
(Nov. 29 in Miami) and it’s a good bet the 
Orange won't be disappointed again when the 
bowl invitations are sent out. But first things 
first. Syracuse, which didn’t open the 1996 sea- 
son until Sept. 7, will have played three games 
by that date this season, including the Aug. 24 
Kickoff Classic season opener against 
Wisconsin. 


OFFENSE: Leading that challenge 
will be third-year quarterback 
Donovan McNabb, who, if not for 
the unexpected return of Tennessee’s 
Peyton Manning and Notre Dame's 
Ron Powlus, would be the quarter- 
back most often linked with the 
Heisman this season. McNabb, like 
the rest of the team, started off the 
96 season slowly but came on 
strong, including a 16-of-19, 285- 
yard, 2-TD performance against then-undefeated 
Army 

Behind McNabb, Syracuse averaged more 
than 400 yards total offense and 37 points per 
game, including 11 straight games of 30 points or 
more to finish the season. 

Leading rusher Malcolm Thomas is gone as is 
longtime offensive coordinator George DeLeone, 
the architect of Syracuse’s multi-faceted pro- 
option attack. DeLeone left for an offensive line 
coach job with the San Diego Chargers, leaving 
the Orange attack in the hands of former quarter- 
backs coach Kevin Rogers. 

“There'll be some changes,” Pasqualoni said. 
“Any time you bring in a new coordinator, you 
bring in a new personality. Kevin is a very com- 
petitive guy. A very bright guy.” 


DEFENSE: Other than senior Antwaune 
Ponds, a third team All-America, there are few 


* Finally beat Miami— 
the Orange are 0-6 
vs. the ‘Canes . 


havoc on special 
teams. 


ANTWANE PONDS-LB 


fish to choose from at linebacker. Pasqualoni must 
find replacements for departed seniors Nate 
Hemsley, Dana Cotrell and Mike Brown, who 
combined for 191 tackles and 5 1/2 sacks last sea- 
son. The leading candidates are converted safety 
Keith Bullack (43 tackles, 3 INTs) and one-time 
Clemson signee Idris Price. Price, considered one 
of the top five prep linebackers in the nation in 
1996, has yet to qualify, however. 

Pasqualoni must also fill a rather humongous 
void on the defensive line due to the departure of 
tackle Antonio Anderson, who took his 6-foot-7, 
310-pound wingspan to the NFL. 

The secondary is in much better hands 
thanks to the return of the other 
Donovin (safety Darius), a two- 
time All-Big East first-teamer, and 
cornerbacks Rod Gadson and Phil 
Nash. Nash, who played behind 
Gadson and Kevin Abrams last 
season, has a knack for making the 
big play. He had a team-high four 
interceptions and returned two 
blocked punts for touchdowns last 
season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: With the exception of 
Miami and its one-man special teams unit, 
Tremain Mack, no Big East group was more dan- 
gerous. Syracuse's specialty unit combined for five 
touchdowns (two on blocked punts), blocked six 
kicks and altered the flight of numerous others. 
The loss of Abrams and his quick charge off the 
comer will hurt, but this outfit has speed to burn. 


RECRUITING: SU chose prized defensive line- 
man Damien Mallery, a Parade All-America from 
Syracuse's Henninger High School. Tailbacks 
James Mungro (Pennsylvania state record 8,432 
career rushing yards, 115 TDs) and Ali Culpepper 
also give the Orange plenty of reasons to feel 
juiced about this class. Both could see action 
behind Kyle McIntosh this fall. 


By Dave Allen 
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‘AL BELLO/ALLSPORT 


RAMOD LEE-RB 


The Owls have been the laughingstock of 
the Big East. But for how much longer? At 
the league meetings in Fort Lauderdale this 
past February, Temple was apparently given 
the message loud and clear: Shape up more 
quickly or be shipped out. 

UConn, now playing in the LAA Yankee 
Conference, is moving ahead with its plan to 
move into the Big East soon. The odd man 
out could be Temple if significant improve- 
ments aren't made, particularly in the areas of 
competitiveness—the Owls are 1-38 in Big 
East play—and attendance. Last year’s home 
games at the 65,000-seat Veterans Stadium 
against eventual bowl teams 
West Virginia and Syracuse drew 
a pitiful 2,546 and 4,312 paying 
customers, respectively. 

Things got so bad during the 
Owls’ third 1-10 season in the 
past four years that after a gut- 
wrenching 53-52 loss to Pitt, 
Temple coach Ron Dickerson 
announced he would resign at 
the end of the season. He recant- 
ed the next day. 


OFFENSE: The first order of business is to 
replace quarterback Henry Burris, who set 20 
Temple and 10 Big East marks during his 
tenure. Dickerson and new offensive coordi- 
nator Lew Carpenter face an interesting 
dilemma: Should they continue to run a pro- 
set with quarterback Pat Bonner at the helm 
or scrap their present offense in favor of an 
option-style attack with human highlight film 
Kevin Harvey at the controls? 

Bonner appeared in eight games in 1996, 
including one start in which he threw three 
INTs against Syracuse. However, the Owls’ 
long-term answer is probably the 5-10 
Harvey, the most celebrated recruit in Temple 
football history. Harvey earned 1995 first- 
team USA Today All America at Paulsboro 
(N.J.) High, where he piled up 7,872 yards of 
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¢ JUCO transfers 
must make an 
immediate impact 
on defense. 


total offense and scored a New Jersey state 
record 656 career points. 

Returning are senior wideouts Troy Kersey 
(28 catches, 543 yards, 3 TDs) and Kevin 
Walker, a medical redshirt last year after lead- 
ing the Owls in all-purpose yards in 1995. 
The running game will be built around junior 
fullback Ramod Lee, the team’s top ground- 
gainer (526 yards) and scorer (10 TDs) last 
n. Speedy redshirt tailback Elmarko 
Jackson is another newcomer to watch. 

The offensive line, led by All-Big East 
candidate Roger Chanoine (6-5, 275) at left 
tackle, is finally getting bigger. Damien Grant 
(6-4, 265) moves from tackle to center and 
redshirt sophomore Tim Leach (6-7, 322) is 
inserted into Grant's old right tackle spot. 


DEFENSE: Hitting machine Alshermond 
Singleton (134 tackles in '96), a first-team 
All-Big East selection, has moved on to the 
NEL. Singleton was the lone bright spot from 
a unit that was shredded for 35.1 points and 
396.3 yards per game. 

In recruiting, Dickerson wisely opted to go 
the quick-fix route, signing eight junior col- 
lege defensive players. However, the Owls 
“D” won't be made up of all new faces. 
Linebackers Keith Kerrin (82 tackles) and 
Decara Burgess (57 tackles) are both back. 
The secondary returns intact, led by last year’s 
third leading tackler, Marcus Counts (70) at 
safety. The starting corners, Tom Indio (61 
tackles, 1 INT) and Lamond 
Adams (58 tackles, 2 INTs), are 
tough but tiny (both are in the 5- 
8 range). They are often taken 
advantage of by the 6-3 receivers 
the Owls routinely face. 


¢ Junior Pat Bonner 
must replace QB 
Henry Burris. 

* Special teams must 
improve significantly. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Last season, 
the unit was scored upon in near- 
ly every conceivable manner: It 
allowed a punt return for a 
touchdown, a kickoff return for a 
touchdown, an opposing holder to run 25 
yards for a TD, and a blocked field goal to be 
returned for a score. They also missed five of 
25 extra-point attempts, made only four field 
goals all year, and had punts blocked in each 
of their final three games. 


RECRUITING: Dickerson devoted 20 of his 
25 signees to defensive players—eight of 
those are junior college transfers who will be 
expected to play immediately. In particular, 
defensive end Tomiko Godbold, defensive 
tackle Kenyatta Williamson, linebackers Levi 
Roquemore and Ramone Budgetts, and cor- 
nerback Calvin Watson appear to have the 
credentials to start right away. Watson is from 
the same high school as Junior Seau. 


By Bill Doherty 


TEMPLE FACTS 


Coach: Ron Dickerson, 5th year, 5-39 

96 Record: 1-10 (0-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Veterans Stadium, Philadelphia, Pa. 
(66,592; artificial turf) 

Returning Starters: 17 (8 off., 6 def., 3 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Alshermond Singleton, LB (ist- 
team All-Big East); Van Johnson, WR (1st-team All-Big 
East); Henry Burris, QB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Pat Bonner, Jr, 27-56-388 yards, 2 TDs, 
3 INTs 

Rushing: Ramod Lee, Jr, 130 carries, 526 yards, 
10 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Troy Kersey, Sr., 28,3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Kersey, 543 

Tackles: Keith Kerrin, Sr., 82 

Sacks: Kerrin, 5.5 

Interceptions: Lamond Adams, Jr., 2 

Punting: Dave Nicholl, Sr., 37.9 avg. 

Kicking: Zane Michalski, Sr, 4-7 FGs (long 40), 
20-25 PATs 


Scoring: Lee, 60 points 

1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/28 atW. Mich. Eastern Mich.; W, 28-24 

9/6 BC. WASH. ST,; L, 38-34 

9/13 atPenn State at Bowling Green; L, 20-16 ff 11] 
9/20 VIRG. TECH PENN STATE; L, 41-0 = 
9/27 MARYLAND at Pittsburgh; L, 53-52 9) 
10/4 PITTSBURGH at Virginia Tech; L, 38-0 

10/18 at Syracuse WEST VIRGINIA; L, 30-10 
10/25 at Miami (Fla.) at Rutgers; L, 28-17 

11/1 RUTGERS MIAMI (FLA); L, 57-26 W) 
11/8 atNavy at B.C,; L, 21-20 =] 
11/15 at W. Virginia SYRACUSE; L, 36-15 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Pat Bonner (Jr., 6-1, 197) _ Kevin Harvey (Fr., 5-10, 
RB: Ramod Lee (Jr., 6-2, 227)" _F McBride (Jr, 5-10, 197) 
FB: B. Johnstone (Jr, 6-1, 252)" Victor Ford (Jr., 5-10, 252) _ 


WR: Troy Kersey (Sr., 5-11, 187)" K. Gilliard (Sr., 5-11, 1 
WR: K. Walker (Sr, 5-11, 170)" _K. Carter (Jr., 5-9, 171) 


TE: Wendell Davis (Sr, 6-3, 244)* S. Overc’ker (Sr., 6-4, 
LT: R. Chanoine (Sr., 6-5, 276)*__ Theo Ross (So., 6-4, 286) 
LG: Charlie Morris (Jr., 6-2, 285)* T. Moreira (So., 6-3, 323) 


C: Jeff Fiss (So., 6-3, 283) J.J. Cardona (Sr,, 6-5, 295)" 
RG: Scott Oster (Jr., 6-3, 330)"_ Charlie Morris (Jr., 6-2, 285). 


RT: Damien Grant (Sr, 6-4, 265)* Tim Leach (So., 6-7, 322) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Robert Kelly (Sr., 6-3, 254)*_John James (Jr., 6-3, 235) _ 
DT: K. Williamson (Jr., 6-3, 252) _M. Nkwenti (Fr., 6-4, 271) 
NT: Larry Chester (Sr., 6-3, 300)* R. Williams (So., 6-2, 292) _ 


DE: Kyle Benzio (Sr., 6-6, 250) _Kevin Rowe (Fr., 6-3, 230) 
LB: D. Burgess (Sr., 6-0, 225)*__ W. McCallum (Fr., 6-3, 215) _ 
LB: F. Graham (Jr, 6-2, 231) _T. Matthews (Jr., 6-4, 245) 


LB: Levar Talley (Fr., 5-11, 225) _G. Ascolese (Jr., 6-0, 223) 
CB: Tom Indio (Jr, 5-8, 161)" _A. Patterson (Jr., 5-10, 172) 
CB: L. Adams (Jr, 5-9, 180)" __ Excel Lucas (Jr., 5-11, 185). 
‘SS: M. Counts (Sr., 6-0, 204)" Lansana Sylla (Jr., 6-1, 192) 


FS: Excel Lucas (Jr., 5-11, 185)* R. Meade (So., 6-0, 170) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Z. Michalski (Sr., 5-11, 216)*_ Dave Nicholl (Jr., 6-1, 193) _ 
P: Josh Boies (Sr., 6-4, 220)* Dave Nicholl (Jr., 6-1, 193) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Temple is 1-38 all-time in Big East play. 

© Of the Owls’ six 1997 road opponents, five 
played in bowl games last year (Penn State, 
Syracuse, Miami (Fla.), Navy and West 
Virginia). 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.temple.edu/owlsport 
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VIRGINIA TECH FACTS 


Coach: Frank Beamer, 11th year, 61-51-2 

796 Record: 10-2 (6-1 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 13 AP, No. 12 USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: Lane Stadium, Blacksburg, Va. 
(61,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 12 (4 off., 5 def., 3 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Billy Conaty, C (ist-team All- 
America); Cornell Brown, DE (1st-team All-America); 
Jim Druckenmiller, QB (ist-team All-Big East); Bryan 
Jennings, TE: (1st-team All-Big East); Myron Newsome 
and Brandon Semones, LBs (2nd-team All-Big East); 
Torrian Gray, S (2nd-team All-Big East); Antonio Banks, 
CB (2nd-team All-Big East); Jay Hagood and Tw. 
Washington, OTs (2nd-team All-Big East) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Al Clark, Jr., 1-5-12 yards, 0 TD, 1 INT 
Rushing: Ken Oxendine, Jr., 150 carries, 890 yards, 
13 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Shawn Scales, Sr., 30, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Scales, 510 

Tackles: Pierson Prioleau, Jr, 71 

Sacks: John Engelberger, So. and Kerwin Hairston, Sr, 
6 


Interceptions: Loren Johnson, Jr., 3 

Punting; Jimmy Kibble, So., 37.3 avg. 

Kicking: Shayne Graham, So., 10-16 FGs (long 35), 
39-39 PATS 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
8/30 at Rutgers at Akron; W, 21-18 
9/13 SYRACUSE at B.C.; W, 45-7 
9/20 at Temple RUTGERS; W, 30-14 
9/27 ARKANSAS ST. at Syracuse; L, 52-21 
10/4 MIAMI (OHIO) TEMPLE; W, 38-0 
10/11 B.C. PITTSBURGH; W, 34-17 
10/25 at W. Virginia SW LOUISIANA; W, 47-16 
11/1 ALA.-BIRM. E. CAROLINA; W, 35-14 
11/8 MIAMI (FLA) at Miami (Fla.); W, 21-7 
11/22 at Pittsburg} W. VIRGINIA; W, 31-14 
11/29 at Virginia VIRGINIA; W, 26-9 
vs. Nebraska; L, 41-21* 
* Orange Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 
QB: Al Clark (Jr., 6-1, 202) Mike Kocicka (Jr., 6-3, 213)_ 
RB: Ken Oxendine (ur, 6-1, 223)": ‘Stith (So., 5-8, 196) 
FB: M. Parker (Sr., 5-10, 221) _ Shelly Ellison (So., 6-1, 246) 


WR: S. Scales (Sr., 5-11, 191)" _ Cory Bird (Fr., 5-11, 194) 
WR: M. Stuewe (Sr., 6-1, 182) __M. Gildersl've (So., 5-7, 166) 


TE: P. Edison (So., 6-3, 245) 


Myers (Fr., 6-3, 225) 


LT: Derek Smith (Jr., 6-6, 304) 


LG: G. DiNapoli (Sr,, 6-3, 301)" 


Ayan Baird (So., 6-0, 268) 
‘Troy Smith (Fr., 6-4, 262) 


C:T. Washington (Sr, 6-3, 


308)*_T. Schnecker (So., 6-1, 268)_ 


RG: Dwight Vick (Jr., 6-4, 313), 


T. Wheatley (Jr, 6-4, 307) 


RT: W. Flowers (Sr., 6-4, 278) 


Josh Redding (Fr., 6-4, 291) 


DEFENSE 
DE: J. Engleb'ger (So., 6-4, 252)*J. Buckland (So., 6-1, 234) 


DT: Carl Bradley (So., 6-2, 261) 


‘A. Lambo (Fr., 6-3, 279) 


DT: K. Hairston (Sr., 6-2, 274)* 


DE: Danny Wheel (Sr., 6-2, 234) 


Brad Baylor (Sr., 6-4, 284) 
Chris 6: 


LB: Korey Irby (Sr., 6-0, 192) 


., 6-2, 252) _ 
Tyron Edmond (Jr., 6-1, 202) 


LB: Steve Tate (Sr., 6-1, 228)" 


M. Clemente (Fr., 6-0, 


LB: Jamel Smith (So., 6-1, 226) 


CB: A. Midget (So., 5-11, 180) 


Cody Whipple (Sr., 6-2, 
Tony Joe (Sr., 6-1, 181) 


CB: L. Johnson (Jr, 5-10, 173)" 


Ike Chariton (Fr., 6-0, 197) 


‘SS: P. Prioleau (Jr., 5-10, 182)* 


P. Summers (Fr., 6-0, 187) 


FS: K. Carpenter (Jr., 6-0, 203) 


L Ferguson (Fr,, 6-0, 194) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K:S. Graham (S0., 6-0, 197)* 


J. Kibble (So., 5-10, 170) 


P: Jimmy Kibble (So., 5-10, 170)* Caleb Hurd (So., 6-2, 194) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 


* Virginia Tech has won 20 of its last 22 


games. 


¢ Head coach Frank Beamer has captured Big 
East Coach of the Year honors the past two 


seasons. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 


http://sports.vt.edu 
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WT Virginia Tech 


In the past four seasons, coach Frank 
Beamer has been the architect of one of college 
football’s. most amazing building jobs. His 
Hokies have been to four consecutive bowl 
games (including two straight trips to alliance 
bowls). They are 20-2 in their last 22 games. 
They won the 1995 Big East title outright and 
shared the league crown with Miami (Fla.) and 
Syracuse last year. 

However, gone are seven offensive starters, 
including 6-foot-5, 225-pound quarterback Jim 
Druckenmiller and All-America center Billy 
Conaty. The defense also lost six starters to 
graduation, led by pass rusher Cornell Brown. 

“The verdict is out. I do not know how we 
will fare,” said Beamer, the Big East Coach of 
the Year for the past two seasons. 

But the truth is, the Hokies’ face a 1997 
schedule with games against Big East light- 
weights Temple, Rutgers, Pittsburgh and Boston 
College, and non-league tilts against Arkansas 
State, Miami (Ohio) and Alabama- 
Birmingham. That should guaranteed seven 
Division I-A wins. And if the Hokies can split 
their four games against quality foes—Syracuse, 
Miami (Fla.), West Virginia and Virginia— 
they'll can wind up the regular season at 9-2 


OFFENSE: Druckenmiller was the first quar- 
terback taken in the 1997 NFL draft. His 
replacement, unproven junior Al Clark, threw 
a total of five passes last year. But 
helping Clark will be talented 
junior tailback Ken Oxendine, a 
first-team All-Big East selection 
last year who led the league in 
scoring (13 touchdowns). Joining 
him will be sophomore tailback 
Shyrone Stith (474 yards, 5 
TDs), senior fullback Marcus 
Parker (467 yards) and junior 
tailback Lamont Pegues 
Clemson transfer). 

The receiving corps should be strong, 
thanks to the return of Shawn Scales (30 catch- 
es in 96) and senior split end Michael Steuwe 
(25 catches, 5 TDs). 

Senior Todd Washington (6-3, 308), a 
starter at guard last year, will move into 
Conaty’s vacant center spot. Washington, along 
with senior guard Gennaro DiNapoli (6-3, 301) 
and junior tackle Derek Smith (6-6, 304) could 


all earn All-Big East honors this season. 


DEFENSE: Gone are All-America end Brown, 
tackle Waverly Jackson, linebackers Myron 
Newsome and Brandon Semones, comerback 
Antonio Banks and free safety Torrian Gray. But 
the new unit will have time to come together, 
thanks to the easy early slate. The defensive line 
will be rebuilt around senior tackle Kerwin 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* With a soft early 

schedule, a 5-1 start 

is easily attainable. 


e John Engelberger 
and Kerwin Hairston 


must get to oppos- 

ing QBs. 
* Retool an offense 

which lost seven 
(fae starters. 


SHAWN SPRINGS-WR 


Hairston (52 tackles, 6 sacks) and a pair of talent- 
ed ends, sophomore John Engelberger (61 tackles, 
6 sacks) and senior Danny Wheel (51 tackles). 
The linebacking corps is unproven, except 
for Steve Tate; he started six games in 1996, 
The best bets for the other two starting spots 
are redshirt senior Korey Irby and sophomore 
Jamel Smith. 
The secondary will be retooled around a 
pair of returnees, junior cornerback Loren 
Johnson (44 tackles, 3 INTs) and junior rover 
Pierson Prioleau, the team’s fourth leading 
tackler (71) in "96. Junior free safety Keion 
Carpenter has already built a repu- 
tation as a big-play guy, as evi- 
denced by his last-minute 100- 
yard interception return for a 
touchdown in a 21-7 win over 
Miami (Fla.) last season. He also 
recorded three blocked punts. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Sophomore 
kicker Shayne Graham was a first- 
m All-Big East selection as a 

freshman after nailing 10 of 16 field 
goal attempts and all 39 of his extra points. 
Jimmy Kibble handles the kickoffs and punts. In 
°96, he punted 32 times for a 37.3 yard average 
with exceptional hang time. 


tea 


RECRUITING: Virginia Tech landed 6-5, 280- 
pound USA Today high school All-America 
defensive tackle Tyrone Roberston of Danville 
and the aforementioned 6-4, 210 junior college 
All-America Hall, from Richmond. Hall, a for- 
mer high school teammate of Oxendine, was 
listed as the nation’s No. 9 JUCO prospect by 
SuperPrep. However, the most recognizable 
name on Tech’s recruiting list is 6-2, 220 line- 
backer Derek Piniella of Tampa, Fla. He’s the 
son of Seattle Mariners manager Lou Piniella. 


By Bill Doherty 


vysousa svwoL 


PAUL CHAPMAN /BASP 
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AMOS ZEREQUE-RB 


The nation’s best defense, its best mis- 
take-free offense and the Big East’s best 
defensive player—West Virginia had all of 
those things last year. And they parlayed it 
into an 8-3 record and Gator Bowl berth. But 
with All-America candidate Canute Curtis 
in the NFL and the Mountaineers defense 
riddled by graduation losses, veteran coach 
Don Nehlen will need some luck to pull off 
an encore performance. 

“This is going to be a challenging year,” 
Nehlen said. “This team might face as tough a 
schedule as any I’ve coached.” 

Indeed, with road games at 
Notre Dame, Maryland, Miami 
and Syracuse, as well as tough 
home games against Virginia 
Tech and East Carolina, match- 
ing last year's mark will be diffi- 
cult but not impossible. 

The Mountaineers are young 
but talented. Even without 
Curtis, this defense should be 
The 


wideout 


among the nation’s best. 
junior 
Javid Saunders and sophomore tailback 
Amos Zereoue, the Big East Rookie of the 
Year, wil 
with an inexperienced quarterback. If the 
Mountaineers can mask their Achilles’ 
heel—their shoddy kicking game—they’'ll be 
bowling over the holidays. 


presence of 


make this offense dangerous, even 


OFFENSE: Chad Johnston, second on the 
school’s all-time passing list, is gone, as is his 
favorite target, Rahsaan Vanterpool. This 
year’s offense is just as talented, but can it be as 
mistake-proof? The Mountaineers committed 
only 10 turnovers last season—the best in the 
country. They'll be hard-pressed to match that 
in 1997 while breaking in a new quarterback. 
Sophomore Mare Bulger would seem to be 
the heir apparent. He could eventually be 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
junior Gary Still must 

step into Canute 

Curtis’ shoes 

at rush linebacker. 


The secondary must 
replace three 
starters. 

° The offensive line 
must improve. 


West Virginia 


pushed by 6-foot-6, 235-pound Bobby 
Sabelhaus, a transfer from Florida by way of 
Pierce Junior College. 

Saunders led the league in catches (76) 
and yards (1,043) last year, and classmate 
Shawn Foreman is known for his big-play 
potential. They'll open things up for Zereoue, 
who rushed for 1,035 yards and 10 scores. The 
offensive line that was a sieve early last season 
slowly matured and now returns eight letter- 
men, led by center Eric de Groh, guard Bryan 
Pukenas and tackle Solomon Page. 


DEFENSE: Curtis and his 16 1/2 sacks are 
gone, but talented junior Gary Stills had five 
sacks in a spring game and will try to replace 
him at rush linebacker. The rest of the front 
four should be outstanding. Senior tackle 
Slay had 58 tackles and 10 tackles for 
and was named second-team All-Big 
East. Senior Bob Baum is the leading returnee 
in sacks with six. 

The question mark is the secondary, where 
starters and 
»phomore 
anchor this 


Mountaineers must replace thre: 
11 years’ worth of experienc 
wide corner Perlo Bastien will 
unit. 

“That's the question: Can we replace three 
starting linebackers and three starters in the 
secondary,” Nehlen said. “I think we can.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS: This unit 
must improve. It was a blocked 
Mountaineers punt and the ensu- 
ing Miami touchdown that cost 
WVU a win and a share of the 


league title. The new punter 
could be placekicker Bryan 


Baumann or junior college trans- 
fer Jade Stillings, who redshirted 
last year. Baumann was a second- 
team Big East kicker in 1995 
before losing his job to sopho- 
more Jay Taylor, who was 15 of 24 on field 
goals last year. 


RECRUITING: Sabelhaus is clearly the coup 
of this class, regarded as the fifth-best in the 
league. Andy Kaeting of Germantown is rated 
by G@W Recruiting Report as one of the top 15 
quarterbacks in the Midwest. The 
Mountaineers also signed Brad Lewis of 
Shadyside, Ohio and DeShon Terry of 
Homestead, Fla. In time, they'll throw to 
speedy wideout Chmari Willis from Inwood 
(N.Y.) who has run a 10.5 100 meters. 
Freemont's Kyle Kayden is one of Ohio's best 
linebackers; he could fill out to fit WVU's 


tush-linebacker mold. 


By Brian Lewis 


WEST VIRGINIA FACTS 


Coach: Don Nehlen, 18th year, 123-72-4; 174-107-8 
overall 

"96 Record: 8-4 (4-3 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Mountaineer Field, Morgantown, 
W. Va. (63,500; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 14 (8 off., 5 def., 1 sp. teams) 

Key Players Lost: Canute Curtis, LB (consensus All- 
America); Mike Logan, DB (1st-team All-Big East); 
Rahsaan Vanterpool (WVA‘s all-time leading receiver); 
Chad Johnston, QB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Marc Bulger, Jr, 19-42-352 yards, 3 TDs, 
TINT 

Rushing: Amos Zereoue, So., 222 carries, 1,035 yards, 
9TDs 

Receiving (Catches): David Saunders, Jr., 76 (5 TDs) 
Receiving (Yards): Saunders, 1,043 

Tackles: Henry Slay, Sr., 58 

Sacks: Bob Baum, Jr, 6 

Interceptions: Perlo Bastien, Jr., 4 

Punting: Bryan Baumann, Sr., 46.8 avg. 

Kicking: Jay Taylor, So., 15-24 FGs, 32-32 PATs 


Scoring: Taylor, 77 points 

1997 SCHEDULE JREL At aES 

8/30 MARSHALL at Pittsburgh; W, 34-0 

()(- Wi =o N30) ANT. | W. MICHIGAN; W, 52-14 

9/13 atB.C. EAST CAROLINA; W, 10-9 

9/27 at Miami at Purdue; W, 20-6 

10/4 RUTGERS MARYLAND; W, 13-0 

10/11 at Maryland B.C.; W, 34-17 

10/25 VIRG. TECH at Temple; W, 30-10 

11/1 atSyracuse MIAMI; L, 10-7, 

11/15 TEMPLE SYRACUSE; L, 30-7 

BhIeearia (ue | at Rutgers; W, 55-14 

11/28 PITTSBURGH at Virginia Tech; L, 41-14 
vs. North Carolina; L, 20-13 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Marc Bulger (So., 6-3, 190) _B. B Sabelhaus (80. 6-6, 235) 
RB: Ai Zereoue (So, 8-10, 1997 _Kherl Mott (Se, 5-10, 200) — 
FB: White A.Green 
WR: D. Saunders (Jr, Ae Ken Fisher oe 6-1, 1 
WR: S. Foreman (Jr., 6-1, 205) D Soper 17 
TE: Chad Wable (Sr, (So., 6-6, 
tr ESAT Pie eae tres Often ee ae 
LG: Steve Ford (Jr, 6-3, 285) __R. Dunnigan (Sr, 63,310 310 
: Eric de Groh (Jr, 6-5, 285)" Bill Mozly (St 6:3, 300 
RG: Brian Pukenas (Jr., 6-4, 290) Matt Ceresa (Sr., 6-5, a 
RT: Sam Austin (Sr. 6-4, 295)" Brock Holland (Sr., 6-5, 285) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Bob Baum (Sr., 6-4, 265)*__ Kevin Landolt “Ee ry rein 
NT: John Thorton (Jr., 6-3, 290)* in Price 
DT: Henry Slay (Sr., 6-2, 290)* nie Forbes (Jr., Se 
LB: Gary Stills (Jr., 6-2, 230) __ Ryan Brady (Jr, 6-2, 245) 
LB: J. Sweeney (Sr, 6-1, 230) _S. Lippe (Sr., 6-2, 235) _ 
LB: J. Williams (Sr., 6-0, 240)" _ John Hadley (Jr., 6-2, 240) 


LB: D. Cogdelll Jr., 6-2, Br. Halper (So., 6-2, 220) 
ee ane D. Pack (Jr., 5-10, 180) : 


CBA. Anderson (Jr., 5-11, 180) _J. Bassham (Sr, 5-10, 180) _ 
SS: Barrett Green (Jr, 6-0, 210) Mitch Liston (Jr., 6-2, 195) 
FS:B. Sensabaugh (Jr., 6-2, 210) G. T’mpkins (Jr., 6-0, 205) _ 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Jay Taylor (So., 6-1, 175)*_ B. Baumann (Sr., 6-1, 195) 
P: Jade Stillings (Sr., 5-11, 175)* B. Baumann (Sr., 6-1, 195) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* David Saunders needs just 15 catches and 
298 yards to break WVA's career marks. 

* West Virginia’s season opener marks 
Nehlen’s 200th game with the Mountaineers. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.wvu.edu/~sports 
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Predicted Or of Finish | 3 Biggest Games 
> OCT. 4 IOWA AT OHIO STATE 


MICHIGAN > NOV. 8 MICHIGAN AT PENN 
OHIO STATE STATE 


JOOS > NOV. 22 OHIO STATE AT 
MICHIGAN STATE MICHIGAN 
WISCONSIN 
NORTHWESTERN 
MINNESOTA 
PURDUE 

INDIANA 

ILLINOIS 


@»QOUOONO MAWN 


ah oh 


BOB ROSATO 


All-Big Ten Team 
OFFENSE 


6-4/266 


6-1/192 


= 2 
5-11/182 Sr. 


Players To Watch 
Offensive Player of the Year: 
Tavian Banks, RB, lowa 


Defensive Player of the Year: 
Charles Woodson, CB, Michigan 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Ken-Yon Rambo, WR, Ohio State 
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BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


New coach Ron Turner spent years as offen- 
sive coordinator under Denny Green at Stanford, 
at a time when they rebuilt the program with 
earthmoving offensive linemen, a power running 
game, and a fast and physical defense. 

“(Illinois) reminds me a lot of that situation,” 
Turner said. “We've got to establish a bit of tough- 
ness. We're not a tough football team right now.” 
Yes, Turner will install a West Coast-style 
ball-control passing game, and he does plan to 
bring back the excitement to an offense that has 
languished. 

Turner, formerly the Chicago Bears’ offensive 
coordinator, takes over a program stocked with 
bodies but lean on talent. The Illini, who were in 
a bowl game as recently as 1994, cratered last year 
with a 2-9 record, last-place finish in the Big Ten 
and six consecutive losses to end the season. It 
therefore falls to Turner to restore the Illini to 
respectability. 


OFFENSE: Tuner has seven scholarship quar- 
terbacks. However, Mark Hoekstra, the only one 
with any game experience, threw five intercep- 
tions in his first quarter of extended action last 
season. Turner said Hoekstra, a junior, and red- 
shirt freshman Tim Lavery are the front-runners 
for the position. 

Whoever starts at quarterback can rely on 
senior running back Robert Holcombe to carry 
the offensive load. After rushing for more than 
1,000 yards each of the last two sea- 
sons, he stands on the cusp of 
breaking all the school rushing 
records he doesn’t already own. 
Holcombe has carried the ball more 
than 500 times over the past two 
seasons, and Turner said he looks to 
get the ball to Holcombe 30 to 40 
times a game. 

Holcombe’s rushing exploits are 
even more impressive considering 
Illinois’ patchwork offensive line. The line was 
ineffective last season, but a number of players 
gained experience. Seniors Brent Taylor and 
Chris Brown lead the front unit, and senior Matt 
Cushing is a quality tight end. 


dence, 


DEFENSE: After developing a reputation under 
ousted head coach Lou Tepper for stalwart 
defense, Illinois collapsed last season. Five oppo- 
nents scored more than 40 points, and USC hung 
a humiliating 55 smackers on the Illini in 
Champaign. 

Turner said he will install a multiple-front, 
aggressive, attacking defense. But his largest job 
may be rebuilding his players’ battered psyches. 

The Illini only had nine interceptions last 
season, but the players who accounted for all 
nine are back. Seniors Trevor Starghill (4 INTs) 
and James Williams (1 INT, 67 tackles) man the 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Restore the team's 
shattered confi- 


Develop an alter- 


nate offensive 
threat. 
Re-establish physi- 
cality of the 

defense. 


ROBERT HOLCOMBE-RB 


corners, and sophomore Asim Pleas (4 INTs) 
alternated with junior Mike Gusich at strong 
safety. 

After recording only 25 tackles last season, 
senior inside linebacker David James will try to 
recover the 78-tackle form of his sophomore sea- 
son. Junior inside linebacker Eric Guenther is the 
team’s leading retuming tackler with 89, and 
sophomore outside linebacker Danny Clark start- 
ed all but one game as a redshirt freshman. 

The defensive line has suffered heavy losses. 
Former high school All-America Eric Jefferson 
left the program without ever playing a down, 
and Cyron Brown, who never lived 
up to his potential, has been dis- 
missed from the team. Sophomore 
Rameel Connor started 10 games at 
defensive tackle, and junior Jeff 
Weisse had three sacks. Junior 
defensive lineman Garrett Johnson, 
hampered by an ankle injury last 
season, will try to bolster a unit that 
allowed opposing runners to average 
nearly five yards a carry. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Top kick returner Will 
Smith, who had a 25.2 average, is back, as is lead- 
ing punt returner Marquis Mosely. Neil Rackers 
and Bret Scheuplein shared kicking duties last 
season. Sophomore Jason Higgins averaged 39.1 
yards per punt but will be challenged by senior 
Ryan Tabloff for the job. 


RECRUITING: Illinois’ class was generally rated 
in the bottom half of the Big Ten. Beyond defen- 
sive back Robert Jackson—lIllinois’ top recruit— 
the strength of the class is a group of big offensive 
linemen. Among them is Luke Butkus, a 6-4, 
255-pounder whom Illinois fans are hoping will 
take after his uncle Dick. 


By Brendan Elealey 


ILLINOIS FACTS 


Coach: Ron Turner, 1st year; 7-4 overall 

196 Record: 2-9 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Memorial Stadium, Champaign, Ill., 
(69,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 17 (7 off., 8 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Jason Dulick, WR (No. 2 on Illinois 
career receiving list with 169 catches); Paul Marshall, 
NT (led team with five sacks); Dennis Stallings, LB (led 
Illini with 135 tackles); Scott Weaver, QB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Mark Hoekstra, Jr., 22-46-224 yards, 6 INTs 
Rushing: Robert Holcombe, Sr., 260 carries, 

4,281 yards, 12 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Marquis Mosely, Sr., 28, 1 TD 
Receiving (Yards): Mosely, 301 

Tackles: Eric Guenther, Jr., 89 

Sacks: Jeff Weisse, Jr. 3 

Interceptions: Asim Pleas, So., and Trevor Starghill, 
Sr, 4 

Punting: Jason Higgins, So., 39.1 avg. 

Kicking: Neil Rackers, So., 2-5 FGs, 18-18 PATs; Bret 
Scheuplein, Sr., 4-7 FGs, 4-4 PATs 

Scoring: Holcombe, 78 points 


Eyes =e)ta=§ | 1996 RESULTS 

Sy se Urls siS 8 | at Michigan; L, 20-8 

9/13 at Louisville USC; L, 55-3 

yp PS sliSeyre)S E98 | at Arizona; L, 41-0 

9/27 atlowa AKRON; W, 38-7 

10/4 PENN STATE INDIANA; W, 46-43 (OT) 

10/11 at Wisconsin OREGON; W, 27-24 (OT) 

10/25 PURDUE at Mich. State; L, 42-14 

11/1 at Indiana at N’Western; L, 27-24 

11/8 N'WESTERN IOWA; L, 31-21 

11/15 at Ohio State OHIO STATE; L, 48-0 

11/22 MICHIGAN ST. at Minnesota; L, 23-21 

WISCONSIN; L, 35-15 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: M. Hoekstra (Jr, 6-4, 220) T. Lavery (Fr., 6-1, 176) 
RB: R. Holc’be (Sr., 6-0, 215)" _W. Smith (Jr., 5-8, 198) 

3 E. Hickman (So., 6-1, 207) 
WR: M. Dean (So., 6-2, 168)__L. Willis (So., 5-9, 173) 
WR: R. Majoy (Jr., 6-0, 181) _G. M.-Ashford (Jr., 6-0, 187) 
TE: M. Cushing (Sr, 6-4, 251)" C. Adams (Jr, 6-5, 244) 


1 6A 41, 280) 
RG:B. Taylor (Sr, 6-3, 307)" A. McNutt (So., 6-3, 319) 


RT: M. Sullivan (Fr., 6-5, 352) J.P. Machado (Jr., 6-5, 304) 


DEFENSE 
DE: R. Murphy (Jr,, 6-3, 255) _J. Weisse (Jr., 6-3, 238)* 
DT: G. Johnson (Jr,, 6-3, 279)* S. Tesdall (So., 6-3, 243) 
|. McGee (So., 6-3, 251) _M. Fordham (Sr., 6-2, 277) 
DE: R. Connor (So., 6-3, 268)* J. Schwantz (Jr., 6-5, 259) 
LB: D. Clark (So., 6-2, 223)" __R. Franklin (Fr., 6-2, 238) 
LB: D. James (Sr, 6-0, 238)__E. Guenther (Jr., 6-2, 230)* 
LB: M. Young (Fr., 6-2, 223) __C. Hoffman (So., 6-2, 224) 
CB: J. Williams (Sr,, 6-0, 188)* T. Francis (So., 6-2, 201) 
CB:T. Starghill (Sr, 5-8, 180)* _C. McLaurin (So., 5-10, 169) 
SS: A. Pleas (So., 5-10, 185)" _S. Willis (Jr., 5-11, 207) 
FS:S. Willis (Jr, 5-11, 207) M. Gusich (Jr., 6-0, 185) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K:N. Rackers (So., 6-0, 194)* Bret Scheuplein (Sr, 6-2, 213) _ 
P: Ryan Tabloff (Sr., 6-2, 203) Jason Higgins (So., 6-2, 199)* 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

* Robert Holcombe is 35 yards short of tying 
the Illinois career rushing record of 2,887 
yards. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.athletics.uiuc.edu 
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INDIANA FACTS 


Coach: Cam Cameron, 1st year 

’96 Record: 3-8 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Memorial Stadium, Bloomington, Ind. 
(62,354; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 12 (5 off., 7 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Alex Smith, RB (1,248 yards on 292 
carries); Chris Dittoe, QB (83 for 159, 1,035 yards); 
Ajamu Stoner, WR (33 catches for 417 yards); Jamie 
Baisley, LB (105 tackles) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Jay Rodgers, So., 61-123-600 yards, 1 TD, 
10 INTs 

Rushing; Jason Spear, So., 59 carries, 226 yards, 
4TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Dorian Wilkerson, Sr., 41 
Receiving (Yards): Wilkerson, 490 

Tackles: Aaron Warnecke, Sr., 96 

Sacks: Adewale Ogunleye, So., 8.5 
Interceptions: Jabar Robinson, Jr. 3 

Punting: Alan Sutkowski, Sr., 43.3 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Rodgers, 24 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 at No. Carolina 
9/13 BALL STATE 
9/20 KENTUCKY 
9/27 at Wisconsin 
10/04 MICHIGAN 


1996 RESULTS 


at Toledo; W, 40-6 
MIAMI (OHIO); W, 21-14 
at Kentucky; L, 3-0 
N’WESTERN; L, 35-17 
at Illinois; L, 46-43 
IOWA; L, 31-10 

at Michigan; L, 27-20 
PENN STATE; L, 48-26 
at Mich. State; L, 38-15 
OHIO STATE; L, 27-17 
at Purdue; W, 33-16 


10/11 MICH. STATE 
10/18 at Ohio State 
10/25 atlowa 


11/1 ILLINOIS 
11/15 at Minnesota 
11/22 PURDUE 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Jay Rodgers (So., 6-1, 200)* _E. Haniford (Fr., 6-2, 205) _ 
RB: Jason Spear (So., 5-11, 213) _G. Johnson (Fr. 5-8, 197) 
FB: Chris Gall (Jr,, 6-2, 237) Dan Irish (Sr., 6-1, 243) 
WR: D. Wilkerson (Sr., 6-0, 193)" David Day (Sr., 5-11, 194) 
WR: Versie Gaddis (So., 5-10, 165)Jean Paul (Jr., 6-2, 180) 
TE: B. Klusmoyer (Sr., 6-5, 267)" _R. Maxwell (So., 6-3, 247) _ 


LT: K. Banks (Sr., 6-5, 324)" J. Johnson (So., 6-7, 297) _ 
LG: V. Allotey (Sr., 6-4, 316) P. Mandina (Fr., 6-4, 282) 
C: Chris Lee (Sr., 6-3, 293) J. Stealy (So., 6-0, 311) 
RG: Greg Jenkins (Jr, 6-7, 300) _J. Broyles (Fr., 6-4, 311) 


RT: C. Liwienski (Sr. 6-6, 304)* _C, Robeen (So., 6-5, 311) 


DEFENSE 
DE: A. Ogunleye (So., 6-4, 260)" _ Jason Czap (So., 6-3, 250) _ 
DT: Benyard Jones (Sr., 6-2, 266)*_A. Haywood (Sr., 6-2, 335) _ 
DT: Damian Gregory (So., 6-3, 303) Chad Miller (So., 6-3, 268) _ 
DE: Aaron Williams (Jr., 6-5, 259) Curt Goode (Jr., 6-7, 262) 
LB: Jabar Robinson (Jr., 6-2, 236)* Mike Belu (Sr., 6-2, 211) 


LB: Kevin Glaser (Sr., 6-1, 241) _Al Phillips (So., 6-0, 244) 
LB: James Lamar (So., 6-0, 225) Vince Lidy (So., 6-0, 240) 
CB: Joey Eloms (Sr., 5-11, 181)" __C.E! Randle (So., 5-10, 178) 
CB: Joe King (Sr., 6-0, 181)” P. Shaw (So., 5-10, 187) 


SS: K. Supernaw (Sr,, 6-1, 209)_ 


M. McGrath (So., 6-0, 203)_ 
FS: A. Wamecke (Sr., 6-1, 206)" 


B. Coleman (Jr,, 6-0, 192) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Andy Payne (Fr., 5-10, 190) __M. Irving (Jr, 6-4, 222) 
P: Alan Sutkowski (Sr, 6-1, 188)" M. Irving (Jr., 6-4, 222) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
* How young are the Hoosiers? More than half 
of them are either freshmen or sophomores. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.athletics.indiana.edu/index 
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Indiana 


DORIAN WILKERSON-WR 


Bill Mallory and his somewhat-predictable 
offensive scheme were sent packing last year, 
the victim of consecutive losing seasons and 
rapidly declining attendance at Memorial 
Stadium. 

All-America running back Alex Smith, the 
workhorse in Indiana's run-dominated offense for 
the past three seasons, opted to test the NFL draft 
waters a year early. 

Enter Cam Cameron. 

“As we went through the process, there were 
various profiles that we looked at,” said Clarence 
Doninger, IU Athletic Director. “One of the pro- 
files that intrigued us was a coach that had 
Indiana ties, a coach that has been 
involved in the college ranks, and a 
coach that has been involved in the 
pro ranks. | believe we have found 
that person.” 

Cameron, 35, is known for his 
offensive genius, particularly the 
development of NFL quarterbacks 
Jim Harbaugh, Gus Frerotte, Elvis 
Grbac and Todd Collins. 

Now his prodigy is Jay 
Rodgers, a promising but inconsis- 
tent sophomore from Austin. Cameron has_ his 
work cut out for him at Indiana, which has won 
only five games the past two seasons. 

“Tt’s great to come back to people you know, 
great people,” Cameron said. “We have an oppor- 
tunity to do some great things here.” 


quickly. 


OFFENSE: Sophomore Jason Spear (5-foot-11, 
213 pounds) should help Hoosier fans forget 
Smith. Spear, who started strong last year but 
faded, is the top returning rusher (59 carries for 
226 yards). “After Jason, | have no idea who will 
emerge,” Cameron said. 

Look for freshman sensation Levron 
Williams, a Parade All-America who rushed for 
2,009 yards at Evansville (Ind.) Bosse last season, 
to earn playing time. Whoever the starter is, he'll 
benefit from a veteran offensive line that is 
anchored by senior tackle Chris Liwienski (6-6, 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* Learn Cameron’s 
complex offense 


* Rodgers must con- 


tinue to improve. 

* Hoosiers must find 
a way to overcome 
lack of speed and 
experience, 


304). Senior guard Khalfani Banks (6-5, 324) 
started eight games last season. Victor Allotey (6- 
4, 316), a senior who started six games on the 
defensive front last season, moves to guard. Chris 
Lee (6-3, 293), a three-year letterman, will start 
at center. 

Rodgers gets the nod at quarterback heading 
into fall practice, ahead of Indiana high school 
legend Earl Haniford. A promising sophomore 
who platooned with inconsistent Chris Dittoe 
last season, Rodgers threw for 600 yards but also 
threw 10 interceptions. Senior Dorian 
Wilkerson (6-0, 193) led the team with 490 
receiving yards last year. Sophomore Versie 
Gaddis (5-10, 165) averaged 20.9 yards a catch 
last season. Senior Ben Klusmeyer (6-5, 267), 
sophomore Randy Maxwell (6-3, 247), and 
junior Brian Bobay (6-1, 265)—a converted 
defensive lineman—give the Hoosiers some 
depth at tight end. 


DEFENSE: Seven starters return from a group 
that gave up 355 yards a game last season. With 
three returning starters, the secondary should 
pave the way toward improvement. Senior cor- 
nerback Joe King started 11 games last year. 
Senior corner Joey Eloms has recovered from a 
broken leg that forced him to miss the final seven 
games last season. Senior safety Aaron Warnecke 
led the team in tackles with 96, Senior Kywin 
Supernaw is a hard-hitting safety who checks in 
at 6-1, 209 pounds. 

“We've got some good speed 
back there,” Cameron said. 

The linebacking corps is paced by 
junior Jabar Robinson (6-2, 236) and 
sophomore James Lamar (6-0, 225). 
Eleven lettermen return on the line. 
Sophomore end Adewale Ogunleye 
(6-4, 260) led the team with 8.5 sacks 
last season, Senior Benyard Jones (6- 
2, 266) had 34 tackles, and sopho- 
more Damian Gregory (6-3, 303) 
added 32. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Senior Alan Sutkowski was 
a second-team All-Big Ten selection last year 
who punted 65 times for a 43.3 average. Redshirt 
freshman Andy Payne takes over for Bill 
Manolopoulos, one of the finest kickers in school 
history. 


RECRUITING: Cameron and his staff got off to 
a late start but recovered nicely when they 
hooked Williams, who rushed for 4,269 career 
yards and 41 TDs at Bosse. In all, eight players 
have opportunities to play as true freshmen. 

“If they do step in and play, it won't be 
because there wasn’t anybody there to challenge 
them,” Cameron said. “They'll have to ear it, 
which they're more than capable of doing.” 


By Jeff Riley 


1HOdSTIY BLIHM NEM 


ALLEN KEY /BRSP 


g4 lowa 


After leading the Hawkeyes to records of 8- 
4 in 1995 and 9-3 last season, lowa coach 
Hayden Fry, who turns 69 in February, appears 
ready to make a run at the Rose Bowl in 1997. 
The Hawkeyes return 14 starters—seven on 
offense and seven on defense—from a team 
that crushed Texas Tech, 27-0, in the Alamo 
Bowl. 

Returning is senior receiver/retum specialist 
Tim Dwight, a 5-foot-9, 190-pounder who does 
for Iowa what Rocket Ismail and Desmond 
Howard did for Notre Dame and Michigan, 
respectively. And junior defensive tackle Jared 
DeVries was the MVP at the Alamo Bowl and 
the Sun Bowl in 1995. Senior tailback Tavian 
Banks moves into the starting lineup after accu- 
mulating more than 1,000 yards as Sedrick 
Shaw's back-up the past three years. Shaw ended 
his career as Iowa's all-time leading rusher with 
4,156 yards. 


OFFENSE: Senior quarterback Matt Sherman 
was blamed for the few problems that occurred 
last season, but he still made second-team All- 
Big Ten. He has a 19-7 record as Iowa's starting 
quarterback. 

owa had two experienced quarterbacks last 
season in Sherman and departed senior Ryan 
Driscoll. That will not be the case in 1997. 
Sophomore Randy Reiners, junior walk-on 
Kory Hauser and redshirt freshman Scott 
Mullen will compete for the No. 
2 spot. None of them 
thrown a pass in college. 
Dwight is the key to the 
offense because of his blazing speed 
and versatility. He set an Iowa sin- 
gle-season record with 440 punt- 
return yards in 1996. Dwight 
ranked second nationally with an 
18.3 average on 24 punt returns. 
He also led Iowa in receiving with 
751 yards on 51 catches. 

The Hawkeyes must replace All-Big Ten left 
tackle Ross Verba and center Bill Reardon, both 
of whom used up their eligibility. Chris Knipper 
made the move to left tackle in spring practice; 
he started 10 games at tight end last season. 
Verba made a similar move early in his career. 
“Any time you lose quality players like Verba 
and Reardon, you can’t get too optimistic until 
you're confident you've replaced them,” Fry said. 
The situation looks promising at running 
back despite Shaw’s absence. Banks is more elu- 
sive than Shaw and just as fast. The question is 
whether Banks can stay healthy for the entire 
season; he missed six games with a broken arm as 
a sophomore. Banks showed flashes of brilliance 
last season, including a career-high 182 rushing 
yards against Iowa State. He also rushed for 116 
yards and scored two touchdowns in a 21-20 vic- 


have 


healthy. 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* Keep Sherman, 
Dwight and Banks i 


¢ Find a replacement 


TIM DWIGHT-WR 


tory over Penn State when Shaw was injured. 


DEFENSE: Seven starters return, led by 
DeVries—one of the quickest defensive line- 
men in the country. The 6-4, 265 junior was a 
first-team All-Big Ten selection last season. 

Juniors Matt Hughes and Vernon Rollins 
have a chance to be one of the best linebacker 
combinations in school history. They ranked 
first and second on the team last season with 
136 and 126 tackles, respectively. 

The biggest challenge for defensive coordi- 
nator Bob Elliott will be replacing end Bill 
Ennis-Inge, cornerback Tom Knight 
and safety Damien Robinson. 

Notre Dame transfer Jeff Kramer 
is among those competing for a 
starting position at defensive end. 


for All-Big Ten 
punter Nick Gallery. 
¢ Earn at least a split 
in back-to-back 
road games against 
Ohio St. and Mich. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The good 
news is that sure-footed kicker 
Zach Bromert has two more years 
of eligibility. The bad news is that 
All-Big Ten punter Nick Gallery 
and long-range field goal specialist Brion Hurley 
have departed. 

Bromert made 71-of-73 PATS and 15-of-18 
field goals as a freshman and sophomore. 
However, his longest field goal was just 39 
yards. Bromert needs to improve his range. 

Incoming freshman Jason Baker could make 
an impact as a punter or kicker. 


RECRUITING: Highly acclaimed tailback 
Ladell Betts of Blue Springs, Missouri, is the 
prize of the class. Betts, a 5-11, 200-pounder, is 
one of three tailbacks who signed with the 
Hawkeyes. Receiver Kahlil Hill of lowa City is 
the son of former NFL receiver J.D. Hill. Hill 
has been ranked the seventh best high school 
receiver in the country. 


By Pat Harty, The lowa City Press-Citizen 


IOWA FACTS 


Coach: Hayden Fry, 19th year, 133-76-6; 222-165-10 
overall 

'96 Record: 9-3 (6-2 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 18 AP, USA Today/CNN 

Home Stadium: Kinnick Stadium, lowa City, lowa, 
(70,397; grass) 

Returning Starters: 15 (7 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Sedrick Shaw, RB (lowa’s all-time 
leading rusher); Ross Verba, OL (1st-team All-Big Ten); 
Damien Robinson, DB (1st-team All-Big Ten); Tom 
Knight, DB, (2nd-team All-Big Ten); Bill Reardon, C; Bill 
Ennis-Inge, DE (Hon. mention All-Big Ten); Demo 
Odems, WR: 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Matt Sherman, Sr., 154-264-1,918 yards, 12 
TDs, 10 INTs 

Rushing: Tavian Banks, Sr., 144 caries, 629 yards, 9 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Tim Dwight, Sr., 51,4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Dwight, 751 

Tackles: Matt Hughes, Jr, 136 

Sacks: Jared DeVries, Jr., 13 

Interceptions: Plez Atkins, Sr., 2 

Punting: none 

Kicking: Zach Bromert, 8-10 FGs (long 39), 36-37 PATs 


Scoring: Bromert, 60 points 
eT ATH a] | 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 NO.IOWA ARIZONA; W, 21-20 
9/13 TULSA IOWA STATE; W, 38-13 
SENERSECN | at Tulsa; L, 27-20 Q 
9/27 ILLINOIS MICHIGAN STATE; W, 37-30 B~ 
BUC Gereenekseicm | at Indiana; W, 31-10 0 
10/18 at Michigan at Penn State; W, 21-20 = 
10/25 INDIANA OHIO STATE; L, 38-26 m 
11/1 PURDUE at Illinois; W, 31-21 
11/8 atWisconsin NORTHWESTERN; L, 40-13 r4 
11/15 atN’western WISCONSIN; W, 31-0 
11/22 MINNESOTA at Minnesota; W, 43-24 
Texas Tech; W, 27-0* 
*Alamo Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Matt Sherman (Sr., 6-3, 210)*_R. Reiners (So., 6-3, 200) 
RB; Tavian Banks (Sr., 5-11, 195) Rob Thein (So., 6-0, 220) 
FB: Michael Burger (Jr, 6-3, 235)" Trevor Bollers (Jr, 6-1, 240) 


WR: Tim Dwight (Sr., 5-9, 185)" _R. Willock (Sr., 6-2, 195) 
WR: Damon Gibson (Sr., 5-9, 180) Richard Carter (Sr., 6-0, 185) 


TE: Chris Knipper (Jr., 6-5, 260)" Jed Dull (So., 6-3, 230) 
UT: Chad Deal (So., 6-5, 285) Billy Brann (Fr., 6-4, 280) 

LG: Matt Reischl (Jr., 6-5, 295)" Shalor Pryor (So., 6-4, 280) 
C: Derek Rose (Jr, 6-4, 275)" Jay Bickford (So., 6-4, 265) _ 
RG: Mike Goff (Sr., 6-6, 300)____Justin Craun (Fr., 6-6, 285) 


RT: J. McKinney (Sr, 6-6, 295)" Keith Rigtrup (Sr, 6-5, 300) 
DEFENSE 

LE: Jason House (Sr., 6-3, 230) _T. Peterson (So., 6-3, 224) _ 

NG: Aron Klein (Jr., 6-4, 285)"___ Ed Saidat (So., 6-7, 255) 

LT: Jared DeVries (Jr., 6-4, 265)"__ Corey Brown (So., 6-2, 275) _ 

RT: Jon LaFleur (Sr., 6-3, 275)" _ Epenesa Epenesa (6-3, 260) 

RE: Ryan Loftin (So., 6-4, 235)_ Evan Wardell (So., 6-4, 230) _ 


LB: Matt Hughes (Jr., 6-3, 240)" _ Raj Clark (So., 6-2, 240) 
LB: Vernon Rollins (Jr., 6-3, 240)" B. Phearse (So., 


CB: Ed Gibson (Sr, 5-10, 180) __Joe Slattery (So., 6-0, 180) 

CB: Plez Atkins (Sr., 6-0, 180)" _ Tarig Holman (So., 6-0, 180)_ 

SS: Kerry Cooks (Sr,, 6-0, 200)" _J.P. Lange (Sr., 6-1, 180) 

FS: Eric Thigpen (Jr., 6-1, 195) Matt Bowen (So., 6-3, 190) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: Zach Bromert (Jr., 5-10, 175)* Kurt Hintz (So., 6-3, 210) 

P: Jason Baker (Fr., 6-1, 182) Austin Wheatley (So., 6-5, 240) 

* Denotes returning starter 

MILESTONES 


* Senior quarterback Matt Sherman needs 
1,735 passing yards to move into second 
place on lowa’s all-time passing list. 

* Senior wingback Tim Dwight needs 650 
yards to become lowa’s all-time leading 
receiver. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.hawkeyesports.com 
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MICHIGAN FACTS 


Coach: Lloyd Carr, 3rd year, 17-8 

°96 Record: 8-4 (5-3 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 20 AP, USA Today/CNN 

Home Stadium: Michigan Stadium, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
(102,501; grass) 

Returning Starters: 16 (8 off., 8 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Jarrett Irons, LB (ist-team All- 
America); William Carr, DL (2nd-team All-America); 
Rod Payne, OL (1st-team All-Big Ten); Damon Denson, 
OL (2nd-team All-Big Ten); Remy Hamilton, K (Hon. 
mention All-Big Ten) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Scott Dreisbach, Jr, 149-269-2,025 yards, 
12 TDs, 9 INTs 

Rushing: Clarence Williams, Jr, 202 carries, 837 
yards, 2 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Tai Streets, Jr, 44, 2 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Streets, 730 

Tackles: Sam Sword, So., 99 

Sacks: David Bowens, Jr, 11 

Interceptions: Charles Woodson, Jr., 5 

Punting: Brian Griese, Sr., 33.0 avg. 


Scoring: Chris Howard, Sr., 60 points 


1997 SCHEDULE BRETT NEY 
9/13 COLORADO ILLINOIS; W, 20-8 
9/20 BAYLOR at Colorado; W, 20-13 
LPM (eh = | BOSTON COLLEGE; W, 20-14 
10/4 atIndiana UCLA; W, 38-9 
10/11 N'WESTERN at Northwestern; L, 17-16 
10/18 IOWA INDIANA; W, 27-20 
PSR aiileriesa | at Minnesota; W, 44-10 
11/1 MINNESOTA MICHIGAN STATE; W, 45-29 
11/8 at Wisconsin at Purdue; L, 9-3 
11/15 at Penn State PENN STATE; L, 29-17 
phe) ek Vicia | at Ohio State; W, 13-9 
vs. Alabama; L,17-14* 
*Outback Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Bian Griese (Sr, 6-3, 207) _S. Dreisbach (Jr., 6-4, 208)* 
RB: C. Williams (Jr., 5-9, 196)" __C. Howard (Sr, 5-11, 214) 
FB: Chris Floyd (Sr, 6-1, 227)" John Anes (So., 6-2, 224) 
WR: Tai Streets (Jr., 6-2, 185)" _T. Butterfield (Jr, 5-8, 172) 
WR: Russell Shaw (Sr., 6-0, 178)" Aaron Wright (Fr., 6-0, 172) _ 
TE: Jerame Tuman (Jr., 6-5, 233)*M. Campbell (Jr., 6-6, 

LT: Jeff Backus (Fr., 6-6, 273) __Jeff Potts (So., 6-7, 

LG: S. Hutchinson (Fr,, 6-5, 293) Paul Tannous (Fr., 6-5, 270) 
C: Steve Frazier (So., 6-4, 280) David Brandt (Fr., 6-4, 276) 


RG: Zach Adami (Sr., 6-5, 282)*__C. Ziemann (So., 6-7, 
RT: Jon Jansen (Jr., 6-7, 290)* Noah Parker (Jr., 6-4, 283) 
DEFENSE 

DE: Glen Steele (Sr., 6-5, 281)" _J. Feazelll (Jr., 6-4, 268) _ 

DT: Rob Renes (So., 6-1, 279) Eric Wilson (Fr,, 6-4, 266) _ 

DT: Ben Huff (Sr., 6-4, 273)" J. Williams (So., 6-3, 

DE: David Bowens (Jr., 6-3, 236)" James Hall 

LB: Sam Sword (Jr, 6-2, 239)" Grady Brooks (Fr., 6-2, 256) 

LB: Rob Swett (Sr, 6-3, 232)" Dhani Jones (So., 6-2, 207) 

LB: C. Copenhaver (Jr., 6-4, 237)" C. Singletary (Jr., 6-2, 220) _ 

ee & Moodson (Jr, 6-1, 197)*__B. Wash’gton 184) 
H thers (Jr., 6-0, 183) __L. Brown (Fr., 5-10, 170) 

SS: Marcus Ray (Jr, 6-0, 205)" T. Hendricks (So., 6-2, 200) 

FS: Daydrion Taylor (Jr., 6-0, 192) D. Johnson (So., 6-3, 185) 

SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Jay Feely (Jr., 5-10, 190) __Kraig Baker (Jr, 6-1, 183) 


P: Cory Sargent (Fr., 6-3, 185) Jason Vinson (Jr., 6-2, 194) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

¢ With seven home games this season, 
Michigan should set the NCAA season atten- 
dance record, breaking its own 1993 mark of 
739,560. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www/umich.edu/~mgoblue 
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Michigan 


CHARLES WOODSON-DB 


Three things about Michigan’s upcoming 
season seem assured: The Wolverines’ 
strength will be their defense, they have one 
of the nation’s toughest schedules, and junior 
Charles Woodson will continue to play both 
ways. 

Michigan plays seven home games, facing 
Colorado and Notre Dame within the first 
three weeks. Add to that back-to-back road 
games at Penn State and Wisconsin, followed 
by the annual season-ending clash with Ohio 
State. 

Michigan's defense, which held teams to 
114.6 rushing yards per game last season, 
should be stingy, considering 
only three starters are gone. 
Opponents scored an average of 
15 points a game. 

“T think we'll have a very good 
defense,” coach Lloyd Carr said. 
“This is going to be a very fast 
team offensively and defensively.” 

Adding much of that quick- 
ness is Woodson, a starting corner- 
back used on offense for the first 
time last season, making him one 
of the premiere two-way players in the nation. 


side. 


turnovers. 


OFFENSE: Fifth-year senior Brian Griese 
wasn’t sure he'd return for his final year of eli- 
gibility. That was before he guided Michigan 
to the dramatic 13-9 upset of Ohio State and 
earned the Outback Bowl start. Griese, who 
started nine games in 1995, is expected to be 
the No. 1 guy this season. 

Junior Scott Dreisbach, who has made 15 
starts, and redshirt freshman Jason Kapsner 
will compete for the backup job. Sophomore 
Tom Brady also is in the mix. 

The biggest question mark is the offensive 
line, which lost three starters, including All- 
Big Ten center Rod Payne. Steve Frazier 
should take over there, but the left guard and 
tackle positions will be decided in the fall. 
Redshirt freshmen Paul Tannous (guard) and 
Jeff Backus (tackle) are primary contenders for 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
© Shore up offensive 

line that has lost 

three starters on left 


¢ Find a reliable 
punter and kicker. 
¢ Cut down on 


those jobs. 

Michigan will show more of a two-back 
offense, so expect to see fullbacks Chris Floyd 
and John Anes joining tailbacks Chris 
Howard and Clarence Williams in the back- 
field. Tai Streets and Russell Shaw are the top 
returning receivers. 


DEFENSE: Michigan returns eight starters 
from a team that held opponents to an average 
of 296 yards of total offense per game. The 
biggest losses are nose tackle William Carr and 
inside linebacker Jarrett Irons, the second- 
leading tackler with 106. Rob Renes should 
replace Carr, and Sam Sword—who led the 
team with 108 tackles—and Rob Swett will 
start as the inside linebackers. Redshirt fresh- 
man Grady Brooks also will figure in at the 
position. Copenhaver starts outside. 

The defensive line is relatively intact. Ben 
Huff is a returning starter at tackle, while 
Glen Steele and David Bowens are returning 
at end. Bowens, however, missed spring prac- 
tice and will be challenged by James Hall. 

Michigan's secondary, which lost only one 
starter, has tremendous speed and talent. 
Woodson returns at one corner, while 
Daydrion Taylor and Marcus Ray, the team’s 
third-leading tackler with 104, return at the 
safeties. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kicker Remy Hamilton 
and punter Paul Peristeris are 
gone, which leaves Michigan 
with two of its biggest holes. To 
replace Hamilton—who had a 
school-record 63 field goals— 
Michigan will go with either Jay 
Feely or Kraig Baker. Both are 
strong kickers, though neither has 
faced game pressure. Feely missed 
the spring game with a calf injury, 
and Baker gave his team a lift 
with a 46-yard field goal. 

Redshirt freshman Cory Sargent and walk- 
on Jason Vinson are battling for the punting 
job. Sargent, who is left-footed, should have 
the edge. He averaged 41.8 yards in high 
school. 


RECRUITING: The Wolverines signed 19 
and were considered by most recruiting ser- 
vices to have a top-10 class nationally and the 
second-best in the Big Ten. Anthony Thomas 
and James Whitley could make immediate 
impacts. 

Thomas, a 6-2, 225-pound running back, 
compiled 1,800 yards and 22 TDs last season, 
and he runs the 40 in 4.55. Whitley, who had 
65 tackles, five interceptions and two sacks 
last season, has already been called another 
Woodson. 


By Angelique S. Chengelis, The Detroit News 
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= Michigan State 


Sedrick Irvin came to Michigan State to 
run, and apparently he will have the opportu- 
nity to do plenty of that this fall. 

Hampered by a lack of quarterbacks dur- 
ing spring practice—Todd Schultz, Bill Burke 
and Gus Ornstein were recovering from 
injuries—improvement of the Spartans’ 
receiving game was slightly — stunted. 
Receivers learned their routes and the system, 
but they did not get much work implement- 
ing plays. So, MSU ran and ran and ran. 

“Understand that [I want a balanced 
offense, but we might be in a situation in 
which we have to work with what we have,” 
coach Nick Saban said. 


OFFENSE: The Spartans should have an 
unbelievable one-two backfield punch in 
Irvin and Leroy McFadden, both sophomores. 
Irvin rushed for an MSU freshman-record 
1,067 yards, and 18 touchdowns. McFadden 
was a partial qualifier and didn’t play last sea- 
son, but he was impressive during spring 
drills. The 6-foot-2, 235-pound McFadden 
runs the 40 in 4.4, making him the fastest 
back on the team. He will split time with 
Irvin and will also play fullback along with 
Garett Gould. 

MSU will have a solid offensive line 
blocking for Irvin and McFadden. Flozell 
Adams, a 6-7, 330-pound senior, 
has been moved from right to 
left tackle. Scott Shaw returns at 
left guard and Dave Mudge at 
right tackle. 

Schultz, the returning starter, 
had knee surgery in January but 
recovered faster than projected. 
Still, he did not participate in 
contact situations during the 
spring. He was fourth in the Big 
Ten in total offense (180.1 
yards), and he completed 62 percent of his 
passes. Receiver Gari Scott should be 
Schultz’s go-to man. Octavis Long was fourth 
in receptions last season with 21 for 491 
yards. 


DEFENSE: Four-year starter Ike Reese 
returns at outside linebacker after leading the 
Spartans in tackles with 115. Courtney 
Ledyard moves back to the outside after start- 
ing 12 games last season at right defensive 
end. Mike Austin started nine games at out- 
side linebacker, but he will be moved to the 
middle. 

Dimitrius Underwood, a 6-7, 252-pound 
starter at defensive end, tied for second in 
tackles for loss (7.5 for 50 yards) and was sec- 
ond in sacks with five. Robaire Smith will 
start at right defensive end. The starting tack- 
les coming out of spring practice are Desmond 
Thomas and Pete Govens. 


© The secondary must 
become more 
aggressive. 

* Special teams 


needs to improve. 

¢ Find big-play 
receivers to replace 
Derrick Mason and 
Nigea Carter. 


SEDRICK IRVIN-RB 


All four starters return to the secondary, 
but Lemar Marshall, who started six games at 
strong safety, will be used as the nickel back. 
Sophomore Aric Morris won the starting 
strong safety job during the spring. Ray Hill 
and Amp Campbell will start at the corners, 
and at free safety will be three-year starter 
Sorie Kanu. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Senior kicker Chris 
Gardner and sophomore punter Paul Edinger 
return; they should be among the Spartans’ 
strengths this season. Gardner 
made 17 of 22 FGs (which 
equaled the second-best single- 
season total in school history), 
and apparently he has returned 
with more leg strength. 

Edinger was impressive in his 
first full season of punting. He 
ranked fifth in the Big Ten with a 
41.8-yard average, and had nine 
punts of 50 yards or more. 
Edinger certainly was a weapon 
in terms of giving the opposition poor field 
position. He had 14 punts downed inside 
opponents’ 20-yard line. 

The Spartans’ biggest concern is replacing 
All-America returner Derrick Mason. Irvin 
could be used, as well as Scott and Campbell. 


RECRUITING: Michigan State fans will 
have to wait a year to see the Spartans’ most 
high-profile signee, 6-6, 265 defensive line- 
man Hubert Thompson. Thompson, who 
runs a 4.7 in the 40 and was the nation’s top 
prep lineman, is academically ineligible. 
Willie Comerford, a 6-4, 275-pound defen- 
sive lineman MSU won in a heated battle 
with Florida, could see playing time early. 
Other freshmen who could make an early 
impact are tight ends Ivory McCoy and Chris 
Baker, and linebacker T.J. Turner. 


By Angelique S. Chengelis, The Detroit News 


MICHIGAN STATE FACTS 


Coach: Nick Saban, 3rd year, 12-11-1; 21-13-1 overall 
'96 Record: 6-6 (5-3 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Spartan Stadium, East Lansing, 
Mich. (72,027; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 16 (6 off., 8 def., 2 sp, teams) 
Key Players Lost: Derrick Mason, WR (2nd-team All- 
Big Ten); Matt Beard, C (Hon. mention All-Big Ten); 
Reggie Garnett, LB (Hon. mention All-Big Ten); Nigea 
Carter, WR; Duane Goulbourne, RB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Todd Schultz, Sr, 130-209-1,693 yards, 7 
TDs, 10 INTs 

Rushing: Sedrick Irvin, So., 237 carries, 1,067 yards, 
16 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Irvin, 40, 2 TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Octavis Long, Sr., 491 

Tackles: Ike Reese, Sr., 115 

Sacks: Courtney Ledyard, Jr, 13 

Interceptions: Sorie Kanu, Jr, 3 

Punting: Paul Edinger, So., 41.8 avg 

Kicking: Chris Gardner, Sr., 17-22 FGs (long 49); 

35-39 PATs 


Scoring; Irvin, 108 points 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 W.MICHIGAN PURDUE; W, 52-14 
9/13 MEMPHIS at Nebraska; L, 55-14 
9/20 atNotre Dame LOUISVILLE; L, 30-20 
10/4 MINNESOTA EAST. MICHIGAN; W, 47-0 
10/11 at Indiana at lowa; L, 37-30 
10/18 at N’western ILLINOIS; W, 42-14 
10/25 MICHIGAN at Minnesota; W, 27-9 
11/1 OHIO STATE WISCONSIN; W, 30-13 
11/8 at Purdue at Michigan; L, 45-29 
11/22 at lllinois INDIANA; W, 38-15 
11/29 PENN STATE at Penn State; L, 32-29 
vs, Stanford; L, 38-0* 
* Sun Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Todd Schultz (Sr, 6-4, 212)* Bill Burke (So., 6-5, 210) 
RB: Sedrick Irvin (So., 6-0, 217)_L. McFadden (So., 6-3, 235) 
FB: Garrett Gould (Jr., 6-2, 238)" Travis Reece (Sr., 6-3, 245) 
WR: Gari Scott (So., 6-1, 185) _ Damien Hirau (Sr., 6-5, 210) 


WR: O. Long (Sr., 5-10, 178) L Richardson (So., 6-2, 180) 
TE: Josh Keur (Sr., 6-5, 270)* Kyle Rance (So., 6-6, 240) 


LT: Flozell Adams (Sr., 6-7, 330)". Dave Sucura (Fr., 6-5, 283) _ 
LG: Scott Shaw (Sr, 6-4, 297)" _ Mike Schutz (So., 6-6, 310) _ 
C: Jason Strayhom (Jr., 6-2, 288) Brian Grant (Fr., 6-2, 258) 

RG: Casey Jensen (So., 6-7, 285) Shaun Mason (Fr., 6-5, 285) _ 
RT: Dave Mudge (Sr., 6-7, 295)" Shane Adkins (So., 6-6, 280) 


DEFENSE 
DE: D. Underwood (Jr., 6-7, 252)* R. Miller (So., 6-1, 245) 
DT: D. Thomas (Jr, 6-2, 285) __ Brandon Call (So., 6-0, 250) 
DT: Pete Govens (So., 6-4, 285) Damon Patton (Fr., 6-0, 243) 
DE: Robaire Smith (So., 6-5, 250) Matt Bonito (Fr., 6-7, 265) 


. Ledyard (Jr., 6-3, 245)" __ Mike Austin So., 6-3, 234)* 
Garland (Sr., 5-11, 225) __D. Hawkins (Jr., 6-3, 230) 
LB: Ike Reese (Sr, 6-3, 222)" __ Sean Banks (So., 6-2, 215) 


CB: Amp Campbell (Jr, 6-0, 185)" Richard Brown (So., 6-0, 197). 


CB: Ray Hill (Sr., 6-0, 185)" Lemar Marshall (Jr, 6-2, 205)* 

SS: Aric Morris (So., 5-11, 205) Dan Hackenbracht (Sx, 6-2, 190)_ 

FS: Sorie Kanu (Jr, 5-11, 195)" Shawn Wright (So. 6-2, 215) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: Chris Garciner (Sr., 5-9, 195)" _P. Edinger (So., 5-10, 183) 
P: Paul Edinger (So., 5-10, 183)" C. Gardner (Sr., 5-9, 195) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

* Senior kicker Chris Gardner has 43 career 
field goals and needs to make 15 this season 
to break John Langeloh’s school-record of 57. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.msu.edu/athletics 
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MINNESOTA FACTS 


Coach: Glen Mason, 1st season, 59-64-1 overall 

’96 Record: 4-7 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome, 
Minneapolis, Minn., (63,699; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 16 (8 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Chris Bergstrom, OL (Hon. mention 
All-Big Ten); Rodney Heath, DB (Hon. mention All-Big 
Ten); Jerome Davis, DL; Rishon Early, DB; Gann 
Brooks, OL; Paul Kratochvil, TE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Cory Sauter, Sr. 200-352-2,578 yards, 14 
TDs, 11 INTs 

Rushing: Thomas Hamner, So., 195 carries, 883 yards, 
3 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Tutu Atwell, Sr., 62,6 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Ryan Thelwell, Sr., 1,051 

Tackles: Parc Williams, Jr., 98 

Sacks: Jon Michals, So., 2 

Interceptions: Rufus Smith, Jr, 2 

Punting: Steve Kemph, So., 38.2 avg. 

Kicking: Adam Bailey, Jr., 14-20 FGs, 16-20 PATs 
Scoring: Bailey, 58 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/30. HAWAII NE LOUISIANA; W, 30-3 
9/13. |OWA STATE BALL STATE; W, 26-23 
9/20 atUCLA SYRACUSE; W, 35-33 
9/27 SAN JOSE ST. at Purdue; L, 30-27 

10/4 at Michigan St. at Northwestern; L, 26-24 
10/141. PURDUE MICHIGAN STATE; L, 27-9 
10/18 atPenn State MICHIGAN; L, 44-10 
10/25 WISCONSIN at Ohio State; L, 45-0 

11/1 at Michigan at Wisconsin; L, 45-28 
11/8 OHIO STATE ILLINOIS; W, 23-21 

11/15 INDIANA IOWA; L, 43-24 

11/22 atlowa 

TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 

QB: C. Sauter (Sr., 6-5, 220)*_ QB: S. Wynn III (So., 6-4, 220) 


RB: T. Hamner (So., 6-0, 177)" _ RB: B. Evans (So., 5-9, 210) 

WR: R. Thelwell (Sr., 6-2, 188) WR: Lee Hutton (Jr, 5-0, 162) 
WR: Tutu Atwell (Sr, 5-9, 170)" WR: D. Harvey (Sr., 5-10, 190) 
WR: G. Nelson (Sr., 6-1, 205)" WR: L. L'vrson (So., 6-0, 173) 
TE: Troy Duerr (Jr, 6-4, 265) TE: R. Hubbard (Sr., 6-3, 224) 


Lt: L. Herkenhoff (Sr., 6-5, 285) LT: Jeff Baldauf (Sr., 6-7, 297). 

LG: Pat Hau (So., 6-6, 298) LG: Erik Larson (Fr., 6-6, 

C: Luke Glime (Sr., 6-4, 271) _C: J. Zander (So., 6-5, 276) 

RG: G. James (Sr., 6-4, 286)" RG: Jim Gail (Jr, 6-6, 285) 

RT: Tim Socha (Jr,, 6-6, 299)" _ RT: J. Albrecht (Ur., 6-5, 313) 
DEFENSE 


DE: Mark Cross (Sr., 6-3, 257)_DE: L. Williams (Sr., 6-4, 262) 
DT: A. Richard (Jr., 6-3, 280) _ DT: J. R'wlings (So., 6-5, 290) 
DT: R. Baylor (Sr, 6-1, 276)" __ DT: D. Watson (Jr,, 6-4, 241) 
DE: Jon Michals (So., 6-4, 251)_DE: M. Cernoch (Fr., 6-6, 252) 
LB: Donny Dalton (Sr, 6-1, 231)*LB: Tim Grate (Jr., 5-11, 206) _ 
LB: Pare Williams (Jr., 6-3, 231)*LB: L. Braaten (So., 6-4, 230) 
LB: Rufus Smith (Jr, 6-2, 231)*_LB:R. Venturine (Jr., 6-2, 223) 
CB: C. Scruggs (Jr, 5-9, 175)" CB: Mari Moore (Jr., 6-1, 170) 
CB: T. Blayne (Sr, 6-0, 191) __ CB: F. Rodgers (So., 5-9, 168) 
FS: C. Jordan (Sr., 5-10, 188) _ FS: M. Harden (Fr., 6-2, 208) 
SS: T. Carter (So., 5-9, 178)* SS: K. Dimmy (Jr, 6-1, 167) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Adam Bailey (Jr., 5-10, 189)" _K: Eric McManus (Jr, 5-9, 187)_ 
P: Steve Kemph (So., 6-1, 190)" P: Ryan Rindels (So., 5-11, 173) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

¢ Senior quarterback Cory Sauter needs 22 
yards to become Minnesota's all-time leading 
passer. Sauter also needs 2,301 yards to 
become the school’s all-time leader in total 
offense. He has 5,258 passing yards heading 
into his senior season. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
gophersports.umn.edu 
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CORY SAUTER-QB 


For the fifth time since 1983, Minnesota’s 
beleaguered football program has a new head 
coach. 

Glen Mason surprised some observers 
when he made what appears to be a lateral 
move by going from Kansas to Minnesota. 
He’s got plenty of challenges awaiting him, 
starting with a defense that has been dreadful 
in recent years. 

“We have to and we will get better defen- 
sively,” Mason said. “We want to implement 
our philosophies and then adjust to the defen- 
sive personnel we have here.” 

Offensively, Minnesota appears to be in 
good shape, especially with regard 
to the passing game. Senior quar- 
terback Cory Sauter is on the 
verge of shattering every school 
passing mark. 

“It’s a whole different attitude 
and atmosphere,” Sauter said. 
“Coach Mason is all business. He's 
a guy that took the job because he 
felt this program could be success- 
ful. He felt this team could win 
and go to a bowl game.” 


the run. 


OFFENSE: Sauter is probably the best NFL 
quarterback prospect in the Big Ten. He's 
passed for 5,178 yards and 32 touchdowns in his 
career. Sauter has the size (6-foot-5, 220 
pounds) and the arm strength to compete at 
the next level. 

Sauter also has two of the Big Ten’s best 
receivers in Ryan Thelwell and Tutu Atwell. 
Thelwell, the school’s all-time leader in both 
receptions (136) and receiving yards (2,232), 
set a Minnesota single-season record with 1,051 
receiving yards in 1996. Atwell had a school- 
record 62 receptions last season. 

Sophomore tailback Thomas Hamner 
started all 11 games last season and led 
Minnesota with 883 rushing yards. It was the 
second-highest freshman rushing total in 
school history behind Darrell Thompson's 
1,376 yards in 1986. 


_GRIESE’S 2 KEYS _ 
* Drastic improve- 

ment on defense, 

especially against 


* Keep Sauter healthy. 

* Win at least two of 
four non-conference 
games. 


Minnesota 


“We're going to focus even more on our 
running game this season,” Sauter said. “If we 
can get that going, I think we can score even 
more points.” 

Three starters return on the offensive line. 


DEFENSE: If there is a strength to 
Minnesota's sieve-like defense, it might be at 
linebacker. Junior Pare Williams led the 
Gophers with 98 tackles last season. Junior 
Rufus Smith and senior Donny Dalton also 
started most of the season at linebac! 


Two starters return in the secondary, led by 


missed 
tackles, Jordan needs 69 tackles to crack the 
school’s all-time top-10 list. 

Finding replacements for departed seniors 
Rishon Early and Rodney Heath in the sec- 
ondary is a huge priority 

Two or three players must emerge on the 
defensive line in order for Minnesota to be 
competitive. Among the possibilities are 
seniors Raymond Baylor and Lamanzer 
Williams. Baylor started the final nine games 
in "96. 

Minnesota ranked last in the Big Ten in 
total defense last season. Opponents averaged a 
whopping 409 offensive yards per game. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The starting kicker and 
punter are back. Junior Adam Bailey ranked 
fifth in the Big Ten and 17th 
nationally with an average of 1.3 
field goals per game last season. 
He tied the school record with 
four field goals against Ball State. 
He also made the game-winning 
use last sea- 


field goal against S 
son with less than a minute to 
play. 

Sophomore Steve Kemph 


averaged 38.2 yards per punt as a 
true freshman last season. 


RECRUITING: It would be unfair to judge 
Mason on this year’s class because he got a late 
start. Most of the top high in 
Minnesota signed with out-c ‘ 

However, Mason did sign eight players from 
Minnesota, including 6-5, 275 offensive line- 
man Derek Burns of Eden Prairie. Burns led his 
high school team to the Class AA state title 
anda 14-0 record. 

Receiver Elton Jones of Southfield, Mich., 
had 65 receptions for 1,424 yards and 14 TDs as 
asenior, 

Antoine Henderson, a 5-7, 160-pound run- 
ning back from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., rushed 
for 1,900 yards and scored 26 TDs as a senior. 
He finished fourth in the voting for “Mr. 
Florida Football.” 


By Pat Harty, The lowa City Press-Citizen 
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Gary Barnett has been busy since the end of 
last season trying to figure out a way to guide the 
Northwestern Wildcats to a third-straight Big 
Ten championship. Two seasons removed from 
their remarkable journey to the Rose Bowl, the 
Wildcats have lost the 13 starters who were 
responsible for much of the team’s success. 

Middle linebacker Pat Fitzgerald is gone, as 
are quarterback Steve Schnur and tailback 
Darnell Autry. But Northwestern does return a 
nucleus of talented personnel, particularly at 
receiver and in the secondary. 

“We're going to have to go back and look at 
how we approached the 1995 season,” Barnett 
said. “We were somewhat inexperienced in the 
winning category back then, but we were funda- 
mentally sound on offense and defense. That's 
what we want to get back to.” 


OFFENSE: Tim Hughes was the starting quar- 
terback in 94, and he likely will return to that 
role this season. Hughes started eight games that 
season before losing the job to Schnur, who led 
the Wildcats to the Rose Bowl that season. 
Hughes and fellow fifth-year senior Chris 
Hamdorf battled for the position during spring 
practice, but Hughes has worked in the system 
and has playing experience. 

The Wildcats are hoping their running 
game won't fall off despite Autry’s departure. 
Adrian Autry (no relation) rushed for 421 yards 
and scored four touchdowns last season and is 
the heir apparent. Barnett likes 
redshirt freshman lan Miller's 
chances, and junior Tyrone Gooch 
also will see some playing time. 

Receiver D'Wayne Bates is the 
biggest big-name returnee for the 
Wildcats. Bates, a first-team All- 
Big Ten selection last season, led 
the conference in receiving yards 
(99.9) and receptions (6.2 avg.). 
Brian Musso, who had 51 catches 
for 515 yards and three touch- 
downs last season, also returns. 

With the loss of three starters, the offen- 
sive line will have an all-new look. Nathan 
Strikwerda returns to anchor the line at cen- 
ter, but Paul Janus moves from left to right 
tackle and Bryan LaBelle moves to left tackle 
from guard. Brian Hemmerle, who played at 
tackle, will start at left guard, and Chris 
Leeder should start at right guard. Jay Tant 
will start at tight end. 


5 


Schnur. 


DEFENSE: There may be a problem with 
depth on the defensive line, but there are few 
problems with the starters. The Wildcats have 
experienced ends in Casey Dailey and Keith 
Lozowski, both of whom started most of last sea- 
son. Ray Robey or KeJaun DuBose will start at 
left tackle, and Joe Rieff or Robey will take over 
at right tackle. 

The linebackers were hit hard with the loss 


Find an effective 
quarterback to 
replace Steve 


¢The revamped 
offensive line must 
mature quickly. 

*Fill the void left by 
punter Paul Burton. 


Northwestern 


D’WAYNE BATES-WR 


Pat Fitzgerald in the middle. Barry Gardner 
started at outside linebacker but is expected to 
replace Fitzgerald. Gardner had 106 tackles, 
third-best on the team. Kevin Buck and Josh 
Kolar are candidates for the other linebacker 
spots, but several freshmen could be a factor. 
Northwestern's defensive backfield could be 
strong with four returning starters from the 
Citrus Bowl. Starting at the corners will be Josh 
Barnes and Gerald Conoway, who made his first 
start in the bowl game. But they should be wary 
of redshirt freshman Harold Blackmon, who 
could take away one of those starting jobs. Eric 
Collier, who had 107 tackles last season, will be 
a four-year starter at strong safety. 
Mike Nelson returns at free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Another big 
loss is punter Paul Burton, who 
averaged 43.8 yards and booted a 
long of 71 yards. Eron 
Kosmowski, a 6-foot-6, 250- 
pounder who has a strong leg, 
should be the starter. If not, Tim 
Hughes will have to do double- 
duty and handle the punting. 
Brian Gowins kicked game-winning field 
goals against Michigan and Purdue; he is back 
to do more of the same. He has a problem with 
longer field goals but is consistent within 39 
yards. Gowins was 16-of-24 and had a long of 
48 yards; he made 34-of-37 extra points. 
Musso averaged 11.2 yards and was second in 
the Big Ten in punt returns. He will be return- 
ing again this year, but the Wildcats still have 
a question mark on kick returns. 


RECRUITING: Lance Clelland, a 6-6, 285- 
pound offensive lineman, is the top incoming 
prospect, and Michael Souza, at 6-7, 290, isn’t 
far behind. The Wildcats also signed running 
back Damien Anderson, who could see playing 
time this season, and tight end Napoleon 
Harris and linebacker Tom O'Brien. 


By Angelique S. Chengelis, The Detroit News 


NORTHWESTERN FACTS 


Coach: Gary Barnett, 27-29-1; 35-40-2 overall 

*96 Record: 9-3 (7-1 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 15 AP, No. 16 USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: Dyche Stadium, Evanston, Illinois 
(49,256; grass) 

Returning Starters: 11 (4 off., 6 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Darnell Autry, RB (1st-team All-Big 
Ten, 1st-team All-America); Justin Chabot, TG (1st- 
team All-Big Ten); Steve Schnur, QB (1st-team All-Big 
Ten); Pat Fitzgerald, LB (Big Ten Defensive Player of 
the Year, 1st-team All-America, 1st-team All-Big Ten); 
Paul Burton, P (2nd-team All-Big Ten) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Tim Hughes, Sr., 6-10-34 yards, 1 INT 
Rushing: Adrian Autry, Sr., 112 carries, 421 yards, 
4TDs 

Receiving (Catches): D'Wayne Bates, Sr., 75, 12 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Bates, 1,196 

Tackles: Eric Collier, Sr., 107 

Sacks: Casey Dailey, Sr., 8 

Interceptions: Josh Barnes, Sr., 3 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Brian Gowins, Sr, 16-24 FGs (long 48); 
35-37 PATs 

Scoring: Gowins, 82 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 at Wake Forest at Wake Forest; L, 28-27 
9/13 DUKE at Duke; W, 38-13. 
9/20 RICE OHIO; W, 28-7 
9/27 at Purdue at Indiana; W, 35-17 (4) 
10/4 WISCONSIN MICHIGAN; W, 17-16 ~ 
10/11 at Michigan MINNESOTA; W, 26-24 0 
10/18 MICHIGAN ST. at Wisconsin; W, 34-30 = 
10/25 at Ohio St. ILLINOIS; W, 27-24 
11/1 PENN STATE at Penn State; L, 34-9 m 
11/8 atiliinois at lowa; W, 40-13 2 
PURDUE; W, 27-24 
TENNESSEE; L, 48-28* 
* Citrus Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Tim Hughes (Sr., 6-2, 222) Chris Hamdorf (Sr., 6-2, 206) 
RB: Adrian Autry (Sr, 5-10, 194) _ Tyrone Gooch (Jr., 5-10, 185) 
FB: Levelle Brown (Jr., 5-11, 218) _M. Fordenwalt (Jr., 6-3, 236) _ 


WR: D'Wayne Bates (Sr., 6-2, 211)* Phil Miller (So., 6-5, 201) 

WR: T. Waterman (Sr,, 6-2, 212)" __ John Burden (Sr., 6-3, 212) 
TE: Joel Stuart (Sr., 6-6, 227) ‘Mike Davis (Jr., 6-3, 254) 

LT: Paul Janus (Sr., 6-6, 280)* Jack Harnedy (So., 6-7, 290)_ 


LG: Brian Hemmerle (Jr., 6-7, 305) _Neil Carroll (So., 6-5, 311) 
C: Nathan Strikwerda (Sr., 6-4, 295)" Ty Garner (So., 6-3, 289) 
RG: Chris Leeder (Sr., 6-4, 293) ___Mark Perry (So., 6-3, 275) 
RT: Bryan LaBelle (Sr., 6-7, 295) Mark Tomkiel (Sr., 6-6, 320) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Keith Lozowski (Sr, 6-3, 252)* _D. Missouri (So., 6-5, 220) 


DT: K. DuBose (Sr., 6-2, 285) J. Dyra (Jr, 6-4, 267) 

DT: Bobby Russ (Sr., 6-3, 274) Marc Lapadula (Jr., 6-1, 256) _ 

DE: Casey Dailey (Sr,, 6-3, 246)" Thor Schmidt (Sr., 6-3, 248) 

LB: Barry Gardner (Sr., 6-1, 237)" __ Kevin Buck (Jr., 6-1, 223) 

LB: Josh Kolar (Jr, 6-4, 232) ___C. Emmerich (So., 6-5, 225) 

LB: Anwawn Jones (So., 6-4, 212) _ Kevin Buck (Jr., 6-1, 223) 

CB: Gerald Cono\ (Jr., 6-0, 1 Fred Wilkerson (Sr., 6 

CB: Josh Barnes (Sr., 5-11, 180)*_H. Blackmon (So., 6-0, 202) 

SS: Eric Collier (Sr, 6-1, 213)* Kyle Sanders (Jr., 5-11, 195) _ 

FS: Mike Nelson (Sr., 6-2, 211)* R. Morton (So., 5-11, 205) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: Brian Gowins (Sr., 5-10, 168)" _ Tim Long (So., 6-1, 199) 

P: E, Kosmowski (So., 6-6, 243)  B. Gowins (Sr., 5-10, 168) 

* Denotes returning starter 

MILESTONES 


e The Wildcats will be playing on grass at 
Dyche Stadium for the first time since 1972. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.nwu.edu/athletics 
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OHIO STATE FACTS 


Coach: John Cooper, 10th year, 76-29-4; 

158-69-6 overall 

96 Record: 11-1 (7-1 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 2 AP, USA Today/CNN 

Home Stadium: Ohio Stadium, Columbus, Ohio 
(89,841; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 9 (5 off., 3 def., 1 sp. teams) 

Key Players Lost: Orlando Pace, OL (No. 1 overall 
selection in NFL draft); Shawn Springs, CB (Big Ten 
defensive Player of the Year); Mike Vrabel, DL (1st- 
team All-Big Ten); Matt Finkes, DL (1st-team All-Big 
Ten); Juan Porter, OL (2nd-team All-Big Ten); Luke 


Fickell, DL (2nd-team All-Big Ten) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Stanley Jackson, Sr., 87-165-1,298 yards., 


12 TDs, 5 INTs; 


Rushing: Pepe Pearson, Sr., 299 carries, 1,484 yards, 


17TDs 


Receiving (Catches): David Boston, So., 33, 7 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Boston, 450 

Tackles: Damon Moore, Jr., 89 

Sacks: Andy Katzenmoyer, Jr., 12 


Interceptions: Moore, 5 


Punting: Brent Bartholomew, Jr., 42.3 avg 
Kicking: Andy Stamp, Jr., 1-2 FGs, 4-4 PATs 
Scoring: Pearson, 102 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/13 BOWLING GR. 
9/20 ARIZONA 
9/27 at Missouri 
10/4 IOWA 

10/11 at Penn State 


10/18 INDIANA 
10/25 N’WESTERN 


11/1 at Michigan St. 
11/8 atMinnesota 
11/15 ILLINOIS 
11/22 at Michigan 


1997 RESULTS 


RICE; W, 70-7 
PITTSBURGH; W, 72-0 
at Notre Dame; W, 29-16 
PENN STATE; W, 38-7 
WISCONSIN; W, 17-14 
at Purdue; W, 42-14 

at lowa; W, 38-26 
MINNESOTA; W, 45-0 
at Illinois; W, 48-0 

at Indiana; W, 27-17 
MICHIGAN; L, 13-9 
Ariz. State; W, 20-17* 

* Rose Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: S. Jackson (Sr., 6-1, 203)" 


J. Germaine (Jr., 6-2, 196) _ 


RB: P. Pearson (Sr., 5-10, 206)" 


M. Wiley (So., 6-0, 180) 


FB: M. Keller (So., 6-0, 220) _ 


C. Sanders (So., 5-9, 215) 


WR: D. Miller (Jr., 6-1, 190) 


K. Griffin (Jr., 5-10, 183) 


WR: D. Boston (So., 6-3, 205)" 


V. Provitt (Fr., 6-3, 190) 


TE: J. Lumpkin (Jr, 6-8, 270) 


T. Hoying (Sr., 6-4, 221) 


LT: B. Burris (Jr., 6-6, 295) 


J. Kelley (Fr., 6-6, 305) 


LG: R. Murphy (So., 6-5, 285)* 


M. Gurr (Fr., 6-7, 205) 


C: E. Gohistin (Sr., 6-3, 295)* 


K. Murphy (So., 6-4, 275) 


RG: B. Gilbert (So., 6-5, 295) 


D. Elford (So., 6-4, 300) 


RT: T. Walter (Fr., 6-5, 290) 


E. Smith (So., 6-6, 310) 


DE: J. Day (Sr., 6-3, 245) 


C. Wayne (Fr., 6-4, 240) 


DT: W. Garnett (Sr., 6-6, 305)* 


J. Brown (Fr., 6-7, 250) 


NG: J. Bell (Sr., 6-5, 255) 


R. Homa (So., 6-3, 250) 


DE: J. Wilson (Jr., 6-3, 250) 


T. Eisenhard (So., 6-7, 265)_ 


LB: K. Johnson (Sr., 6-2, 220) 


M. LaVrar (So., 6-3, 220) 


LB: A. Katzenm'r (So., 6-4, 250)" C. Kirk (So., 6-3, 235) 


LB: J. Rudzinski (Jr., 6-1, 220) 


N. Diggs (Fr., 6-4, 225) | 


CB: A. Winfield (Jr., 5-9, 178) 


A. Plummer (So., 6-1, 190) _ 


CB: G. Berry (So., 6-0, 205) 


C. McClellion (Jr., 5-11, 180) 


SS: C. Bryant (Jr., 6-1, 200) 


M. Burden (So., 6-1, 205) 


FS: D. Moore (Jr., 5-11, 200)* 


P. King (So., 6-4, 200) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: D. Stultz (Fr., 6-0, 185) 


A. Stamp (Jr., 6-1, 180) 


P: B.Bartholomew (Jr., 6-2, 205)*D. Stultz (Fr., 6-0, 185) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 


¢ When the Buckeyes face Michigan, it will be 


the 80th consecutive 
rivals. 


meeting of the two 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com 
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Pak 


he 


‘ as 
ANDY KATZENMOYER-LB 


Ohio State Outland Trophy winner and two- 
time Lombardi Award winner Orlando Pace is 
gone. So are Shawn Springs, Mike Vrabel, Matt 
Finkes, Luke Fickell and... The list seems endless. 
Can Ohio State possibly recover from the loss of 
14 starters who helped the Buckeyes to a 22-3 
record over the last two seasons and a Rose Bowl 
victory in January? 

Perhaps the biggest loss—literally—is Pace, 
the 6-foot-6, 330-pound All-America. He was 
one of the main reasons the Buckeyes averaged 
440.4 yards of offense and 37.9 points a game 
last year. 

“Sure, there are some psycho- 
logical aspects involved with losing 
a player like Orlando, both for 
coaches and the players,” offensive 
coordinator Mike Jacobs said. “As 
in all athletics, life goes on.” 

The Buckeyes have to fill holes 
on defense as well. Eight starters are 
gone from a unit that allowed an 
average of only 10.9 points and 246 
yards a game. 


back. 


OFFENSE: Stanley Jackson and Joe Germaine 
combined to throw for nearly 2,500 yards, but 
Cooper does not want a repeat of the two-quar- 
terback rotation. Junior college transfer Mark 
Garcia, who missed last season because of a knee 
injury, could very well emerge with the job 
this fall. 

Ohio State averaged 228 yards rushing last 
season, and although it loses three-fifths of the 
interior line that helped make that total a reality, 
tailback Pepe Pearson is back. Pearson rushed for 
1,484 yards, including 10, 100-yard games, and he 
scored 17 touchdowns last season. Sophomore 
Matt Keller should be the starting fullback. 

Receiver David Boston is one of those young 
players Cooper knows will be an absolute head- 
turer this year. He started the final seven games 
last season and had 33 catches for 450 yards and 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
¢ Establish a 
starting quarter- 


* Defensive line must 


Ohio State 


seven TDs, including two in the Rose Bowl. Dee 
Miller will take over where flanker Dimitrious 
Stanley left off. 

The key, of course, to putting all of that in 
gear will be the offensive line. Who will replace 
Pace? Redshirt freshmen Tyson Walter and 
Jefferson Kelley are the main candidates. Eric 
Gohlstin returns, although he'll make a switch 
from right tackle to center, with Brooks Burris 
inheriting Gohlstin’s old position. Rob Murphy 
also returns and will play at left guard. Ben 
Gilbert, another young player who saw some 
action last season, will start at right guard. 


DEFENSE: Rebuilding the defensive line has 
been a major project considering Vrabel, Finkes 
and Fickell have graduated. John Day and Jeff 
Wilson should start at the ends, and senior Jim 
Bell will be the nose guard. At defensive tackle 
will be Winfield Gamett, a 6-6, 305-pounder who 
had 27 tackles asa starter last season. 

Andy Katzenmoyer returns at middle line- 
backer. The Big Ten Freshman of the Year had 85 
tackles and 12 sacks last season. The starting out- 
side linebackers should be Kevin Johnson and 
Jerry Rudzinski, although Na’il Diggs and Marc 
Willis will be considered. 

Big Ten defensive player of the year Shawn 
Springs left early for the NFL, and that leaves 
free safety Damon Moore—who led the 
Buckeyes with 89 tackles—as the only returning 
starter in the secondary. Antoine 
Winfield and Gary Berry will start 
at the corners, and Che Bryant, 
switching from free safety, will start 
at strong safety. 


rebuild quickly . 

* Secondary has to 
step up without 
Springs. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Punter Brent 
Bartholomew is back, as is Dan 
Stultz, who was diagnosed with 
Graves Disease and missed last sea- 
son. Bartholomew averaged 42.3 
yards a punt and will be a three-year starter. 
Stultz, a redshirt freshman, had high hopes last 
season. He was coming off a productive high 
school career in which he kicked a long field goal 
of 48 yards. Andy Stamp will handle kickoffs. 

Boston was the main punt-returner last sea- 
son. He fielded 32 punts and averaged 9.3 
return yards. 


RECRUITING: Jason Ott and Courtland 
Bullard both could see time early at linebacker. 
The Buckeyes also signed two talented receivers 
in Reggie Germany and Ken-Yon Rambo, a late 
addition. Both were highly rated coming out of 
high school and could battle for playing time this 
season. Top offensive lineman Tam Hopkins 
could contribute immediately. 


By Angelique S. Chengelis , The Detroit News 
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BUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


@ Penn State 


Without a doubt, the Nittany Lions are 
going to hit the ground running this season. 
Junior tailback Curtis Enis, who has led the 
team in rushing the last two seasons, is the one 
to stop if the Lions’ offense is to be slowed. 

“Curtis has not really used all of his natural 
ability,” said coach Joe Paterno, entering his 
32nd season as head coach at Penn State. “He is 
a better open-field runner than people realize. 

Enis is one of 13 returning starters from a 
team that finished 11-2 overall and tied for third 
in the Big Ten with a 6-2 record last season. Enis 
will be the marquee player this year, but Penn 
State, in typical fashion, has tremendous line- 
backers. 

Although the Nittany Lions have some 
important holes to fill, they have excellent over- 
all balance and depth. 


OFFENSE: Quarterback Mike McQueary, 
who played in eight regular-season games a year 
ago, will give Penn State a new look as Wally 
Richardson's replacement. The strong-armed 
McQueary threw for 184 yards and two touch- 
downs in Penn State's comeback at Indiana. 

The Nittany Lions are getting used to the 
rebuilding process on the offensive line, consid- 
ering that for the second straight year they must 
replace more than half of the starters. Guard 
Phil Ostrowski and tackle John Blick are the 
only returning starters. To help matters, Floyd 
Wedderburn has been moved from defense to 
offensive tackle. 

Fifth-year senior Joe Jurevicius, 
who had a team-high 41 catches 
for 869 yards and four TDs last sea- 
son, returns. He averaged 21.2 
yards a reception—second-best in 
the nation. At flanker is Joe 
Nastasi, whose only knock is a 
lack of consistency. He caught 21 
passes for 234 yards last year. Penn 
State is loaded in the backfield. 
Along with Enis, there are Chris 
Eberly and Cordell Mitchell. Speedy Kenny 
Watson has been moved from receiver. Jason 
Sload returns as the starting fullback. 


DEFENSE: With seven starters returning from 
a team that ranked 13th nationally in average 
points allowed (15.7), the Nittany Lions are 
anticipating one of their more athletic units. 
Right tackle Brandon Noble is the only veteran 
missing from the line, and he should be replaced 
by junior Mike Buzin. Penn State returns iron 
man-tackle Matt Fornadel and end Chris 
Snyder—both of whom started every game last 
season—with Clint Seace the likely starter at 
the other end position. 

Senior outside linebackers Aaron Collins 
(82 tackles) and Jim Nelson (75 tackles) have 
both started the last two seasons and are the top 
two returning tacklers. Brandon Short will 
replace middle linebacker Gerald Filardi, who 


defensive backfield. 
¢ Maintain “red-zone” 
success. 


JOE JUREVICIUS-WR 


was the team’s leading tackler in 1996. Short 
played rush end/outside linebacker last season 
and had a team-high 12 tackles for loss. 

All-Big Ten free safety Kim Herring, who 
led the conference with 13 interceptions, is a 
huge loss, particularly for a secondary that will 
be fairly inexperienced. Senior Shino Prater, 
who started the final five games of '96 in place of 
injured cornerback Brian Miller, is the most 
experienced returning player. Junior Shawn Lee 
is coming off his first starting season at strong 
safety; he had 57 tackles and four INTs. Chis 
Alston probably will play at the other comer. 
Askari Adams and/or Matt Joyner 
will play at free safety. 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
¢ Develop better pass 
protection. 
¢ Shore up the 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kicker Brett 
Conway—who led the team with 
93 points last season—and punter 
Darrell Kania are gone, but 
Paterno does not seem overly con- 
cerned about replacing them. 
Sophomore Pat Pidgeon did get 
valuable playing time last season, 
punting 17 times for a 38.4 aver- 
age, and will be the starter. Sophomore Travis 
Forney is expected to replace Conway. Forney 
was perfect on three extra-point attempts last 
season and handled a few kickoffs. Ryan 
Primanti and Jeremy Sauve will work at both 
positions. Watson averaged 23.5 yards on kick- 
off returns and in-conference led the Big Ten 
with a 26.88 average. 


RECRUITING: The Nittany Lions had the 
top-rated class in the Big Ten. The group is 
highlighted by Lavar Arrington, a 6-foot-4, 225- 
pound linebacker/running back, who probably 
will play on defense. He will be joined by top 
linebacker recruit Ron Graham, who could see 
time early in the middle. Tailback Omar Easy is 
big and fast and could see time at fullback this 
season. 


By Angelique S. Chengelis, The Detroit News 


PENN STATE FACTS 


Coach: Joe Paterno, 32nd year, 289-74-3 

’96 Record: 11-2 (6-2 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 7 AP, USA Today/CNN 

Home Stadium: Beaver Stadium, University Park, Pa., 
(93,967; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 13 (6 off., 7 def.) i 
Key Players Lost: Kim Herring, FS (2nd-team All- 
America); Brett Conway, K (1st-team All-Big Ten); 
Brandon Noble, DT (2nd-team All-Big Ten); Keith 
Olsommer, TE (2nd-team All-Big Ten); Wally Richardson, 
QB (Hon. mention All-Big Ten); Gerald Filardi, LB (Hon. 
mention All-Big Ten) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Mike McQueary, Sr., 21-44-388 yards, 3 TDs, 
2 INTs 

Rushing: Curtis Enis, Jr., 224 carries, 1,210 yards, 13 
TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Joe Jurevicius, Sr., 41,4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Jurevicius, 869 

Tackles: Jim Nelson, Sr., 82 

Sacks: Brandon Short, So., 3.5 

Interceptions: Shawn Lee, Jr., 4 

Punting: Pat Pidgeon, So., 38.4 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Enis, 84 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 PITTSBURGH 
9/13 TEMPLE 
9/20 at Louisville 
10/4 atlllinois 


1996 SCHEDULE 


vs. USC; W, 24-7 
LOUISVILLE; W, 24-7 
NO. ILLINOIS; W, 49-0 
vs. Temple; W, 41-0 

at Ohio State; L, 38-7 
PURDUE; W, 31-14 
IOWA; L, 21-20 

at Indiana; W, 48-26 
N’WESTERN; W, 34-9. 
at Michigan; W, 29-17 
MICHIGAN ST,; W, 32-29 
vs. Texas; W, 38-15* 
*in Fiesta Bowl 


10/11 OHIO STATE 


10/18 MINNESOTA 
11/1 at N'Western 
11/8 MICHIGAN 
11/15 at Purdue 
11/22 WISCONSIN 
11/29 at Michigan St. 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: M. McQueary (Sr., 6-4, 215) Kevin Thompson (Jr., 6-5, 208) 
RB: Curtis Enis (Jr, 6-1, 230)" Chris Eberly (Sr, 5-11, 210) 
Jason Sload (Sr., 6-2, 237)*__ Aaron Harris (Jr., 5-11, 220) 
WR: Joe Nastasi (Sr., 5-11, 184)" Corey Jones (Jr, 5-10, 164) 
WR: Joe Jurevicius (Sr., 6-5, 226)*Chafie Fields (Jr, 6-1, 197) 
TE: Cuncho Brown (Jr., 6-4, 263) _Bob Stephenson (Sr., 6-2, 225) 


LT: Ryan Fagan (Sr., 6-7, 289) F. Wedderburn (Sr., 6-5, 330). 
LG: Eric Cole (Jr., 6-5, 300) Gabe Tincher (Jr., 6-2, 298) _ 
C: Kevin Conlin (Sr, 6-3, 270) Rich Stankewicz (Jr, 6-3, 280) 


RG: Phil Ostrowski (Sr., 6-4, 278) Chance Bright (So., 6-7, 308) __ 
RT: John Blick (So., 6-6, 310)*  Basim Grant (Jr., 6-3, 293) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Chris Snyder (Sr., 6-3, 250)* _ Neil McNutt (Sr., 6-5, 258) 
DT: Matt Fornadel (Sr., 6-2, 246)" _D. Fleischhauer (Jr., 6-3, 253) 
DT: Mike Buzin (Sr., 6-3, 258) ___ Joe Sabolevski (Sr., 6-0, 276) _ 
DE: Brad Scioli (Sr., 6-3, 265) Courtney Brown (So., 6-5, 244) 
LB: Aaron Collins (Sr., 6-0, 223)" _ Aaron Gatten (So., 6-1, 222) 
randon Short (Jt, 6-3, 250)" Maurice Daniels (Jr, 6-0, 229) 
Nelson (Sr., 6-2, 224)* __ Mac Morrison (So., 6-1, 233) 
CB: Anthony King (So., 5-8, 174) _Chris Alston (Sr., 6-1, 188) 
CB: Shino Prater (Sr., 5-9, 158)"_ David Macklin (So., 5-9, 193) 
SS: Shawn Lee (Sr., 5-7, 172)" _ Derek Fox (So., 5-11, 190) 
FS: Jason Collins (Sr., 5-11, 190) Askari Adams (So., 6-0, 185) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Travis For ).. 5-9, 1 in Primanti (So., 5-11, 1! 
P: Pat Pidgeon (Jr, 5-10, 185) | Jeremy Sauve (So., 5-10, 176) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

* In 110 seasons of college football, Penn State 
is 706-296-42, making it one of six schools 
with 700 victories. Paterno has coached 522 of 
those games—exactly half the total. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.psu.edu/sports 
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PURDUE FACTS 


joe Tiller, 1st year; 39-30-1 overall. 


Coach: 


196 Record: 3-8 (2-6 conf.) 


Home Stadium: Ross-Ade Stadium, Lafayette, Ind. 
(67,861; grass) 


Returning Starters: 17 (9 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 


Key Players Lost: Emmett Zitelli, OT (2nd-team All- 
Big Ten, co-captain); Jon Krik, DT (Hon. mention All- 
Big Ten, co-captain); Rick Trefzger, QB (led team with 
1,158 passing yards and 8 TDs); Chris Koeppen, LB 
(2nd-leading tackler); Joe Hagins, LB; Donald Winston, 
CB; Craig Williams, DE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: John Reeves, Sr., 51-102-772 yards, 6 TDs, 8 
INTs” 

Rushing: Edwin Watson, Sr., 194 carries, 768 yards, 6 
Receiving (Catches): Brian Alford, Sr., 63, 12 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Alford, 1,057 

Tackles: Derrick Brown, Sr., 102 

Sacks: Rosevelt Colvin, Jr. 6 

Interceptions: Jamel Coleman, Sr., 5 

Punting: Danny Rogers, So., 39.0 avg. 

Kicking: Chris Arce, Sr., 1-5 FGs (long 37); 15-16 PATs 
Scoring: Alford, 72 points 


aya} |i] | 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 atToledo at Michigan St; L, 52-14 
9/13 NOTRE DAME at Notre Dame; L, 35-0 
9/20 BALL STATE WEST VIRGINIA; L, 20-6 
9/27 N'WESTERN N.C. STATE; W, 42-21 
10/11 at Minnesota MINNESOTA; W, 30-27 
10/18 WISCONSIN at Penn State; L, 31-14 
40/25 atillinois OHIO STATE; L, 42-14 
11/01 atlowa at Wisconsin; L, 33-25 
11/08 MICHIGAN ST. MICHIGAN; W, 9-3 
41/15 PENN STATE at N'western; L, 27-24 
11/22 atindiana INDIANA; L, 33-16 

_ ‘TWO-DEEP ROSTER 

OFFENSE 


QB: John Reeves (Sr., 6-4, 217) _ Billy Dicken (Sr., 6-2, 204) 
RB: K. Matthews (Sr, 6-0, 205)* Curtis Taylor (Jr, 6-1, 190) 
FB: Edwin Watson (Sr., 6-0, 220)* Eric Haddad (Jr., 6-1, 232) 
WR: Willie Tillman (Sr., 6-0, 180)* Isaac Jones (Jr., 6-0, 195) 
WR: D. Watson (So., 5-8, 155) _C. Daniels (So., 6-3, 198) 
TE: Jon Blackman (Sr., 6-6, 260) _B. Jewell (Sr., 6-2, 260)" _ 


_ LT: Mark Fischer (Sr. 6-4, 290)* C. Manning (Sr., 6-5, 297) 


LG: W. Finchum (So., 6-4, 290)* Dan Maly (Sr., 6-6, 291) 

C: Brian Nicley (Sr., 6-6, 280)" _J. Niedrach (So., 6-3, 280) 
RG: Chukky Okobi (Fr., 6-2, 295) W. Finchum (So., 6-4, 290) _ 
RT: Nick Sweeney (So., 6-7, 340) D. Cohen (So., 6-5, 290) 


DEFENSE 


_ DE: Rosevelt Colvin (Jr., 6-3, 240)" C. Nwokorie (Jr., 6-3, 255) 


Gutwein (Jr., 6-1, 278) Greg Smith (Sr., 6-3, 278) 
f: Leo Perez (Sr., 6-3, 275)" _Greg Smith (Sr,, 6-3, 275) 


DE: David Nugent (So., 6-6, 260) Chris Zurba (Jr., 6-2, 235) 
LB: Chike Okeafor (Jr, 6-5, 245)" Nick Zitelli (So., 6-1, 210) 
jay Lee (So., 6-1, 228) Mike Rose (So., 6-1, 220) 
LB: Noble Jones (Jr,, 6-2, 240) Willie Fells (Jr, 6-1, 205) _ 


CB: W. Washington (So., 5-11, 180) L. Conrad (So., 5-10, 194) 


CB: J. Coleman (Sr,, 6-0, 192)" _T. Triplett (Jr, 5-11, 170) 
‘SS: W. Burroughs (Jr,, 5-10, 199)* M. H'thorne (So., 6-3, 195) _ 
FS: D. Brown (Sr,, 5-10, 185)" —_L. Brush (Sr., 5-10, 197) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Shane Ryan (So., 5-8, 170)*_C. Amce (Sr, 5-11, 179) 
P: Danny Rogers (So., 5-10, 193)* Brandon Kaser (Jr., 6-1, 175) 


"Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

© Purdue's last winning campaign was in 1984, 
which also marks the last time the Boilermakers 
Played i in a bowl game. 


_ INTERNET ADDRESS 


www.purdue.edu/sports/Index 
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JAMEL COLEMAN-CB 


Joe Tiller became the Boilermakers’ 33rd 
head coach in Nov. 1996. And it wasn’t long 
before he was hit by the realities of life as 
Purdue's football coach. 

Two of his best players—All-Big Ten per- 
formers Brian Alford and Chike Okeafor—were 
possibly not returning. And on-campus tryouts 
did not solve his placekicker problem. Combine 
these problems with Purdue's ongoing defensive 
struggles and some discouraging 40-yard dash 
times, and you get a program that has not had a 
winning season since 1984. 

If anybody can leap these hurdles, though, 
it’s Tiller. 

In six seasons at Wyoming, he 
built a program known for its pass- 
ing excellence, both on the field 
and in the classroom. He brought 
most of his Wyoming staff to 
Purdue, which should help the 


° The defense must 
continue to improve. 
¢ The offense must 
absorb a crash- 
course in a complex 


Purdue 


yards) is a capable back-mate, but each lacks Big 
Ten speed. 

At quarterback, two unproven seniors, John 
Reeves and Billy Dicken, and promising redshirt 
freshman Clay Walters were waging a battle for 
the starting nod during spring drills. 

The line provides some hope, however. Four 
starters return, including three-year starter Mark 
Fischer (6-foot-4, 290 pounds) at guard. 
“Overall, the offensive line could turn out to be 
an acceptable group,” Tiller said. 

Look for senior tight end Jon Blackman (6- 
6, 260)—who did not play last year because of 
criminal allegations which have since been 
dropped—to benefit from a passing scheme that 
features dumps in the flat. 


DEFENSE: Six starters return, which is both 
good and bad news. It’s good in that it’s a veter- 
an group; it’s bad in that it’s a group that has 
struggled mightily over the past two seasons. 
Purdue's defense improved in 1996, but the 
Boilers still allowed nearly 30 points a game. 
The key is junior end Rosevelt Colvin (6-3, 
240), who was third in the Big Ten in tackles for 
losses last season. “The defensive front is 
encouraging because we do have some numbers 
and talent there,” Tiller said. 

Okeafor (6-5, 241) is a two-time Butkus 
Award candidate, but he first must find the key 
to the door that leads out of Tiller’s doghouse. 

In the secondary, seniors Jamel Coleman 
and Derrick Brown and junior 
Willie Burroughs return. “Again, 
we have some depth there, but 
speed is a problem,” Tiller said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Sophomore 
punters Danny Rogers (39.0 aver- 


Boilermakers get a jump on their FRESSif fern age) and junior Brandon Kaser 
rebuilding efforts. PE CONE CF) (39.6) were adequate last season, 
However, the task at hand— FWESSUSO SOS) 1 Tiller made it clear that he’s 


coupled with the fact that seven of 
Purdue's 11 opponents played in 
bowl games last year—will likely prevent the 
Boilers from escaping the Big Ten cellar this sea- 
son. 


OFFENSE: Tiller brings a wide-open, pass-ori- 
ented offense from Wyoming, where the 
Cowboys were among the top-20 in passing 
offense and the top-30 in total offense in each of 
his six seasons. 

However, there’s virtually no team speed, 
especially at receiver. Alford—who led the team 
in receptions (63), yards (1,057), TDs (12), and 
points (72) last season—will need a minor mira- 
cle to regain academic eligibility. Purdue's only 
other legitimate roadrunner at receiver is Gabe 
Cox, a junior from Eastem Arizona CC who 
won't even join the Boilers until this fall. 

Senior Edwin Watson (194 carries, 768 
yards) led the team in rushing last season, and 
senior Kendall Matthews (123 carries for 471 


lack of speed, 


not pleased with the numbers put 
up by senior Chris Arnce (15-16 
PATS, 1-5 FGs) and sophomore Shane Ryan (6- 
8 PATs, 4-6 FGs). They combined to miss five 
fields goals from 35 yards or closer. “All I know is 
that kicking will not be our albatross this sea- 
son,” Tiller said. 


RECRUITING: SuperPrep magazine ranks 
Tiller’s class as the worst in the Big Ten, but that 
might be deceiving. “We took a kid here and 
there who was an inch shorter, five pounds 
lighter, but who can run,” Tiller said. “We had 
to upgrade our team speed, and we had to start 
somewhere.” JUCO transfers Cox and lineman 
Aaron Starnes (6-3, 310) have a chance to con- 
tribute immediately. The freshman group 
includes five receivers and three quarterbacks— 
a sign of what’s to come in Tiller’s passing 
scheme. 


By Jeff Riley 


BUSH S309 NOUdVO OLOHA 


PHOTO CAPTION GOES HERE 


WwW ides lbinaule 


Here’s the skinny on Wisconsin: The 
Badgers big boys can play. 

The best big boy is, of course, sophomore 
running back Ron Dayne, who weighs 261 
pounds. He'll be running behind a line that fea- 
tures a pair of tackles who passed the 300-pound 
mark countless buffet lines ago. 

“We have a chance to be a good football 
team,” said Alvarez, who has led Wisconsin to 
three bow! victories in seven seasons. 

Wisconsin’s bulked-up hopes can also be 
attributed to a watered-down schedule. Last 
year, the Badgers suffered through a tough mid- 
season slump when they lost four consecutive 
Big Ten games—three in a row to the top three 
teams in the conference. 

If the Badgers can beat Syracuse in the 
Kickoff Classic and win at Northwestern on 
Oct. 4, they could conceivably be 9-0 before 
heading into bouts against lowa, Michigan, and 
Penn State at the end of the season. 


OFFENSE: Despite playing sparingly in the 
first three games of last season and not starting 
until the fifth, Dayne gained an NCAA fresh- 
man-record 2,109 yards for the season. He 
gained more than 200 yards in five of the last six 
games. 

“You're talking about someone who is 265 
pounds and has excellent speed, quickness and 
balance and is very durable,” Alvarez said. 

Junior quarterback Mike Samuel turned in a 
workmanlike performance _ last 
year, throwing for 1,752 yards in 


his first season as a starter. 
j ° 
A trio of talented wide pubbbilesetatuGas 
receivers will make Samuels’ job [are Dayne: 
easier. Senior flanker Tony BRST tWSS—Senen 


Simmons is a stunning athlete 
who has won the Big Ten title in 
the 200 meters and is one touch- 
down away from the school career 
record for touchdown. catches. 
Senior split end Donald Hayes 
caught 44 balls last season, and Kevin Huntley, 
a two-year starter at free safety, has been moved 
to wide receiver. 

The interior line remains a question mark, 
but the offensive line will be huge. 390-pound 
right tackle Aaron Gibson is the largest player 
in Division LA, and left tackle Chris McIntosh, 
the only returning starter on the line, is 6-foot- 
7, 315 pounds. Coleman Johnson, a 6-2, 268- 
pound transfer from Riverside (Calif.) CC, is 
slated to start at center. “Coleman is probably 
the quickest center we've had,” Alvarez said. 


backfield. 


DEFENSE: The heaviest hit for the defense is 
the loss it suffered to graduation. Pete Monty, 
the school’s all-time leading tackler, Tarek 
Saleh, Wisconsin’s top career sacker, and four- 
year starter Bryan Jurewicz have all left the front 
seven. 

But Alvarez said he feels good about his 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 


another huge season 


must continue to 
open holes for Dayne. 
© Fix a porous defensive 


MIKE SAMUEL-QB 


defensive line which includes sophomore nose 
guard Chris Janek and redshirt freshman tackle 
Ross Kolodziej. Senior David Lysek anchors the 
linebackers. He had 88 tackles last season. 
Former Boston College defensive coordina- 
tor Phil Elmassian was brought in to shape up a 
defensive backfield that surrendered a school- 
record 251.3 passing yards per game last season. 
Only one of four returning starters here resumes 
his former position. Huntley has been moved to 
offense, and former wide receiver Demetrius 
Brown has been moved to strong safety. Senior 
Jason Suttle, who had five interceptions last sea- 
son, returns on one corner, and 
LaMar Campbell, who broke up 12 
passes and intercepted four, moves 
from cornerback to free safety. 
Former strong safety Rob Adamov 
has switched to outside linebacker. 


offensive line that 


SPECIAL TEAMS: John Hall, 
who handled the punting and kick- 
ing duties, has graduated. Vitaly 
Pisetsky has a leg up on the kicking 
job. True freshman Kevin Stemke, 
from Preble High in Green Bay, should contend 
for punting duties with sophomore Eric 
Skrzypchak. 

No kick returners of note are back, but last 
year the Badgers held their opponents to 16.6 
yards per return. Sophomore Tim Rosga aver- 
aged 7.8 yards per punt return. 


RECRUITING: 6-6, 335-pound offensive line- 
man Josh Jakubowski from D.C. Everest High, 
was ranked the top player in Wisconsin and has 
a chance to break into the two-deep. Defensive 
back Donte King has a chance to contribute. 
Alvarez snatched wide receiver Rasheed 
Golden out of Barron Collier High in Fort 
Myers, Fla., and dipped into Ohio for wide 
receiver Chris Chambers. The 21-player group 
is ranked in the middle of the Big Ten pack. 


By Brendan Healey 


WISCONSIN FACTS _ 


Coach: Barry Alvarez, 7th year, 41-36-4; 41-36-4 
overall 

’96 Record: 8-5 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Camp Randall, Madison, Wis. 
(76,129; artificial surface) 

Returning Starters: 12 (6 off., 6 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Jerry Wunsch, OT (3rd-team All- 
America); Jamie Vanderveldt, OG (1st-team All Big — 
Ten); Pete Monty, LB (school career tackle leader); 
Tarek Saleh, DE (school career sack record); Bryan 
Jurewicz, DT (four-year starter). 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Mike Samuel, Jr, 148-254-1,752 yards, 
8 TDs, 10 INTs 

Rushing: Ron Dayne, So., 325 carries, 2,109 yards, 
21 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Donald Hayes, Sr., 44 
Receiving (Yards): Hayes, 629 

Tackles: Kevin Huntley, Sr, 91 

Sacks: Three tied with one 

Interceptions: Jason Suttle, Sr, 5 

Punting: Eric Skrzypchak, So., 33.3 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Dayne, 126 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 
8/24 


1996 RESULTS 


E. MICHIGAN; W, 24-3 
at UNLV; W, 52-17 


vs, Syracuse in 
Kickoff Classic 


9/6 BOISE STATE STANFORD; W, 14-0 
JAKWSE est leeeeielcl | PENN STATE; L, 23-20 
9/20 SAN DIEGO ST. at Ohio State; L,17-14 
9/27 INDIANA N’WESTERN; L, 34-30 
10/4 at Northwestern at Michigan St,; L, 30-13 
10/11 ILLINOIS PURDUE; W, 33-25 
10/18 at Purdue MINNESOTA; W, 45-28 
10/25 at Minnesota at lowa; L, 31-0 
11/8 IOWA at Illinois; W, 35-15 
11/15 MICHIGAN at Hawaii; W, 59-10 
11/22 at Penn State vs. Utah; W, 38-10* 
*Copper Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Mike Samuel, (Jr, 6-3, 216)" Scott Kavanagh (6-4, 198) 
RB: Ron Dayne (So., 5-10, 261)*_C. McCullough (Sr., 6-3, 229) 
FB: C. Martin (Jr, 6-2, 233)" __B. Cantrell (Sr., 6-2, 262) 

WR: T. Simmons (Sr., 6-2, 203)*__ Ahmad Merritt (So., 5-10, 195) 
WR: Donald Hayes (Sr., 6-5, 198)*Kevin Huntley (Sr., 6-2, 212)*_ 
TE: Eric Grams (Jr, 6-4, 260) __ Ryan Sondrup (Jr., 6-5, 257) 
LT: C. Mcintosh (So., 607, 315)*_ Mark Tauscher (So., 6-3, 310) 
LG: Dave Costa (Fr,, 6-5, 293) _ Bill Ferrario (Fr, 603, 295) 
G:C. Johnson (Jr, 6-2, 268) Dave Costa (Fr., 605, 293) 
RG: Joe Gribowski (Fr,, 6-6, 327) Casey Rabach (Fr., 6-5, 309)_ 
RT: Aaron Gibson (ur., 6-7, 390) Pat Daley (So., 6-5, 320) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Tom Burke (Jr., 6-4, 243)*__ John Favret (Fr., 6-4, 236) 
DT: Ross Kolodziej (Fr., 6-3, 294) Rob Roell (So., 6-5, 253) 
NG: Chris Janek (So., 6-3, 282) _ Joe Innis (Sr., 6-2, 278) 
DE: M. Carpenter (So., 6-2, 261) _D. Cruickshank (Jr,, 6-5, 253) 
LB: Donny Eicher (So, 6-3, 248) _Ed Hartwell (Fr, 6-2, 225) 
LB: Brian Flanigan (Sr., 6-2, 238) Chris Ghidorzi (Sro., 6-3, 237) 
LB: David Lysek (Sr., 6-2, 236)*_D. Thompson (So., 6-0, 233) _ 
CB: L. Campbell (Sr, 5-11, 176)"_O. Bryant (So., 5-11, 181) 
CB: Jason Suttle (Sr., 5-11, 182)* Sam Elmore (Fr., 6-1, 193)_ 
SS: Bob Adamov (Jr,, 6-0, 220)* Leonard Taylor (Jr., 6-0, 187)_ 
FS: Bobby Myers (So., 6-2, 180) Tim Rosga (So., 6-0, 194) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Vitaly Pisetsky (So., 5-10, 203) Matt Davenport (Jr., 5-7, 203) 
P: E. Skrzypchak (So., 5-11, 187)*Joe Czukas (So., 5-10, 180) 


* Denotes returning starter E 


MILESTONE . 
* Dayne needs 1,601 yards to top Billy Marek 
as the top rusher in school history. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.uwec.edu/Admin/Athletic 


Bob Griese’s College Football 64 


JAY CRIHFEILD/SPURLOGK PHOTOGRAPHY INC. 


62 Bob Griese’s College Football 


NORTH SOUTH 


1 NEBRASKA 1 TEXAS 

2 COLORADO 2 TEXAS A&M 

3 KANSAS STATE 3 OKLAHOMA 

4 KANSAS 4 TEXAS TECH 

5 MISSOURI 5S OKLAHOMA STATE 
6 IOWA STATE 6 BAYLOR 


OCT. 4 KANSAS STATE AT NEBRASKA 
OCT. 25 COLORADO AT TEXAS 
NOV. 22 NEBRASKA AT COLORADO 


QB; J. Brown 6-0/186 Sr. Texas 
RB: R.Williams 6-0/225 Jr. Texas 
RB: H. Troutman 5-7/180 Sr. Colorado 
WR; P, Savoy 6-3/200 Sr. Colorado 
WR: E. Williams 6-3/200 Sr. lowa St. 
TE: A. Mayes 6-6/265 = Sr. Oklahoma St. 
OL: E,Anderson 6-4/300 Sr. Nebraska 
OL: M. Morris 6-3/281 Sr. Missouri 
OL: A. Taylor 6-1/305 Sr. Nebraska 
OL: J.Zatechka 6-3/290 Sr. Nebraska 
OL: T. Weiner 6-5/300 Sr. Kansas St. 
PK: P.Dawson 5-11/187 Sr. Texas 


ENO! 
DL: J, Peter 6-4/285 Sr. Nebraska 
DL: R. Olson 6-2/255 Sr. Colorado 
DL: C. Akins 6-1/292 Sr. Texas 
G.Wistrom 6-3/250 Sr. Nebraska 
D.Nguyen 6-1/213 Jr. Texas A&M 
R, Merkerson 6-3/255 Sr. Colorado 
T. Ochs 6-3/225 dr. Kansas St. 
; R. Black 5-10/180 Sr. Colorado 
DB: T.Blevins  6-0/170 Sr. Kansas 
DB: G. Joseph 6-0/190 Jr. Oklahoma 
DB: R. Brown §-11/180 So. Nebraska 
P; J. Davis 6-0/215 Sr. Oklahoma St. 


BESS5F 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Ricky Williams, RB, Texas 


Defensive Player of the Year: 
Grant Wistrom, DL, Nebraska 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Leonard Davis, DT, Texas 


2? Colorado 


It’s been the same question each season: Can 
Colorado overtake Nebraska? So far, the 
Buffaloes haven't liked the answer. Though 
Colorado has been among the most consistent 
winners in the nation—only Nebraska, Florida 
and Florida State have also had three consecu- 
tive 10-win seasons—the Buffaloes have ranked 
no higher than second in their conference. 

Maybe it’s time to pose a different question: 
Can Nebraska beat Colorado? This might seem 
premature, given the Cornhuskers’ five-game 
winning streak over the Buffaloes, but Colorado 
is loaded. And the Buffaloes will claim home- 
field advantage when they host Nebraska in 
Boulder, though Colorado does face a schedule 
that is at least as tough as last year’s, with trips to 
Michigan, Texas and Kansas State. 


OFFENSE: You know your program is success- 
ful when your star all-conference quarterback 
graduates and is replaced by a quarterback who 
already holds 12 school records. John Hessler set 
single-season marks in 1995 when Koy Detmer 
was hurt. Hessler is considered the favorite to 
start, though he’s not the sure starter. Waiting in 
the wings is fleet sophomore Jeremy Weisinger. 
Redshirt freshman Adam Bledsoe, the younger 
brother of the Patriots’ Drew, will also get a 
chance. 

Whoever wins the quarterback job will work 
behind a solid line led by senior 
Melvin Thomas, who moves from 
tackle to guard where he can use 
his remarkable better. 


PHIL SAVOY-WR 


season) at Russell’s old spot. The Buffaloes are 
loaded at the outside linebacker spot, with Ron 
Merkerson, an all-conference candidate, pushed 
by Brandon Southward. Mike Phillips and 
Hannibal Navies will battle on the other side. 
Damen Wheeler is back after a sensational 
freshman season at one corner, but the other 
corner is up for grabs: Ben Kelly, John Sanders 
and Toray Davis will compete there. Marcus 
Washington, if his return from shoulder surgery 
goes well, could move from corner to safety to 
replace Steve Rosga. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The special 


teams have been a disappoint- 


COLORADO FACTS 


Coach: Rick Neuheisel, 20-4 overall 

96 Record: 10-2 (7-1 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 8 AP, USA Today/CNN 

Home Stadium: Folsom Field, Boulder, Colo. (51,808; 
artificial) 

Returning Starters: 15 (6 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Rae Carruth, WR (Biletnikoff Award 
finalist); Matt Russell, LB (Butkus Award winner); Koy 
Detmer, QB (All-Big 12); Chris Naeole, OG (consensus 
All-America); Steve Rosga, FS (All-Big 12) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: John Hessler, Sr., 12-23-174 yards, 1 INT 
Rushing: Herchell Troutman, Sr., 193 carries, 804 
yards, 4 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Phil Savoy, Sr., 43, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Savoy, 652 

Tackles: Ryan Black, Sr., 154 

Sacks: Ryan Olson, Sr., 8.5 

Interceptions: Toray Davis, Sr., and Damen Wheeler, 
So.,2 

Punting: Andy Mitchell, Sr., 39.2 avg. 

Kicking: Jason Lesley, Sr., 6-12 FGs (long 48), 

37-41 PATs 

Scoring: Lesley, 55 


ieee T'S) | 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 COLO.ST. WASHINGTON ST,; W, 37-19 
9/13 at Michigan at Colorado State; W, 48-34 
9/27 WYOMING MICHIGAN; L, 20-13 
10/4 TEXAS A&M at Texas A&M; W, 24-10 
10/11 at Okla. St. OKLAHOMA ST.; W, 35-13, 
10/18 KANSAS at Kansas; W, 20-7 
10/25 at Texas TEXAS; W, 28-24 
11/1 MISSOURI at Missouri; W, 41-13 
11/8 atlowa St. IOWA ST; W, 49-42 
UAL ac TcES 8 | KANSAS ST,; @, 12-0 
11/28 NEBRASKA at Nebraska; L, 17-12 
Washington; W, 33-21" 
* Holiday Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: John Hessler, (Sr., 6-2, 200)_J. Weisinger (So., 6-2, 210) _ 


ment. Ryan Nunez and Marcus 
Stiggers look like outstanding 
return men, but the Colorado 


agility RB: H. Troutman (Sr., 5-7, 190)* Lendon Henry (Sr., 6-0, 210). 


Hessler proves tobe RB: Darren Fisk, (Sr., 6-1, 240) Robert Lagow (Fr., 6-1, 195) 


a super starter. 


Andrew Welsh returns at left tack- 


le, with Adam Reed back at center. Sight ieGn ii cats a) ). Chiaverini (jr, C. Anderson (Sr., 6-4, 215) _ 
Colorado can at last put more [RUIN OT ETS return games have been inconsis- | TE:T-MeCarty (Sr., 6-3, 245)"__B. Heffner (So., 6-5, 230) 


LT: Andrew Welsh (Sr., 6-6, 295)* Shane Cook (So., 6-7, 290) _ 
LG: Aaron Wade (Sr., 6-7, 290) __ Corey Kish (So., 6-4, 280) 
C: Adam Reed (Jr., 6-2, 285)*_M. Simmons (So., 6-3, 285) _ 


* Establish momen- 
tum in Big 12 play to 


tent at best. The same can be said 
of punters Andy Mitchell and 


emphasis on its running game. 
Herchell Troutman is over- 


BOB ROSATO 


: } set-up showdown Mig : RG: M. Thomas (Sr, 6-3, 305)" Kane Cullum (So., 6-5, 200) 
shadowed in the running back- with Nebraska; Nick Pietsch, and kickers Jeremy | RT: Shane Cook (So., 6-7, 290) _R. Joh’ngmeier (So., 6-7, 275) 
loaded Big 12, but he is still a Aldrich and Jason Lesley. Pietsch 


tough, proven runner. And 

Lendon Henry is a great talent: He quietly 
rushed for 1,000 yards last season. The greatest 
losses—Rae Carruth and James Kidd—were at 
receiver, but that was Colorado's deepest posi- 
tion. Phil Savoy could become Colorado's all- 
time leading receiver, and Chris Anderson 
finally seems as dedicated as he is talented. 
Darrin Chiaverini returns after having a great 
Holiday Bowl against Washington. 


DEFENSE: Colorado will miss middle line- 
backer Matt Russell’s production and leader- 
ship, but the line is still strong, especially up the 
middle. 

Ryan Olson and Viliami Maumau are 
proven big-time tackles, and end Nick Ziegler 
was dominant in the Holiday Bowl. Terrell 
Cade will move from end to compete with 
Clifton Peters (back from a medical redshirt last 


and Lesley took over as starters 
during the season, and Aldrich especially 
showed potential for solving some of Colorado's 
special teams problems. 


RECRUITING: Junior college All-America 
Brad Bedell, a 6-foot-6, 295-pound OT, could 
have the most rapid impact. He's a potential 
starter on a national championship contender. 
Erin Huizingh can also earn early playing time 
on the line. 

Ty Gregorak will likely not start as quickly 
but he could be an eventual successor to the 
legacy of longtime linebacker star and leader 
Matt Russell. And though there does not seem 
to be much room on the depth chart at receiver, 
5-11, 175 Cedric Cormier could figure as a 
freshman. 


By Jonathan Feigen, The Houston Chronicle 


DEFENSE 
DE: Fred Jones (So., 6-3, 250) 
DT: V. Maumau (Sr., 6-2, 290)*__ Sean Jarne (So., 6-6, 275) 


Jan Loper (Fr., 6-4, 240) 


DT: Ryan Olson (Sr., 6-2, 280)* _A. Marshall (Jr., 6-4, 275) 


DE: Nick Ziegler (Jr., 6-5, 245)*_ Jesse Warren (So., 6-4, 240) 
LB: Mike Phillips (Sr., 6-4, 215)"_H. Navies (Jr., 6-3, 240) 


LB:Terrell Cade (Jr., 6-4, 235) __Clifton Peters (Jr., 6-2, 240) 
LB: R. Merkerson (Sr, 6-3, 250)" B. Southward (Jr., 6-4, 
CB: Toray Davis (Sr., 5-9, 185) _ Ben Kelly (Fr., 5-10, 175) 


CB: D. Wheeler (So., 5-10, 170) J. Sanders (Fr., 5-10, 180) 
SS: Ryan Black (Sr., 5-10, 190)*_ Elan Edwards (Fr., 6-0, 175) 


FS: Ryan Sutter (Sr., 6-2, 195) R. Barnes (So., 6-0, 185) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: J. Aldrich (Jr, 5-10, 165)" __Jason Lesley (Sr., 5-8, 165) 
P: Nick Pietsch (So., 6-0, 170)" Andy Mitchell (Sr., 6-3, 190) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

° The Buffaloes will be going for a school- 
record, fourth-straight 10-win season. 

* Colorado has the second longest current 
Bee for being nationally ranked (135 weeks 
in AP). 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
http:athl72.colorado.edu 
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IOWA STATE FACTS 


Coach: Don McCarney, 3rd year, 5-17 

96 Record: 2-9 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Cyclone Stadium/Jack Trice Field, 
Ames, lowa (43,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 15 (5 off., 9 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Troy Davis, RB (Heisman Trophy 
runner-up); Pat Augafa, C (2nd-team All-Big 12); Marc 
Harris, P (2nd-team All-Big 12) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Todd Bandhauer, Jr., 3-7-13 yards, 1 TD, 
1 INT 

Rushing: Darren Davis, So., 30 carries, 204 yards, 
Receiving (Catches): Ed Williams, Sr., 34 catches, 
3TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Williams, 491 

Tackles: Dave Brcka, So., 127 

Sacks: Derrik Clark, Sr., 7 

Interceptions: Dawan Anderson, Jr., 3 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Jamie Kohl, Jr., 9-13 FGs (long 48); 
33-34 PATS 

Scoring: Kohl, 60 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


1996 RESULTS 


WYOMING; L, 41-38 

at lowa; L, 38-13 
NORTHERN IOWA; W, 42-23 
MISSOURI; W, 45-31 

TEXAS A&M; L, 24-21 

at Oklahoma State; L, 28-27 
at Baylor; L, 49-21 
KANSAS; L, 34-31 

at Colorado; L, 49-42 
NEBRASKA; L, 49-14 

at Kansas State; L, 35-20 


8/30 OKLA. ST. 
9/6 atWyoming 
9/13 at Minnesota 
9/20 IOWA 

10/4 at Missouri 
10/11 at Tex. A&M 
10/25 BAYLOR 
11/1 at Kansas 
11/8 COLORADO 
11/15 at Nebraska 
11/22 KANSAS ST. 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: T, Bandhauer (Jr,, 6-3, 226)*_M. Ryerson (Fr., 6-3, 217) _ 
RB: Darren Davis (So., 5-8, 189)_D. Brown (So., 5-11, 198) 


FB: J. Parm'tier (Jr., 5-11, 254)" _Hez Jackson (So., 6-0, 244) 
WR: T. Watley (Sr., 5-9, 187)"__D. Green (Sr., 6-0, 185) 


WR: Ed Williams (Sr., 6-3, 197)" _G. Bivins (Sr., 5-11, 177) 
TE: Damian Gibson (Jr., 6-4, 264) Matt Rysavy (Sr., 6-1, 250) _ 
LT: Oliver Ross (Sr., 6-4, 292) __ Ben Beaudet (Fr., 6-4, 296)_ 
LG: Matt Rahfaldt (Sr., 6-3, 288)" E. Shufford (Sr., 6-0, 279) 


: Mare Cortez (So., 6-2, 283) Ben Bruns (Fr., 6-4, 291) 
RG: Bill Marsau (So., 6-5, 283) Jim Tuso (Sr., 6-3, 280) _ 


RT: Kurt Levetzow (Jr., 6-5, 266) E. Bernal (Sr., 6-5, 302) 


DEFENSE 
DE: J. Elmore (So., 6-2, 229)* _ Ryan Harklau (Fr., 6-4, 242) 
DT: A. Mays (So., 6-2, 278) J. Mitchell (So., 6-4, 241) 


NG: G. Schoon (Sr., 6-3, 285)" _C. Brunsvold (Jr., 6-3, 301) 
DT: Rudy Ruffolo (Sr., 6-3, 257)*_T. Thomas (So., 6-2, 259) 
DE: Chin Achebe (So., 6-1, 242)" Kip King (Jr. 6-0, 231) _ 

LB: Dave Brcka (So., 6-2, 235)* Andre Lee (Jr., 6-0, 234) 

LB: Derrik Clark (Sr., 6-4, 245)" _M. Cooper (Sr., 6-1, 215)" 
CB: D. Anderson (Jr., 5-8, 168)*_D. D'nsmore (Fr., 5-10, 194) 
CB: Kevin Hudson (Sr,, 6-0, 178)* K. Knighten (Jr., 6-0, 196) 
SS: Tracy Williams (Sr., 6-0, 220) B. Rutledge (So., 5-11, 214) 
FS: P. Rhamy (Sr, 5-8, 181) Dustin Avey (Fr., 6-3, 199) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Jamie Kohl (Jr., 6-0, 202)* _ Carl Gomez (Fr., 6-2, 195) _ 
P: Carl Gomez (Fr., 6-2, 195) Zac Kimble (So., 6-2, 179) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

Cyclone Stadium will be renamed Jack Trice 
Stadium in honor of the school’s first black 
football player who was injured in a 1923 
game and died two days later. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.iastate.edu/~athletics_info 
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ED WILLIAMS-WR 


Bad news: Iowa State lost all but two games 
last year. Really bad news: Iowa State no longer 
has Troy Davis around to distract them from a 
wretched defense and a rebuilding program that 
has yet to bear fruit as coach Dan McCarney 
heads into his fourth season. 

Davis opted for the NFL after his junior sea- 
son, having become the first player in college 
history to rush for 2,000 yards in multiple sea- 
sons. “The great relationship | have with coach 
McCarney made this a tougher decision,” Davis 
said at the time of his decision. “He is turning 
around the lowa State football program, and I 
will miss being a part of that turn- 
around.” 

McCarney insists that things 
are getting better. Well, maybe this 
is the year he gets some victories to 
support his contention. If so, the 
Cyclones need to show immense 
defensive improvement in addi- 
tion to plugging the whopping 
offensive hole created by Davis’ 
departure. 

But it’s hard to see that hap- 
pening. Anything more than last place in the 
Big 12 North should be viewed as a break- 
through. 


opponents, 
* Darren Davi 


chance. 


OFFENSE: The really bad news might start 
with Davis’ departure, but it doesn’t end there. 
The Cyclones also lose four starters from their 
offensive line plus starting quarterback Todd 
Doxzon. 

The hope is for greater balance. Junior Todd 
Bandhauer replaces Doxzon. He has playing 
experience and a strong arm, in addition to 
good size at 6-foot-3 and 234 pounds. He also 
has a pair of viable receivers in seniors Ed 
Williams and Tyrone Watley, the latter courtesy 
of a successful appeal to the NCAA for an addi- 
tional year of eligibility. 

The running game will again rely on a 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* The defense has to 
at least slow down 


be a reasonable fac- 
simile of his brother. 

* The offensive line 
has to retool enough 
to give Davis a 


Davis—Troy’s younger brother Darren, that is. 
He had 204 yards and 6.8 yards per carry last 
year in spot duty. He’s also armed with a prep 
resumé that mirrors Troy's accomplishments. 
The Cyclones can only hope that lightning 
strikes twice. That, however, would be a tall 
order even without a rebuilt line. 


DEFENSE: lowa State surrendered 484 yards a 
game last year, which accomplished the seem- 
ingly impossible: doing worse than the 1995 
average of 458.4 a game. Perhaps only the ever- 
upbeat McCarey can crunch such numbers 
and see progress. 

“We improved overall,” McCarney. said. 
“Not a lot, not by big steps. Was it good enough 
to win? No. Was it acceptable to me as a head 
coach? No. Did we improve? Yes 

But do opposing offenses still salivate at the 
prospect of facing Iowa State? Like a sports- 
writer on “all-you-can-eat” night. 

If there is a plus, the Cyclones return nine 
starters, most of whom probably had no business 
playing at the Big 12 level last year based on 
their experience and physical maturity. 

The strength appears to be at linebacker, 
where seniors Michael Cooper and Derrik Clark 
join sophomores James Elmore and Dave Breka 
in forming a capable unit that figures to 
improve. Still, just about all jobs are open, 
which they should be after last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Last year, 
the Cyclones’ chief strength— 
other than Davis—was punter 
Mare Harris, who averaged a 
school-record 45.7 yards per 
attempt. He’s gone, and lowa 
State will likely count on Carl 
Gomez, a true freshman. 

Junior Jamie Kohl is a_ solid 
kicker who made 9 of 13 field goals 
in addition to 33 of 34 PATs. His 
offseason priority was to add a little range. 


is must 


RECRUITING: From all indications, this is the 
one area that might measure up to McCarney’s 
optimism. The Cyclones do show signs of 
attracting better players, which, given time 
should pay dividends. 

The best from the latest group appears to be 
freshman. linebacker Reggie Hayward, from 
Dolton, Ill, and JUCO transfer Terrence 
Gullette, a defensive lineman. The Cyclones 
also need Gomez to step in immediately. 

“It’s definitely the best class on paper,” 
McCarney said. “This is our third class, but the 
first time we've been able to recruit with first- 
facilities, and | think it showed.” 


By Bob Dutton, The Kansas City Star 
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BRUCE L.SCHWATZMAN, 


Ir’s hard to believe that just two years ago 
Kansas completed a 10-2 season at No. 9 in the 
polls after hammering UCLA in the Aloha 
Bowl. 

Things have changed. It starts at the top, 
where Terry Allen replaces Glen Mason, who 
left after last year’s 4-7 disaster, going to 
Minnesota. Allen faces a major rebuilding 
effort. The Jayhawks lost their top two playmak- 
ers in running back June Henley and wide 
receiver Isaac Byrd, and must replace perhaps 
their steadiest defensive player in outside line- 
backer Ronnie Ward. 

But Allen remains ebullient about finally 
landing a Division -A job. He's compiled a 75- 
26 record in eight years at LAA Northern lowa, 
which included seven Gateway Conference 
championships. 

“ve always wanted to move on from 
Northern Iowa,” Allen said. “There's been a lot 
of questions about whether a I-AA coach can 
make it at the I-A level.” 

Allen now has bigger concerns: Nebraska, 
Colorado, Kansas State, etc. 


OFFENSE: Senior Matt Johner lost his start- 
ing job late last season because the offense just 
didn’t produce enough points. And_ that 
offense included Henley, the school’s all-time 
leading rusher, and Byrd, a gifted receiver 
whose talents rarely came into full view. 

This year, Johner will be 


ow Kansas 
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TONY BLEVINS-DB 
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DEFENSE: The Jayhawks have the makings 
of a solid defense. There are seven returning 
starters, many of whom played regular roles 
two years ago in the 10-2 season. 

Brett McGraw and Dewey Houston III are 
capable, experienced interior lineman. Still, 
the Jayhawks need a better run defense after 
yielding 215.2 yards a game. 

Junior linebacker Jason Thoren could pro- 
vide a huge boost by returning to his 1995 


form, when he seemed to be in the middle of 


everything. Look for senior Ron Warner to 
see regular duty after getting six sacks and 
showing impact potential last 


KANSAS FACTS 


Coach: Terry Allen, first year; 75-26-0 overall 

’96 Record: 4-7 (2-6 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Memorial Stadium, Lawrence, Kan. 
(60,250; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 12 (3 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Ben Rutz, QB; June Henley, RB; 
Mark Sanders, RB; Eric Galbreath, RB; Kevin Kopp, 
DT; Ronnie Ward, Chris Jones, LB; Isaac Byrd, WR; 
Andre Carter, WR; Jim Moore, TE; Brian Gray, TE; 
Hosea Friday, TE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Matt Johner, Sr., 96-185-1,232 yards, 10 TDs, 
4 INTs. 

Rushing: Eric Vann, Jr., 51 carries, 176 yards, 1 TD. 
Receiving (Catches): Vann, 20, 1 TD. 

Receiving (Yards): Vann, 284, 1 TD. 

Tackles: Tony Blevins, Sr., 91. 

Sacks: Ron Warner, Sr., 6. 

Interceptions: Jason Hants, Sr. 4. 

Punting: Dean Royal, Sr., 38.4 avg. 

Kicking: Jeff McCord, Sr., 8-14 FGs (long 51). 
Scoring: McCord, 58 points, 


1997 SCHEDULE 


8/28 ALA.-BIRM. 
9/6 TCU 

9/13 MISSOURI 
9/20 at Cincinnati 
10/4 OKLAHOMA 
10/11 at Tex. Tech 
10/18 at Colorado 
10/25 NEBRASKA 
11/1 IOWAST. 
11/8 at Kansas St. 
11/15 at Texas 


1996 RESULTS 


BALL STATE; W, 35-10 
at TCU; W, 52-17 

at Utah; L, 45-42 

at Oklahoma; W, 52-24 
TEXAS TECH; L, 30-17 
COLORADO; L, 20-7 
at Nebraska; L, 63-7 
at lowa State; W, 34-31 
KANSAS ST,; L, 38-12 
TEXAS; L, 38-17 

at Missouri; L, 42-25 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


asked to do more with less or 
risk losing his job to incoming 
junior college transfer Akili 
Roberson, who passed for 3,200 
yards and 23 touchdowns in two 
years at Southwest CC in Los 
Angeles. The Jayhawks have a 
number of other quarterbacks on 
scholarship. 

The line requires some retool- 
ing, but there are enough experi- 


enced hands to produce a competitive unit 
despite the unexpected transfer of Cleve 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
* Veteran defense 

must regain the big- 

play quality of 1995. 
* Offense must find a 


playmaker. 

¢ Watch Mason’s 
sharp tongue which 
has often alienated 
fans. 


year as a reserve. Hanson Caston, 
an incoming JUCO AIll- 
America, could also gain a start- 
ing role. 

The secondary returns intact. 
Senior Jason Harris and junior 
Jamie Harris are the starting cor- 
ners, while senior Maurice Gaddie 
and senior Tony Blevins return at 
strong and free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kicker Jeff McCord and 


punter Dean Royal are back for their senior 


QB: Matt Johner (Sr., 6-1, 195) Zac Wegner (So., 6-2, 220) _ 
RB: Eric Vann (Sr., 5-9, 205) Julius Bruce (Jr., 5-9, 195) _ 
RB: Greg Davis (Fr. 5-10, 225) Dustin Curry (Jr., 6-0, 210) _ 
Chandler (So., 5-11, 185) T. Hancock (Fr., 5-10, 160) 
Gordon (So., 5-11, 180)" Quincy Roe (Fr., 5-9, 165) _ 
ian Gray (Jr., 6-3, 225) Jason Gulley (Fr., 6-3, 255) _ 
LT: Michael Lies (Jr., 6-2, 285) _D. Chandler (Sr., 6-7, 320) 
LG: D. Hunt (So., 6-2, 285)" Pat Bishop (Sr., 6-2, 280) 
C:C. Enneking (So., 6-3, 260) _ Bob Schmidt (Fr., 6-1, 265) 
jarc Owen (Fr., "6-2, 295) T. Floyd (Fr., 6~: 
RT: J. Glasgow (Jr., 6-6, 320)* Jerome Parks (Jr., 6-2, 250) 
DEFENSE 


DE: Dion Johnson (So., 6-4, 285) Jeff Redhage (So., 6-6, 260) _ 


NG: B. McGraw (Sr., 6-1, 285)* 


J. Williams (So., 6-4, 275) 


DE: D. Houston (Sr., 6-4, 280)" 


Dan Dercher (Jr., 6-6, 265) _ 


LB: Pat Brown (Jr., 5-11, 210)* J.J. Johnson (Jr, CoE) 


LB: L. Sharpe (Jr., 6-4, 225) 


J. Thoren 6- 


LB: T. Fontenot (So., 5-8, 220) 


Steve Bratten (Jr., a 7 235)_ 


Roberts. Those returning include tackles Justin 
Glasgow, Derrick Chandler and Michael Lies, 
guards Dameon Hunt and Shawn Vang, and 
center Chris Enneking. 

Senior Eric Vann is projected to be the fea- 
tured back. He had 176 yards last year as 
Henley’s caddy. He'll probably pair with senior 
Eric Galbreath, a returning starter who 
blocked more than ran under the old regime. 

The receiving corps has little proven talent 
beyond sophomore wideout John Gordon, 
who caught 16 passes for 240 yards in 1996. 
But the incoming freshman class offers promise 
with Termaine Fulton and Harrison Hill, a pair 
of major in-state talents who stayed with the 
Jayhawks despite the coaching change. 


seasons. Both are solid, but neither qualifies as 
a real weapon. McCord made just eight of 14 
attempts, while Royal’s 38.4-yard average 
ranked 10th in the conference. 

Vann led the Big 12 in kickoff returns, 
averaging 25.1 yards, but the Jayhawks face ¢ 
big hole in replacing Byrd's 19.5-yard average 
on punt returns. 


RECRUITING: Not great, but OK, particular- 
ly in some needed areas. JUCO signees 
Roberson and Caston figure to get a long look 
for starting roles, while freshmen Fulton and 
Hill should boost the receiving corps. 


By Bob Dutton, The Kansas City Star 


LB: Ron Warner (Sr., 6-3, 230) _ Dariss Lomax (Fr., 6-2, 220) 
CB: J. Harris (Sr, 5-10, 170)" _M. Jones (Sr., 5-9, 170) _ 
CB: Jamie Harris (Jr., 5-10, 175)* Avery Randle (Jr., 6-0, 175) __ 


SS: M. Gaddie (Sr., 5-9, 190)* _M. Allen (Jr., 5-10, 190) 
FS: T. Blevins (Sr., 6-0, 180)" _C. Coeliner (So., 5-11, 190) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: Jastin Antispel (Fr., 6-0, 165) Dean Royal (Sr., 6-2, 180) 
P: Dean Royal (Sr., 6-2, 180)* —_J. Antispel (Fr., 6-0, 165) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

° The Jayhawks averaged 42,100 for last 
year’s home games, a jump of 6.3 percent 
over the previous year. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.jayhawks.org 
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KANSAS ST. FACTS 


Coach: Bill Snyder, 9th year, 55-36-1 

96 Record: 9-3 (6-2 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 17 AP, No. 17 USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: KSU Stadium, Manhattan, Kan. 
(42,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 12 (6 off., 4 def., 2 sp. team) 

Key Players Lost: Chris Canty, CB (ist-team All- 
America); Kevin Lockett, WR (8rd-team All-America); 
Nyle Wiren, DE (1st-team All-Big 12); Mario Smith, FS 
(1st-team All-Big 12); Brian Cavanagh, QB (2nd-team 
All-Big 12); Jason Johnson, C (2nd-team All-Big 12) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Jonathan Beasley, So., 8-19-118 yards, 1 TD, 
TINT. 

Rushing: Mike Lawrence, Sr., 209 carries, 982 yards, 
10 TDs. 

Receiving (Catches): Lawrence, 27, 0 TDs. 
Receiving (Yards): Jarrett Grosdidier, Sr., 187, 3 TDs 
Tackles: Mark Simoneau, So., 111. 

Sacks: Simoneau, 3.5. 

Interceptions: Travis Ochs, Jr. 2. 

Punting: James Garcia, Jr., 44.3 avg. 

Kicking: Jamie Rheem, Soph., 4-8 FGs (long 51), 43- 
43 PATs 


Scoring; Lawrence, 60 points. 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 atNo. Illinois TEXAS TECH; W, 21-14 
9/13 OHIO INDIANA STATE; W, 59-3 
9/27 B.GREEN CINCINNATI; W, 35-0 
10/4 atNebraska at Rice; W, 34-7 
10/11 MISSOURI NEBRASKA; L, 39-3 
10/18 TEXAS A&M at Missouri; W, 35-10 
10/25 at Oklahoma at Texas A&M; W, 23-20 
11/1 at Texas Tech OKLAHOMA; W, 42-35 
11/8 KANSAS at Kansas; 38-12 
11/15 COLORADO at Colorado; L, 12-0 
11/22 at lowa State IOWA STATE; W, 35-20. 
BYU; L, 19-15* 
*Cotton Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: J. Beasley (So., 6-5, 250) Adam Helm (So., 6-2, 190) 
RB: M. Law'nce (Sr. 5-10, 190)"_M. Charles (Jr,, 5-10, 195) 
FB: Brian Goolsby (Jr., M. Ganj (Sr., 5-11, 

WR: D. Robinson (Jr., 5-7, 145) __ Brian Jackson (Jr, $0,160) 
WR: Troy Hackney (Sr., 6-1, 200) _E. Burnett (Jr., 6-3, 195) 
TE: J. Grosdidier (Sr., 6-5, 250)" Justin Swift (Jr, 6-4, 245) _ 
LT: Todd Weiner (Sr., 6-5, 280)" _R. Cummings (Fr., 6-5, 275) 
LB: Jeremy Martin (Jr., 6-3, 300)" Mike Munson (Jr., 6-3, 300) 
C: Kendyl Jacox (Sr, 6-2, 320)* Brian Nabours (Jr., 6-3, 270) 
RG: lan Moses (So., 6-4, 290) __D. Mcintyre (Jr., 6-2, 300)__ 
RT: Ryan Young (Jr., 6-6, 320)* Grant Reves (Fr., 6-6, 290) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Mike Bush (Jr,, 6-3, 230) __N. McCoy (Jr, $42 275) 
DT: D. Mcintosh (So, 6-5, Ben Jiminez 
DT: Jerome Evans (Sr., 6-6, 305)* J.B. Clements (Jr., Ce 245) 
DE: D. Howard (So., $4,239) Travis Litton (So., 6-3, 215) _ 


LB: Travis Ochs (Jr, 6-3, 225)" David Conley (Jr, 6-2, 200) 
LB: T. Williams (So., 6-2, 220) _C. Wehrman (Sr. 6-1, 210) _ 
LB: M. Simoneau (so, 6-0, 225)* Derek 5-10, 1 


CB: D. Denmark (Sr., 5-9, 175) __D. Carter (Fr., 5-11, 170) 
CB: Keith Black (Jr, 5-10, 180) 

FS: L. Chapman (So., 6-1, 175)* 
‘SS: Monty Spiller (Sr., 6-0, 185) 


Lin Dotson (So., 6-0, 185) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Jamie Rheem (So., 6-3, 165)"_M. Gramatica (Jr, 5-9, 160)* 
P: James Garcia (Jr, 6-2, 195)" J. Rheem (So., 6-3, 165) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

¢ Senior running back Mike Lawrence needs 
just 551 yards to become the school’s all-time 
leading rusher. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.ksu.edu/sportsinfo/ 
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= Kansas State 


TRAVIS OCHS-LB 


Surely, this is the year the Manhattan Project 
collapses. All-America comerback Chris Canty 
left school early for the NFL. Record-setting 
receiver Kevin Lockett is gone, too. An untested 
quarterback. No obvious play-makers. Four new 
starters in the secondary. 

Such talk is certain to drift through the Big 
12 in preseason days. Just as certain, it will infuri- 
ate the Wildcats, who believe theirs is a program 
that reloads rather than rebuilds. 

“On offense, we'll be keeping it up,” senior 
center Kendyl Jacox vows. “On defense, we've 
got a lot of young players coming back. There 
shouldn't be a drop-off at all.” 

Know what? He might be right. 
The Wildcats, 9-3 a year ago, faced 
major overhauls each of the last 
several seasons but head into this 
autumn as one of just six Division 
L-A schools with at least nine vic- 
tories in each of the last four years. 

“There's a lot to look forward 
to,” junior linebacker Travis Ochs 
said. “There's a lot of good, young 
players here, and it’s time to get a look at them.” 

And time to find out if the Wildcats can 
reach postseason for a fifth straight year. 


OFFENSE: Sophomore Jonathan Beasley just 
might be the most physically gifted quarterback 
in coach Bill Snyder's nine years, but he’s also 
the least experienced after seeing limited duty 
last season as a true freshman. 

Snyder's system is quarterback-based. If 
Beasley struggles, so will the Wildcats. 

Lockett’s departure creates a significant hole 
at wide receiver, where the Wildcats must also 
replace Jimmy Dean and Andre Anderson. But 
help could arrive from the recruiting class— 
most likely from junior college transfer Darnell 
Robinson or Parade All-America Julius 
McMillan. 

Senior Mike Lawrence rushed for 982 yards 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* Sophomore QB 
Jonathan Beasley 
must improve. 
* Two steady corner- kic 


backs must emerge 
for the attack-style 
defense. 
© The Wildcats must 
find a go-to receiver. 


last year, but K-State still needs to prove it can 
tun against better defenses. Junior Marlon 
Charles had 484 yards as a backup, and junior 
Eric Hickson returns after missing all of last year 
because of a broken leg. 

The line should be a strength. Tackles Todd 
Weiner, a senior, and Ryan Young, a junior, are 
legitimate NFL prospects. Jacox and the rest are 
an experienced group with plenty of size. 


DEFENSE: The front seven looks solid, but the 
revamped secondary faces a tough chore living 
up to the standards of recent units. It isn’t just 
Canty’s departure. The Wildcats had play-mak- 
ers at all four DB spots. 

This year, senior Demetric Denmark and 
JUCO transfer Keith Black figure to get first look 
at comerback, but the Wildcats are high on red- 
shirt freshmen Adrian Beard and Dyshod Carter. 
The safeties project as sophomore Lamar 
Chapman and senior Monty Spiller. But every- 
thing is subject to change. 

The linebackers appear set. Ochs and sopho- 
more Mark Simoneau might be the conference’s 
best outside pair. Jeff Kelly, a JUCO All 
America, figures to inherit the middle. 

The line has a great interior anchor in 
senior Jerome Evans. Fellow tackle Damion 
McIntosh and end Darren Howard saw exten- 
sive time last year as redshirt freshmen, while 
JUCO transfers Ricky Leung-Wai and Andrae 
Rowe should battle for the other 
outside spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Junior punter 
James Garcia averaged 44.3 yards a 
last year and again offers a 
consistent leg, but 
kicker Jamie Rheem faces a tough 
task in holding his job from junior 
Martin Gramatica, a two-year 
starter who missed all of last year 
because of a leg injury. 

What bears watching is whether new assis 
tant coach Jon Fabris can energize the special 
teams as he did at Iowa State in the early 1990s. 


sophomore 


RECRUITING: In maybe the best-ever class, 
the Wildcats signed three Parade All-Americas 
in McMillan, defensive end Monty Beisel and 
linebacker Ben Leber, Also taken were three 
SuperPrep All-Americas in running back Eric 
Gooden and defensive linemen DeVane 
Robinson and Eric Everly. Add to that 12 JUCO 
players, several of which should contribute 
immediately on defense: Kelly, Leung-Wai, 
Rowe and Black. The ’Cats also got a JUCO Alll- 
America in quarterback Michael Bishop, and 
another in offensive lineman Brien Hanley. 


By Bob Dutton, The Kansas City Star 
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afte Missouri 


Missouri continues to improve under coach 
Larry Smith, who enters his fourth season this 
fall with the Tigers. Sure, at times the progress 
has been glacial, but it is measurable headway 
nonetheless. 

A year ago, Missouri finished 5-6 for its 
13th consecutive non-winning season. The 
Tigers, however, could point to a couple nar- 
row losses that prevented a postseason trip. 
Even so, the offseason focused on the positive. 
The Tigers had won only three games in each 
of their five previous seasons and hadn't won as 
many as five since 1987. Plus, there was that 
promising 42-25 victory over Kansas in the 
season finale. 

“It’s a real big deal,” junior quarterback 
Corby Jones said. “Not as big as seven [victories] 
would have been, which we feel we should have 
had. We didn’t do exactly what we thought we 
could do, but we did more than everybody else 
thought we could do.” 

This year, expectations are on the rise. But 
Missouri faces a tough task in its quest for a win- 
ning season. Their schedule includes Ohio 
State, in addition to conference powers 
Nebraska, Colorado, Texas and Kansas State. 


OFFENSE: The Tigers return eight starters 
from a unit that had little trouble moving the 
ball last year. Senior Brock Olivo rushed for 749 
yards last season; he heads a group of four backs 
who each had at least 500. The 
line also has four starters and plen- 
ty of experienced reserves back 
from last year. 

“We're going to continue to 
run the ball,” senior guard Mike 
Morris promised. 

For its model, Missouri looks to 
Nebraska. Why not? No team 
plays power football like the 
Huskers. 

“We run some ‘Power I’ now,” Smith said. 
“The way Nebraska does it is probably the best 
way to do it. They've got an offense where it’s 
pure I. They've got an offense that is a pro, one- 
back set with three receivers, four receivers. 
They also have an offense with three backs in 
the backfield and two tight ends.” 

To make it work, Jones has to be an effective 
triggerman. A year ago, he completed 54 of 105 
passes for 624 yards. Not great, but if he can hike 
those numbers a little, it might be just enough to 
force opponents to at least respect the pass. 

Also, Missouri needs to protect the ball bet- 
ter. Their 28 turnovers last season tied for worst 
in the conference. 


DEFENSE: Here's the problem. Last season, 
Missouri allowed 394.3 yards a game. But this 
number should improve because, well, it’s hard 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

¢ The defense needs 
to stay healthy and 
reduce last year’s 
average yield. 


° QB Corby Jones 
must be a passing 
threat. 

¢ Limit turnovers. 


CORBY JONES-Q) 


to be that bad for two years in a row—particu- 
larly when your offense is relatively effective at 
shortening the game through a ball-control 
ground attack. 

The Tigers also should be healthier than last 
season, when injuries depleted a unit that need- 
ed everyone at full strength. 

Senior tackle Brian Cracraft and junior end 
Justin Wyatt each show signs of emerging as 
impact players. Senior nose tackle Donnell 
Jones also lends an experienced hand. 

The linebacking corps must replace Darryl 
Chatman and Joe Love, but it has a number of 
players who gained experience last 
year, including senior Kevin Ford. 
The secondary returns strong safety 
Caldrinoft Easter and cornerback 
Randy Potter, both juniors. 

The status of senior cornerback 
Shad Criss remains uncertain due 
to off-the-field problems. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Sophomore 
punter Vince Sebo returns after 
averaging 45.0 yards, but he'll again battle 
junior Jason Smith for regular duties. In con- 
trast, the Tigers need a new kicker to replace 
steady Mark Norris. The top returning candi- 
date is senior Mark Knickman. 


RECRUITING: Missouri often finishes second 
(or worse) on impact recruits from within its 
own borders. In fact, Mizzou lost out on at least 
10 players it coveted from the St. Louis area, 
although it did land two of note: defensive back 
Delvin Devres and quarterback James 
Dougherty. 

In its junior college signings, the Tigers 
sought to bolster their defense with defensive 
lineman William Hawes and_ linebackers 
Kaleon Green and Brian McKeown. 


By Bob Dutton, The Kansas City Star 


MISSOURI FACTS 


Coach: Larry Smith, 4th year, 11-22-1; 121-102-7 
overall 

96 Record: 5-6 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Memorial Stadium/Faurot Field, 
Columbia, Mo. (62,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 16 (8 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Russ Appel, C; Steve Haag, C (3rd- 
team All-Big 12); Bill Lingerfelt, TE; Rahsetnu Jenkins, 
WR; Eric Douglas, DG; Darryl Chatman, ILB; Joe Love, 
ILB (Hon. mention All-Big 12); DeMontie Cross, FS 
(2nd-team All-Big 12) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Corby Jones, Jr., 54-105-624 yards, 5 TDs, 
3 INTs. 

Rushing: Brock Olivo, Sr., 157 carries,, 749 yards, 
5TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Olivo, 22 catches, 2TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Eddie Brooks, Jr., 236 yards, 
2TDs. 

Tackles: Caldrinoff Easter, Jr., 91 

Sacks: Justin Wyatt, Jr, 3 

Interceptions: Terrence Binion, Sr., 2 

Punting: Vince Sebo, So., 45.0 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Jones, 54 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 E.MICHIGAN 


1996 RESULTS 


at Texas; L, 40-10 
MEMPHIS; L, 19-16 
CLEMSON; W, 38-24 
at lowa State; L, 45-31 
at SMU.; W, 27-26 
KANSAS STATE; L, 35-10 
OKLA. ST.; W, 35-28 
COLORADO; L, 41-13 
at Nebraska; L, 51-7 
at Baylor; W, 49-42 
KANSAS; W, 42-25 


9/20 atTulsa 

9/27 OHIO STATE 
10/4 IOWA STATE 
10/11 at Kansas St. 


10/18 TEXAS 
10/25 at Okla. St. 
11/1 at Colorado 
11/8 NEBRASKA 
11/15 BAYLOR 
11/22 at Kansas 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Corby Jones (Jr, 6-1, 227)" Ryan Douglass (Fr., 6-2, 201) 
RB: Brock Olivo (Sr., 6-1, 214)"__ Devin West (Jr., 6-2, 215) 
FB: Ron Janes (Sr., 6-3, 276)" _E. Blackwell (Sr., 6-3, 235) 
WR: Torey Coleman (Sr., 6-2, 195)Jay Murchison (Sr., 6-1, 195) 


WR: Ricky Ross (Sr., 6-0, 181) _ Eddie Brooks (Jr., 6-1, 212)" 
TE: Jake Stueve (Jr., 6-3, 242) _J. Hughes (Fr., 6-4, 219) 

LT: Travis Biebel (Sr., 6-4, 278)" _ Chris Meredity (Jr., 6-5, 285). 
LG: Mike Morris (Sr., 6-3, 310)" _ Mike Silliman (So., 6-5, 310) _ 
C: Rob Ritti (So. 6-3, 271)* M. Valadez (So., 6-2, 292) 


RG: Cliff Smith (Ur, 6-5, 293) __C. Heimburger (Jr., 6-3, 307) 
RT: Todd Neimeyer (Jr., 6-5, 296)" J. Blauberman (Fr, 6-3, 288) 


DEFENSE 


DE:Sam Josue (Sr., 6-2, 227) __Neil Pipkin (Fr., 6-5, 232) 
DT: Brian Cracraft (Sr., 6-3, 257)" S. Erickson (So., 6-4, 263) 


NT: Donnell Jones (Sr., 6-4, 175)" Pat Mingucci (So., 6-2, 266)_ 
DT: Justin Wyatt (Jr., 6-4, 261)" _ Jeff Marriott (So., 6-5, 285)" 
LB: Shawn Sundall (Sr., 6-2, 244) Philip Hickman (Jr., 6-1, 228) 
LB: Kevin Ford (Sr., 6-1, 222)" _Al Sterling (Jr., 5-11, 246) 
LB: Barry Odom (So., 6-0, 220) _Kaleon Green (Jr., 6-2, 221) _ 
DB: Carlos Posey (So., 6-0, 183)_A. Roberton (Fr., 5-10, 168) 
CB: Randy Potter (Jr., 5-10, 179) _A. Roberson (Fr., 5-10, 168)_ 
SS: C. Easter (Jr, 5-10, 190)* _T. Binion (Sr., 603, 187) 

FS; Harold Piersey (Jr., 6-2, 179) Julian Jones (Fr., 5-11, 184) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Vince Sebo (So., 6-1, 224)" _ Jason Smith (Jr, 5-9, 170) 
P:S. Knickman (Sr. 5-11, 228) _ Tim Geiger (So., 5-11, 172) 
* Denotes returning starter 
MILESTONES 


¢ With season-ending victories over Baylor 
and Kansas, Missouri won back-to-back con- 
ference games for the first time since 1992. 

* Senior running back Brock Olivo needs just 
259 yards to break the school career-record of 
2,348 yards set by Darrell Wallace. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.missouri.edu~icawww/index.html 
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NEBRASKA FACTS 


Coach: Tom Osborne, 25th year, 242-49-3 

96 Record: 11-2 (8-1 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 6 AP, USA TODAY/CNN 

Home Stadium: Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 
(72,700; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 11 (6 off., 3 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Chris Dishman, OG (2nd-team All- 
America); Jared Tomich, DE (2nd-team All-America); 
Terrell Farley, LB (3rd-team All-Big 12); Jeff Ogard, DT 
(2nd-team All-Big 12); Michael Booker (2nd-team All- 
Big 12) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Scott Frost, Sr, 104-200-1,440 yards, 13 
TDs, 3 INTs 

Rushing: Ahman Green, Jr., 155 carries, 917 yards, 

7 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Vershan Jackson, Sr., 13, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Jackson, 220 

Tackles: Grant Wistrom, Sr., 75 

Sacks: Wistrom, 9.5 

Interceptions: Ralph Brown, So., 4 

Punting: Jesse Kosch, Sr., 44.7 avg. 

Kicking: Kris Brown, Jr., 12-19 FGs (long 51), 

50-51 PATs 

Scoring: Brown, 86 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


8/30 AKRON 
9/13 C, FLORIDA 


1996 RESULTS 


MICH. ST.; W, 55-14 
at Arizona State; L, 19-0 


9/20 at Washington COLORADO ST,; W, 65-9 
10/4 KANSAS ST. at Kansas State; W, 39-3 
10/11 at Baylor. BAYLOR; W, 49-0 

10/18 TEXAS TECH at Texas Tech; W, 24-10 
10/25 at Kansas KANSAS; W, 63-7 

11/1 OKLAHOMA at Oklahoma; W, 73-21 
11/8 at Missouri MISSOURI; W, 51-7 
11/15 IOWA STATE at lowa State; W, 49-14 


11/28 at Colorado COLORADO; W, 17-12 
vs. Texas; L, 37-27 
vs. Virginia Tech;W, 41-21* 


*Orange Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Scott Frost (Sr., 6-3, 215)" _ F. London (So., 6-0, 175) 
RB: Ahman Green (Jr., 6-0, 220)" D. Evans (So., 5-9, 210) 
FB: J. Makovicka (Jr., 5-11, 235) Billy Legate (Jr., 5-11, 220) _ 
WR: S. Wiggins (Jr, 5-11, 190 __K. Cheatham (Jr,, 6-4, 210) _ 
WR: Jeff Lake (Sr., 6-4, 210) ___ Lance Brown (Jr., 5-11, 190) 
TE: Tim Carpenter (Sr., 6-3, 255)* V. Jackson (Sr., 6-0, 245) 
LT: Fred Pollack (Sr., 6-4, 310) __Adam Julch (So., 6-5, 310)_ 
LG: Aaron Taylor (Sr., 6-1, 305)" _J. Sherman (So., 6-2, 300) 
C: Josh Heskew (Jr., 6-3, 280) __ Matt Baldwin (So., 6-1, 290) 
RG: Jon Zatechka (Sr., 6-2, 290)* M. Hoskinson (Sr., 6-1, 280) 
RT: Eric Anderson (Sr., 6-4, 305)" Jeff Clausen (So., 6-6, 305) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Chad Kelsay (Jr., 6-3, 235) _ Mike Rucker (Jr, 6-6, 250) _ 
DT: Jason Wiltz (Jr., 6-3, 285) Steve Warren (So., 6-3, 275) 
DT: Jason Peter (Sr., 6-5, 285)" Derek Allen (So., 6-3, 280) 
DE: Grant Wistrom (Sr., 6-5, 250)* Travis Toline (Jr., 6-3, 235) 
LB: Brian Shaw (So., 6-0, 215) Tony Ortiz (So., 6-0, 210) 
LB: Jay Foreman (Jr., 6-1, 230)__ J. Jackson (So., 6-0, 225) 
LB: O. McFarlin (Sr, 5-11, 195) __ Eric Johnson (Jr., 6-0, 
CB: Leslie Dennis (Sr., 5-9, 175)_J. Peterson (So., 5-7, 185) _ 
CB: R. Brown (So., 5-11, 180)" __ J. Anderson (Fr., 5-8, 170) 


FS: Eric Warfield (Sr., 6-0, 195) _Clint Finley (Fr., 6-1, 195) 

SS: Mike Brown (So., 6-0, 200) Gregg List (So., 6-0, 195) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: Kris Brown (Jr., 5-10, 205)*__ Ted Retzlaff (Sr., 6-0, 190) 

P: Jesse Kosch (Sr., 6-0, 185)* Bill LaFleur (Jr., 6-0, 205) 

*Denotes returning starter 

MILESTONES 


* Assuming they reach the postseason for a 
29th straight year, the Huskers can even their 
all-time bowl record at 18-18 with a victory. 

* Tom Osborne should get his 250th coaching 
yoy ee enters the season with a record of 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.asiweb.com/lincoln/sports 
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hie Nebraska 


AHMAN GREEN-RB 


Nebraska had just completed an 11-2 season 
by trouncing Virginia Tech, 41-21, in the 
Orange Bowl on New Year's Eve. But there was 
scant joy in Huskerville. Nebraska was about to 
finish at No. 6 in the final polls. After back-to- 
back national championships and a near miss 
the previous year, coming in sixth had all the 
appeal of cold eggs and burned toast on a farm 
morning. 

So, the Huskers made a vow while at Pro 
Player Stadium in Miami, scene of this season’s 
premier game in the Super Alliance bowl setup. 

“The plan is definitely to come back here 
next year for the championship 
game,” junior defensive tackle 
Jason Peter said. “We will be 
ready.” 

First, Nebraska has to negoti- 
ate its way through the Big 12, a 
task it failed to accomplish last 
year when it suffered a stunning 
37-27 upset loss to Texas in the 
conference's first title game. But 
make no mistake, the Huskers 
have the tools to get back to the top. 


leader. 


OFFENSE: With a year's experience, senior 
quarterback Scott Frost ought to be far more 
comfortable running in the Huskers’ [-back- 
based attack. 

Elsewhere, the offense never seems to 
change. Senior center Aaron Taylor is a sure-fire 
All-America and a good bet for the Outland 
Trophy. Senior tackle Eric Anderson and senior 
guard Jon Zatechka are returning starters. 

The backfield has a platoon of talented 
backs. Junior Ahman Green and sophomore 
DeAngelo Evans are likely to split time at 
back. Both battled through injuries last year, but 
Green still managed 917 yards and a 5.9-yard 
average, while Evans had 776 and 5.2. 

Junior fullback Joel Makovicka should step 
in for Brian Schuster after averaging 5.2 yards 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* QB Frost needs to 
become more ofa 


¢ The secondary must 


come together. 
* Someone needs to 


emerge as an 
impact linebacker. 


last year in limited duty. Frost, a terrific athlete 
who played a little defensive back at Stanford 
before transferring, also is a capable runner. 

Senior tight end Vershan Jackson and junior 
split end Kenny Cheatham head a receiving 
corps that gets far too little credit for its blocking 
abilities, particularly downfield when those I- 
backs break into the open. 


DEFENSE: Senior rush end Grant Wistrom is 
an All-America who turned down a chance to 
enter the NFL draft. By returning, he gives the 
Huskers a true playmaker to fuel their attack- 
style defense. 

Peter anchors the line's interior, which could 
also get a boost from junior college transfer Glen 
Matthews. Junior Jay Foreman and senior 
Octavious McFarlin provide experience at line- 
backer. 

Ralph Brown stepped in as a freshman cor- 
nerback last year and more than held his own. 
This year, he is the leader of a secondary that 
must replace its three other starters. Incoming 
JUCO All-America cornerback Brandon 
Harrison, from Blinn (Texas) College, figures to 
get a long look, but there is no shortage of expe- 
rience among the returning candidates, headed 
by senior safety Eric Warfield and senior corner- 
back Leslie Dennis. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Senior punter Jesse Kosch 
and junior kicker Kris Brown 
return; both are solid contributors. 
Kosch averaged 44.7 yards a punt, 
while Brown made 12 of 19 field 
goals, including his only two 
attempts at 50 yards or more. 

But the Huskers’ strength is 
their coverage and return teams. 
Kosch’s net average was 42.5 
yards, meaning opponents man- 
aged just 2.2 yards a return on his 
kicks. In contrast, Nebraska’s punt return 
team averaged 10.6 yards. On offense, the 
Huskers averaged 25.2 yards a return and lim- 
ited opponents to 16.9. 


RECRUITING: Harrison and former high 
school All-America Joe Walker should help the 
secondary. Walker signed last year with Baylor 
but missed the season after failing to meet acad- 
emic requirements. 

The Huskers possibly did land their quarter- 
back of the future in either Eric Crouch of 
Omaha, Neb., or Bobby Newcombe of 
Albuquerque, N.M. Both are Parade All- 
Americas. The other top name in the class is 
Kyle Vanden Bosch of Larchwood, Iowa, who 
projects as an impact rush end. 


By Bob Dutton, The Kansas City Star 
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ROBERT SEALE /ALLSPORT 


Baylor 


There is a new coach, a new offensive phi- 
losophy, and a new defensive scheme. What 
has not changed at Baylor is the players. When 
you consider that after a 3-0 start the Bears fell 
apart and finished 4-7—with a 1-7 record in 
their first taste of the Big 12—having so many 
returning players could be a mixed blessin: 

But Dave Roberts moves in, promising an 
offense that will throw the ball downfield 
confidently, and a defense that will be physi- 
cal in the 4-3 that once had worked well for 
the Bears. This team, if nothing else, will not 
be the push-over that it had become down 
the stretch last season, costing Chuck Reedy 
his job. 


J, 


Following last year’s late-season disaster, the 
Bears must be more than merely improved. The 
schedule is a nightmare, opening with Miami 
(Fla.), followed by trips to Fresno State and 
Michigan. Baylor has home-field advantage 
against Big 12 contenders Texas and Nebraska, 
but must play Texas AGM on their turf. 


OFFENSE: For all the Bears’ offensive prob- 
lems, Roberts might have been surprised to find 
such a solid and experienced offensive line 
waiting for him, along with an outstanding col- 
jection of backs. The Bears return four starters 
on the line, but the other lineman might be the 
best. David Davis returns after a summer auto 
accident forced him to sit out last season. 
Michael Johnson is an outstand- 
ing tackle, and Roberts plans to 
move 6-foot-6, 360-pound defen- 
sive tackle Darrin Fletcher to the 
offensive side. 

Jerod Douglas is a proven 
tailback who could become the 
most prolific back ever at Baylor. 
However, 
pushed by Elijah Burkins. Darrell 
Bush, a redshirt freshman, is 
to allow Roberts to 
move Dexter Ford to fullback. 

The key to the offense, however, could be 
the success at quarterback. Jeff Watson and 
Jermaine Alfred have had their moments, but 
not all have been good. Odell James, perhaps 
the most coveted 
sat out last season with reconstructive knee 
surgery, but he should be ready by fall. But his 
impact could be limited because of the substan- 
tial head starts enjoyed by Watson and Alfred. 
Mark Cogdill, a converted quarterback, could 
emerge as a go-to-receiver. 


Douglas could be 
maturity. 


expecte: 


recruit to ever choose Baylor, 


DEFENSE: Roberts will take the Bears from 
three linemen to four, but he might have a hard 
time finding enough players to fill the job. 
Dwight Johnson and Justin Snow played a bit 
last season as ends. James Calvin, who moved 


© Watson or Alfred 
must establish 
themself at QB. 

© Defensive line 


must shape up. 
¢Team handles 
brutal schedule 
with resolve and 


hi, 


from fullback, is about all there is at tackle, 
although Anthony Williams, who will move 
from the offensive line, might help. 

Linebacker has a little more experience, 
but not much. Clarence Cruse and Glenn Coy 
have played, but Jason Jackson, who showed 
flashes down the stretch last season, could be 
the key. 

The secondary is similarly shaky. Joe Manor 
returns after sitting out last season with acade- 
mic problems; he could be outstanding at one 
corner. Rodney Artmore has played well at 
safety. But the Bears will be searching for help 

throughout the defense. 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kyle 
Atteberry got off to a decent start 
as a place-kicker, but did not show 
the powerful leg of his older broth- 
er, former Baylor punter Ty 
Atteberry. Kyle struggled with the 
longer kicks, although that is not 
unusual for a true freshman. With 
Ty gone, transfer Matt Bryant will 
be the favorite at punter. 

Douglas is among the nation’s best kick 
returners, and he might get a look at returning 
punts. Burkins or Bush might also be return 
specialists to watch. 


RECRUITING: The Bears did not bring in the 
haul of its recent past, but they did remarkably 
well considering Roberts’ late start. Defensive 
back Samir Al-Amin could help quickly. 
Although there is not the immediate need for 
help on the offensive line that Baylor certainly 
has at other positions, impact offensive line- 
men Steve York and Luke Nichols were the big 
names to choose Baylor. Outside linebacker 
Derek Jackson could also make his presence 
known ina hurry. 


By Jonathan Feigen, The Houston Chronicle 


BAYLOR FACTS 


Coach: Dave Roberts, 1st year; 63-50-3 overall 

*96 Record: 4-7-0 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Floyd Casey Stadium, Waco, Texas 
Returning Starters: 15 (8 off., 7 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Jerome Jackson, RG; Ka. 
Muhammad, WR; Donnie Embra, LB; Robert Mason, 
LB; Dean Jackson, LB; Ty Atteberry, P 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Jermaine Alfred, Jr., 90-184, 1,148 yards, 8 
TDs, 5 INTs 

Rushing: Jerod Douglas, Sr., 117 carries, 747 yards, 

5 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Mark Cogdill, So., and Morris 
Anderson, Jr., 13 

Receiving (Yards): Anderson, 163, 2 TDs 

Tackles: Rodney Artmore, Sr., 91 

Sacks: Glenn Coy, Sr., 3 

Interceptions: Rodney Smith, So., and Don Arroyo, 
So.,1 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Kyle Attebury, So., 4-10 FGs (long 39); 

35-36 PATs 

Scoring: Attebury, 50 


1997 SCHEDULE 


MIAMI 

at Fresno St. 
at Michigan 
TEX. TECH 
10/11 NEBRASKA 
10/18 at Oklahoma 
10/25 at lowa St. 
11/1 TEXAS 

11/8 at Tex. A&M 
11/15 at Missouri 
11/22 OKLA. ST. 


1996 RESULTS 


vs. La. Tech; W, 24-16 
at Louisvill 4-13 
OREGON ST; W, 42-10 
at Texas Tech; L, 45-24 
at Nebraska; L, 49-0 
OKLAHOMA; L, 28-24 
IOWA ST,; W, 49-21 

at Texas; L, 28-23 
TEXAS A&M; L, 24-7 
MISSOURI; L, 49-42 

at Oklahoma St.; L, 37-17 


8/30 
9/6 

9/20 
10/4 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 

QB: Jeff Watson (Sr,, 5-11, 215) J, Alfred (Jr, 6-1, 216)* 

RB: Jerod Douglas (Sr., 5-9, 180)* Darrell Bush (Fr., 5-8, 186) 
FB: A. Overstreet (Sr., 5-11, 218)_R. Jackson (So., 5-10, 245)_ 
WR: D. Thompson (So., 6-2, 205) G. Patterson (Sr., 6-1, 211) _ 
WR: Nikia Codie (Jr., 6-3, 195) _M. Anderson (Jr., 6-2, 190) 
TE: Bradley Domel (Sr., 6-4, 236)". Chad Chmelar (Jr., 6-3, 233) 
LT: David Davis (Sr., 6-3, 315) Larry McRae (So., 6-4, 272) | 
LG: Kelvin Garmon (Jr. 6-1, 290)* Brian Sutton (So., 6-2, 262) _ 
C: Danny Fletcher (Jr., 6-6, 338)_T. Summers (So., 6-1, 250) _ 
RG: M. Johnson (Sr. 6-3, 292)* _T. Summers (So., 6-1, 250) _ 
RT: Derrick Fletcher (Jr., 6-6, 338) Carlos Rocha (So., 6-2, 286) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Glenn Coy (Sr., 6-4, 245)*_C. Foster (So., 6-1, 235) 
DT: D.Johnson (So., 6-4, 271)" __ James Calvin (So., 6-2, 280) 
DT: Chris Sampy (Jr., 6-0, 262)* _ Ellis Cotton (Fr., 6-3, 285) 
DE: Justin Snow (So, 6-3, 235) __Clifton Rubin (Sr., 6-1, 225) _ 
LB: Clarence Cruse (Jr., 6-3, 224)" M.Bowie (Fr., 6-2, 238) 
LB: Jody Littleton (Sr., 6-1, 230) _K. Micheaux (Fr., 6-1, 225) 
LB: Kenyada Parker (Jr., 6-1, 230) J. Jackson (So., 6-0, 210) 
CB: Joe Manor (Sr., 5-10, 160) _D. Wiltuener (Fr., 5-7, 165) _ 
CB: Robert Neal (So., 5-8, 175)*_M. Anderson (Sr., 5-10, 190) 
SS: S. Armisstead (So., 5-10, 160) R. Smith (So., 6-0, 208) 
FS: C. Henderson (Jr., 5-9, 180) D. Smith (Fr., 5-11, 180) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Matt Bryant (Jr., 5-8, 165) __K. Atteberry (So., 6-0, 175)*_ 
P: K. Atteberry (So., 6-0, 175) Matt Bryant (Jr, 5-8, 165) 
* Denotes returning starter 
MILESTONES 


* Jerod Douglas needs 170 yards to move 
past Alfred Anderson ( 2,424 career yards) into 
second place on Baylor’s career rushing list 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.baylor.edu/~athletics 
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OKLAHOMA FACTS 


Coach: John Blake, 2nd year, 3-8 

96 Record: 3-8 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Memorial Stadium, 
Oklahoma (75,004; grass) 

Returning Starters: 17 (7 off., 9 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Tyrell Peters, LB (All-Big 12) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Justin Fuente, Sr., 91-196-1,271 yards, 8 
TDs, 10 INTs 

Rushing: De’Mond Parker, So., 180 carries, 1,184 
yards, 10 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Stephen Alexander, Sr., 22, 2 
TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Alexander, 438, 2 TDs 

Tackles: Gana Joseph, So., 66 
Sacks: Travian Smith, Sr., 6 
Interceptions: Terry White, Jr., 
Burroughs, Sr., 1 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Jeremy Alexander, Sr., 10-21 FGs (long 50), 
27-29 PATs 

Scoring: De’Mond Parker, 60 points 


Norman, 


and Ramon 


1997 SCHEDULE 


8/23. vs. N'western: 
9/6 SYRACUSE 
9/20 at California 
9/27 LOUISVILLE 
10/4 atKansas 
10/11 vs. Texas 
10/18 BAYLOR 
0/25 KANSAS ST. 
11/1 atNebraska 
11/8 OKLA.ST. 
11/15 TEXAS A&M 
11/22 at Texas Tech 


1996 RESULTS 


TEXAS CHRISTIAN; L, 20-7 
at San Diego St; L, 51-31 
TULSA; L, 31-24 
KANSAS; L, 52-24 

v. Texas; W, 30-27 

at Baylor; 

at Kansas St.; L, 42-35 
NEBRASKA; L, 73-21 

at Oklahoma St.; W, 27-17 
at Texas A&M; L, 33-16 
TEXAS TECH; L, 22-12 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Justin Fuente (So., 6-3, 188)* Eric Moore (Jr., 6-0, 
RB: J. Fazande (Jr, 6-0, 259) 
RB: D. Parker (So., 5-10, 182) 
WR: C. Blocker (Jr., 6-1, 207) 
WR: G. Williams (Jr, 6-3, 188)* 
TE: S. Alexander (Sr., 6-4, 230)" 
LT: Jay Smith (Jr, 6-3, 281)" __ Tim Conley (Jr., 6-6, 318) 
LG: A. Carpenter (Fr., 6-3, 200) _Jon Mulac (Sr., 6-4, 276) 
C: Bruce McClure (Sr., 6-5, 282)" Tim Macias (Jr., 6-2, 264) 
RG: Greg Moyer (Jr., 6-2, 253) __ Ricky Clark (So., 6-2, 300) 
RT: S, Williams (Sr., 6-5, 312) Barry Giles (Sr., 6-5, 306)* 


DEFENSE 
DE: Mike Phipps (Sr., 6-2, 261) _ Shaq Brown (Sr., 6-5, 283) 
LT: Kelly Gregg (Jr., 6-0, 275)" _S. Williams (So., 6-4, 279) 
DE: C. Burton (So., 6-5, 272) Ryan Allen (So., 6-2, 255) 
RT: Martin Chase (Sr., 6-2, 293)" Ryan Fisher (Fr., 6-3, 277) 
LB: Travian Smith (Sr., 6-6, 227)" _C. Justice (So., 6-1, 216)* 
LB: T. Malone (Jr., 6-2, 228) Corey Ivy (Sr., 6-1, 232) 
LB: D. Allen (So., 6-2, 208) B. Berg ((Fr., 6-2, 208) 
CB: P. Woods (Sro., 5-8, 180) _C. Stephens (Jr,, 5-9, 185)" 
CB: Mike Woods (So., 5-11, 180)_R. Burrghs (Sr., 5-11, 180) _ 
SS: Terry White (Jr., 5-10, 192)" _B. Daniels (So., 5-10, 213) 
FS: Gana Joseph (Jr., 6-0, 202)* R. Rideau (So., 5-10, 195) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: J. Alexander (Sr., 5-10, 181)* _S. Daniels (So., 5-10, 165) 
P: Jason Freeman (dr., 6-3, 238) G. Don Moore (Fr., 6-1, 195) 


475) 
M. Rose (Sr., 5-11, 238) 
Bennie Butler (So., 6-0, 208) 
J. Jackson (So., 5-8, 181) 


T. Barnes (So., 5-11, 202) 
J. Freeman (Jr., 6-3, 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Tight end Stephen Alexander needs 40 
catches and 594 yards receiving to pass Eddie 
Hinton as the school’s all-time leader in both 
categories. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.uoknor.edu/athweb 
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@ Oklahoma 


STEPHEN ALEXANDER-TE 


Last season, Oklahoma lost its first four 
games, creating the worst start in 35 years. 
Adding to their misfortune was the fact that they 
met teams like Texas Christian, San Diego State 
and Tulsa—and all of those games counted. 

“We started at the bottom, honestly,” coach 
John Blake said. 

But just when the Sooners appeared to be 
spinning out of control, they battled back from 
an 11-point fourth quarter deficit to beat rival 
Texas, the eventual Big 12 champion, in over- 
time. The Sooners won three of their last seven 
games—a step toward rebuilding a program 
that, since 1950, has won more national titles 
(six) than any other school. This 
season, however, a tough non-con- 
ference schedule, which includes 
games against Northwestern, 
Syracuse and Cal, will make a fast 


start difficult. teams 


* Improve a pass 
defense that 
allowed 24 touch- 
downs and had only 
five interceptions. 


OFFENSE: The Sooners return 
14 starters. Sort of. Fourteen play- 
ers started at least two games in 
the Sooners perpetual motion 
offense, and only one, center Bruce McClure, 
started more than nine. That upheaval should 
pay off this fall, with experience at every posi- 
tion. 

Sophomore De’Mond Parker makes half- 
back an immediate strength. He rushed for 
1,184 yards, despite splitting time with James 
Allen, and he is expected to team with Jermaine 
Fazande, a 6-foot-0, 259-pounder, who should 
be able to clear some holes. 

McClure, heads a unit that returns four 
starters. This is an area which Blake concentrat- 
ed on in the spring, partly because of the 25 
sacks allowed last season. Adam Carpenter, pro- 
jected as the starting left guard, is the most 
impressive of a solid group of linemen that red- 
shirted last year as freshmen. 

Justin Fuente and Eric Moore remain locked 
in a battle for the starting quarterback job they 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

* Takeaways must 
increase. 

* Rebuild special 


split last year when they combined to complete 
only 44 percent of their passes. Though coming 
out of the spring, Fuente emerged as the leader. 
Four of the top five wide receivers return, but 
combined, they only had 31 receptions last fall. 

Main target Stephen Alexander underwent 
surgery on the shoulder he injured against 
Nebraska last year. He sat out much of the 
spring contract, but the senior tight end is 
expected to be at full speed for the fall. 


DEFENSE: Stopping the run was not a prob- 
lem for the Sooners last year, but defending the 
pass was. Opposing passers threw 24 touchdown 
passes against the Sooners—a large part of the 
reason that their pass efficiency rating was 
102nd out of 111 NCAA Division I-A teams. 

Junior Kelly Gregg and Martin Chase are 
solid at defensive tackle and could contend for 
postseason honors. At end, senior Mike Phipps 
and sophomore Cornelius Burton played limit- 
ed roles last season but are expected to start. 

Travian Smith, who led the team in sacks 
last season with six, returns at outside line- 
backer. Filling the other two spots was the main 
defensive focus in the spring, and Terrance 
Malone and Dale Allen will enter the preseason 
as the starters. The loss of Chris Justice for the 
year to disciplinary action hurts. 

Gana Joseph, a potential all-league player, 
and Terry White are established at safety. 
Solidifying the cornerback spots is 
aconcern. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Special 
attention will be paid to blocking 
for kicks and punts. Last year, two 
field goals and three punts were- 
blocked, with all of the latter being 
returned for touchdowns. 

Kicker Jeremy Alexander 
kicked three field goals in the 
upset win over Texas and then missed his 
next five attempts, finishing the season with 
only 10 makes in 21 attempts. Junior Jason 
Freeman is expected to take over the punting 
duties. Jarrail Jackson averaged 8.9 yards per 
punt return last season. 


RECRUITING: Rocky Bright of Tulsa 
Washington and Corey Callens of Jenks, the 
consensus state defensive player of the year, 
could play immediately. Brandon Moore of 
Freeport, N.Y., is the best of four talented line- 
backer recruits. Six junior college recruits, 
including two offensive linemen, could play 
early. Despite questions at quarterback, the 
Sooners signed only one, Jarrod Reese of 
Seminole, who could wind up at defensive back. 


By Mark Wangrin, The Austin (Texas) American- 
Statesman 


Olvsou soa 


PHOTO CAPTION GOES HERE. 


oSt Oklahoma State 


As a first-team All-Big 12 tight end, 
Cowboys senior Alonzo Mayes draws plenty of 
accolades. But Mayes is not in a class by himself. 
He's in there with tailback Andre Richardson 
and starting offensive linemen Calvin 
Menephee and Josh Henson—the only seniors 
ona young Cowboys roster. 

With coach Bob Simmons abandoning 
OSU's long-term reliance on junior college 
transfers for an emphasis on freshmen recruits, it 
is possible the Cowboys will improve on last sea- 
son’s 5-6 mark and earn their first winning sea- 
son and bowl berth since 1988. 

“We have a chance now, if we do the right 
things in the offseason,” Simmons said cautious- 
ly. “I'm not saying we're going to turn the cor- 
ner, but we're moving in that direction.” 

As young as they are, the Cowboys return 
nine starters on an offense that relied too much 
on departed senior tailback David Thompson. 
They also welcome back six starters on a defense 
that was among the most generous against the 
run in Division I, giving up an average of 225.4 
yards a game. Fixing those shortcomings are 
among the first tasks Simmons faces. 


OFFENSE: The Cowboys have always been 
able to reload rather than rebuild at running 
back. This year should not be much different. 
Richardson, the 1994 Big Eight Freshman of the 
Year who spent the last two years finishing up 
for Thompson, has a 5.9 career 
rushing average and the skills to 
give OSU a solid rushing game. 

How well Richardson does, 
though, depends largely on finding 
aconsistent quarterback in a three- 
way race. The most experienced 
candidate and early leader, Chris 
Chaloupka, has a strong arm and is 
best when throwing on the run. 
Transfer Joe Phears is quicker but 
not as accurate. Redshirt freshman Tony Lindsay 
has the most ability but the least experience. 

Four starters return on an offensive line that, 
save for 6-foot-8, 310-pound left tackle David 
Camacho, is smaller than average but profi- 
cient, allowing only 14 sacks last season. 

Mayes (6-6, 265) is a big target who can run, 
but he caught only 30 passes last year to lead the 
Cowboys in receiving. Secondary receiving tar- 
gets Willie Grissom and Terrance Richardson 
need to step up production after combining for 
only 31 catches last season. 


defense, 


DEFENSE: Raymond Cato, a former defensive 
back who led the team in tackles with 119, and 
Kenyatta Wright, who moved into the starting 
lineup in the sixth game but still ranked second 
in tackles, form an important element in the 
Cowboys’ switch from a 3-4 toa 4-3 alignment. 


_GRIESE'S 3 KEYS _ 


* Buckle down on run 


* Andre Richardson 
must emerge as a 


performer and a 
leader. 
* Settle on a quarter- 
back early and 
make it stick. 


ANDRE RICHARDSON-WR 


A rebuilding defensive line, headed by return- 
ing end Andrel Waddle (37 tackles, 3.5 sacks), 
gets a boost from the return of tackle Jamel 
Williams, who spent last season at Kemper 
Military Academy working on his grades. 
Williams was among the most productive defend- 
ers two seasons ago, with 73 tackles and six sacks. 

Three starters return from a secondary that 
allowed 7.5 yards per pass attempt last season. 
Sophomore comerhacks J.B. Flowers and Alvin 
Porter were part-time starters, and their develop- 
ment has allowed Simmons to move R.W, 
McQuarters to free safety, where he can better 
exploit his knack for closing on the ball. Knocked 
out of action late in the year by a 
broken ankle, the __ versatile 
McQuartets returned to play for the 
last four games with the OSU bas- 
ketball team and participated in 
spring drills. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Punter Jason 
Davis came in from Blinn (Texas) 
JC and promptly averaged 44.0 
yards per attempt, the fourth-best 
single season average in OSU history. 

As a freshman last season, Tim Sydnes 
missed only one of 28 PAT attempts and was 
perfect inside 30 yards, but hit only 3 of 7 
between 30 and 39 yards. He could face a chal- 
lenge from freshman Russell Schwettmann. 

A healthy McQuarters means the Cowboys 
should again be dangerous on kick returns. 
Before his injury, McQuarters averaged 13.4 
yards on 10 punt returns. 


RECRUITING: The Return of Jamel Williams 
was a big plus, but so was the addition of fellow 
defensive linemen Alton Weaver of Kemper 
Military Academy and Sean Clavelle of Fresno 
City College. Defensive back Jarmaine Jones of 
Dallas Carter could be another impact player. 


By Mark Wangrin, The Austin (Texas) American- 
Statesman 


OKLAHOMA ST. FACTS 


Coach: Bob Simmons, 3rd year, 8-14 

°96 Record: 5-6 (2-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Lewis Field, Stillwater, Okla. (50,614; 
artificial) 

Returning Starters: 17 (9 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: David Thompson, RB (2nd-team 
All-Big 12); Tone’ Jones, QB (four-year starter); Trent 
Fisher, DB; Jitu Criddle, DB; Louis Adams, LB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Chris Chaloupka, So., 15-45-269 yards, 1 
TD, 1 INT 

Rushing: Andre Richardson, Sr., 89 carries, 447 yards, 
3TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Alonzo Mayes, Sr., 30, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Mayes, 512 

Tackles: Raymond Cato, So., 119 

Sacks: Andrel Waddle, Jr., 3.5 

Interceptions: R.W. McQuarters, Jr., 2 

Punting: Jason Davis, Sr., 44.0 avg. 

Kicking: Tim Sydnes, So., 12-19 FGs (long 55); 
27-28 PATs 

Scoring: Sydnes, 63 points 


1996 RESULTS 


SW MISSOURI; W, 23-20 
vs. Texas Tech; L, 31-3 
TULSA; W, 30-9 

UTAH STATE; W, 31-17 
at Texas; L, 71-14 

at Colorado; L, 35-13 
IOWA STATE; W, 28-27 
at Missouri; L, 35-28 (OT) 
TEXAS A&M; L, 38-19 
OKLAHOMA; L, 27-17 
BAYLOR; W, 37-17 


1997 SCHEDULE 


8/30 atlowa State 
9/6 atSWLa. 

9/13 FRESNO STATE 
9/27 NELA. 

10/4 TEXAS 


10/11 COLORADO 
10/25 MISSOURI 
11/1 at Texas A&M 
11/8 at Oklahoma 
11/15 TEXAS TECH 
11/22 at Baylor 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
ge: C. Chaloupka (So., 6-3, 195) Joe Phears (Jr., 6-2, 200) 
Rich’dson (Sr., 5-9, 190) _N. Simmons (So., 5-10, 190) 
: Brian Aikins (Jr. 245)" Kevin Brown (So., 6-2, 240) _ 
WR: W. Grissom (Jr., 5-11, 190)* Sean Love (Jr., 5-11, 180) 
WR: T. Rich'dson Wr, 5-10, 190)°T. Coleman (So. 5:9, 170) 
TE: Alonzo Mayes (Sr., 6-6, 265)* Greg Brown (Jr., 6-2, 230) 
LT: D. Camacho (Jr., 6-8, 310) A. Golembieski (So., 6-5, 265) 
LG: Josh Henson (Sr., 6-2, 250)* Blaine Cook (So., 6-4, 255) _ 
C: R, Lavigne (So., 6-1, 270)*__ Josh Henson (Sr., 6-2, 250) _ 
RG: Jeremy Ofutt (Jr., 6-5, 260)* Adam Davis (So., 6-6, 240) 
RT: C. Menephee (Sr., 6-2, 320)* Kevin Kemp (So., 6-6, 300) 


DEFENSE 
DE: B, Ashley (Sr., 6-5, 255)* Alton Weaver (Sr., 6-5, 275) 
DT: D. Cook (So., 6-4, 280)" ___Zac Akin (So., 6-1, 225) 
DT: C. Mallory (So., 6-3, 255) _J. Williams (Jr., 6-3, 255) 
DE: Andrel Waddle (Jr., 6-2, 225) Taber LeBlanc (Jr., 6-3, 235) 
Knauls (Jr., 6-3, 230) J. Thomas (So., 6-3, 220) 
. Wright (So., 6-2, 225)" Billy Stone (Jr., 6-1, 230) 
. Cato (Jr, 6-1, 220)* Josh Green (Jr., 6-0, 220) 
Ivin Porter (So., 6-0, 180)__M. Simpson (So., 6-0, 190) _ 
.B. Flowers (So., 6-2, 190)* K. Williams (Sr., 6-0, 186) 
SS: Chris Carter (So., 6-3, 190) _A. Edwards (So., 6-2, 200) 
FS: R.W. McQ'rters (Jr, 5-11, 190)" C. Thompson (Jr., 6-3, 195) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Tim Syndes (So., 6-2, 180)" Seth Condley (So., 6-0, 200) 
P: Jason Davis (Sr., 6-0, 215)" _R. Sch’tman (So., 6-0, 190) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

¢ Oklahoma State’s five victories last season 
were the most since its 10-win campaign of 
1988. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www2.okstate.edu/athletics 
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TEXAS FACTS 


Coach: John Mackovic, 6th year, 37-21-2; 81-57-3 
overall 

’96 Record: 8-5 (7-2 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 23 AP, USA Today/CNN 

Home Stadium: Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial 
Stadium, Austin, Texas (75,512; grass) 

Returning Starters: 14 (6 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Dan Neil, OG (ist-team All- 
America, UT MVP); Pat Fitzgerald (1st-team All- 
America); Bryant Westbrook, CB (ist-team All- 
America); Mike Adams, WR (2nd-team All-Big 12); 
Chris Carter, FS (8rd-team All-Big 12); Tyson King, LB; 
Shon Mitchell, RB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: James Brown, Sr., 170-299-2,468 yards, 17 
TDs, 12 INTs 

Rushing: Ricky Williams, Jr, 205 carries, 1,272 yards, 
12 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Williams, 25, 2 TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Wane McGarity, Jr, 318, 4 TDs 
Tackles: Aaron Humphrey, So, 106 

Sacks: Will Goodloe, So., 5 

Interceptions: Dwight Kirkpatrick, Sr., 2 

Punting: Mark Schultis, Sr., 39.6 avg. 

Kicking: Phil Dawson, Sr., 19-25 FGs (long 53), 

51-54 PATs 

Scoring: Dawson, 108 


peste 30) 811996 RESULTS 


9/6 RUTGERS MISSOURI; W, 40-10 
9/13 UCLA NEW MEXICO ST,; W, 41-7 
9/27 atRice NOTRE DAME; L, 27-24 
10/4 at Okla. St. at Virginia; L, 37-13 
Was Sere" | OKLAHOMA ST,; 
| at Oklahoma; L, 

at Colorado; L, 28-24 
BAYLOR; W, 28-23 

at Texas Tech; W, 38-32 
at Kansas; W, 38-17 
TEXAS A&M; W, 51-15 
vs. Nebraska; W, 37-27 
PENN ST,; L, 38-15* 

* Fiesta Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: James Brown (Sr., 6-0, 195)* R. Walton (Jr., 6-5, 210) 
RB: Ricky Williams (Jr., 6-0, 220)* J. Clayton (Sr., 5-10, 200) 
RB: G. Coleman (Sr., 6-0, 232) _Je. Clayton (Sr., 5-10, 200) _ 
WR: M. Scarbor'gh (Jr., 6-0, 190)_D. Armstrong (So., 6-1, 192) 
WR: W. McGarity (Jr, 5-8, 190) _ Bryan White (Jr,, 5-10, 180) 
TE: Derek Lewis (So., 6-2, 230) _ Steve Bradley (Sr., 6-3, 252) 


10/25 COLORADO 


11/1 at Baylor 
11/8 TEXAS TECH 
11/15 KANSAS: 
11/28 at Tex. ARM 


LT: O. Bishop (Jr, 6-5, 320)* Mike Garcia (Fr., 6-6, 276) 
LG: Roger Roesler (So., 6-5, 305) Travis Wood (Jr., 6-2, 280) 


C: Ryan Fiebiger (Sr., 6-3, 282)*_R. Gaskamp (Jr., 6-4, 290) 
RG: Ben Adams (Jr., 6-5, 305)" Joe Hubbard (Fr., 6-4, 295) _ 
RT; Jay Humphrey (Jr, 6-7, 295)* Brent Kelly (Sr. 6-6, 290) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Gray Mosier (Jr, 6-5, 260)* _C. Woodard (So., 6-2, 270) 
DT: C. Hampton (So., 6-1, 315)*_ Derrick Curry (Fr., 6-4, 275)_ 
ot Chris Akins (Sr., 6-1, 295)" Tim Warfield (Sr., 6-3, 290) _ 
ill Goodloe (So., 6-5, 275) _D. Luckett (So., 6-2, 230) 

). Kirkpatrick (Sr., 6-1, 225)*_B. Nava (So., 6-3, 235) 
Humphrey (So., 6-3, 247)" Dusty Renfro (Jr, 6-0, 237)" 
. Richardson (Sr., 6-0, 232) A. Hicks (So., 6-0, 240) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Phil Dawson (Sr., 5-11, 193)*_K. Stockton (So., 5-9, 173) _ 
P: Mark Schultis (Sr., 6-1, 195)" Jeff Baker (Fr., 5-11, 159) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

¢ Quarterback James Brown is on pace to 
break UT’s all-time passing yardage and total 
offense marks. He needs eight wins to break 
Bobby Layne’s UT career QB victory mark (28). 
¢ Placekicker Phil Dawson is on pace to break 
UT's all-time field goal and scoring records. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.utexas.edu/athletics 


’2 Bob Griese’s College Football 


JAMES BROWN-QB 


Texas fans have longed for a return to the 
old glory days and have been quick to declare 
their Longhorns back at the top of college foot- 
ball. Clearly, an 8-5 season with a bowl game 
smack from Penn State—even with the Big 12 
championship game shocker over Nebraska—is 
not the top. But with the league title that came 
with that triumph, the Longhorns have won 
three consecutive championships, lured the best 
recruiting class in Texas coach John Mackovic’s 
tenure, and seem to be generating some real 
momentum. 

Though some of the play-makers involved 
in last season's success—receiver 
Mike Adams, cornerback Bryant 
Westbrook, guard Dan Neil and 
tight end Pat Fitzgerald—have 
moved on, quarterback James 
Brown, fullback Ricky Williams 
and defensive tackle Chris Akins 
return, giving Texas more than 
enough talent to make another 
title run. 


Williams. 


OFFENSE: James Brown has become master- 
ful at taking advantage of the Longhorns’ offen- 
sive weapons. The key this season could be hav- 
ing enough weapons in Mackovic's determined- 
to-be-balanced offense. 

The line should be solid, perhaps spectacu- 
lar, even with the departure of Neil. And 
Williams, after sharing more time and carries 
than he would have liked, still managed a pair 
of first-team all-conference selections. He will 
finally be the featured back, perhaps even as a 
tailback. 

But Texas needs to develop another receiv- 
ing threat to go with last season’s Adams 
counter-punch, Wane McGarity, a tight end 
successor for Fitzgerald, and perhaps a backfield 
burner to work with Williams. 


DEFENSE: The Longhorns have returned to 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS: 
» Find new offensive 

weapons to comple- 

ment Brown and 


* Learn how to attack 
on defense, 

* No let-downs 
against inferior foes. 


their traditional four-man line. New defensive 
coordinator Bobby Jack Wright spent the winter 
promising the change, and spent the spring 
shouting at his charges to attack, rather than to 
read and react. 

The key to the change will likely be the suc- 
cess of the line and a completely rebuilt sec- 
ondary. The line seems to have the materials 
needed. Casey Hampton's rapid development at 
nose guard allowed the powerful Akins to move 
to tackle. Gray Mosier is back at one end with 
talented sophomore Will Goodloe on the other 
side. 

Aaron Humphrey, the surprise success of last 
season's recruiting class, will move from end to 
linebacker; he seemed perfectly suited for the 
change. 

But for Wright to attack as he intends, he 
will need a secondary that can cover without 
much help, far more often in a man-to-man. 
Tony Holmes is coming off knee surgery, but he 
and the speedy Anton Hector have been 
groomed to step in on the corners, although 
converted receiver Quinton Wallace could also 
figure in at cornerback. Texas will be even more 
inexperienced at the safety spots with freshman 


Donald McCowen and sophomore Aaron 
Babino. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Phil Dawson will be an 
All America candidate as a place kicker, with a 
strong, dependable leg and a two- 
year track record under pressure. 
Punter Chris Schultis is already an 
academic All America. Schultis 
has a strong leg and can hit the cor- 
ners, but he is at his best when he 
blasts away. 

Texas must replace its return 
men, however, since Adams, 
Westbrook and Chris Carter are 
gone. Bryan White, Mike 
Scarborough and McGarity have the speed to 
step in. 


RECRUITING: Texas lured a deep, talent-filled 
class, failing only to load up on positions of 
need—receiver and outside linebacker— 
although David Aaron could play quickly as a 
receiver. 

Enormous Leonard (6-foot-6, 360 pounds) 
Davis is the largest player and name, but Texas is 
already solid on the defensive line. Running 
backs Hodges Mitchell, Darnell McDonald (if 
he doesn’t choose baseball) and DeAndre Lewis 
could all find immediate time in the backfield 
and perhaps as return specialists. Joe Walker is 
the leader of a collection of defensive backs that 
might help quickly. 


By Jonathan Feigen, The Houston Chronicle 
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STEPHEN DUNN /ALLSPORT 


AIM Texas A&M 


The Aggies could not help but notice 
the difference. The dominant team of the 
Southwest Conference’s closing years and a 
presumed Big 12 monster, A&M has found 
itself almost forgotten, dropped to the rela- 
tive anonymity of the pack after last sea- 
son’s slide to 6-6. 

A&M coach R.C. Slocum prefers to 
consider the shock of 6-6 as a sign of how 
far his program has come. His players like to 
consider the sudden tendency to overlook 
the Aggies as just a mistake. 

But the quick fall from contention 
apparently was not considered a fluke in 
College Station. Slocum retooled his staff 
markedly after the season, bringing in two 
new coordinators, Steve Marshall on 
offense and Mike Hankwitz on defense, and 
new quarterbacks guru, Ray Dorr. 

There is also a new attitude. Instead of 
the usual high-intensity, high-stakes swag- 
ger, the Aggies are far more low-key, and 
the A&M coaches are more reassuring than 
flat-out demanding. There is talent still 
around, and a soft non-conference sched- 
ule. A return to the top 10 might not be far 
behind. 


OFFENSE: Slocum likes to point out how 
inexperienced quarterback and presumed- 
hero Branndon Stewart was when he trans- 
ferred from Tennessee, and how 
unfair the demands and expec- 
tations the public placed on 
him were. This ignores, howev- 
er, the fact that Stewart did 
show great ability under pres- 
sure and that his own tendency 
to try to do too much caught up 
to him. 

The Aggies believe that 
experience and the steadying 
hand of Dorr will help Stewart. Stewart also 
will work with a much more seasoned line 
and an offense going back to its traditional 
emphasis on run-blocking and a deep stable 
of running backs. The current Aggies col- 
lection should be led by an improved and 
bigger Sirr Parker, last season’s freshman 
find Dante Hall and the versatile D'’Andre 
Hardeman. Receivers Donte Hawkins and 
Aaron Oliver return, but the Aggies believe 
they might have found a big-play threat to 
replace Albert Connell in Chris Cole. 


DEFENSE: As always, the Aggies are 
loaded with linebackers. With all that has 
changed in Aggie-land, the linebacker tal- 
ent has not. Dat Nguyen is remarkably pro- 
ductive in the middle, and Warrick 
Holdman looks like a star at one outside 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
° Take advantage of 
an easy schedule. 
* Brandon Stewart 
must mature into 


role of QB leader. 

* The secondary will 
benefit from new 
faces. 


BRANNDON STEWART-QB 


spot, with Phillip Myers the latest to take a 
turn at the star-maker rush linebacker posi- 
tion. The line, however, will be completely 
rebuilt, although ends Brad Crowley and 
Zerick Rollins had promising springs. 

The Aggies are also rebuilding in the 
secondary. Safeties Rich Cody and Brandon 
Jennings return, as does corner Shun Horn. 
Jason Webster has been promising at the 
other corner, and though the position can- 
not yet be considered a strength, it’s not the 
nightmare it became last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kyle 
Bryant, named for the Aggies’ 
home field, returns as a solid 
placekicker, with Shane Lechler 
a booming punter. As usual, 
A&M is always a threat on 
returns. Hall was dependable 
and explosive as a true fresh- 
man on punt and_ kickoff 
returns, and Parker is a break- 
away threat on kickoff returns, as he proved 
at Texas. 


RECRUITING: After a relatively off-sea- 
son for recruiting in 1996, the Aggies came 
back strong, especially on the defensive line 
where the Aggies most needed help. Rocky 
Bernard, Ronald Edwards, Lonnie Madison 
and Evan Perroni could all figure in this 
season's rotation, especially at nose guard. 

Moses Vakalahi, the cousin of AGM 
right guard Semesi Heimuli, and Seth 
McKinney, the brother of A&M left guard 
Steve McKinney, were big and familiar 
names, as was cornerback Jason Glenn, 
the brother of former Aggies star, Aaron 
Glenn. 


By Jonathan Feigen, The Houston Chronicle 


TEXAS A&M FACTS 


Coach: R.C. Slocum, 9th year, 74-21-2 

’96 Record: 6-6 (4-4 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Kyle Field, College Station, Texas 
(70,210; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 18 (10 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Calvin Collins; Albert Connell, WR; 
Brandon Mitchell, DE; Edward Jasper, NG; Pat 
Williams, DE; Keith Mitchell, OLB; Donovan Greer, CB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Branndon Stewart, Sr., 146-299-1,904 yards, 
9 TDs, 7 INTs 

Rushing: Sirr Parker, Jr., 149 carries, 704 yards, 2 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Donte Hawkins, Jr. 32 
Receiving (Yards): Hawkins, 409 

Tackles: Dat Nguyen, Jr, 146 

Sacks: Phillip Meyers, Sr., 3 

Interceptions: Nguyen and Rich Coady, Jr., 3 
Punting: Shane Lechler, So., 42.7 avg. 

Kicking: Kyle Bryant, Sr., 18-23 FGs, 35-38 PATs 
Scoring: D'Andre Hardeman, Jr., 108 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 SAM HOUS. ST. 
9/20 SWLA. 

9/27 at No. Texas 
10/4 atColorado 


1996 RESULTS 


at BYU; L, 41-37 

at SW La.; L, 29-22 
NO. TEXAS: W, 55-0 
COLORADO; L, 24-10 
LA. TECH; W, 63-13 

at lowa St.; W, 24-21 
KANSAS ST,; L, 23-20 
TEXAS TECH; L, 13-10 
at Oklahoma St.; W, 38-19 
at Baylor; W, 24-7 
OKLAHOMA; W, 33-16 
at Texas; L, 51-15 


10/11 IOWA ST. 


10/18 at Kansas St. 
10/25 at Texas Tech 
11/1 OKLA. ST. 
11/8 BAYLOR 
11/15 at Oklahoma 
11/28 TEXAS 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: B, Stewart Sr,, 6-3, 204)" _R, McCown (Sr, 6-3, 204) 


RB: D. Hardeman (Jr,, 5-11, 225)* Marc Broyles (Jr., 5-11, 242) 
RB: Eric Bernard (Jr., 5-10, 190)* Sirr Parker (Jt., 6-0, 184)* 
WR: Leroy Hodge (S0.,6-3, 207) _M. Bumg'dner (So., 6-2, 196) 
WR: D. Hawkins (Jr, 6-1, 178) “Aaron Oliver (Jr,, 6-2, 192) _ 
TE: Derrick Spiller (Jr., 6-3, 236)" _D. Campbell (Jn, 6-6, 253) 


LT: Chris Ruhman ( -6, 276)*_B. Houston (ur., 6-6, 276) 
LG: S. McKinney (Sr., 6-5, 292)" Toby McCarthy (Fr., 6-5, 260) 
C: Koby Hackradt (Jr., 6-5, 282) Rex Tucker (Jr. 6-6, 260) 

RG: S. Heimuli (So., 6-3, 300)" __Chris Valetta (Fr., 6-4, 305) 
RT: C. Spikes (Jr,, 6-5, 303)" ‘Andy Vincent (So., 6-4, 295) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Zerick Rollins (Sr,, 6-3, 255) Kevin Vestal (So., 6-3, 256) 
NT: Stephen Young (Fr., 6-1, 275) Marcus Heard (Sr., 6-3, 301) 
DE: Brad Crowley (Sr., 6-5, 248)_M. Kazmierski (So., 6-5, 246) 
LB: Phillip Meyers (Sr, 6-1, 215)" Chris Thierry (So., 6-2, 226) _ 
LB: Trent Driver (St., 6-3, 231) Sean Coryatt (So., 6-1, 211) 
LB: Dat Nguyen (Jr,, 6-1, 213)" Rory Couch (Fr, 5-11, 220) 
LB: W. Holdman (Jr, 6-1, 228)" _C. Anthony (Fr., 6-1, 200) 
CB: J. Webster (So., 5-10, 165) _Delvin Wright (Fr,, 5-11, 170) 
CB: Shun Horn (Jr., 5-11, 188)" _ Jeff Wilson (Fr., 5-10, 175) 
SS: B. Jennings (So., 6-2, 180)* Toya Jones (Jr., 6-3, 190) 
FS; Rich Coady (Jr, 6-1, 200)" Sedrick Curry (So., 6-3, 186) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Kyle Bryant (Sr,, 5-7, 162)" _R. Bynum (Fr,, 5-11, 165) 
P: Shane Lechier (So., 6-3, 219)" Bill Johnston (Sr,, 6-0, 169) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

*Texas A&M is one of only two schools to 
return four running backs who totaled over 500 
yards rushing each last year (Missouri is the 
other). 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.tamu.edu/sports 
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TEXAS TECH FACTS 


Coach: Spike Dykes, 11th year, 63-52-1 

’96 Record: 7-5 (5-3 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Jones Stadium, Lubbock, Texas 
(50,500; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 14 (5 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Byron Hanspard, RB; Tony Daniels 
LB; Ben Kaufman; Robert Johnson 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Zebbie Lethridge, Sr., 117-267-1,686 yards, 
11 TDs, 6 INTs 

Rushing: Lethridge, 130 carries, 342 yards, 7 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Donnie Hart, Jr., 22, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Hart, 494 

Tackles: Montae Reagor, Jr., 80 

Sacks: Eric Butler, Sr., and Reagor, 4 
Interceptions: Tony Darden, Sr., 3 

Punting: Jeremy Hernandez, Jr., 41.0 avg. 
Kicking: Jaret Greaser, Jr., 12-18 FGs (long 55), 
28-30 PATs 

Scoring: Greaser, 64 points 


LRH RSS | 1996 RESULTS 

8/30 at Tennessee at Kansas; L, 21-14 
9/13 SWLA. OKLAHOMA ST,; W, 31-3 
9/20 NO. TEXAS at Georgia; L, 15-12 
10/4 atBaylor UTAH ST.; W, 58-20 
10/11 KANSAS BAYLOR; W, 45-24 
10/18 at Nebraska at Kansas; W, 30-17 
10/25 TEXAS A&M NEBRASKA; L, 24-10 
11/1 KANSAS ST. at Texas A&M; W, 13-10 
11/8 atTexas TEXAS; L, 38-32 

11/15 at Okla, St. SW LA,; W, 58-21 


11/22 OKLAHOMA at Oklahoma St.; W, 22-12 
vs. lowa; L, 27-0* 


* Alamo Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 

QB: Z. Lethridge (Sr., 6-0, 192)" _ Rob Peters (So., 6-3, 219) 
RB: C. Robertson (So., 6-0, 179) A. Malbrough (Fr., 5-11, 195) 
RB: Sammy Morris (So., 6-0, 212) Harland Hill (Fr, 5-10, 202) _ 

WR: Donnie Hart (Jr., 6-1, 187)" Tim Baker (Fr., 6-5, 184) 
WR: M. McKenzie (Sr., 6-2, 211)_M. Wash’ton (Fr., 5-11, 181). 
TE: Tim Winn (So., 6-4, 223) Zac Potter (Jr., 6-3, 248) 
LT: Johnathan Gray (Fr., 6-5, 380) Rick Fielder (Jr., 6-4, 290) 
LG: Chris Whitney (Sr., 6-3, 278)" S. Roberts (Jr., 6-5, 283) 
C: Jay Pugh (Sr., 6-3, 287)" R. Haddon (Jr., 6-3, 275) 


RG: J. Hansen (Sr, 6-4, 297)__Erik Carruth (Jr., 6-4, 284) 

RT: J. Coll’sworth (Jr, 6-5, 288) S, McFadden (Fr., 6-5, 272) 
DEFENSE 

DE: M. Reagor (Jr., 6-2, 249)" __K. Kacall (Jr., 6-1, 220) 

NT: C. McGuire (Sr., 6-5, 276)" Cody Patton (Jr., 6-6, 279) _ 

DT: C. Chandler (Sr., 6-5, 258)" Jason Jones (So., 6-1, 314) 

LB: Ty Ardoin (Jr., 6-0, 185) R. Bownds (Jr., 5-10, 170) 

LB: Eric Butler (Sr., 6-1, 251)" Kyle Shipley (So, 6-3, 232) 

LB: K. McCullar (So., 6-3, 205) Tim Duffle (So., 5-11, 218) 


CB: Corey Turner (Jr, 5-9, 171)" 
CB: Tony Darden (Sr., 6-0, 196)" 
R: Duane Price (Sr., 5-11, 165) 
fe: D. Johnson (Sr,, 5-11, 195)" 


D. Brown (So., 5-11, 163) 
B. Giddens (Fr., 5-10, 171) _ 
R. Cartwright (Jr, 6-1, 193)_ 
Ri. Hunter (Fr., 5-10, 167) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Jaret Greaser (Jr., 6-0, 180)*__ Tony Rogers (Sr., 5-11, 184) 
P: J. Hernandez (Jr., 5-11, 190)" B. Roberson (So., 6-2, 174) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Zebbie Lethridge needs 200 pass attempts 
and 12 TD passes to become the school- 
record holder in both categories. 

¢ Spike Dykes enters his 11th season, tying 
Pete Cawthon (1930-40) for the longest tenure 
by a Tech head football coach. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.texastech.com 


74 Bob Griese’s College Football 


a Texas [ech 


ZEBBIE LETHRIDGE-QB 


Tech's offense will anxiously be searching for 
a capable replacement for halfback Byron 
Hanspard, who last year became only the sixth 
back in NCAA history to rush for 2,000 yards. 
There is one certainty—it will be someone who 
has never carried the ball for Tech 

“We're not barefooted, but it will be interest- 
ing to see how they react to our situation,” said 
Tech Coach Spike Dykes. “We felt just like we 
did when Bam Morris left. He left one day and it 
seemed like we were naked, just starting over.” 

Morris’ replacement? Hanspard. 

Last year, the Red Raiders lost two All- 
Americas and several other talent- 
ed players on defense but rebuilt a 
unit that ranked in the upper half 
of the Big 12. This year they must 
do that on offense, where they 
also lost offensive tackle Ben 
Kaufman. Clouding the picture is 
the threat of an ongoing NCAA 
investigation over alleged acade- 
mic irregularities. 


OFFENSE: The already uncer- 

tain tailback situation grew worse when sopho- 
more Clint Robertson tore up his knee in the 
spring, knocking him out for the entire season. 
That leaves the job open to redshirt freshman 
James Easterling or two recruits, Ricky 
Williams of Duncanville or Dominic Rhodes of 
Abilene Cooper. 

“That was a low blow,” Dykes said of 
Robertson's play before his injury. “I think he 
would have had a banner year for us.” 

Now, the responsibility falls on senior quar- 
terback Zebbie Lethridge, who was named All- 
Big 12 second-team by the coaches. Offensive 
coordinator Ricky Dykes has opened up the 
passing game and added more run-pass options 
to Lethridge’s repertoire. Receiver Donnie Hart, 
who gained more than half of his 494 yards in a 
single evening against Texas, and receiver 


centage has to 
improve. 

© Two play-makers 
must emerge at out- 
side linebacker. 


Malcom McKenzie will need to help Lethridge 
improve a passing game that struggled last year. 

Tech must replace three starters in the line, 
including both tackles. Redshirt 
Jonathan “The House” Gray, who is 6-foot-5, 
380 pounds, and Steve McFadden are being 
counted on to develop quickly. One problem 
area is at tight end, where the top three players 
from last year are gone, and the Raiders are like- 
ly to start a walk-on or a true freshman. 


freshman 


DEFENSE: Tech’s attacking defense has 
depended on good linebacking play. However, 
the loss of two standouts on the outside now 
makes that area questionable. Junior Ty 
Ardoin, who fits the mold of the overachieving 
and undersized Tech linebacker at only 6-0, 
185, and sophomore Kevin McCullar will get 
first shot, flanking emerging middle linebacker 
Eric Butler. 

If not for end Tony Daniels’ ill-advised deci- 
sion to enter the NFL Draft (he wasn’t picked), 
the Red Raiders would be returning their entire 
defensive line—one of the best in the confer- 
ence. As it is, junior all-star candidate Montae 
Reagor returns at one end, with Corey 
Chandler and Cody McGuire at tackle. 
Sophomore Taurus Rucker joins the group. 

Senior Tony Darden leads a secondary that 
rters. Darden, a former quarter- 
back and wide receiver, has already thrown, run 
and caught a pass for a touchdown. 


returns three 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
* The Raiders must 

establish a respec- 

table rushing game. 
* Completion per- 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Junior Jaret 
Greaser was 9 of 12 from beyond 
40 yards, including kicks of 53 
and 55 yards. Even his backup, 
Tony Rogers, booted a 53-yarder 
last year. 

Punter Jeremy Hernandez start- 
ed strongly last season. He faded 
toward the end, but still posted a 
41.0 yard average. Dane Johnson, 
who was eighth in the nation two years ago, 
resumes punt return duties. 


RECRUITING: Dykes says this class is the best 
he’s had at Tech, but the biggest impact is need- 
ed at halfback. Williams and Rhodes head the 
list, but Jason Coffey of North Mesquite could 
also get a look, particularly if Rhodes does not 
qualify academically. Defensive backs John 


Norman of Midland Lee, Anthony Terrell of 


Houston Madison and Derek Dorris of Azle 
should play immediately, although there are 
rumblings that Norman wants to transfer. Cole 
Roberts of Shallowater could see action at a 
thin, tight end position. 


By Mark Wangrin, The Austin (Texas) American- 
Statesman 
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Big West 


By Mike Prater 


T'S A FRIGHTENING TIME TO PLAY FOOTBALL IN THE BIG WEST CONFERENCE. 
For starters, league powerhouse Nevada is better than ever, which is scary for the 


rest of the league's five other teams. 


With 14 starters returning from last year's 9-3 champions, including the league’s 
offensive (QB John Dutton) and defensive (LB DeShone Myles) players of the year, 
even Wolf Pack coach Jeff Tisdel expects Nevada to win a conference title for the 


fourth time in six years. 


“Tt would be hard to disguise the fact that we should be a very good football team, 
so I am not going to try and smoke-screen anymore,” Tisdel said. 


1, NEVADA WOLF PACK 

COACH: Jeff Tisdel, 2nd year, 9-3 

‘96 RECORD: 9-3 (4-1 conf.) 

STADIUM/LOCATION: Mackay Stadium (31,545)/Reno, Nev. 
KEY PLAYERS LOST: Sean Simms, TE (1st-team All-Big 
West); Mike Crawford, LB (1st-team All-Big West); Darnell 
Hasson, CB (1st-team All-Big West); Molech Blythe, S (1st- 
team All-Big West); Damond Wilkins, WR (2nd-team All-Big 
West); Jeff Hadwick, C (2nd-team All-Big West); Garnett 
Overby, S (2nd-team All-Big West) 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16 (7 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
SCHEDULE: Aug. 30 at Colorado State; Sept. 6 UNLV; Sept. 13 
OREGON; Sept. 20 at So. Miss; Sept. 27 at Toledo; Oct. 11 
WYOMING; Oct. 18 IDAHO; Oct. 25 NORTH TEXAS; Nov. 1 at 
New Mexico State; Nov. 8 at Boise State; Nov. 15 UTAH STATE 


OVERVIEW: The Big West returns 15 first- 
team all-conference players (seven are on 
Nevada's roster), but the Wolf Pack won't be 
intimidated by what could be the best confer- 
ence-wide talent level in Big West history. 

Nevada averaged 527.3 yards and 44.8 
points a game last season, while allowing a 
league-low 348.1 ypg. and 23.9 ppg. Dutton 
and Myles should improve their numbers this 
fall, and if they don’t, the rest of the team will 
chip in. 

Dutton will throw behind a line that lacks 
depth despite three returning starters — tack- 
les Mike Edwards and Jason Sadler and guard 
Pat Freeman. Dutton’s primary target is junior 
wide receiver Geoff Noisy, who caught 98 
passes for 1,435 yards and nine TDs a year 
ago. Despite the presence of Dutton and 
Myles, Noisy was voted the team MVP after 
the season. 

In the backfield, Dutton’s go-to guy is 
sophomore running back Chris Lemon, the 
conference leader in all-purpose yards 
(145.82) in 1996. 

Seven starters return on a_ high-flying 
defense and the backfield is joined by two 
junior college transfers, both All-Americas. 

Senior James Cannida, a 280-pound tack- 
le, and 245-pound end Aaron Lozano anchor 
a line that returns all four starters. 


Myles could get some All-America notice, 
which isn’t easy in the Big West, and he cer- 
tainly has a future in professional football. 
One-fifth of his 125 tackles last season went 
for a loss. He had 10 tackles in the Las Vegas 
Bowl, just three weeks after an emergency 
appendectomy. 

The defensive backfield is a cause of some 
concern after the loss of six seniors. The one 
returning starter is senior cornerback Don 
Morgan, an all-conference player, and the 
Wolf Pack will get safety help from JUCO 
transfers Reggie Mitchell and Kenny Jackson. 

A brutal preseason schedule is the only 
thing that could keep Nevada from a 10-win 
season. The lineup includes Colorado State, 
UNLY, Oregon, Southern Mississippi, Toledo 
and Wyoming, but the Wolf Pack leave home 
only twice in the last seven weeks. Those 
trips are to Boise State and New Mexico, two 
Big West teams that could finish at the bot- 
tom of the league standings. 


2. UTAH STATE AGGIES 

COACH: John L. Smith, 3rd year, 10-12; 65-33 overall 

‘96 RECORD: 6-5 (4-1 conf.) 

‘STADIUM/LOCATION: Romney Stadium (30,257)/Logan, Utah 
KEY PLAYERS LOST: David Gill, LB (1st-team All-Big West); 
Dwayne Nelson, CB (1st-team All-Big West); Abu Wilson, RB 
(2nd-team All-Big West); Danilo Robinson, DL (2nd-team All- 
Big West); Spencer Waggoner, LB (2nd-team All-Big West), 
Mike Hudson, S (2nd-team All-Big West); Micah Knorr, K (2nd- 
team All-Big West); Nate Morreale, P (2nd-team All-Big West) 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14 (8 off., 6 def.) 

SCHEDULE: Aug. 30 at Utah; Sept. 6 IDAHO STATE; Sept. 13 
COLORADO STATE; Sept. 20 NEW MEXICO; Oct. 3 at BYU; Oct. 11 
at Oregon State; Oct. 18 NEW MEXICO STATE; Oct. 25 at Idaho; 
Nov. 1 BOISE STATE; Nov. 15 at Nevada; Nov. 22 at North Texas 


OVERVIEW: Third-year coach John L. Smith 
keeps making strides. The trouble is, no mat- 
ter how much this program improves, Smith 
and his Aggies can’t seem to catch Nevada. 
This season should mark the return of a 
deeper and more dominant Utah State team, 
bur it still might not be enough to land a post- 


Senna Ie i eo 


All-Big West Team 


OFFENSE 


Nevada 


Utah State 
Utah State 
Idaho 


‘DL W,Fiefia 
DL T.Wilson 


North Texas 
Nevada: 


P oJ = 


‘RS D.Morgan 5-11/190 Jr. 


season bowl appearance, something that hasn’t 
happened in Logan since 1993. 

“We are making progress, but I'd like it to 
be faster,” said Smith, who keeps getting beat 
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by Utah and Brigham Young during in-state 
recruiting wars. “If we can get our in-state 
concerns taken care of, | truly believe this 
program can take off.” 

Utah State and Nevada finished with 4-1 
league marks last year, and while Nevada has 
a smooth conference schedule this fall, the 
Aggies finish with three of their last four 
games on the road against Idaho, Nevada and 
North Texas. 

The good news is, Utah State has an 
offense that is solid across the board. 

The combination of quarterback Matt 
Sauk and wide receiver Nakia Jenkins should 
be explosive. Sauk was 14th in the nation in 
total offense last year (256.8 ypg.), despite 
starting only seven games, and Jenkins was 
fourth in yards (1,397) and fifth in receptions 
(82). 

Sauk’s one problem was 14 INTs and only 
eight TDs, but coaches love his arm strength 
and moxie. 

Running back Demario Brown is only a 
sophomore, but earned a starting job midway 
through last season and finished with 700 
yards. The 6-foot-l, 216-pounder reached 
100 yards in three of his last four games. 

The offensive line is impressive: Mauricio 

Jourdan, Brandon Dyson, Ken Watts and 
Mark Rommel are four returning starters. 
They were all-conference performers last sea- 
son and help the group average 6-4, 302 
pounds. 
Jourdan, from Brazil, is 6-7 and the 312- 
pound Watts can perform a 360-degree slam 
dunk. "These guys are big, strong and very 
athletic,” Smith said. 
The defense isn’t as promising, although 
Ben Crosland, Adam Jones and Walter Fiefia 
are solid on the line. Jeramy Hunt-Loveless is 
the only returning starter at linebacker, a 
position that might have to rely on a redshirt 
freshman. 

Johndale Carty and Craig Miller are big 
hitters in the secondary, but the loss of four 
lettermen has Smith thinking about a few 
schematic experiments. 

The Aggies lost their all-conference 
punter and kicker and their replacements 
won't be on campus until fall. “Defense and 
special teams are a little scary right now,” 
Smith said. 


3. NORTH TEXAS EAGLES 

COACH: Matt Simon, 4th year, 14-19-1 

'96 RECORD: 5-6 (3-2 conf.) 

‘STADIUM/LOCATION: Fouts Field (30,000)/Denton, Texas 

KEY PLAYERS LOST: Toby Gowin, P (1st-team All-Big West); 
Scott Murphy, DL (2nd-team All-Big West); Brad Spinks, DE 
(2nd-team All-Big West); Brett Renfro, LB (2nd-team All-Big 
West); Avery Wright, CB (2nd-team All-Big West); Jayson 
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Blaine, OT (Hon. mention All-Big West); Jeff Graham, K (Hon. 
mention All-Big West) 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15 (9 off., 6 def.) 

SCHEDULE: Aug. 30 at Vanderbilt; Sept. 6 at Oregon State; Sept. 
13 INDIANA STATE; Sept. 20 at Texas Tech; Sept. 27 TEXAS A&M; 
Oct. 4 at Idaho; Oct. 18 BOISE STATE; Oct. 25 at Nevada; Nov. 8 
at New Mexico State; Nov. 15 at Army; Nov. 22 UTAH STATE 


OVERVIEW: North Texas was outscored by 
Nevada and Utah State 61-26 last year and 
Eagles coach Matt Simon promised everyone 
associated with the program that it wouldn't 
happen again. 

So he fixed the problem. 

He spent the offseason recruiting speed, 
speed and more speed. 

“1 vowed and promised that it wouldn’t 
happen again and I think we’ve made our- 
selves a better football team ... This is an 
exciting time for our football program,” 
Simon said. 

Depth remains a problem, but on a roster 
that is 80 percent Texans, big-time athletes 
are everywhere. 

The biggest improvement is on offense, 
which ranked last in the league a year ago 
with 217.6 ypg., hardly a number that makes 
a difference in the wide-open Big West. Nine 
starters return—every one except two offen- 
sive linemen—and a few of those starters 
might lose their jobs this fall. 

Senior Jason Mills started at quarterback 
last season, but JUCO transfer Melvin 
Daniels has shown why he’s 48-7 as a starter 
since high school. The 6-2, 195-pounder from 
New York is the complete package—he can 
run, throw and think—and just might give 
the Eagles a nice option threat this fall. 

Junior Hut Allred will get most of the car- 
ries from the backfield and last year’s 907-yard 
rusher could get help from fullback/defensive 
end Corbin Epps, a 240-pound blocking 
machine. 

All three receivers are back, 
although they combined to catch only 48 
passes last fall. Simon recognized that prob- 
lem and brought in JUCO savior Jay Young, a 
state finals hurdler in high school and college. 
Basically, all the receiving spots are up for 
grabs. 


wide 


“All of our wide receivers return from last 
year, but they might have a hard time getting 
on the field this season. Heck, they might 
have a hard time getting on the airplane (for 
road games),” Simon said. 

There is one constant in the receiving 
corps—junior tight end Brian Waters, already 
the object of NFL scouts. The 6-3, 215- 
pounder has 55 catches and seven TDs the 
past two seasons and is expected to play a big- 
ger role this year. 


Pn ic 


The offensive line is anchored by 265- 
pound tackle Robert Waddle and 255-pound 
all-conference center Phillip Armour, but 
depth is a problem. 

The addition of speed has made the 
biggest difference on defense, which was sec- 
ond in the Big West in points allowed last 
season (26.6 ppg.). 

The rush defense should be pesky with the 
presence of a solid front seven, even if it lacks 
depth and experience. Senior Robert Grant 
holds down one end of the line, while Benny 
Cherry and Ron Boston are two of the best 
senior linebackers in the league. 

Dhati Lewis missed spring because of 
shoulder surgery, but the senior is a returning 
all-conference safety (three INTs in ‘96). The 
other safety, senior Ron Riley, was one of the 
team’s biggest surprises in the spring, and 
there is plenty of depth on the corners. 

Even if the Eagles are a better this season, 
their final win-loss record might not show it 
because of a schedule that includes only three 
games at Fouts Field. Non-conference games 
put them against Vanderbilt, Oregon State, 
Texas Tech, Texas A&M and Army. 


4. IDAHO VANDALS 

COACH: Chris Tormey, 3rd year, 12-10 

‘96 RECORD: 6-5 (4-3 conf.) 

STADIUM/LOCATION: Kibbie Dome (16,000)/Moscow, Idaho 
KEY PLAYERS LOST: Steve Zenk, OT (1st-team All-Big West); 
Ryan Phillips, DE (1st-team All-Big West); Barry Mitchell, DE 
(1st-team All-Big West); Ryan Fien, QB (2nd-team All-Big 
West); Jason Shelt, LB (2nd-team All-Big West); David Griffin, 
WR (Hon, mention All-Big West); Andy Gilroy, TE (Hon, mention 
All-Big West); Ryan Smith, DT (Hon. mention All-Big West). 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15 (6 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
SCHEDULE: Aug. 30 at Air Force; Sept. 6 PORTLAND STATE; 
Sept. 13 at New Mexico State; Sept. 20 at Central Florida; Oct. 
4 NORTH TEXAS; Oct. 11 UC-DAVIS; Oct. 18 at Nevada; Oct. 25 
UTAH STATE; Nov. 1 at E. Washington; Nov. 22 BOISE STATE 


OVERVIEW: With the loss of six starting line- 
men (three offense, three defense), the big 
guys inside are the big question mark. “We 
definitely have to develop up front ... It’s an 
area of concern,” Idaho coach Chris Tormey 
said. 

Senior offensive tackle Crosby Tajan 
(squats 650 pounds) and 270-pound defensive 
tackle Tim Wilson are the big anchors. 
Returning center Bill Verdonk missed spring 
practice and enters fall with an untested knee 
injury. 

Senior quarterback Brian Brennan hasn't 
played since early in the 1995 season because 
of shoulder problems, but the 225-pounder 
accounted for 2,320 yards and 23 TDs in his 
first 17 games as a freshman and sophomore. 
He's throwing the ball 65 yards downfield, but 


his lack of mobility makes him a big target in 
the backfield. 

Until Brennan finds his game-timing, he 
will lean on three potent weapons: Running 
back Joel Thomas (1,148 yards last season) 
and wide receivers Antonio Wilson and 
Robert Scott. The best one-two receiving 
punch in the conference combined for 115 
catches and 16 TDs last season. 

Wilson would be an all-conference player 
most anywhere but the receiver-deep Big 
West. Scott might be the best all-around ath- 
lete in the league. The 205-pound junior 
starts at receiver, plays on special teams, is the 
backup quarterback and a starting point guard 
on the basketball team. 

On defense, Idaho’s front seven lacks 
experience. Coaches are expecting a lot from 
Wilson, a four-year starter who has never 
reached his potential. Now that all-confer- 
ence demons Barry Mitchell and Ryan 
Phillips (NY Giants’ third-round NFL draft 
pick) are gone, maybe he'll get that chance. 

Sophomore safety Bryson Gardner and 
senior cornerback Arnold Gunn each had 
two INTs last year. “Our numbers were decent 
last year and I expect they'll be better this 
year, but of course the pass rush is a big part of 
that, too,” Tormey said. 

That makes it difficult to schedule six 
non-conference games. Cal dropped the 
Vandals from this year's schedule, leaving 
them without a $125,000 payday and with 
four Division I-AA opponents. Two of those 
games, Eastern Washington and Idaho State, 
are on the road. 


5. BOISE STATE BRONCOS 

COACH: Houston Nutt, 1st year; 31-16 overall 

’96 RECORD: 2-10 (1-4 cont) 

‘STADIUM/LOCATION: Bronco Stadium (30,000)/Boise, Idaho 
KEY PLAYERS LOST: Chris Wing, DE (1st-team All-Big West); 
Ryan Ikebe, WR (2nd-team All-Big West); Jordan LePiane, OG 
(Hon. mention All-Big West); Jim Clark, LB (Hon. mention All- 
Big West); Tony Hilde, QB (four-year starter) 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14 (7 off., 5 def., 2 sp. teams) 
SCHEDULE: Aug. 30 CAL STATE NORTHRIDGE; Sept. 6 at 
Wisconsin; Sept. 13 at Central Michigan; Sept. 20 WEBER 
STATE; Sept. 27 at Washington State; Oct. 18 at North Texas; 
Oct. 25 LOUISIANA TECH; Nov. 1 at Utah State; Nov. 8 NEVADA; 
Nov. 15 NEW MEXICO STATE; Nov. 22 at Idaho 


OVERVIEW: The one-time Division LAA 
powerhouse, now in its second season at the 
Division 1 level, has turned the program 
upside down and started from scratch. 

Last season’s 2-10 record was a miserable 
experience for the Broncos, who also lost 
their coach, Pokey Allen. The popular Allen 
died in December following a two-year battle 
with cancer, just three days after new coach 
Houston Nutt, 39, joined the program. 


The no-nonsense Nutt has taken firm 
control at Boise State, using discipline as his 
mantra. “We're going to do what's right— 
even when nobody is looking,” said Nutt, 
who played football under Jimmy Johnson at 
Oklahoma State and Lou Holtz and Frank 
Broyles at Arkansas. 

A defense that allowed 455.1 yards and 
38.3 points a game last season might not get 
any better this season as Nutt continues to 
juggle schemes and personnel. Five of the 
possible starters are playing new positions, 
including end Brian Steger (previously at 
linebacker), end Dave Stachelski (tight end), 
linebacker Kevin Chiles (safety), linebacker 
Ryan Brinkley (safetly) and linebacker Bryan 
Johnson (slot back). Johnson is the biggest 
linebacker at 221 pounds; Brinkley is the 
smallest at 182. 

Nutt is counting on JUCO help this fall. 
He signed 15 transfers, including seven defen- 
sive players. 

One of the offensive transfers is quarter- 
back Nate Sparks, an all-purpose athlete who 
won 18 of 19 games at Bakersfield (Calif.) JC. 
Senior Reggie Etheridge is the dependable 
athlete he needs in the backfield, one-time 
Pac-10 recruit Jim Brekke is hoping for a 
breakout year at tight end and 6-0, 200- 
pound sophomore Shaunard Harts has explo- 
sive potential at wide receiver. Five JUCO 
wide receivers join the program this fall. 


6. NEW MEXICO STATE AGGIES 

COACH: Tony Samuel, 1st season 

’96 RECORD: 1-10 (0-5 conf.) 

‘STADIUM/LOCATION: Aggie Memorial (30,343)/Las Cruces, NM 
KEY PLAYERS LOST: Jim Breckenridge, OL (1st-team All-Big 
West); Keelin Boulware, OT (2nd-team All-Big West); Matt 
Botone, LB (Hon. mention All-Big West); Chad Salisbury, QB 
(transferred to Buffalo) 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14 (7 off., 4 def., 3 sp. teams) 
‘SCHEDULE: Aug. 30 at Arizona State; Sept. 6 at New Mexico; Sept. 
13 ARKANSAS STATE; Sept. 20 CAL STATE NORTHRIDGE; Sept. 27 
at UTEP; Oct. 4 CAL POLY SLO; Oct. 18 at Utah State; Oct. 25 IDAHO; 
Nov. 1 NEVADA; Nov. 8 NORTH TEXAS; Nov. 15 at Boise State 


OVERVIEW: The Nebraska Cornhuskers are 
moving into the Big West—at least a facsimi- 
le of the longtime national powerhouse. 

The new coach on the Las Cruces campus 
is 41-year-old Tony Samuel, a former 
Nebraska player who coached outside line- 
backers and rush ends the last 11 seasons with 
the Huskers. He has seven Nebraska gradu- 
ates on his coaching staff and has made some 
schematic changes that will make the Aggies 
look like the Cornhuskers on the field. 

There will be some similarities, but these 
guys on the staff have been elsewhere and 
they've come up with favorite things that 
they like to do,” Samuel said. 


Winning like Nebraska, now that’s anoth- 
er story. 

New Mexico State has only one winning 
season (6-5 in 1992) since joining the Big 
West in 1984. Since then, the Aggies are a 
combined 29-114 overall and 17-69 in 
league play. They were 1-10 last year and 0- 
5 in league play, with 14 starters returning 
this season. 

The Nebraska cloning starts on offense, 
where the Aggies will run a power-I, which 
means starting over at quarterback. The 6-7, 
245-pound Chad Salisbury has transferred to 
the University of Buffalo, leaving the job 
wide open between rising sophomore Ty 
Houghtaling, injury-prone Gregg Madsen 
and three new recruits. 

The focus of the offense lands on junior 
tailback Denvis Manns, the most productive 
back in the Big West who rushed for 2,206 
yards in his first two seasons. The addition of 
a fullback to the option-style offense should 
help his production, but Samuel and his staff 
spent the spring trying to find a quality start- 
ing fullback. Senior Gary Jessie, a former line- 
backer, could be the guy even though he has- 
n't played the position since high school. 

Speedy senior Duane Gregory, a three- 
year starter, needs just 13 catches and 757 
yards to become the school’s all-time leading 
receiver. David Patterson is a solid secondary 
target after last year’s 30-reception/580-yard 
season. 

The defense needs a complete overhaul 
after ranking 100th or higher (among 111 
Division | teams) in pass efficiency, total 
defense and scoring defense. Eight lineback- 
ers return, all with starting experience, and 
four new defensive backs should help an 
attack that desperately needs an injection of 
speed. 

The Aggies have ditched their five-man 
front for the more traditional four-man line- 
up, but the only returning starter on the line 
is senior tackle DuShane Briggs. He had 32 
tackles and two sacks last season. The line 
gets a big boost from 236-pound Enrique 
Ramirez, an all-conference player who moves 
from outside linebacker to rush end. 

Samuel spent the spring shuffling dozens 
of defensive players, moving secondary per- 
sonnel to linebacker and looking for defen- 
sive backs. Senior linebackers Sean L’Ecluse 
and Kendrie Nichols have starting experi- 
ence, but combined for only 49 tackles last 
season. 

Junior strong safety Jobe Lewis is joined in 
the backfield by a handful of returning players 
and three JUCO transfers. 


Mike Prater is a columnist for The Idaho 
Statesman. 
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Conference USA 


By Rick Bozich 


Yu. GOT MEMPHIS PULLING THE PLUG ON PEYTON MANNING'S HEISMAN 
campaign with a 21-17 victory over Tennessee. You've got Southern Mississippi 
whipping Georgia on the same field where Herschel Walker once roamed. You’ve got 
Louisville rolling into East Lansing and dispatching the Big 10’s Michigan State. 
You've got Cincinnati knocking off Kentucky, and don’t think that didn’t contribute 


to Bill Curry’s dismissal. 


You get the picture. And what C-USA must do now is continue to inflate its 
national profile. The addition of East Carolina this season will help that because the 
Pirates took down South Carolina, Miami (Fla.) and North Carolina State last sea- 
son. Then the addition of Army in 1998 and Alabama-Birmingham in 1999 can 
stretch the league’s appeal from Bear Bryant’s backyard to the New York City market. 
What C-USA must do is improve its bowl ties, which are currently limited to the 


Liberty Bowl. 


“It’s a league with a lot of potential as long as it keeps getting bigger,” ESPN foot- 
ball analyst Mike Gottfried said. “East Carolina is an excellent football team year in 


and year out. They'll help that league.” 


1. SOUTHERN MISS GOLDEN EAGLES 

Coach: Jeff Bower, 7th year, 34-32-1 

'96 Record: 8-3 overall; (4-1 conf.) 

StadiunV/Location: M.M. Roberts Stadium (33,000)Hattiesburg, 
Miss, 

Key Players Lost: Leroy Dewitt, C (1st-team All-C-USA); 
Kendrick Lee, WR (1st team All-C-USA); Jeff Posey, DE (1st- 
team All-C-USA); Cedric Walthaw, DE (1st- team All-C-USA) 
Returning Starters: 16 (8 off, 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: A30 at Florida; S6 at Illinois; S20 NEVADA; $27 at 
Alabama (in Birmingham); 04 LOUISVILLE; 011 at East 
Carolina; 025 TULANE; N1 at Cincinnati; NB at Tennessee; 
N15 HOUSTON; N 22 at Memphis 


OVERVIEW: Southern Miss did many things 
right last season, winning at Georgia, winning 
four times by a touchdown or less, mixing the 
run with the pass and blasting C-USA recruit 
East Carolina by three touchdowns. 

But the Golden Eagles did one thing 
wrong. They failed to play any defense 
against Houston and lost to the Cougars, 56- 
49, in overtime. That cost coach Jeff Bower's 
squad the outright share of the conference 
title. And because Southern Miss shared the 
title with Houston, it was the Cougars who 
went to the Liberty Bowl. Last fall they called 
that disappointing in Hattiesburg. Today, 
they call it motivation. And Bower's squad 
appears to be the team to beat because he has 
talented players returning at the skilled posi- 
tions as well as across the defense. 

By the end of last season there was little 
doubt Lee Roberts had developed into the 
second most dangerous quarterback in the 
league. And now that Chuck Clements is no 
longer at Houston, Roberts is the man to stop. 
He no longer has to split time and he can 
work on building upon his dazzling 61 percent 
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completion average. Sherrod Gideon, who 
averaged 15 yards per catch, is a certified 
game-breaker. 

Not that Southern Miss has to pass the 
ball on first down. Eric Booth returns at tail- 
back, and he can both run and catch effec- 
tively, combining for 868 yards, 699 yards of 
which came on the ground. 

As usual, Southern Miss will bloody your 
nose. The Golden Eagles finished fifth if the 
nation in takeaways last season with 34. 
Here's the bad news for other C-USA teams: 
Linebacker Marchant Kenney returns and fig- 
ures to be the league’s best tackler. He was 
everywhere last fall, contributing 141 tackles. 

Defensive backs Patrick Surtain, Perry 
Phenix and Jamaal Alexander give Bower the 
league’s strongest secondary, too. 

Of course, the Golden Eagles could have 
the league's toughest schedule. Name another 
team that plays Florida, Alabama and 
Tennessee away from home. But that’s the 
Southern Miss way. Schedule big. Think big. 
This season it should pay off in the confer- 
ence title that slipped away last season. 


2. EAST CAROLINA PIRATES 

Coach: Steve Logan, 6th year, 31-26 

'96 Record: 8-3 

Stadium/Location: Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium (43,000)/ 
Greenville, N.C. 

Key Players Lost: Marcus Crandell, QB; Mitchell Galloway, 
WR; Scott Richards,TE; Ron Suddith, OT; Lorenzo West, DT; 
Carlos Brown, LB; Melvin Burke, LB 

Returning Starters: 9 (4 off., 4 def., 1 sp. teams) 

Schedule: S6 at West Virginia; $13 WAKE FOREST; S20 
SOUTH CAROLINA; 04 at Syracuse; 011 SOUTHERN MISS; 
018 at Tulane; 025 MEMPHIS; N1 at Louisville; N8 at 
Houston; N13 CINCINNATI; N22 at North Carolina State 
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All-Conference USA Team 


OFFENSE 
Pos, Player 


HLL Yr. 


Southern Miss 6-1200 Sr. 


RB E. Booth 
le East 


‘RB S.Harley 


WR M. Montano 


Tulane 


South 


TE C.Geason 


Cincinnati 


East Carolina 


holst 


DL T.Darden 


DL A.Thomas 


LB M. Kenney 
B ‘Singletos 


DB P. Surtain 


East Carolina 


Memphis 


6-2/201 Jr. 


OVERVIEW: There’s a new kid on the blocking 
sled in C-USA this season, but don't look for 
anybody to push these Pirates around. After 
20 seasons as an independent, East Carolina 
joins the league as a program with a football 


tradition as formidable as any of its new rivals. 

Coach Steve Logan has things rolling in 
Greenville. At least he must because Logan 
declined to become a serious candidate at 
Kentucky, Illinois and several other larger 
schools that were interested in talking to him 
about job openings after last season. 

And what a season it was. East Carolina 
throttled three name teams from three larger 
conferences—stopping South Carolina, 23- 
7, waxing Miami (Fla.), 31-6, and concluded 
its fun with a 50-29 romp over North 
Carolina State. 

The victory margins might not be as large 
this season because the Pirates only return 
four starters on offense and four more on 
defense. But Logan has already proven he 
knows how to rebuild. 

Offensively, it helps to begin with the 
nation’s leading returning rusher. Scott 
Harley, a junior tailback, rolled to 1,745 yards 
last season, scoring 14 TDs. He also caught 25 
passes for another 199 yards. Harley will have 
to earn his yards this year because Logan used 
spring practice to find four new starting offen- 
sive linemen. Junior Corey Russell and 
Sherwin Latrel, a redshirt freshman, showed 
promise at offensive guard. And Mondell 
Corbett was moved from defensive tackle to 
offensive tackle. 

Dan Gonzalez moves into the quarterback 
spot. He benefitted from Carolina’s strong 
season by getting enough playing time to 
complete 90 of 172 passes for 1,322 yards. He 
needs to improve his accuracy because his 
touchdown/interception ratio of 7/6 does not 
win you games. 

Gonzalez will be fortunate to throw to 
Larry Shannon, a sleek 6-foot-6 receiver who 
led the nation in yards per reception (21.4) 
last season with 39 catches for 834 yards and 
nine TDs. 

The defense needs just as much work. The 
top five tacklers from the 1996 defense, 
which limited opponents to 338 yards per 
game, must be replaced. 

Dwayne Ledford and Travis Darden will 
anchor the defensive line, while Kendrick 
Phillips and Kelvin Suggs bring experience to 
the secondary. Logan is counting on the 
return of two injured players to lift the 
defense. Linebacker Jeff Kerr, who missed all 
of last season with a knee injury, is back. And 
the Pirates are also counting on Dwight 
Henry to recover from a knee injury to help at 
cornerback. 

As usual, the East Carolina schedule is 
ambitious, but the conference portion includes 
several  breaks—Southern Miss and 
Cincinnati, two other topcontenders, come to 
Greenville. 


3. HOUSTON COUGARS 

Coach: Kim Helton, 5th year, 11-33-1 
"96 Record: 7-5 (4-1 conf.) 
Stadium/Location: Astrodome 
Stadium (23,000)/Houston, Texas 
Key Players Lost: Chuck Clements, QB (1st-team All-C- 
USA); Antowain Smith, RB (1st-team All-C-USA); Marcus 
Spriggs, OL (1st-team All-C-USA); DamionJohnson, WR (1st- 
team All-C-USA); Delmonico Montgomery, DB (1st-team All- 
C-USA) 

Returning Starters: 17 (5 off., 10 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Schedule: A30, at Alabama (in Birmingham); S6 CALIFOR- 
NIA; S13 PITTSBURGH; S27 at Minnesota; 04 at UCLA; 018 
CINCINNATI; 025 at Louisville; N1 at Memphis; N8 EAST 
CAROLINA; N15 at Southern Mississippi; N22 TULANE 


(60,000); Robertson 


OVERVIEW: After failing to record a winning 
season since 1990, everything finally got 
lovely in Houston again last fall. The 
Cougars were the surprise champion in the 
first year of Conference USA football play, 
winning four of five league games and claim- 
ing the league's first berth in the Liberty 
Bowl. And coach Kim Helton became a pop- 
ular man around town—not for his ability to 
sketch formations, but for his ability to save 
relationships. Helton turned part of his radio 
call-in show into a love-line to assist the 
romantically impaired and his popularity 
blossomed across town. 

Now it’s back to the more imposing task 
of coaching a football team. Houston loses a 
ton of talented people on the offensive side 
of the ball, and that’s how the Cougars beat 
teams last season, by outscoring them. 
Helton must replace five starters on offense 
while tightening a defense that allowed 24 
or more points in 9 of 12 games. It all begins 
at quarterback, where C-USA Offensive 
Player of the Year Chuck Clements has 
departed with his 2,417 yards passing. Don’t 
look for the Cougars to settle on a quarter- 
back until early in the season. Jason 
McKinley and Tyson Helton looked best in 
spring ball, but Glenn Odell and Brian 
Thieb remain in the hunt. 

The running game should bounce back 
quicker. Top NFL draft pick Antowain 
Smith is gone with his 1,239 yards rushing, 
but the Cougars return three starting offen- 
sive linemen, plus tight end Rodney Griffin. 
That should create holes for elusive Ketric 
Sanford, who ran for 747 yards as Smith’s 
backup last season. 

Defensively the good news is that 10 
starters return. The bad news is that the 10 
starters were the heart of a unit that allowed 
nearly 400 ypg. last season and were burned 
on third-down conversions 42 percent of the 
time, and on fourth-down conversions 55 per- 
cent of the time. 
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4. CINCINNATI BEARCATS 

Coach: Rick Minter, 4th year, 14-18-1 

'96 Record: 6-5 (2-3 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Nippert Stadium (35,000)/Cincinnati, 
Ohio 

Key Players Lost: Darrius Felder, DT (1st-team All-C-USA); 
Sam Garnes, DB (1st-team All-C-USA); Steve Smith, P (ist- 
team All-C-USA) 

Returning Starters: 16 (9 off., 6 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: A28 TULSA; S6 at Tulane; S20 KANSAS; S27 at 
Boston College; 04 MEMPHIS; 011 ALABAMA-BIRMING- 
HAM; 018 at Houston; 025 at Miami (Ohio); N1 SOUTHERN 
MISS; N8 LOUISVILLE; N13 at East Carolina 


OVERVIEW: If it’s possible to have a disap- 
pointing season after winning 6 of 11 
gameswhile putting together back-to-back 
winning years, then Cincinnati qualifies. 

The Bearcats stumbled out of the gate, 
losing their home opener badly to Tulane 
and were smoked by Kansas State, 35-0, two 
weeks later. They were 2-4 when they fell off 
the C-USA radar screen, which is one rea- 
son why few people remember that Rick 
Minter’s squad rallied to win four of its final 
five games to finish in a three-way tie for 
third place. Cincinnati was the only confer- 
ence team to defeat Houston, the league 
champion. 

This year, Minter—a former Notre Dame 
assistant—hopes to start strong and stay 
strong. His entire starting offensive backfield 
is back, along with the complete offensive 
line. And the best news is that running back 
Orlando Smith, who missed much of last 
year with an ankle injury, looked good dur- 
ing spring drills. 

Chad Plummer will run the show at quar- 
terback. He completed 102 of 198 passes, but 
hurt the Bearcats by throwing more INTs (8) 
than TDs (7). Expect Cincinnati to rely on 
its running game, especially if Smith returns 
to form, where he can join tailback Daryl 
Royal (853 yards) and fullback Landon 
Smith (511 yards) to give Cincinnati the 
best trio of backs in the league. 

Receiver remains a question. Both 
starters are gone, which will create playing 
time for Cornelius Bonner, who had a solid 
spring. 

Defense should remain a Cincinnati 
strength. The unit directed by Rex Ryan, the 
son of former NFL head coach Buddy Ryan, 
limited opponents to 278 ypg. last season. 

The Bearcats can dominate games at 
linebacker with Phillip Curry and Brad 
Jackson, the top two tacklers from the 1996 
squad. Curry is a senior who already ranks as 
the school’s fifth all-time leading tackler and 
has recorded at least 100 tackles for three 
straight seasons. 
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5. LOUISVILLE CARDINALS 

Coach: Ron Cooper, 3rd year, 12-10 

’96 Record: 5-6 (2-3 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Cardinal Stadium (35,500)/Louisville, Ky 
Key Players Lost: Carl Powell, DE (ist-team All-C-USA); 
‘Tyrus McCloud, LB (1st-team All-C-USA); Sam Madison, DB 
(1st-team All-C-USA); Leland Taylor, DT (2nd-team All-C-USA) 
Returning Starters: 17 (9 off., 7 def. 1 sp. teams) 

Schedule: A30 at Kentucky; S6 UTAH; $13 ILLINOIS; S20 
PENN STATE; S27 at Oklahoma; 04 at Southern Miss; 011 
TULANE; 025 HOUSTON; N1 EAST CAROLINA; N8 at 
Cincinnati; N15 at Memphis 


OVERVIEW: The Cardinals were a classic case 
of a Top 20 defense and a Top 60 offense last 
season—and the results were not as promising 
as coach Ron Cooper had in mind. 

Despite the fine work of a defense that 
ranked fourth in the nation in total defense 
and rushing defense last season, the Cards 
slipped to 5-6, failing to score more than a sin- 
gle touchdown against Southern Mississppi, 
Cincinnati or Houston. Changes were neces- 
sary and changes were made. Cooper elevated 
assistant Don Kirkpatrick to offensive coordi- 
nator and hired Mark McHale, the guy who 
recruited Brett Favre, to rebuild his offensive 
line. Job One is to stop the Cards from turning 
the ball over 35 times again. 

Fortunately, both coaches have plenty of 
pieces to tinker with. Sophomore quarterback 
Chris Redman had a fine rookie season, 
bumping Jason Payne from the starting lineup 
in mid-year, throwing for 1,773 yards and 
leading the Cards to an upset victory at 
Michigan State. Now he must cut back on his 
nine INTs while finding more people than 
possession receiver Miguel Montano. 

It’s the running game that needs work. 
Nobody in Cooper's lineup ran for 500 yards. 
That should change. Raphael Cooper arrives as 
a transfer from Minnesota, bringing breakaway 
speed. Donnell Gordon is a dependable runner 
who can also caught 20 passes. And Frank 
Moreau should return from the knee injury he 
suffered in the opening game last year. 

McHale believes he uncovered two guys 
who like to hit people during spring drills— 
massive sophomore Mark Grivna, who is 6-9, 
330 and Anthony Byrd, a smaller, 6-5, 282. 

Defensively there is work to do. Four mem- 
bers from defensive coordinator Everett 
Withers’ unit were selected in the NFL draft. 
Tyrus McCloud, the two-time C-USA 
Defensive Player of the Year is a major loss as is 
defensive back Sam Madison, who had six INTs 
and also made some big plays at wide receiver. 

Look for Kendrick Gholston and Mike 
Gantous to anchor the line. Cooper believes 
that sophomore defensive end Derrick Kennedy 
has the ability to become one of the best players 
in the league when he gains experience. 
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6. MEMPHIS TIGERS 

Coach: Rip Scherer, 3rd year, 7-15 

°96 Record: 4-7 (2-3 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Liberty Bowl (62,380)/Memphis, Tenn 
Key Players Lost: Richard Hogans, LB (1st-team All-C- 
USA); Tony Williams, DT (2nd-team All-C-USA); Keith Spann, 
DB (2nd-team All-C-USA) 

Returning Starters: 11 (6 off, 4 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: A30 at Mississippi State; S6 ALABAMA-BIRMING- 
HAM; S13 at Michigan State; S20 MINNESOTA; 04 at 
Cincinnati; 011 ARKANSAS STATE; 025 at East Carolina; N1 
HOUSTON; N8 at Tulane; N15 LOUISVILLE; N22 SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 


OVERVIEW: The Tigers finished second in the 
nation in largest attendance increase last sea- 
son, as their average home crowd jumped by 
15,826 per game. Their defense was outstand- 
ing, allowing 17 or less points in seven games. 
The program celebrated a geunine Kodak 
moment when the Tigers toppled Tennessee 
and Peyton Manning, 21-17. 

Now Memphis has to go to work on some- 
thing more important: a winning season. 

For all the good things Scherer’s program 
did last year, there still was too much heart- 
burn. An 0-2 start. A four-game midseason 
losing streak that included an embarrassing 
loss to Southwestern Louisiana. 

Improvement will be difficult. Scherer must 
rebuild most of his defense, while breaking in a 
new quarterback. Qadry Anderson is gone and 
his replacement will not be determined until 
the fall. Bernard Odom, who completed half of 
his 16 passes last season, did not separate him- 
self from Kent Evans during spring drills. 

Whichever quarterback wins the job will 
have several talented receivers to catch the 
football. Richie Floyd, an explosive junior, 
made at least one catch in all 11 games and 
set a school record for most receptions by a 
sophomore with 43. Chancy Carr, who aver- 
aged 14 ypc., returns to play flanker. 

The running game has equal promise. 
Gerald Amold, a redshirt sophomore, was the 
leading rusher during spring drills, but he will 
have to displace returning starter Teofilo 
Riley (572 yards, three TDs) for the starting 
job. Memphis only averaged 2.8 ypc. on the 
ground last season, so the running game needs 
a major upgrade. 

Defensively, Scherer must go to work. He’s 
lost his top five tacklers from a unit that 
knocked loose 28 turnovers and finished third 
in the league in scoring defense. Marquis 
Bowling, a 6-1, 245-pound defensive end, is 
the only returning front-seven player. 

The secondary will have to be the 
strength of the defensive unit. Three starters 
return from a group that intercepted 14 passes 
last season, which ranked second in the 
league. 


7. TULANE GREEN WAVE 

Coach: Tommy Bowden, 1st season 

’96 Record: 2-9 (1-4 C-USA) 

Stadium/Location: Superdome (70,892)/New Orleans, La. 
Key Players Lost: Cyril Brockmeier, OT (1st-team All-C- 
USA); Will Carlisle, OT (2nd-tearn All-C-USA); Joel Locker, DT 
(2nd-team All-C-USA) 

Returning Starters: 12 (3 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Schedule: S6 CINCINNATI; S13 RICE; S20 at Syracuse; 04 
ARMY, 011 at Louisville; 018 EAST CAROLINA; 025 at 
Southern Mississippi; N1 at Southwestern Louisiana; N8 
MEMPHIS; N15 MISSISSIPPI; N22 at Houston 


OVERVIEW: It’s rebuilding time for the Green 
Wave—again. It’s time to hope for a winning 
season—again. It’s time to wonder if a pro- 
gram that plays right in the heart of football 
country at the most glamorous football 
address in the South (the Superdome) can 
put some glamour in its football program— 
again. 

Now it's Tommy Bowden's turn to figure 
out what is wrong with Tulane football. The 
Green Wave have not celebrated a winning 
season since 1981, which is one reason 
Bowden has arrived from Auburn to replace 
Buddy Teevens. 

Bowden, of course, is the son of Florida 
State coach Bobby Bowden and the brother of 
Terry Bowden, for whom he served as an offen- 
sive assistant at Auburn. Bowden's background 
in several stints as an offensive coordinator sug- 
gests he is not afraid to put the ball in the air. 

That philosophy fits with Tulane’s return- 
ing talent—wide receivers JaJuan Dawson, 
PJ. Franklin and John Donahue have all 
shown ability. There is some question about 
quarterback Shaun King’s ability to deliver 
the ball. He completed only 48 percent of his 
273 attempts. His touchdown/interception 
ratio was an ordinary 8/7. 

Although Bowden loves to throw the ball, 
he is not averse to experimenting with his 
personnel. Tight end Cory Geason, a first- 
team All C-USA performer, was used at 
offensive tackle for part of spring practice. 
Bowden must also jump-start the Green 
Wave running game, which is led by junior 
Jamaican Dartez, a tiny, 5-8, 188 junior who 
ran for 583 yards last season. 

Defensively, Bowden will build with line- 
backer Derrick Singleton, one of the league's 
best overall hitters and coverage guys. Not 
only did he contribute 77 tackles, Singleton 
also intercepted three passes. Brian Williams, 
another senior linebacker, is also a ferocious 
hitter. And junior cornerback Michael Jordan 
did his name proud by setting a school record 
by breaking up 15 passes. 


Rich Bozich covers Conference USA for the 
Louisville Courier-Journal 


Mid-American 


By Aimee Ford 


elcome to the new and improved, or at least bigger, Mid-American 


Conference. 


Marshall, last year’s undefeated Division I-AA national champ, and Northern 
Illinois join the MAC this year, expanding the ranks to 12 schools and two divisions. 
The result? On Dec. 5 East will meet West in the MAC's first championship game 


between divisional winners. 


For those keeping track, the conference split its best rivalry, Toledo and Bowling 
Green. The allure is a title game between the two, but that seems unlikely this year. 
By the way, both Marshall and NIU are former MAC members. 


EAST DIVISION 
1. MIAMI REDSKINS 


Coach: Randy Walker, 8th year, 41-31-5 

"96 Record: 6-5 (6-2 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Yager Stadium (30,000)/Oxford, Ohio 
Key Players Lost: Tremayne Banks, WR (2nd-team 
All-MAC); Ty King, RB (1st-team All-MAC); Matt Craves, OL 
(1st-team All-MAC); Dee Osbome, LB (1st-team All-MAC); 
Jason Holmes, DL (1st team All-MAC) 

Returning Starters: 14 (7 off., 6 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 BALL STATE; Sept. 6 at Bowling 
Green; Sept. 13 AKRON; Sept. 27 at Army; Oct. 4 at 
Virginia Tech; Oct. 11 at Kent; Oct. 18 MARSHALL; Oct. 25 
CINCINNATI; Nov. 1 at Toledo; Nov. 8 at Ohio; Nov. 15 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Players to Watch 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Randy Moss, Marshall 
Defensive Player of the Year; 
Kevin O'Neill, Bowling Green 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Jeff Staniszewski, Ohio 


Predicted Order of F h 


EAST DIVISION 
1 MIAMI 
2 OHIO 
3 MARSHALL 
4 BOWLING GREEN 
5 AKRON 
6 KENT 


WEST DIVISION 
1 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
2 TOLEDO 
3 BALL STATE 
4 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
5 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
6 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


OVERVIEW: Stingy Miami was ninth in the 
nation in scoring defense (15.3 points per 
game) last year, and six starters return. 
Leading the way is linebacker JoJuan Armour 
who had 98 tackles last year. Three of the four 
linemen return as does first-team All-MAC 
cornerback Jamie Taylor. 

Quarterback Sam Ricketts, a two-year 
starter who already owns Miami's record for 
career passing touchdowns (28), is back for 
his senior year and is the key to a more consis- 
tent offense. He’ll have some new faces in the 
backfield and in the receiving corps, but three 
linemen return led by two-time, first-team 
All-MAC guard Mike Bird. 


2. OHIO BOBCATS 


Coach: Jim Grobe, 3rd season, 8-14-1 

196 Record: 6-6 (5-3 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Peden Stadium (20,000)/Athens, Ohio. 
Key Players Lost: Jason Caudill, OL (1st-team All-MAC); 
Mario Daniel, DL (1st-team All-MAC); Bobby Holloway, DL; 
Ron Rieder, DL. 

Returning Starters: 15 (5 off., 8 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 KENT; Sept. 6 at Maryland; Sept. 13 at 
Kansas State; Sept. 20 BUFFALO; Sept. 27 WESTERN MICHI- 
GAN; Oct. 4 at Eastern Michigan; Oct. 18 BG; Oct. 25 at 
AKRON; Nov. 1 at Norther Illinois; Nov. 8 MIAMI (OHIO); Nov. 
15 at Marshall 


OVERVIEW: Third-year coach Jim Grobe has 
done a masterful job of putting in the 
option and most of the skill people are back 
including first-team All-MAC quarterback 
Kareem Wilson and fullback Steve 
Hookfin, who went for 1,125 yards. 
However, all the talent is moot if Grobe 
can’t replace four holes left in the offensive 
line. 

Plus, OU needs to and plans to find a 
way to move the ball through the air more 
often and with more efficiency. The 
defense, which was the best in the confer- 
ence last year, returns eight starters but must 
replace all of its down linemen. 

“If we can replace the defensive line- 
men with capable reserves, we will be tough 
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OFFENSE 

Pos. Player College HL/Wt. Yr. 
QB KWilson Ohio 5-7/190 Jr. 

RBS. Massey Cent.Michigan 5-8/180 Jr. 

RB A. Whatley Kent 5-7/182 Sr. 

WR R.Allen Cent.Michigan 6-0/178 Jr. 

WR R.Moss. Marshall 6-5/210 So. 
TE A.Simonson Cent.Michigan 6-5/250 Jr. 

OL M.Bird Miami 6-2/300 Sr. 
OL R.Ferris Cent. Michigan 6-3/290 Sr. 

OL J. Lewandowski W. Michigan 6-2/278 Sr. 
OL M.Solominsky Ohio 6-2/280 Jr. 

OL J.Wade Marshall 6-5/288 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

DLL. Dalton E. Michigan 6-0/315 Sr. 
DL D.Hummell Ball State 6-5/258 Jr. 
DL D.King BowlingGreen 6-1/260 Jr. 
DL J. Richards Toledo 6-3/265 Sr. 
LB K.O'Neill BowlingGreen 6-1/200 Sr. 
LB M.Matthews Toledo 5-11/185 Sr. 
LB JJ.Armour = Miami 6-1/220 Jr. 
DB J. Taylor Miami 5-9/170 Sr. 
DB D.Fitzpatrick Ohio 5-10/185 Jr. 
DB C.Love Toledo 5-11/180 Sr. 
DB A.McCray Akron 5-10/180 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

KB. Lockliear —_ Ball State 5-10/179 Sr. 
P  A.Pollock © BowlingGreen 6-2/195 Jr. 
RS M.Freeman Toledo » 5-10/170 Sr, 


again,” Grobe said. “We have some talent- 
ed players battling for these positions.” 


3. MARSHALL THUNDERING HERD 


Coach: Bob Pruett, 2nd year, 15-0 

‘96 Record: 15-0 (8-0 Southern Conference) 
Stadium/Location: Marshall —_University 
(30,000)/Huntington, W.Va. 

Key Players Lost: Eric Kresser, QB (1st-team, All-SC); Billy 
Lyon, DL (first-team All-team SC); Erik Thomas, RB (2nd- 
team, all-SC); Tim Martin, WR 

Returning Starters: 13 (3 off., 5 def., 5 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 at West Virginia; Sept. 6 at Army; Sept. 
13 at Kent; Sept. 20 WESTERN ILLINOIS; Sept. 27 at Ball 
State; Oct. 11 AKRON; Oct. 18 at Miami (Ohio); Oct. 25 
EASTERN MICHIGAN; Nov. 1 at Central Michigan; Nov. 8 
BOWLING GREEN; Nov. 15 OHIO 


Stadium 


OVERVIEW: This is a great program. But will 
the Herd thunder through the MAC like it 
did on its way to the Division I-AA nation- 
al title last fall? There is talent, and some of 
it Division | all the way, like receiver Randy 
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Moss who caught 78 passes for 1,709 yards 
and 28 touchdowns and returned 18 kicks 
for 612 yards. He will be one of the best 
players in the MAC. However, the 
Thundering Herd must replace its quarter- 
back and leading rusher, although returnee 
Doug Chapman rushed for 1,282 yards. The 
defense also excelled, allowing just 14 
points per game. 


4. BOWLING GREEN FALCONS 
Coach: Gary Blackney, 7th years, 45-21-2 

'96 Record: 4-7 (3-5 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Doyt L. Perry Stadium (30,599)/Bowling 
Green, Ohio 

Key Players Lost: Courtney Davis, TB (2nd-team All-MAC); 
Keylan Cates, TB; Dave Bruhowzki, DE; Tony Everhart, DB 
Returning Starters: 20 (7 off., 9 def., 4 sp. teams) 

Schedule: Aug, 30 at Louisiana Tech; Sept, 6 MIAMI (OHIO); 
Sept. 13 at Ohio State; Sept. 20 at Akron; Sept. 27 at Kansas 
State; Oct. 4 NORTHERN ILLINOIS; Oct. 11 WESTERN MICHI- 
GAN; Oct. 18 at Ohio; Oct. 25 TOLEDO; Nov. 1 at Kent; Nov, 8 
at Marshall 


OVERVIEW: Junior quarterback Bobby Niemet, 
a mobile, strong-armed thrower with a 
propensity for injury, is the centerpiece of an 
offense that has to improve. It was the worst 
in the MAC last year. The receivers are 
sound, but that’s it. The backfield is empty— 
graduation and injuries gobbled up the expe- 
rienced backs—leaving coach Gary Blackney 


to look at youngsters, transfers and converted 
defensive players at the position. 

The line is a problem too. For two years 
it has been porous. Three experienced 
players on the interior, flanked by younger, 
talented, mobile tackles, is the formula 
this season. 

“Hopefully we are finished with the grow- 
ing pains and can mold a highly efficient, 
effective, productive unit,” Blackney said. 


5. AKRON ZIPS 

Coach: Lee Owens, 3rd year, 6-16 

'96 Record: 4-7 (3-5 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Rubber Bowl (35,202)/Akron, Ohio 

Key Players Lost: Yasin Reeder, TB; Devon Scott, WR; Jason 
Taylor, DE (1st-team All-MAC); John Harpring, SS 

Returning Starters: 17 (5 off., 9 def., 3 sp, teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 at Nebraska; Sept. 13 at Miami (Ohio); 
Sept. 20 BOWLING GREEN; Sept. 27 at Louisiana State; Oct. 
4 CENTRAL MICHIGAN; Oct. 11 at Marshall; Oct. 18 at 
Eastern Michigan; Oct. 25 OHIO; Nov. 1 at Ball State; Nov. 8 
KENT; Nov. 15 at Toledo. 


OVERVIEW: Akron returns 46 letterwinners 
including nine defensive starters—from a 
team that won three of its last four games a 


year ago. A modest achievement, but a step 
up for a program that hasn’t had a winning 
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since 1992, 
its first year 


season when it went 
7-3-1 in in the MAC. 
Sophomore quarterback Greg Gromek start- 
ed only three games, but won them all. Two 
other youngsters will challenge. Akron needs 
a tailback, but has two good fullbacks. Most 
of the receivers are young. Three starters 
return on the line. 

Akron had the third-best defense in the 
MAC last year and it should be better this 
year. Senior LB Nate Boyd leads the pack 
after racking up 140 tackles last year. Akron 
has so many linebackers one or two might 
move to other positions. Seven experienced 
DBs return. The line has been a problem, but 
depth is improved. 


6. KENT GOLDEN FLASHES 

Coach: Jim Corrigall, 4th year, 5-27-1 

'96 Record: 2-9 (1-7 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Dix Stadium (30,520)/Kent, Ohio. 

Key Players Lost: 0.J. Santiago, TE (2nd-team All-MAC); 
Eugene Baker, WR; Lance Hanse, WR; Joe Karr, DB. 
Returning Starters: 17 (8 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams) 

Schedule: Aug. 28 at Ohio; Sept. 6 at Youngstown State; 
Sept. 13 MARSHALL; Sept. 20 at Eastern Michigan; Oct. 4 
CENTRAL FLORIDA (HC); Oct. 11 MIAMI (OHIO); Oct. 18 at 
Western Michigan; Oct. 25 CENTRAL MICHIGAN; Nov. 1 
BOWLING GREEN; Nov. 8 at Akron; Nov. 22 at Navy 


OVERVIEW: Junior quarterback Todd Goebbel 
and senior tailback Astron Whatley are the 
focal points of a high-powered offense that 
returns eight starters. Kent had the second- 
best offense in the MAC last year, 356.3 yards 
per game, but that didn’t translate into wins 
because the defense was so bad it was off the 
charts, allowing an amazing 486.7 yards per 
game. 

Eight defensive starters return. Also, of 
the 17 recruits signed this year, 12 are defen- 
sive players including a trio of junior college 
transfers. Kent’s linebackers collected tackles 
in bushes a year ago, which points to a weak- 
ness up front. The best of the linemen was 
Tyrell Clinton who was eighth on the team 
with 50 tackles—but he completed his eligi- 
bility. Kent needs help here this season, or it 
could be a replay of last year: good offense, no 
defense. 


WEST DIVISION 
1. CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHIPPEWAS 


Coach: Dick Flyn, 4th year, 18-16 

"96 Record: 5-6 (4-4 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Kelly/Shorts Stadium (20,086)/Mt. 
Pleasant, Mich. 

Key Players Lost: Chad Damell, QB (1st-team All-MAC); 
Chris Parmele, FB; Quincy Wright, DB; Bubba Hester, DL 
Returning Starters: 16 (7 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 


SE eee 


Schedule: Aug. 28 NORTHERN ILLINOIS; Sept. 6 at Florida; 
Sept. 13 BOISE STATE; Sept. 20 at Louisiana Tech; Sept. 27 
EASTERN MICHIGAN; Oct. 4 at Akron; Oct. 11 TOLEDO; Oct. 
18 at Ball State; Oct. 25 at Kent; Nov. 1 MARSHALL; Nov. 8 at 
Western Michigan. 


OVERVIEW: An improved defense will be key 
to Central’s run at the West Division title, 
and a capable quarterback plugged into a 
strong unit of skill players could be the gate- 
way toa MAC title. CMU was ninth in the 
MAC in total defense (424.9) last year, sev- 
enth in points allowed (25.2.) Those 
mediocre numbers, even with the top 
offense, ensured a tough season. The defen- 
sive line is back in total, but some freshmen 
like Casey Laughlin, Zach Poff and Eric 
Salani will have a chance to play at line- 
backer. The corners are set, including 
Shawn Williams who led CMU with 77 
tackles last season, but the safeties are wide 
open. 

Senior Tim Crowley, who has never let- 
tered, should get the nod at QB to replace 
record-breaker Chad Darnell. CMU is flush 
with All-MAC tailback Silas Massey (1,544 
yards), All-MAC receiver Reggis Allen (66 
catches, 1,229) and All-MAC tight end 
Adam Simonson (31, 473) all returning. 
Four starters are back on the line. “Even 
though (Tim) doesn’t have much experi- 
ence, he has been in the program for four 
years and will be surrounded by veterans,” 
coach Dick Flynn said. 


2. TOLEDO ROCKETS 

Coach: Gary Pinkel, 7th year, 41-23-3 

'96 Record: 7-4 (6-2 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Glass Bowl (26,248)/Toledo, Ohio 

Key Players Lost: Ryan Huzjak, QB (2nd-team All-MAC), 
Nate Johnson, OL (2nd-team All-MAC); James Springs, 
WR; Mark Herron, DB (lst-team, All-MAC); Jamie 
Johnson, LB; Craig Dues, LB; Ty Grude, P (2nd-team 
All-MAC) 

Returning Starters: 14 (5 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Sept. 6 PURDUE; Sept. 13 EASTERN MICHIGAN; 
Sept. 20 at Western Michigan; Sept. 27 NEVADA; Oct. 11 
at Central Michigan; Oct. 18 NORTHERN ILLINOIS; Oct. 25 
at Bowling Green; Nov. 1 MIAMI; Nov. 8 at Ball State; Nov. 
15 AKRON; Nov. 22 at Central Florida. 


OVERVIEW: The Rocket defense has been 
oft-maligned of late and more often over- 
looked because of a gaudy, record-breaking 
offense. Not this year. An improved defen- 
sive unit returns eight starters and 10 other 
letterwinners on defense, led by a trio of 
All-MAC caliber seniors: tackle Jason 
Richards, outside linebacker Marcus 
Matthews and cornerback Clarence Love. 
With questions at tailback and quarter- 


back, the offense is an unknown. Will 1995 
MAC Player of the Year Wasean Tait return 
to tailback this season after a devastating 
knee injury in last year’s season opener? 
And who can replace four-year quarterback 
Ryan Huzjak? Huzjak was a record-breaker, 
but perhaps more important, an unparal- 
leled leader. Junior Chris Wallace is the 
apparent successor. 

“What's critical is | don’t want to go 
through growing pains with any quarter- 
back,” coach Gary Pinkel said. “It will be 
our challenge to put the quarterbacks 
through intense learning situations in 
practice that will offset their lack of 
experience.” 


3. BALL STATE CARDINALS 

Coach: Bill Lynch, 3rd year, 15-8 

'96 Record: 8-4 (7-1 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Ball State Stadium (21,581)/Muncie, Ind. 
Key Players Lost: Brad Maynard, P (conf. MVP, conf. defen- 
sive player of year); Brent Baldwin, QB; Tony Rousch, OL. 
(1st-team All-MAC); Mike Kerrigan, OL (2nd-team, All-MAC); 
Michael Blair, RB; Aaron Gralak, LB (1st-team All-MAC); 
Raphael Ball, DB (1st-team All-MAC); Cory Gilliard, DB (1st- 
team All-MAC) 

Returning Starters: 8 (3 off., 4 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug, 30 at Miami (Ohio); Sept. 6 JAMES MADI- 
SON; Sept. 13 at Indiana; Sept. 20 at Purdue; Sept. 27 MAR- 
SHALL; Oct. 4 at Western Michigan; Oct. 11 at Eastern 
Michigan; Oct. 18 CENTRAL MICHIGAN; Oct. 25 at Northern 
Illinois; Nov. 1 AKRON; Nov. 8 TOLEDO 


OVERVIEW: Graduation hit the defending 
MAC champs hard. On offense, only tackles 
Eric Lows and Joe Schmitt and tight end 
Dane Wheeler return. Tailback LeAndre 
Moore does bring experience; he rushed for 
621 yards and caught 11 passes for 102. BSU 
returns no experience at quarterback. 

The defense was ranked 32nd in the 
nation, but only four starters return: tackle 
Damon Hummel, linebackers Jeff Phelps and 
Howard Simms and safety Keyon Laws. 
Simms had 114 tackles last year. 

Placekicker Brent Lockliear, one of the 
most accurate in the country, returns. 
However, replacing six-time All-America 
punter Brad Maynard—the only Division | 
punter ever named his conference’s MVP— 
may be impossible. 


4. EASTERN MICHIGAN HURONS 
Coach: Rick Rasnick, 3rd year, 9-13 

'96 Record: 3-8 (3-5 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Rynearson Stadium (30,200)/Ypsilanti, 
Mich. 

Key Players Lost: Ontario Prior, WR (2nd-team All-MAC); 
Matt Gregory, OL (2nd-team All-MAC); Mark Langkos, LB 
(2nd-team All-MAC); Kevin Kwiatkowski, DL (2nd-team All- 
MAC); Marcus Cox, DB 


Returning Starters: 16 (8 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Sept. 6 at Missouri; Sept. 13 at Toledo; Sept. 20 
KENT; Sept. 27 at Central Michigan; Oct. 4 OHIO; Oct. 11 
BALL STATE; Oct. 18 AKRON; Oct. 25 at Marshall; 
Nov. 1 WESTERN MICHIGAN; Nov. 8 at Northern Illinois; 
Nov. 15 at Central Florida 


OVERVIEW: The Hurons are deep, experienced 
and talented, but coach Rick Rasnick faces a 
huge question: Who is the quarterback? 
Charlie Batch is back for a rare sixth-year 
after an injury forced him to miss most of last 
season. In 1995, he was first-team All-MAC 
and shattered 12 records. Walt Church, a true 
freshman last season, stepped in for Batch last 
year and took up the slack. He started the last 
nine games and was the co-freshman of the 
year. He set single-game records for passing 
yards (450) and attempts (62) against Central 
Michigan. 


5. WESTERN MICHIGAN BRONCOS 
Coach: Gary Darnell, 1st year. 

'96 Record: 2-9 (2-6 conf.) 

Stadium/Location: Waldo Stadium (30,200)/Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 

Key Players Lost: Tony Knox, WR (1st-team All-MAC); Chris 
Dawson, DL 

Returning Starters: 15 (6 offense, 7 defense, 2 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 28 TEMPLE; Sept. 6 at Michigan State; Sept. 
13 at Northern Illinois; Sept. 20 TOLEDO; Sept. 27 at Ohio; 
Oct. 4 BALL STATE; Oct. 11 at Bowling Green; Oct. 18 KENT; 
Nov. 1 at Eastern Michigan; Nov. 8 CENTRAL MICHIGAN; Nov. 
15 at Northeast Louisiana 


OVERVIEW: After posting winning records 
for six straight years, the Broncos bottomed 
out last year. It cost Al Molde his job and 
now newcomer Gary Darnell, former defen- 
sive coordinator at Texas, will try to restore 
WMU. He'll have some help. Sophomore 
Tim Lester, who shared conference fresh- 
man of the year honors last season, could be 
the best quarterback in the MAC. Lester 
completed 203 of 363 passes for 2,189 yards 
and 14 touchdowns. The completions set a 
school record. But WMU had the worst run 
offense in the MAC—averaging a scant 95 
yards per game. 

“Offensively, we'll rely on our quarter- 
back Tim Lester and on a line which should 
improve because of game experience,” 
Darnell said. “The question will be at the 
running back and receiver spots.” 

Outside linebacker Rick Lewis and cor- 
nerback Heron O'Neal anchor the defense. 
O’Neal led WMU a year ago with 84 tackles 
while splitting time at corner and safety. 


6. NORTHERN ILLINOIS HUSKIES 
Coach: Joe Novak, 2nd year, 1-10 
Record: 1-10 (major independent) 
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Stadium/Location: Huskie Stadium (31,000)/DeKalb, III. 
Key Players Lost: Charles Talley, RB (3,155 career yards); 
Mitch Jacoby, TE; Leon Moody, WR; Mendel Hester, LB 
Returning Starters: 17 (5 offense, 9 defense, 3 sp. 
teams) 

Schedule: Aug. 28 at Central Michigan; Sept. 6 KANSAS. 
STATE; Sept. 13 WESTERN MICHIGAN; Sept. 20 at North 
Carolina State; Oct. 4 at Bowling Green; Oct. 11 VANDER- 
BILT; Oct. 18 at Toledo; Oct. 25 BALL STATE; Nov. 1 OHIO; 
Nov, 8 EASTERN MICHIGAN; Nov. 15 at Miami (Ohio) 


OVERVIEW: What do you get when you add a 
good recruiting class to the Huskies? A team 
who counts 65 percent of its roster as sopho- 
mores, redshirt freshmen and true freshmen. 
The Huskies will take some hits as they return 
to the MAC. Junior flanker Deon Mitchell is 
one of NIU’s few grizzled veterans. He caught 
31 passes last year and accounted for 1,281 
all-purpose yards. It’s likely no other NIU skill 
position player will be older than a sopho- 
more. Freshman Rob Harding or redshirt 
walk-on Justin Hollman could be the QB. 
Two seniors and a junior anchor the offensive 
line. “We have to improve our passing,” 
coach Joe Novak said. “Until we do, we'll face 
a bunch of nine-man fronts.” 

On defense, 12 of Northern's top 13 tack- 
lers are back, led by junior safety Rayshon 
Jackson. The secondary is deep and fleet. 
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Predicte Finish | 3 Biggest Games 
> OCT. 11 STANFORD AT 
STANFORD ARIEONA 

USC D> Nov. 1 USC AT 
WASHINGTON STATE WASHINGTON 

UCLA > NOV. 22 UCLA AT USC 
ARIZONA 
ARIZONA STATE 
OREGON 
CALIFORNIA 
OREGON STATE 


OCOONOUAWN 
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All-Pac-10 Team 
OFFENSE 
Pos, Player Ht/Wt. Yr. College 


QB: R. Leaf 6-6/245 So. Wash. St. 
RB; M. Black 5-11/195 Sr. Wash. St. 
RB: S. Hicks 6-0/215 Sr. UCLA 

WR; B. Shaw 6-1/180 Sr. California 
‘WR; J. Pathon 5-11/170 Sr. Washington 
TE: C.Cleeland  6-4/265 Sr. Washington 
OL: K.Murphy 6-4/298 += Sr._— Arizona St. 
OL: C. Brymer 6-3/310 = Sr. USC 

OL: 0, Kreutz 6-4/290 Jr. — Washington 
OL: B.Olson 6-4/300 Jr. Washington 
‘OL: C. Overhauser 6-5/281 Sr. UCLA 

PK: J. Smith 6-1/191 Jr. Oregon 


DEFENSE 

DL: J,Salave'a 6-4/280 Sr. — Arizona 
DL: K.Wong 6-3/260 Sr. Stanford 
DL: B.Whiting  6-3/280 Sr. _— California 
DL: D. Boose 6-7/280 Sr. Wash. St. 
LB: C, Draft 6-1/220 Sr. Stanford 
LB: J. Chorak 6-4/250 = Sr. Washington 
LB: C.Burnett © 5-11/228 Sr. — Arizona 
DB; D. McCutcheon 5-11/175 Jr. USC 

DB: S.Williams 6-1/202_ Sr. —« UCLA 

DB: T. Parrish 5-11/208 Sr. Washington 
DB; K.Serwanga 6-0/195 Sr, California 
P: J. Wren 6-0/215 = Sr. USC 


Players To Watch 
Offensive Player of the Year: 
Ryan Leaf, QB, Washington State 


Defensive Player of the Year: 
Jason Chorak, LB, Washington 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Andre Carter, DE, California 
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The days of Desert Swarm—the Arizona 
defense which became one of the nation’s stingi- 
est in the early 1990s—have certainly ended, as 


evidenced by the Wildcats’ season finale (a 56-14 
loss to Arizona State) which clinched the school’s 
first losing season (5-6) since 1991 and its second 
since 1980. 

“Even though last season was a disappoint- 
ment, [ think that group took some positive 
things from it,” said Arizona coach Dick Tomey, 
whose Wildcats are 19-17 over the past four years. 
“Our players have a clear sense of optimism about 
the future.” 

Much of that optimism, for a change, is 
derived from Arizona's offense which will be 
directed for the second straight season by sopho- 
more quarterback Keith Smith. The Wildcats 
also received a boost on defense when senior 
defensive tackle Joe Salave’a, a one-time partial 
qualifier who since has graduated, was awarded a 
fourth season of eligibility by the NCAA. 


OFFENSE: Smith gave the Wildcats a dual 
threat under center for the first time. Smith 
played in every game, starting eight, and threw for 
1450 yards and 11 touchdowns. Iso finished 
second on the squad in rushing with 546 yards 
and eight TDs on 136 carri 

“If you have a player like Keith Smith in your 
program, all things are possible,” Tomey said. 
“And I think he'll be so much better. I think we'll 
find next season that he'll run less 
and throw more because he'll have 
more patience.” 

Smith's primary receivers will 
be senior Jeremy McDaniel—who 
caught 14 passes for 283 yards in 
the Wildcats’ quadruple-overtime 
loss to California last’ season— 
Williams and sophomore 
Dennis Northeutt. Mammoth tight 
end Mike Lucky (6-foot-6, 280 
pounds) also will be a factor. 

The starting tailback slot is wide open, with 
senior Kevin Schmidtke and sophomores Trung 
Canidate and len competing for playing 
time. Junior Kelvin Eafon and senior Charles 
Myles will split duty at fullback for the second 


S 


defense. 


Rodney 


Leon 


consecutive season. 


DEFENSE: This squad will be under new lead- 
ership, as former Wildcats assistant Rich Ellerson 
replaced Larry Mac Duff as defensive coordinator 
after Mac Duff signed with the New York Giants. 
Despite the change, Arizona will continue to run 
its eagle-flex defense, though refinements may be 
needed to return the ’Cats unit to its heyday. 
Salave'a gives Arizona an anchor on the line, 
where he'll be joined by senior ends Steve Tafua 
and Mike Szlauke, and junior tackle Daniel 
Greer. This position is deep, with redshirt fresh- 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* Utilize QB Keith 

Smith to the fullest. 
* Revitalize the 


¢ Survive the early- 
season games, 


CHESTER BURNETT-LB 


men Idris Haroon and Chima Ugwu possibly 
joining returnees Tyron Gunn and Todd 
Thompson in competing for playing time. 

A pair of seniors give the Wildcats a solid 
linebacking corps, with Jimmy Sprotte on the 
outside and Chester Burnett, Arizona’s leading 
tackler for the past two seasons, on the inside. 
Sophs Marcus Bell and DeShon Polk will battle 
for the other starting inside linebacker spot. 

Five starters return in the secondary: corner- 
backs Chris McAlister and Kelly Malveaux, and 
safeties Rashee Johnson, David Fipp and Mikal 
Smith. McAlister is the headliner, finishing fifth 
in the nation last season with six 
picks. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: McAlister 
also is the star of the Wildcats spe- 
cial teams unit, as evidenced by last 
year’s 100-yard kickoff return against 
UCLA. Rodney Williams will han- 
dle Arizona's punt return duties for 
the second season after averaging 
9.6 yards per return a season ago. 
Arizona has no set kicker heading into the 
fall. Mark McDonald only handled kickoffs last 
season, and walk-on Tim Ferlan failed in his bid 
to unseat Matt Peyton as the Wildcats’ kicker. 
Junior college transfer Ryan Springston, a first- 
team NJCAA All-America from Butler County 
(Kan.) College, will replace Peyton as punter. 


RECRUITING: Tomey landed seven PrepStar 
magazine All-Americas, including running back 
William Blocker of San Bernardino (Calif.) 
Pacific High School, wide receiver Brandon 
Nash of Beverly Hills (Calif.) High and defen- 
sive lineman Anthony Thomas of Pasadena 
(Calif.) High. Blocker was a second-team Best 
in the West selection by the Long Beach Press- 
Telegram. 


By Jonathan Dalton 


ARIZONA FACTS 


Coach: Dick Tomey, 65-46-4; 128-92-7 overall 

96 Record: 5-6 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Arizona Stadium, Tuscon, Arizona 
(57,813; grass) 

Returning Starters: 19 (8 off., 10 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Frank Middleton, OL (2nd-team All- 
Pac 10); Matt Peyton, P (2nd-team All-Pac 10); Armon 
Williams, LB; Richard Dice, WR; Wayne Wyatt, OL; 
Gary Taylor, RB; Van Tuinei, DT 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Keith Smith, So., 117-193-1450 yards, 11 
TDs, 6 INTs 

Rushing: Smith, 136 carries, 546 yards, 8 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Jeremy McDaniel, Sr., 31,3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): McDaniel, 607 

Tackles: Chester Burnett, Sr, 124 

Sacks: Joe Salave’a, Sr., 6 

Interceptions: Chris McAlister, Jr., 6 

Punting: None 


Kicking: None 

Points: Smith, 48 

1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/4 atOregon UTEP; W, 23-3 

9/13 ALA-BIRM. at lowa; L, 21-20 

9/20 at Ohio State ILLINOIS; W, 41-0 

9/27 atUCLA at Washington; L, 31-17 
10/4 SAN DIEGO ST WASH. ST.; W, 34-26 
10/11 STANFORD USC; W, 33-7 


10/18 WASHINGTON 
10/25 at Wash. St. 
11/8 at Oregon St. 
11/15 CALIFORNIA 
11/28 at Arizona St. 


OREGON ST,; W, 33-7 
at California; L, 56-55 
at Oregon; L, 49-31 
UCLA; W, 35-17 
ARIZONA ST,; L, 56-14 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: K. Smith (So., 5-11, 202)" _ Brady Batten (Sr., 6-3, 218) _ 
RB: T. Canidate (So., 5-11, 185) _Leon Callen (So., 5-9, 182) 
RB: Kelvin Eafon (Jr,, 6-1, 190) _C. Myles (Sr., 6-0, 241)" 

: R. Williams (Sr, 6-1, 191)" _D. Northcutt (So., 5-10, 160) 
|. McDaniel (Sr., 6-0, 190)* _B. Brennan (So., 5-11, 165) _ 
TE: Mike Lucky (Jr, 6-6, 270)* _R. Bonillas (So., 6-1, 215) 

LT: Ryan Turley (Sr, 6-7, 298)*__M. McFadden (Fr., 6-4, 295) 
LG: Edwin Mulitalo (Jr., 6-4, 340) Tevete Usu (Sr., 6-3, 292) 


C: Rusty James (Sr. 6-3, 291) _ Mike Mannelly (Jr., 6-2, 278) 
RG: Yusuf Scott (So., 6-3, 326) _ Bruce Wiggins (Fr., 6-2, 275) 
RT: Jose Portilla (Sr., 6-6, 319)* J. Kopydl'wski (Fr., 6-4, 285) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Mike Szlauko (Sr., 6-4, 250)* Idris Haroon (Fr., 6-2, 245) _ 


DT: Daniel Greer (Jr., 6-2, 265)" 


Chima Ugwu (Jr., 6-4, 309) _ 


DT: Joe Salave'a (Sr., 6-4, 309)* 


Chima Ugwu (Jr., 6-4, 309) _ 


DE: Steve Tafua (Jr., 6-3, 280) 


Joe Tafoya (Fr., 6-4, 240) 


LB: J. Sprotte (Sr., 6-2, 237)* 


B, Glover (Fr., 6-2, 220) 


LB: Marcus Bell (So., 6-2, 215) 


DaShon Polk (So., 6-2, 219) 


LB: C. Burnett (Sr., 5-10, 223)* 


S. Glover (So., 6-0, 230) 


CB: K. Malveaux (Sr., 5-9, 179)* 


K. Hunter (So., 5-9, 156) 


CB: C. McAllister (Jr., 6-2, 185)" 


S. Har’ngton (Sr., 5-10, 150) 


SS: R. Johnson (Sr., 5-11, 195)* 


L. Gayles (So., 5-9, 170) 


FS: David Fipp (So., 6-0, 179)* 


Mikal Smith (Jr., 5-10, 166)" 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: T.J. Rodriguez (Sr., 5-8, 205) 


Tim Ferlan (Sr., 5-14, 167) 


P: Ryan Springston (Jr., 6-1, 210)K. Schmidtke (Sr., 5-9, 191) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 


* The Wildcats have not had consecutive los- 
ing seasons since 1977-78, when they went 5- 
7 and 5-6, respectively, under coach Tony 


Mason. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 


www.arizcats.com 
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ARIZONA ST. FACTS 


Coach: Bruce Snyder, 6th year, 32-24; 100-85-5 
overall 

’96 Record: 11-1 (8-0 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 4 AP, No. 4 USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: Sun Devil Stadium, Tempe, Arizona 
(73,379; grass) 

Returning Starters: 10 (5 off., 4 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Juan Roque, LT (1st-team All- 
America); Derrick Rodgers, DE (1st-team All-America); 
Jake Plummer, QB (2nd-team All-America); Keith 
Poole, WR (2nd-team All-America); Shawn Swayda, DT 
(Hon. mention All-Pac 10) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Steve Campbell, Jr., 8-17-76 yards 
Rushing: Michael Martin, Sr., 95 carries, 475 yards, 
17D 

Receiving (Catches); Lenzie Jackson, Jr., 36,3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Jackson, 505 

Tackles: Pat Tillman, Sr., 91 

Sacks: Albrey Battle, Jr., 6 

Interceptions: Tillman, 4 

Punting; None 

lobert Nycz, Sr, 11-16 FGs, 60-60 PATS 
Scoring: Nycz, 93 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/30 NEW MEX. ST. WASHINGTON; W, 45-42 
9/13 at Miami NORTH TEXAS; W, 52-7 
9/20 BYU NEBRASKA; W, 19-0 
9/27 at Oregon St. OREGON; W, 48-27 

10/4 at Wash. BOISE STATE; W, 56-7 
10/14 USC at UCLA; W, 42-34 

10/18 at Stanford USC; W, 48-35 (207) 


11/1 WASH. ST. 
11/8 at California 
11/15 OREGON 
11/28 ARIZONA 


at Stanford; W, 41-9 

at Oregon State; W, 29-14 
CALIFORNIA; W, 35-7 

at Arizona; W, 56-14 

vs. Ohio State; L, 20-17* 

* Rose Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 

QB: S. Campbell (Jr., 6-8, 221) _ Ryan Keally (Fr. 6-2, 195) 
RB: M. Martin (Sr., 6-1, 209)" _J.R. Redm'nd (So., 6-0, 191) 

6. D. Ransom (Fr., 6-0, 210) 
Creig Spann (Sr., 6-0, 175) _ 
\r., 6-3, 198) Ricky Boyer (Jr,, 5-8, 155)_ 
TE: K. Bates (So., 6-5, 233) Zack Romero (Sr., 6-4, 230) 
LT: Grey Ruegamer (Jr,, 6-5, 287)" Marvel Smith (Fr., 6-6, 300) _ 
LG: Kyle Murphy (Sr., 6-4, 298)* Mike Barnes (Jr,, 6-2, 277) _ 
C: Randy Leaphart (Jr., 6-3, 278) Brian Williams (Jt., 6-4, 274) 


RG: Glen Gable (Sr., 6-5, 295) _ Victor Leyva (Fr., 6-4, 290) 
RT: Troy Davis (Jr., 6-5, 252) T. Schmidt (So., 6-6, 259) 
DEFENSE 


DE: Derrick Ford (Jr. 6-1, 245) _ Quincy Yancy (Fr., 6-8, 220) 
DT: Vince Amey (Sr, 6-3, 283)" _Albrey Battle (Jr., 6-3, 286) 
DT: Jeremy Staat (Sr., 6-6, 280) Ryan Reilly (So., 6-2, 266) _ 
DE: Hamilton Mee (Sr., 6-3, 255) M. Crawford (Sr., 6-3, 272) _ 
LB: Joe Cesta (Jr,, 6-1, 235) _S. Trejo (Fr., 6-3, 230) 

LB: Pat Tillman (Sr., 5-11, 200)" A. Archuleta (Fr., 5-11, 289) 
LB: Paul Reynolds (Sr., 6-1, 220) L. Johnson (Jr., 6-1, 221) 
CB: J. Simmons (Sr., 5-10, 175)" K. Clark (So., 5-8, 171) 

CB: C. Jackson (So., 6-0, 180) _ P. Brown (So., 6-0, 189) 

SS: D. Richardson (Sr., 6-2, 210)*B.J. Alford (Sr., 6-0, 187) 
FS: L. Morgan (Jr., 6-0, 187) T. Simmons (Sr., 5-11, 183) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: M. Williams (Sr, 6-1, 215) __S. Baker (Fr., 5-11, 180) 
P: Robert Nycz (Sr., 5-11, 194)" S, Baker (Fr,, 5-11, 180) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Arizona State hasn’t made consecutive bowl 
appearances since 1987 when they made 
two—a January 1 victory over Michigan in the 
Rose Bowl and a December win over Air Force 
in the Freedom Bowl. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.asu.edu/ 
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Sty Arizona State 


DERRICK FORD-DE 


Ninety seconds is all that separated Arizona 
State from an undefeated season and a probable 
national championship. 

“We have to forget about last year,” said 
National Coach of the Year Bruce Snyder. “I 
think consistency is a proven mark of success, 
and we haven't proven that yet.” 

Snyder's top priority is finding a replacement 
for quarterback Jake Plummer, who set school 
records for career attempts, completions, passing 
yards and touchdowns. Also gone from last 
year’s squad is Plummer’s favorite target, wide 
receiver Keith Poole, plus left tackle Juan Roque 
and tailback Terry Battle, who 
declared himself eligible for the 3 
NFL draft. 

Last season, Arizona State 
opened the season with five con- 
secutive home games. There will 
be no such home-field advantage 
this year, as the Sun Devils travel 
to face Miami in the Orange Bowl 
on Sept. 13. 

“I'm really encouraged by the 
momentum that we've begun, and now it’s time 
to finish the deal,” Snyder said. 


back. 


OFFENSE: Vying for Plummer’s job are 6-8 
junior Steve Campbell, who has completed 11 
of 24 passes in his Sun Devil career for 113 
yards. Should Campbell falter, redshirt freshman 
Ryan Kealy, who completed 64 percent of his 
throws for 6, 351 yards and 83 touchdowns in 
high school, is the likely successor. 

Arizona State is well-manned at running 
back. Senior Michael Martin returns from a 
neck injury and will be joined in the backfield 
by flyback Jeff Paulk. Snyder has limited his fly- 
backs’ time with the ball, but he began adding 
plays to the offense after watching the 6-foot-1, 
245 pound junior average 9.2 yards a carry over 
the Sun Devils’ final three games. 

Sophomore J.R. Redmond, who also returns 


¢ Develop a quality 
starting quarter- 


* Focus on the pre- 


sent—not the 
Devils’ 1996 Rose 
Bowl appearance. 
© Replace the defen- 
sive line. 


kickoffs and punts, will see considerable time 
behind Martin, as will junior college transfer 
Larry Montgomery. 

Junior Lenzie Jackson leads Arizona State’s 
receiving corps, though fellow juniors Kenny 
Mitchell, Craig Spann and Ricky Boyer also will 
also see some action. Redshirt Tariq McDonald 
will battle to get into the mix. 

Junior Greg Reugamer will move from right 
tackle to replace Roque, with either junior Troy 
Davis or sophomore Thomas Schmidt assuming 
Reugamer’s old spot. Senior Kyle Murpahya, a 
second-team all-conference selection last sea- 
son, will anchor the line from his left guard spot. 


DEFENSE: The heart of Arizona State's 
defense—lineman Derrick Rodgers, Brent 
Burnstein and Shawn Swayda—are all gone. In 
their wake are a handful of players with varying 
degrees of playing experience. 

Vince Amey, who scored a touchdown in 
ASU's rout of North Texas last season, and 
Jeremy Statt are the favorites to take over at 
tush tackle. Also seeking playing time is junior 
Aubrey Battle, who recorded six sacks in limited 
action last season. 

The Sun Devils have experience at rush end 
in Derrick Ford and Hamilton Mee; redshirt 
freshman Quincy Yancy provides depth. Junior 
Leroy Hawkins, a 6-4, 265-pound transfer from 
San Francisco City College, also will push for 
playing time. 

Pat Tilman and junior Larry 
Johnson return at_ linebacker. 
Scott Von der Ahe’s departure 
clears the position for heralded 
redshirt freshman Stephen Trejo 
and junior Joe Cesta, who, like 
Von der Ahe, came to Tempe via 
Saddleback CC in Mission Viejo, 
Calif. Another redshirt freshman, 
walk-on Adam Archuleta, also 
may see some playing time. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Senior Robert Nycz, who 
hit on 22 of 32 field goals and 91 of 92 PATs dur- 
ing his two-year career, is back for a final tour. 
Marcus Williams handles the punting and kick- 
off duties. Should Williams struggle, freshman 
Stephen Baker may take over. 


RECRUITING: Among Arizona State's 
recruits are Parade All-America and Long Beach 
Press-Telegram Best in the West selection Ralph 
Zarate, a 6-8, 275-pound offensive lineman 
from Tucson High, and USA Today All- 
America quarterback Chad Elliot, lineman 
Scott Peters and receiver Justin Taplan. 


By Jonathan Dalton 


AHOeSTIY/ FINO OL 
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Gf California 


The Bears defense let dubious records fall 
last season: total yards allowed in a season 
(5,063), average number of yards surrendered 
per game (460.3), and average gain per play 
(6.13). Not exactly great numbers. But head 
coach Tom Holmoe made do with an under- 
manned group that included six freshmen. 

“I'd like to think I’ve had a lot of success in 
the past,” said Holmoe, who owns three Super 
Bowl rings. “I’ve been around a lot of winning 
teams and understand the philosophy of teams 
that win. We didn’t play anywhere near where I 
thought we would, but we made some strides. 
So, I'm really not disappointed. We had a good 
step in the right direction last year. Now, we 
have to continue it.” 

Indeed, Holmoe signed a five-year contract 
which he intends to honor, and, in the short 
time he was given, he showed why he is consid- 
ered a fantastic recruiter. Talent is a little thin 
here, however, and Cal’s ascent to the front of 
the Pac will take more than one year. 


OFFENSE: The Bears finished 13th in the 
nation last year in total offense, averaging 457.6 
yards per game, but that was with Pat Barnes, 
Tony Gonzalez, Na’il Benjamin, and Tarik 
Glenn, who are all gone and starting new 
careers for teams that play on Sundays. New 
offensive coordinator Doug Cosbie will have to 
work with QB Justin Vedder, a junior college 
transfer who won his last 17 games 
as a starter for Saddleback College. 
He's a southpaw and provides a 
new dimension to the offense with 
his ability to scramble. 

Tailback Tarik Smith, who 
ranked fifth in the nation in rush- 
ing after three games, then suffered 
a knee injury, is extremely gifted. 
He'll have a big season if he stays 
healthy. Wide receiver Bobby 
Shaw led the Pac-10 in receiving last year and 
has 16 TDs in 16 career starts. 

The line is anchored by talented center 
Jeremy Newberry, who may move to guard if 
someone else steps up and takes the spot. The 
rest of the line will be assembled from a group of 
six different players who started games last sea- 
son. The challenge will be in replacing the two 
talented tackles—Glenn and Todd Stewart. 


—GRIESE® 


DEFENSE: This unit had a lot of trouble last 
year after losing Regan Upshaw and Duane 
Clemons to the NFL, but will improve. It would 
be almost impossible not to. The cornerstone is 
tackle Brandon Whiting, who will start for the 
fourth year. He is one of the top defensive tack- 
les'in college football and will see countless dou- 
ble-teams. Both Jerry DeLoach and Jeremiah 
Parker saw significant time last year, and John 


* QB Justin Vedder 
must familiarize 
himself with the 


offense early on. 


* RB Tarik Smith must 
stay healthy. 

© Win non-conference 
games early in the 
season. 


BOBBY SHAW-WR 


McLaughlin is now eligible after transferring 
from Notre Dame. 

Other than Matt Beck (top on the team and 
fourth in the Pac-10 in tackles), linebacker is a 
trouble spot. The other two starters return but 
are far from entrenched in their jobs. 

Cal decided to add a second a 
assigned to the secondary. DeWayne Walker 
will coach the group headed by Kato Serwanga, 
who had four interceptions, three forced fum- 
bles and a fumble recovery in his first year after 
transferring from Pacific. Marquis Smith is good 
at safety. 


istant coach 


1.446%) SPECIAL TEAMS: The depart- 
ed Ryan Longwell handled both 
punting and placekicking duties for 
the past three years, so he'll be 
missed. Redshirt freshman Nick 
Harris will take over as punter, and 
Ignacio Brache and Tim Wolleck 
will battle for the kicking job. 
Return men include Deltha 
O'Neal, who had a 100-yard return 
on the opening kickoff against Navy in the 
Aloha Bowl, Kato Serwanga and Dameane 
Douglas. 


RECRUITING: Andre Carter, a 6-foot-4, 245- 
pound defensive end from Oak Grove High in 
San Jose, was considered by some as the top 
player in the country. Carter ran a pair of 4.55 
times in the 40 and recorded a 34-inch vertical 
leap at the Nor Cal prep combine last summer. 
His father, Rubin, had a long NFL career with 
the Denver Broncos. RB Marcus Fields, from 
Stagg High in Stockton, brings 4.35 speed in a 
6-2, 185-pound frame. The quarterback of the 
future might be Samuel Clemons. And late in 
the period came Dewey Hale, a hard-hitting 
safety who can return kicks. 


By Paul Johnson 


CALIFORNIA FACTS 


Coach: Tom Holmoe, 1st year 

*96 Record: 6-6 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: California Memorial 

Stadium, Berkeley, Calif. (75,630; grass) 

Returning Starters: 15 (6 off., 9 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Pat Barnes; Tony Gonzalez; Tarik 
Glenn; Na’il Benjamin; Andy Jacobs 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: None 

Rushing: Brandon Willis, Jr., 187 carries, 701 yards, 5 
TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Bobby Shaw, Sr., 58 

Receiving (Yards): Shaw, Sr. , 888 

Tackles: Matt Beck, So., 97 

Sacks: Brandon Whiting, Sr. 5.5 


Interceptions: Kato Serwanga, Sr., 4 


Punting: None 
Kicking: None 
Scoring: Shaw, 54 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 atHouston at San Jose St.; W, 45-25 
9/20 OKLAHOMA SAN DIEGO ST,; W, 42-37 
9/27 USC NEVADA; W, 33-15 

10/4 atLa. Tech OREGON ST,; W, 48-42 


10/11 WASHINGTON 
10/18 at Wash. St. 


10/25 at UCLA 

11/1 OREGON STATE 
11/8 ARIZONA STATE 
11/15 at Arizona 

11/22 at Stanford 


at USC; W, 22-15 

at Wash’ton St.; L, 21-18 
UCLA; L, 38-29 
ARIZONA; W, 56-55 

at Arizona State; L, 35-7 
at Oregon; L, 40-23 

at Oregon; L, 40-23 
STANFORD; L, 42-21 

vs. Navy; L, 42-38" 

* Aloha Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Justin Vedder (Jt., 6-0, 190) _W. Dalton (So., 6-1, 190) 


RB: Tarik Smith (Sr., 6-0, 190)" 


B. Williams (Jr., 5-9, 195) 


FB: Marc Vera (Sr., 6-3, 225) Mike Freeman (Jr., 6-1, 235) 

WR: D. Douglas (Jr, 6-0, 185) _ Kofi Nartey (Sr, 6-2, 195) __ 

WR: Bobby Shaw (Jr, 6-1, 190)" Bruce Pierre (Jr., 6-1, 195) 

TE: Reed Diehl (Fr, 6-4, 255) A.J. Kunkle (Jr, 6-2, 225) 

LT: K. Sheridan (Sr., 6-6, 290) Brian Shields (Sr., 6-7, 280) __ 

LG: Drake Parker (Jr., 6-4, 285)" _K. Doherty (So., 6-5, 300) 

C:J. Newberry (Jr, 6-5, 300)’ _ Caleb Brown (Jr., 6-4, 300) _ 

RG: J. Welbourn (Jr., 6-5, 290)" _ Y. Williams (Jr., 6-6, 275) 

RT: Kevin Swillis (Jr, 6-5, 300)* Kevin Doherty (Fr., 6-5, 300) 
DEFENSE 


DE: J. McLaughlin (Jr., 6-4, 235) M. Tugb'yoh (So., 6-1, 220) 


NT: James Gibson (Jr., 6-4, 255) 


|. Davis (Fr., 6-4, 300) 


DT: B. Whiting (Sr., 6-3, 280)* 


T. Lockhart (Fr., 6-3, 260) 


DE: J. DeLoach (So., 6-5, 275)* 


J. Parker (So., 6-5, 250)* 


LB: Matt Beck (So., 6-4, 225)* 


‘A. Rhodes (Sr., 6-2, 225)* 


LB: Justin Flagg (Jr, 6-1, 230) 


Keith Miller (Jr, 6-2, 230) 


LB: S. Sanyika (So., 6-3, 230) 


Chris Easley (Sr., 6-5, 235) _ 


Chidi Iwuoma (Fr., 5-9, 175) 


CB: D. Gardner (Jr., 6-0, 180)* 


CB: K. Serwanga (Sr., 6-0, 190)* Mark Orr (Jr., 6-0, 175) 


‘SS: M. Smith (Jr., 6-3, 210)" 


P. Destefano (So., 6-3, 205) | 


FS: Don Lonon (So., 6-0, 190) 


D. Burnside (ur., 6-1, 205) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Ignacio Brache (Fr,, 6-0, 200) Tim Wolleck (Jr., 6-0, 215) 


P: Nick Harris (Fr., 6-2, 210) 
* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 


Tim Wolleck (Jr., 6-0, 215) 


e A strong season from Shaw will place him 
close to the top in Cal’s receiving record 


books. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 


www.calbears.com 
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OREGON FACTS 


Coach: Mike Bellotti, 3rd year, 15-8; 38-33-2 overall 
96 Record: 6-5 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Autzen Stadium, Eugene, Oregon 
(41,698; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 11 (4 off., 5 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Kenny Wheaton, CB (2nd-team All- 
America); Paul Wiggins, OT (Hon. mention All- 
America); Josh Wilcox, TE (Hon. mention All-America); 
Derrick Barnes, LB (Hon. mention All-Pac 10) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Jason Maas, Jr., 8-18-62 yards, 1 TD 
Rushing: Saladin McCullough, Sr., 122 carries, 
685 yards, 15 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Damon Griffin, Sr., 43, 7 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Griffin, 711 

Tackles: Peter Sirmon, So., 69 

Interceptions: Three tied with 1 

Punting: Josh Bidwell, Jr., 41.2 avg. 

Kicking: Joshua Smith, Jr, 12-17 FGs (long 36), 
42-43 PATs 

Points: McCullough, 90 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/4 ARIZONA at Fresno St.; W, 30-27 
9/13 at Nevada NEVADA; W, 44-30 

9/20 FRESNO ST. COLORADO ST,; W, 35-28 
9/27 at Stanford at Wash. St.; L, 55-44 
10/4 WASH. ST. at Arizona St.; L, 48-27 
10/11 UCLA UCLA; L, 41-22 

10/18 UTAH at Stanford; L, 27-24 (OT) 
10/25 at USC WASHINGTON; L, 33-14 
11/8 at Washington ARIZONA; W, 49-31 
11/15 at Arizona St. CALIFORNIA; W, 40-23 
11/22 OREGON ST. at Oregon St.; W, 49-13 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Jason Maas (Jr., 6-3, 197) _A.J. Feeley (Fr., 6-4, 200) _ 
RB: S. McCull’gh (Sr., 5-10, 190)*D. Latimer (So., 5-11, 200) _ 
FB: Eric Winn (Sr, 5-10, 212)" A.J. Jelks (Sr. 6-2, 246) 
WR: Pat Johnson (Sr., 5-10, 180) L. Collins (Fr., 6-4, 215) 
WR: D. Griffin (Sr., 5-10, 175)" Tony Hartley (So., 6-0, 185) 
TE: Blake Spence (Sr., 6-4, 251) Jed Weaver (Jr., 6-3, 240) 
LT: Stefan deVries (Jr., 6-4, 260) _M. Aguirre (Jr., 6-4, 268) 
LG: Michael Klews (Jr., 6-5, 308) M. Arm’dariz (Jr., 6-4, 280) _ 
C: Seaton Daly (Sr., 6-4, 273) _ Ch. Normoyle (Jr., 6-5, 265) 
RG: Matt Nichols (Sr., 6-4, 272) Paul Driver (So., 6-2, 285) 
RT: David Weber (Sr., 6-5, 275)" J. Beckett (So., 6-4, 320) 


DEFENSE 
DE: D. Byrd (Sr., 6-3, 305)" Jed Boice (Fr., 6-4, 240) 
DT: Darce Afuvai (So., 6-1, 301) _Leie Suala (Jr., 6-3, 280) 
DE: R. Thomas (So., 6-3, 260) __W. Templeton (Fr., 6-4, 230) _ 
LB: Caleb Smith (So., 6-4, 258) _ Saul Patu (Fr., 6-3, 240) 
LB: Chris Vandiver (Jr., 6-2, 208)* A. Cheuvront (So., 6-2, 228) 
LB: Ryan Klaasen (Jr., 6-2, 240)" Curtis Moore (Sr., 6-1, 235) _ 
LB: Peter Sirmon (So., 6-2, 233) Jeff Branson (Sr., 6-3, 225) _ 
CB: Kevin Parker (Jr., 5-10, 182) Gary Barker (Fr., 6-0, 185) _ 
CB: B. McLemote (So., 6-2, 202)* M.Fletcher (So., 5-10, 190) _ 
SS: Dietrich Moore (So., 6-1, 205) C. Young (So., 5-11, 194)* 
FS: Jaiya Figueras (Sr. 6-1, 209) Eric Edwards (Jr., 6-0, 181) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Joshua Smith (Jr, 6-1, 191)" Matt Brewer (Jr. 6-2, 183)_ 
P: Josh Bidwell (Jr., 6-3, 220)* Josh Frankel (So., 5-9, 165) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

e Oregon has posted three consecutive win- 
ning seasons for the second time in school 
history. 

* Since appearing in the 1989 Independence 
Bowl, the Ducks have not gone more than one 
season without receiving a bowl bid. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
http://ducks.uoregon.edu 
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PAT JOHNSON-WR 


Injuries ended Oregon’s 1996 campaign 
almost before it began, preventing the Ducks 
from making a third consecutive bowl appear- 
ance. But, despite alternating between quarter- 
backs and having only one offensive skill player 
start every game, coach Mike Bellotti’s troops laid 
waste to the school’s impressive record book. 

The Ducks generated 4,948 yards of 
offense, wiping away a 26-year-old standard; a 
school-record 3,321 of those yards came 
through the air. 

“It will be tough to be better offensively than 
we were last year because of what we accom- 
plished,” said Bellotti, who carried a 15-8 mark 
into his third season. “But 1 do 
think we have the potential to be 
just as explosive.” 

At one time, the Ducks’ 6-5 
record would be praised. After con- 
secutive New Year's Day appear- 
ances, however, expectations are 
considerably higher. 


improve. 
* Oregon’s kickers 
must improve on 
last season’s medi- 
ocrity. 


OFFENSE: The Ducks’ offensive 
assault depends on the develop- 
ment of junior quarterback Jason 
Maas. Playing behind tag-team starters Tony 
Graziani and Ryan Perry-Smith, Maas attempted 
all of 18 passes last season for 62 yards and one 
touchdown. 

“He has the knack for moving the team and 
getting the ball into the end zone,” Bellotti said. 

Maas’ primary targets will be Pat Johnson and 
Damon Griffin. Johnson has been a key special- 
teams performer while battling inconsistency on 
offense. Sophomore Tony Hartley, who was on 
pace to break Johnson's records before his season 
was derailed by injuries, and freshman LaCorey 
Collins also will see action. 

While running the ball generally is an after- 
thought, the Ducks have a solid tailback in senior 
Saladin McCullough. His coming-out party came 
against Arizona's once-impenetrable defense, as 
he rushed for five TDs and 223 yards. 


DEFENSE: Oregon's defense struggled last sea- 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Settle the Ducks’ 
quarterback situa- 
tion quickly. 
* The defense must 


son, surrendering 4,807 yards of offense—its 
largest total in 11 years. Much of the problem 
has been due to Bellotti’s constant need to fill 
the holes left by graduation and departures for 
the NFL. This season will be no different. 
Bellotti has five starters back, and only two are 
guaranteed starting positions. 

One of the few certainties is senior end 
Desmond Byrd, who led the team in tackles for 
losses last season and has displayed surprising 
agility for someone who is 6-foot-3, 305 pounds. 

Byrd is surrounded by question marks. Among 
those battling to earn a starting spot are defensive 
ends Caleb Smith and Richie Thomas, and nose 
tackle Darce Afuvai. 

Junior Ryan Klaasan, who started seven 
games a season ago, leads a pack of players vying 
for time at inside linebacker. Bellotti must also 
find replacements for the Ducks’ top three outside 
‘backers, where only senior Matt Lograno has 
logged more than 58 plays in actual games. 

Senior Jaiva Figueras, who accounted for 
nearly 72 percent of the Ducks’ tackles over the 
last three games, leads Oregon's secondary along 
with Brandon McLemore, brother of Texas 
Rangers’ outfielder Mark McLemore. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Johnson has experience as 
both a kickoff and punt returner, and last season 
he ranked third in the nation with a 30.7-yard 
kick return average. Michael Fletcher, who 
returned 11 punts for an average of 9.4 yards, also 
will help. 

Matt Belden’s attempted come- 
back from a severe leg injury is over, 
leaving Josh Bidwell as the Ducks’ 
punter and Joshua Smith as the 
placekicker. Smith, who walked-on 
when Belden was first injured, con- 
verted 12 of 17 field goals and set a 
school record with 41 PATs. 
Bidwell, meanwhile, averaged 41.2 
yards per punt; he pinned oppo- 
nents inside the 20-yard line 19 
times last season. 

Kickoffs remain a weak point, with walk-on 
Matt Brewer currently the starter, Leg strength 
remains a question, as just 30 percent of his boots 
were fielded inside the 5-yard line. 


RECRUITING: Akili Smith, one of the most 
sought-after junior college quarterbacks in the 
nation, is the best of the newcomers. The 6-4, 
220-pound junior passed for more than 3,000 
yards and 31 TDs with seven interceptions while 
at Grossmont (Calif.) CC. He'll step in should 
Maas falter as the Ducks’ starter. 

Jeff Simpson, an inside linebacker from Blue 
Springs, Mo., likely will ear a starting spot after 
recording 130 tackles last season at Kemper 
(Mo.) Military Academy and 500 tackles during 
his prep career. 


By Jonathan Dalton 


AuOdSTIV/31N3H9 OLLO 


‘TTODD WARSHAW /ALLSPORT 


In 1970, OSU head coach Mike Riley led 
Corvallis High to the state championship. 
Coincidentally, that also was the last time the 
other football team in town, Oregon State, posted 
a winning season. 

“They were good, and everybody was proud of 
them,” said Riley, who led the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers of the Canadian Football League to 
Grey Cup championships in 1988 and ’90. “They 
had the mentality of being a very tough team. I 
guess the relevance is hope. If it once could be, 
why not again?” 

Over the past 26 seasons, five different head 
coaches have attempted to post a winning season 
with the Beavers. None have come close, with 
only the '77 squad recording as many as five wins. 

Riley isn’t boldly predicting success for his 
opening season. Instead, he hopes to lay a solid 
foundation upon which future teams may build. 

“T think there is an attitude and there are 
habits we want to form,” Riley said. 


OFFENSE: Brace yourself, Beaver fans. Riley's 
plans include a passing game—a facet of football 
rarely seen in Corvallis during former coach Jerry 
Pettibone’s wishbone era. 

Tim Alexander, whose greatest gift is his 
speed around the comer, will be the Beavers’ 
starter. But his role will change as the season pro- 
gresses. Riley wants to wean Oregon State off the 
option and into a more traditional offense, 
including some one- and two-back sets. 

“We will be moving toward a 
more balanced approach to the 
game that will probably one day 
have a pretty good core of drop- 
back passing,” Riley said. 

Alexander completed 34 of 94 
passes last year for 328 yards and 
two touchdowns with three inter- 
ceptions—numbers which _ will 
have to improve for the transition 
to be complete. David Moran, a 
sophomore who started three games 
last season, will compete for playing time. 

Oregon State's strength remains its running 
game, which will be led by junior tailbacks 
DeShawn Williams and Jason Dandridge, and 
junior fullback Derrick Brame. Willliams ran for 
387 yards in limited action last season and aver- 
aged an impressive 5.3 yards per carry. 


DEFENSE: Oregon State’s defense last season 
was porous at best, holding just one opponent to 
two TDs or less and surrendering 40 points or 
more on five occasions. To correct this, Riley is 
returning to basics, as in a basic four-man front. 
Though the formation is familiar, Riley wants 
his defensive ends to play more like linebackers in 
terms of their speed and agility. Among the junior 
college transfers which Riley hopes will fit the bill 
is junior Jason Mageo, a 6-foot-0, 245-pound end 
who last season recorded 12 sacks in 10 games at 


Palomar (Calif.) JC. A handful of other JUCOs, 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

* Adjust quickly to a 
balanced offense. 

* Oregon State must 


continue to win at 

home. 
* The defensive line 

must mature. 


TIM ALEXANDER-QB 


including Jamil Braithwaite, James Gruele and 
Gage Oetgen, should push returning juniors 
Inoke Breckterfield, Alex Sawatke and Bob 
McKane for playing time. 

Linebacker is one of the few areas where the 
Beavers are deep, led by seniors Nathan McAtee 
and Anthony Murray, with juniors Brian Rogers 
and Bryan Jones providing relief. 

Oregon State’s secondary is solid, with sopho- 
mores Buster Elahee and Larry Bumpus backed by 
juniors Robert Ruffin, Armon Hatcher and 
Danrae Holland. But there's room for improve- 
ment. The Beavers surrendered 21 TDs through 
the air while recording only 10 INTs last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: All jobs are up 
for grabs here. Senior Randy Lund 
has the edge on the placekicker job 
despite making only three of 12 FGs 
last season, the longest from 30 
yards. Junior Bret Hopkins is pen- 
ciled in as the Beavers’ punter, 
though JUCO transfer Jose Cortez 
may take his job. 

Hatcher, who averaged 20.2 
yards on his 22 returns a year ago, will be Oregon 
State’s primary kick returner, while Elahee will 
handle the punt-return duties. 


RECRUITING: Freshman QB Nick Stremick 
threw for 2,417 yards and 27 TDs last season as he 
led Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei High to a 14-0 
mark and a national championship. In two sea- 
sons as a starter, he led Mater Dei to a 24-2 mark 
while throwing for 4,009 yards and 40 TDs. 

The Beavers also signed JUCO transfer Tyler 
Tomich, who threw for 2,634 yards and 20 TDs 
while leading Long Beach (Calif.) City College 
to an 8-3 record and a berth in the Potato Bowl. 
A USA Today All-America Honorable Mention, 
Matthew Morrow is one of several linemen on 
both sides of the ball whom Riley culled from the 
prep ranks. 


By Jonathan Dalton 


OREGON ST. FACTS 


Coach: Mike Riley, 1st year 

’96 Record: 2-9 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Parker Stadium, Corvallis, Ore. 
(35,362; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 14 (4 off., 9 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Marc Williams, SS (2nd-team All- 
Pac 10); Grant Forman, OL; Jamie Critchlow, OL; Brad 
Thompson, OL; Akili King, RB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Tim Alexander, Jr, 34-94-328 yards, 2 TDs, 
3 INTs 

Rushing: Alexander, 82 carries, 566 yards 
Receiving (Catches): DeShawn Williams, Jr., 18, 
27TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Roddy Tompkins, So., 296, 2 TDs 
Tackles: Inoke Breckterfield, Jr., 85 

Sacks: Bryan Jones, Jr, 5.5 

Interceptions: Buster Elahee, Sr., and Armon 
Hatcher, Jr, 2 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Randy Lund, Sr., 3-12 FGs (long 30), 

11-12 PATs 

Points: Williams, 30 


1997 SCHEDULE JRE Tassie 


MONTANA; L, 35-14 

at USC; L, 46-17 

at Baylor; L, 42-10 

at California; L, 48-42 (30T) 
WASHINGTON ST,; L, 24-3 
STANFORD: W, 26-12 

at Arizona; L, 33-7 
ARIZONA ST,; L, 29-14 

at Washington; L, 42-3 
NORTH'N ILLINOL 
OREGON; L, 49-13 


9/6 NO. TEXAS 
9/20 STANFORD 
9/27 ARIZONAST. 
10/4 SANJOSE ST. 
10/11 UTAH STATE 


10/18 at UCLA 
10/25 WASH’GTON 
11/1 at California 
11/8 at Arizona 
11/15 USC 

11/22 at Oregon 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: T. Alexander (Jr, 6-0, 188)" _D. Moran (So., 5-11, 188) 
RB: D. Williams (Jr, 5-10, 204) Ricky Walker (Fr, 5-10, 184) 
FB: Derrick Brame (Jr, 5-11, 244) Mike Jacot (Sr., 5-7, 201 
WR: Willis Jenkins (Jr., 5-6, 146) B, Reynolds (So., 6-0, 184) 
WR: R. Tompkins (So., 6-0, 185)" Mat Davis (So., 5-11, 195) 
TE: J. Kuykendall (Jr, 6-5, 263)*_J. Ogden (So., 6-4, 241) 
LT; Larry Ramirez (Jr., 6-5, 300) _ Kyle Bidgood (Sr., 6-4, 289)_ 
LG: Freddie Perez (Sr., 6-3, 300)* C. Hatcher (Sr., 6-3, 295) 
C: Jon Melde (Jr, 6-2, 263) Darrol Camp (So., 6-0, 278)_ 
RG: Aaron Koch (So., 6-3, 290) __ Jared Cornell (Fr., 6-3, 306) _ 
RT: Trey Hyde (Sr., 6-5, 300) Robert Sykes (Fr., 6-5, 326) 


DEFENSE 
DE: |. Breckterf'ld (Jr., 5-11, 246)* Kelron Sykes (Jr., 6-2, 244) _ 
DT: Bob McKane (Jr, 6-2, 251) _ David Brim (So., 6-4, 290) 
NG: Shawn Ball (So., 6-0, 269) _ Aaron Wells (So., 6-0, 235) _ 
DE: J. Braithwaite (Jr., 6-1, 248) A. Sawatzke (Jr. 6-1, 246) 
LB: Micah Moore (So., 5-11, 215) J. Jackson (So., 6-2, 220) 
LB: Brian Rogers (Jr., 6-3, 246)" _N. McAtee (Sr., 6-4, 235)* 
LB: Bryan Jones (Jr., 6-4, 204)" _B. Boice (So., 6-3, 220) 
CB; Robert Ruffin (Jr., 5-9, 162)*_B. Elahee (Sr., 5-11, 181)* 
CB: A. Holland (Jr., 5-10, 182)"__ Bryon Lane (Jr, 5-10, 191) _ 
SS: A. Hatcher (Jr, 6-1, 214)" 7 
FS; Larry Bumpus (Sr. 6-0, 201) Aaron Wright (Fr. 5-11, 176) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Randy Lund (Sr., 6-0, 190)" __ Quinn Doan (Fr., 5-11, 176) 
P: Bret Hopkins (Jr, 6-4, 218) Mike Smith (Sr., 6-0, 188) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
* The Beavers have not thrown for more than 
1,000 yards in a single season since 1990, the 
year before Jerry Pettibone instituted his 
wishbone. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.orst.edu/dept/athletics 
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= ; — 
Coach: John Robinson, 12th year, 98-30-4 
996 Record: 6-6(3-Sconf) = 
Home stadium: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, Los 
Angeles, Calif. (92,000; grass) 
Returning starters: 16 (8 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key players lost: Darrell Russell, DT (first-team All- 
Pac-10); Sammy Knight, LB (first-team All-Pac-10); 
Brad Otton, QB; Matt Keneley, DT; Chris Miller, WR 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Quincy Woods, So., 1-3-24 yards 
Rushing: LaVale Woods, Sr, 119 carries, 601 yards, 
77Ds 

Receiving (Catches): Rodney Sermons, Sr., 39 
Receiving (Yards): R. Jay Soward, So., 507 
Tackles: Chris Claiborne, So., 81 

Sacks: George Perry, Sr,5 

Interceptions: Daylon McCutcheon, Jr, 3 

‘Puntin: : Jim Wren, Sr, 45.6 avg, 

Kicking: Adam Abrams, Jr., 13-21 ies (long 39), 
33-36 PATS ; 
Scoring: Abrams, 72 points — 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS — 
EC Me) TT) N/Nt=l | vs. Penn State; L, 24-7 
V7) alley re) S38 | at Illinois; W, 55-3 
at California OREGON STATE; W, 46-17 
UNLV at Houston; W, 26-9 
at Arizona State CALIFORNIA; L, 22-15. 
at Notre Dame ARIZONA; W, 14-7 
OREGON at Arizona State; L, 48-35 
at Washington at Washington St; W, 29-24 
STANFORD WASHINGTON; L, 21-10 
atOregon State § at Stanford; i be 24-20 
UCLA || at UCLA; L, 48-41 (2 OT) 
NOTRE DAME; W, 27-20 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Q. Woods (So., 6-1, 185) __John Fox (So., 6-4, 205) 
: D. W'hington (Sr,, 5-11, 205)* J. Jackson (Jr, 6-2, 215) 

FB: R. Sermons (Sr., 6-0, 21 L. Woods (Sr., 5-7, 220) 

WR: B. Miller (Jr, 6-4,210) __M. Bastianelli (Jr., 6-1, 1 


WR: L. Parker (Sr, 6-2, 195) R. Soward (So., 1 5-11, 175) _ 
TE: J. Rickman (Sr., 6-4, 245) __M. Manskar (So., 6-7, 


_ LT: Phalen Pounds (Sr, 6-7, 325) _R. Douglas (Jr., 6-7, 300) _ 

_ LG: Chris Brymer (Sr., 6-3, GEL D. Pratchard (Jr, 6-5, 290) _ 
J. Himebauch (Sr., 6-3, M. McShane (So., 6-5, 
RG: Travis Claridge (So., 6-6, 300)* T. Roberts (Fr., 6-4, 

RT: Ken Bowen (Jr, 6-8, 330)" B. McCaffrey (Fr., 6-5, 265) 


‘DEFENSE 

DE: George Perry (Sr., 6-5, 260) S. Shaheed (Fr., 6-4, 260) 
_DT: Marc Matock (Jr, 6-5, 280) _ Ennis Davis (Fr., 6-4, 295) _ 
DT: C. Jefferson (Sr., 6-2, 280) _D. Tolbert (Sr., 6-2, 260)_ 
DE: Aaron Williams (So., 6-4, 270) L. Larry (Jr., 6-3, 240) 

LB: David Gibson (So., 6-2, 215)_G. Pearsall (Sr., 6-1, 210) 
LB: C. Claiborne (So., 6-3, 250)*_ Bob Aubrey (Jr., 6-3, 235) 
LB: Mark Cusano (Jr., 6-2, 225)* Ryan Tyiska (Sr., 6-2, 220) _ 
CB: Brian Kelly (Sr., 6-1, 190)*__ Prentice Hill (Jr., 5-8, 180) _ 
CB: D. McCutch'n (Jr, 5-11, 175)*_A. Volsan (Sr., 5-10, 170) 
SS: Rashard Cook (Jr., 6-0, 200) Darryl Knight (Fr, 6-2, 195) 
_FS: Chad Morton (So., 5-8, 180) Darnell Lacy (So., 6-3, 195) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Adam Abrams (Jr., 5-9, 185)*_ David Bell (So., 6-1, 200) 
Ps Jim Wren (Sr., 6-0, 220)* M. Bastianelli (Jr., 6-1, 195) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE : 
° UCLA's six-game winning streak is its 
longest of the series. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.usctrojans.com 
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DELON WASHINGTON-RB 


It’s difficult to find anything positive about 
the Trojans’ 1996 season. It was Robinson's first 
non-winning season as a college coach. 
However, the team was relatively young, and 
perhaps expectations were too high. 

Now Robinson has a team with neither a 
definitive strength or weakness. 

“T don’t think we'll look at anyone as a go-to 
guy, someone who will carry USC football this 
year,” Robinson said. “We'll have to win 
through team success.” 

The season starts with Florida State at the 
Coliseum on Sept. 6th, and winds up at the 
same spot against cross-town dom- 
inator UCLA. In between are road 
games against Washington and 
Notre Dame, and tough defensive 
home tests against Washington 
State and Stanford. 


start. 


OFFENSE: Adding to the 
excitement of a new offensive 
coordinator (Hue Jackson) is the 
lack of an experienced quarter- 
back. Gone is Brad Otton and his 221 yards per 
game and 20 TDs passing. Replacing him will 
be sophomores Quincey Woods and/or John Fox, 
who combined to throw five passes last year, 
and/or Mike Van Raaphorst, a redshirt freshman 
whose brother, Jeff, was the MVP of the 1987 
Rose Bowl for Arizona State. The bet here is on 
Van Raaphorst. 

“We won't make a decision until a decision 
is called for,” Robinson said. “We don’t have to 
play just one. I don’t think we can play all 
three.” 

At tailback, Delon Washington—who 
weighed in at 170 as a freshman but now regis- 
ters at 207—is back for his third season as a 
starter. He'll be helped by the improved block- 
ing of fullback Rodney Sermons. Last year's 
leading rusher, LaVale Woods, will see time in 
both spots, which illustrates the Trojans’ depth 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
«Determine which of 
three young QBs will 


©The defensive line’s 
performance can’t 
drop-off. 

* The kicking game 
must improve. 


in this area. Watch also for junior college trans- 
fer Jabari Jackson. 

There are plenty of wideouts, too, and one 
will have to emerge as the go-to guy. R. Jay 
Soward is a genuine game breaker; he’s comple- 
mented nicely by possession-receiver Mike 
Bastianelli. And there's still Billy Miller and 
Larry Parker, each of whom had an inconsistent 
season. Local star Rod Perry, a prep All- 
America, arrives in the fall. 


DEFENSE: The Trojans return six starters to 
the Pac-10's second-best defense, but the wild 
card is at the line, where three of four players are 
gone. Darrell Russell left school early and was 
the second overall pick in the NFL Draft. The 
one returner, George Perry, is more than solid, 
and he'll anchor the ine 

The linebackers, led by emerging star Chris 
Claiborne, are a steady group and will be asked 
to be more aggressive due to the uncertainty of 
the line. The loss of Sammy Knight hurts a lot. 

The most talented unit is the secondary. 
Daylon McCutcheon-—whose skills also may 
be utilized a little bit on offense—teams with 
Brian Kelly to form maybe the 
back tandem in the nation. Kelly returns to his 
natural spot of cornerback after a season at 
safety. 

Among the speedy s 
who started three lat 
after playing some tailback. He's 
the brother of Detroit Lions receiv- 


perienced group. 


best defensive 


eties is Chad Morton, 


season games at corner 


the fastest players in the country. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: This whole 
group returns, which will elicit a 
tepid response from Trojan fans . 
Placekicker Adam Abrams had 
seven kicks blocked last year and 
didn’t hit anything farther than 39 
yards. Punter Jim Wren could be one of the best 
in the land. Kickoff returns wil 
long as Soward, who brought back 
last year, is back fielding. 


be electric as 
two for scores 


RECRUITING: The Trojans had a top-10 
ranked class. Student Sports All-America Perry, 
whose father played cornerback in the NFL for 
ten years, is the gem of the group. But RB 
Jackson was also coveted by many schools, 
including Florida State. RB  Malaefou 
MacKenzie, whose personal trainer is Marv 
Marinovich (father of Todd), was considered 
to be the top back in the West—he can 
already bench press 
tight ends, Lonnie Ford and Antoine Harris, 
were brought in. 


380 pounds. Two great 


By Paul Johnson 


er Johnnie Morton and is one of 


Adous THY) TINTHD OLLO 


JD. CUBAN /ALLSPORT 


It’s probably premature to talk about a Pac- 
O title for a team that hasn’t been to the Rose 
Bowl since 1972, but a strong-armed quarter- 
back, the best group of running backs in school 
history, and a legitimate All-America candi- 
date on the defensive line have many on the 
Farm looking optimistically ahead to the 
upcoming season. 
“We've had some moderate success in the 
program the last two years,” said third-year 
Stanford Coach Tyrone Willingham, who has 
led the Cardinal to the Liberty and Sun 
bowls. “We need to see if we can step it up 
one or two games to the upper echelon of the 
conference.” 

Stanford finished last season with five 
straight victorie, and many of the key perform- 
ers return. Stanford also has a favorable Pac-10 
schedule. 

“T think there’s no question that the team 
and the program are headed in the right diree- 
tion,” Willingham said. 


OFFENSE: Running back Mike Mitchell, a 
senior, rushed for 809 yards last season (1,849 
career yards). Anthony Bookman gained 872 as 
a sophomore, for a total of 1,723. The 6-foot-0 
Mitchell is devastating when healthy, and 
Bookman is a 5-8 pinball. Jon Ritchie and Greg 
Come! pair of roughhouse fullbacks. 

arting receivers are on the small 


re 
Stanford’s s 

both can 
Senior Damon 
caught 35 balls last season, and 
junior Troy Walters kick-started 
the offense during the team’s win- 
ning streak. 5-9 Walters forced his 
way onto the field with 21 catches 
over the last four regular-season 
games. 

“He is a very confident young 
man,” Willingham said. “If we can 
get the ball into his hands, he can do some great 
things with it.” 

Quarterback Chad Hutchinson (6-5, 230), 
who played only one year at quarterback in high 
school, made remarkable strides in his first sea- 
son as a starter. In Stanford's season-ending, 
five-game winning streak, Hutchinson complet- 
ed 67 passes and threw seven 
touchdowns. He may also have an unwanted 
opportunity to develop his running ability 
behind a question mark of an offensive line. 
Three starters return from a unit that, like the 
rest of the team, gelled down the stretch. 


stretch a 
etm GRIESE’ 


side, but 
defense. 


season. 


percent of his 


DEFENSE: Stanford does have a dominator 
on defense: All Pac-10 defensive end Kailee 
A former high school running back, 
ick enough to spin out of blocks, and 
he had 12 sacks last season. 


¢ Continue the mo- 
mentum from last 


¢ Protect QB Chad 


Senior starters Carl Hansen and Bryan 
Werner, who combined for 11.5 sacks las 
son, give Stanford its strongest front line in 
years, 

The outside linebackers have graduated, but 
seniors Chris Draft and Jon Haskins return to 
the inside spots. Together, they totaled 197 
tackles last season. 

Nickelback Tim Smith steps into the lineup 
at free safety and shores up a defensive backfield 
hit hard by graduation. A former quarterback, 
Smith still likes to get his hands on the ball. 
Smith had four interceptions, three sacks, five 
pass break-ups, one forced fumble 
an da blocked kick. Senior corner- 
back Corey Hill is the only other 
returning starter in the defensive 


backfield. 


Hutchinson. 

¢ Find a pair of out- 
side linebackers to 
continue the im- 
provements.on 
defense. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: In Walters 
and Dunn, Stanford has one of the 
best pairs of kick returners in the 
country. Walters averaged 11.2 
yards per punt return and broke a 
75-yard touchdown against Washington State. 
Dunn picked up 27.1 yards per kick return, with 
a game-turning 93-yard touchdown. against 
USC. Kicker Kevin Miller hit 12 of 19 field 
goals, but his long was only 37 yards, 


RECRUITING: Quarterback Randy Fasani 
leads Stanford’s 22-player class. Ranked the top 
quarterback in the nation by SuperPrep, Fasani 
threw 30 TD passes last season for Del Oro High 
in Loomis, Calif. Kicker Mike Biselli could con- 
tribute, and Austin Lee, ranked the 32nd best 
player in the country by SuperPrep, should get a 
chance to compete for the vacant tight end job. 
It’s a typical Stanford class with players from 13 
states and is considered to be among the top- 
third of the Pac-10. 


By Brendan Healey 


STANFORD FACTS 


Coach: Tyrone Willingham, 3rd year, 14-9-1 

'96 Record: 7-5 (5-3 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Stanford Stadium, Stanford, Calif. 
(85,500; grass) 

Returning Starters: 14 (6 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Brad Badger, OG (2nd-team All- 
Pac-10); Pete Swanson, NT (team captain); Brian 
Manning, FL; Brian Batson, OLB; Greg Clark, TE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Chad Hutchinson, Soph., 190-312-2,134 
yards, 10 TDs, 12 INTs 

Rushing: Mike Mitchell, Sr., 164 carries, 809 yards, 
4TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Damon Dunn, Sr., 35, 2 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Dunn, 452 

Tackles: Jon Haskins, Sr., 100 

Sacks: Kailee Wong, Sr., 12 

Interceptions: Tim Smith, Jr., 4 

Punting: Kevin Miller, Sr., 40.1 avg. 

Kicking: Miller, 12-19 FGs; 21-22 PATs 

Scoring: Miller, 57 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 SANJOSEST. UTAH; L, 17-10 
9/13 atN. Carolina SAN JOSE ST,; W, 25-2 
9/20 at Oregon St. at Wisconsin; L, 14-0 
9/27 OREGON at Washington; L, 6-27 
10/4 NOTRE DAME OREGON; W, 27-24 (OT) 
10/11 at Arizona at Oregon St; L, 26-12 
10/18 ARIZONA ST. ARIZONA ST,; L, 41-9 
11/1 UCLA at UCLA; W, 21-20 
11/8 atUSC USC; W, 24-20 
11/15 at Wash. St. at California; W, 42-21 
11/22 CALIFORNIA vs. Michigan St.; W, 38-0" 
* in Sun Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 

QB: C. Hutchinson (Jr, 6-5, 230)* Todd Husak (So., 6-3, 185) 
RB: A. Bookman (Sr,, 5-8, 185)" _ Mike Mitchell (Sr., 6-0, 215) _ 
FB: Jon Ritchie (Sr., 6-2, 240) Greg Comella (Sr., 6-1, 225) _ 


WR: Damon Dunn (Sr., 5-10, 180)* Jimmie Johnson (Sr. 6-1, 170) 
WR: Troy Walters (Jr, 5-8, 170) _Jeff Allen (Sr., 6-4, 210) 

‘TE: Tommy Hanson (Sr, 6-5, 265) Derek Hubbard (Sr., 6-4, 235) 
LT: Jeff Cronshagen (Jr, 6-7, 285)" Brian Donoghue (St, 6-6, 285). 


LG: A. Kroeker, (Sr, 6-4, 292)" __ Matt Motherway (Jr, 6-4, 270), 
C:M. McLaughlin (Jr, 6-4, 290)* Blaine Maxfield (Sr, 6-5, 280) _ 


RG: Desmond Cook (Jr., 6-3, 280) Joe Fairchild (So., 6-6, 270) _ 


RT: Geoff Wilson (Sr., 6-7, 295) _Eli Burriss (Jr, 6-6, 280) 
DEFENSE 

DE: Bryan Werner (Sr., 6-5, 255)" _ Tony Vella (Jr., 6-4, 240) 

DT: Carl Hansen (Sr, 6-5, 265)" Andrew Currie (Jr., 6-3, 265)_ 

NT: Willie Willis (Sr., 6-2, 280) Willie Howard (So., 6-5, 260) 

DE: Kailee Wong (Sr. 6-3, 260)" _Konti Pellegrin (Jr., 6-2, 240) 

LB: Chris Draft (Sr., 6-1, 220)* Sharcus Steen (Jr., 6-0, 235) 


LB: Jon Haskins (Sr., 6-3, 238)" _M. Stockbauer (Jr, 6-3, 225) 

LB: Donnie Spragan (Jr., 6-4, 235) Brian Toner (Jr., 6-2, 225) 

CB: Alistair White (Sr, 6-0, 200) _ Chris Johnson (Jr, 5-11, 175) 

CB: Corey Hill (Sr., 6-0, 205)* Frank Primus (Jr, 5-11, 183) _ 

FS: Tim Smith (Jr, 6-4, 220) Eddie Patterson (So., 5-9, 185) 

SS: K. Hamilton (Jr, 5-11, 207) Than Merrill (So., 6-3, 215) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: Kevin Miller (Sr., 6-0, 200)" __P. Shinnefield (Jr., 6-0, 190) 

P: Kevin Miller (Sr., 6-0, 200)* Scott Reilly (So., 5-11, 200) 

* Denotes returning starter 

MILESTONE 


¢ If Stanford is selected for a bowl this sea- 
son, Willingham will become the first coach in 
Stanford history to lead the Cardinal to bowls 
in his first three seasons. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.gostanford.com 
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LA FACTS 


b Toledo, 2nd year, 5-6; 32-42 overall 
Record: 5-6 (4-4 conf.) 
lome Stadium: Rose Bowl, 
(100,089; grass) 
__ Returning Starters: 16 (9 off., 6 def., 1 sp. teams) 
_ Key Players Lost: Bjorn Merten, K (1st-team All-Pac- 
10); Abdul McCullough, S (2nd-team All-Pac-10); 
Travis Kirschke, DE (Hon. mention All-Pac-1 10); Phillip 
Ward, LB (Hon. mention All-Pac-10); Derek Ayers, WR; 
~ Jamal Clark, TE 


- LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

_ Passing: Cade McNown, Jr, 176-336-2,424 yards, 

12 TDs, 16 INTs 

Rushing: Skip Hicks, Sr, 224 carries, 1,034 yards, 

17TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Danny Farmer, So., 31 

Receiving (Yards): Jim McElroy, Sr, 527 li 
fackles: Brian Willmer, Sr, 71 

‘Sacks: Weldon Forde, | Sr, 6 i 

t terceptions: Shaun Williams, Sr, Javelin Guidry, Sr, 

and Darren Cline, Sr, 1 rm 

Punting: Chris Sailer, Jr, 41.6 avg. : 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Hicks, 120 points | 


ETC | 1996 RESULTS 


3 8/30 at Washington St. 
9/6 TENNESSEE 
9/13 at Texas 

ARIZONA 

HOUSTON 

Oregon 

OREGON STATE 

CALIFORNIA 

at Stanford 

WASHINGTON 

at USC 


Pasadena, Calif. 


at Tennessee; L, 35-20 
NE LOUISIANA; W, 44-0 
at Michigan; L, 38-9 


10/4 

10/11 
10/18 
10/25 
11/1 

11/15 
11/22 


; 
ARIZONA ST,; L, 42-34 
at Washingto! 21 
at California; W, 38-29 
STANFORD; L, 21-20 
WASH. ST;; W, 38-14 

at Arizona; L, 35-17 
USC; W, 48-41 (207) 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
/ OFFENSE 
- QB: Cade McNown (Jr, 6-1, 215)*Drew Bennett (Fr, 
FB: Craig Walendy (Jr., 6-0, 227)* C. Caldwell (Jr., 6-1, 2 
RB: Skip Hicks (Sr., 6-0, 222)*__Keith Brown (So., 6-0, 200) 
WR: Jim McElroy (Sr., 5-10, 154)* Rodney Lee (Sr., 6-1, 196) 
WR: Dan Farmer (So., 6-3, 200) Brad Melsby (So., 6-1, 193) 
TE: Mike Grieb (Jr, Tyrone Pierce (Sr., 6-2, 257) 
LT: Kris Farris (So., 6-9, 300)* _D. Plenty Hawk (Fr., 6-5, 298) 


LG: Chad Sauter (Sr., 6-4, * Tor lito (Fr., 6-5, 270) 
C: Shawn Stuart (Jr, Oscar Cabrera (Fr., 6-4, 
_ RG: Andy Meyers (Jr, )*_Sean Gully (Sr, 6-4, 27¢ 


RT: C. Overhauser (Sr., 6-5, 295)* Dan Cotti (Sr., 6-5, 284) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Darren Cline (Sr., 6-4, 267) __ Pete Holland (So., 6-3, 261) 
DB: W. Serwange (Sr., 5-11 182) Duval Hicks (Jr, 6-1, 198) 


NG: Jeff Ruckman (Sr., 6-2, 245)* Damon Smith (Sr., 6-3, 270) 
DE: Weldon Forde (Sr., 6-1, 230)* J. Nev: 


jadomsky (St, 6-2, 248) 
lichael Wiley (So., 6-2, 224) Billy Pieper (Fr., 6-2, 223) 
rian Willmer (Sr., 6-2, 242)" B. badejo (Jr., 6-2, 229) 


LB: Danjuan Magee (Sr., 6-2, 244)*Ramogi Huma (So., 6-1, 216) 
CB: J. Guidry (Sr., 5-10, 166)" __ Jason Bell (So., 6-1, 170) 
CB: Aaron Roques (Sr., 6-1, 188) R. Roques 5-11, 17! 


‘SS: Larry Atkins (Jr, 6-4, 216) Eric Whitfield (So., 6-1, 193) 
FS: S. Williams (Sr., 6-2, 204)" G. Thompkins (Sr, 5-8, 167) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: Chris Sailer (Jr, 5-10, 190)" __ Zak Haselmo (Fr, 6-2, 175)_ 
P: Chris Sailer (Jr, 5-10, 190) Zak Haselmo (Fr, 6-2, 175) 


a Denotes returning starter 


_ MILESTONE 
__ © If McNown has a season that matches last 
year’s, he'll be the all-time passing yardage 
and total offense leader in UCLA history. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.ucla.edu/home/athletics 
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SKIP HICKS-RB 


Four times during the 1990s, UCLA has 
opened the season in the top 25, yet managed to 
crumble into a near-.500 ball club. Last year, the 
Bruins weren’t ranked in the preseason and fin- 
ished 5-6. It was the first time since 1964 that 
UCLA didn’t enjoy a national ranking during 
some point of the season. 

UCLA the against 
Washington State in Pullman on August 30, 
which is a daunting proposition for second-year 
head coach Bob Toledo. 

“The team that loses that game gets down 
behind the eight- ball. The one who wins it is off 
to a good start,” Toledo said. 
“Then we've got two real difficult, 
non-league games: Tennessee and 
Texas. The first three weeks of the 
season will give us a pretty good 
sign of what we're all about.” 


opens season 


notch. 


OFFENSE: Nine starters return 
to a unit that averaged more than 
32 points a game in Pac-10 play. 
Junior quarterback Cade 
McNown, who has started 19 consecutive 
games, will need to prove he’s not just a .500 
quarterback. In the win over Troy, he threw for 
356 yards, which made him the first Bruin ever 
to pass for over 355 yards twice in his career. 

Senior tailback Skip Hicks was consistent 
last season, piling up six 100-yard games in addi- 
tion to his Bruin-record touchdown total and 
283 yards receiving. 

All but Derek Ayers returns from the group 
of wideouts, which includes game-breaking- 
capable Jim McElroy, Danny Farmer, a former 
walk-on who led the team in receptions and 
touchdowns, and a healthy Brad Melsby, who 
sat out the season while rehabbing from knee 
surgery. Mike Grieb—who saw plenty of action 
last year in offensive coordinator Alan Borges’ 
system that used the tight end—will adequately 
replace Jamal Clark. 


y] 


_GRIE! 
°QB Cade McNown 
needs to take it upa 


*UCLA needs a 
repeat season from 
TB Skip Hicks. 

© The defensive line 
must put pressure 
on opposing QBs. 


Toledo will look to the short passing game to 
utilize his weapons. 

“It’s the Westwood offense,” he said. “We'll 
try to utilize the short-range passing attack—the 
intermediate-type routes—the ball-control pass- 
ing attack, if you want to call it that. Bur we still 
want to have a power running game and be a 
play-action pass team and kind of move the 
pocket with Cade because he’s a brilliant and 
effective runner.” 


DEFENSE: Free safety Shaun Williams will be 
the standout on defense (Toledo: “He’s got to be 
one of the best safeties, if not on the West 
Coast, then in the whole country.”). He and 
Javelin Guidry will be surrounded by three new 
members of the secondary; the Bruins last year 
began using a 3-3 setup with a roverback, which 
gives them five DBs. 

Middle linebacker Brian Willmer was the 
team's defensive MVP last season and is one of 
the Pac-10’s best. The line, which is made up of 
three seniors, is experienced but also somewhat 
injury prone. Defensive end Weldon Forde, who 
spent equal time between nose guard and defen- 
sive end, led the team in sacks and tackles for 
losses last year. The biggest loss to this side of the 
ball is end Travis Kirschke. 

Toledo will definitely know what he has on 
defense after the first three games, match-ups 
with Washington State's Ryan Leaf, Tennessee's 
Peyton Manning and Texas’ James 
Brown. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kicker Bjorn 
Merten finally used up his eligibili- 
ty, and his duties will be handed 
over to junior Chris Sailer, who has 
also done the punting for the past 
two years. Sailer was an All- 
America placekicker in high 
school and averaged 41.6 yards on 
punts in '96, He has a strong leg and will likely 
take on kickoff duties as well. The Bruins have 
two explosive kickoff return men in McElroy 
and Keith Brown, but need to replace Paul 
Guidry, who returned the vast majority of punts. 


RECRUITING: While cross-town rival USC 
stayed in-state, UCLA went outside of 
California to land a very solid class. Wide 
receiver Freddie Mitchell, from Kathleen High 
in Lakeland, Florida, is one of the nation’s best, 
in addition to being a solid citizen. Ed 
Stansbury, from Irvin High in El Paso, Texas, 
was the state’s best quarterback. A super 
prospect, Stansbury competes as a track cham- 
pion. He has a strong arm and excellent 
strength. 


By Paul Johnson 
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“4 Washington 


In Seattle, there’s serious Pac-10 champi- 
onship chatter for the first time since Jim 
Lambright took over in 1993. Why? For 
starters, Washington was 9-3 last season—los- 
ing only to Arizona State, Notre Dame and 
Colorado. The Huskies also bring back 15 
starters (eight on offense) for the largest 
returning crop since probation robbed the 
school of its depth four seasons ago. 

Sophomore quarterback Brock Huard is 
getting All-America consideration, and 
Rashaan Shehee, the fourth-leading rusher in 
the Pac-10 two years ago, is back as the No. 1 
running back. He runs behind Benji Olson, 
an All-America at right guard last season. 
Jason Chorak, an All-America at linebacker, 
heads a defense that—aside from its three 
losses—allowed fewer than two touchdowns 
per game. 

“We've asked this team, ‘Isn’t this where 
you want to be?’” Lambright said. “Don’t you 
want to see how many Rose Bowls you can go 
to?” 

Sign ’em: “Hopeful in Seattle.” 


OFFENSE: Washington averaged more than 
33 points per game last season—fourth-best 
in school history—and seems poised for simi- 
lar numbers this year. 

Huard, brother of Washington’s all-time pass- 
ing leader Damon Huard, threw for 1,678 
yards and 13 touchdowns last 
season; he'll be the starter this 
year. Shane Fortney, last year's 
starter who was injured early in 
the season, decided to transfer 
out of the program, leaving 
sophomore Jon Minter as Huard’s 
backup. 

Shehee suffered an off-the- 
field injury after the third game 
last season, opening the door for Corey Dillon, 
who promptly ran for 1,555 yards, then bolted 
for the NFL. Shehee appears healthy, and was 
running the 40 in 4.3 by spring practice. He 
ran for 957 yards two seasons ago. 

Wide receiver Jerome Pathon caught 56 
passes for 818 yards and 8 touchdowns last sea- 
son. He and senior Fred Coleman will be 
backed by youngsters. 

The offensive line, with four of five starters 
back, is anchored by Olson, who had offseason 
back surgery but is expected to be at full 
strength come fall. Center Olin Kreutz was an 
All-Pac-10 pick last year as a sophomore. 


DEFENSE: Washington returns eight 
starters to a unit which allowed just 56 yards 
per game on the ground in the last seven 
games of the season. 

Five of the top seven tacklers last season 


7S 3 KEYS — 
eThe Huskies need a 
1,000-yard season 
from RB Shehee. 


*PK Jones must have 
a solid year, 

©The young inside 
linebackers must 
step up. 


JEROME PATHON-WR 


were linebackers. And the leader of that group 
is Chorak, the Pac-10 defensive player of the 
year who set school records for sacks (14.5) 
and tackles for loss (22) last year. 

Jerry Jensen had seven sacks at the other 
outside linebacker spot. A pair of sopho- 
mores—Lester Towns and Marques 
Hairston—will try to replace departed inside 
linebackers Ink Aleaga and John Fiala on the 
inside. 

The defensive line is anchored by nose 
tackle Mac Tuiaea. Defensive end Chris 
Campbell is the only other defensive lineman 
to have started more than 10 
games in his career. 

The secondary 
only seven passes last season, 
fewest in school history. Free safe- 
ty Tony Parish was an all-confer- 
ence pick last season and was 
third on the team in tackles. 
Cornerbacks Mel Miller and 
Jermaine Smith combined for 56 
tackles and four interceptions. Nigel Burton 
was fourth on the team in tackles from his 
rover position. 


intercepted 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Hamid Sarshar is the 
only punter with experience—he kicked 40 
times last year. Army transfer lan Hughes will 
battle him, as will transfer Sean O’Laughlin. 
Sophomore Randy Jones is the only returning 
placekicker. 


RECRUITING: The best of the recruits is 
quarterback Marques Tuiasosopo, son of for- 
mer Seattle Seahawk Manu; he was the state’s 
prep player of the year. Toalei Mulitiauoapele 
has loads of talent on the defensive line. Sean 
O'Laughlin is a junior college transfer who 
could earn the punting job. 


By David Kraft 


WASHINGTON FACTS 


Coach: Jim Lambright, 5th year, 30-15-1 

'96 Record: 9-3 (7-1 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 15 USA Today/CNN; No. 16 AP 
Home Stadium: Husky Stadium, Seattle, Wash. 
(72,500; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 16 (8 off., 8 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Corey Dillon, RB (3rd-Team All- 
America, 1st Team All-Pac-10); Ink Aleaga, LB (1st- 
Team All-Pac-10); John Fiala, LB (2nd-team All-Pac- 
10); David Richie, DT (2nd-team All-Pac-10) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Brock Huard, So., 108-217-1,678 yards, 
13 TDs, 5 INTs 

Rushing: Rashaan Shehee, Sr., 65 carries, 242 
yards, 4 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Jerome Pathon, Sr., 41, 7 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Pathon, 618 

Tackles: Tony Parrish, Sr. 71 

Sacks: Jason Chorak, Sr. 14.5 

Interceptions: Mel Miller, So., 3 

Punting: Hamid Sarshar, Sr., 35.3 avg. 

Kicking: Randy Jones, So., 0 FGA, 6-6 PATs 
Scoring: Pathon, 42 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 atBYU at Ariz. St.; L, 45-42 

9/13 SAN DIEGO ST, BYU, W, 29-17 

9/20 NEBRASKA ARIZONA, W, 31-17 

10/4 ARIZONA ST. STANFORD, W, 27-6 

10/11 at California at Notre Dame, L, 54-20 

10/18 at Arizona UCLA, W, 41-21 

10/25 at Oregon St. at Oregon, W, 33-14 

11/1 USC at USC, W, 21-10 

11/8 OREGON OREGON ST,, W, 42-3 

11/15 at UCLA SAN JOSE ST, W, 53-10 

11/23 WASH. ST. at Wash. St. W, 31-24 
vs. Colorado, L, 33-21* 
*Holiday Bowl 

TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: Brock Huard (So., 6-5, 220)* Jon Minter (So., 6-5, 190) 
‘TB: R. Shehee (Sr, 5-11, 205) __ Mike Reed (So., 6-0, 215) 
FB: George Heiaho (Jr., 5-9, 230) Terry Hollimon (Sr., 5-9, 210) 
WR: J. Pathon (Sr., 5-11, 180)* _D. Hawkins (Fr., 6-5, 185) 
WR: Fred Coleman (Sr., 6-1, 180)* Gerald Harris (So., 6-1, 190) 
TE: C. Cleland (Sr., 6-4, 265)" _J. Brigham (Sr., 6-6, 260) 

LT: Tony Coats (Jr., 6-7, 300)* Elliot Silvers (RFr., 6-6, 310) 
LG: Brad Hutt (Jr. 6-3, 275) Petrocelli Kesi (Sr., 6-4, 325) 
GC: Olin Kreutz (Jr, 6-4, 290)*__ Matt Fraize (Fr., 6-4, 275) 
RG: Benji Olson (Jr, 6-4, 310)*_ Ben Kadletz (Jr, 6-2, 290) 
RT: Mostafa Sohbi (Sr,, 6-5, 300)* Aaron Dalan (Jr, 6-7, 310) 


DEFENSE 
DE: C. Campbell (Sr., 6-2, 240)*_ Josh Smith (Jr., 6-4, 255) _ 
DT: Sekou Wiggs (Sr., 6-4, 270) _Jabari Issa (So., 6-6, 300) 
NT: Mac Tulaea (So., 6-6, 285)" Kurth Connell (So., 6-5, 285) 
LB: Jason Chorak (Sr., 6-4, 255)*_ Chris Lang (Jr., 6-6, 265) 
LB: M. Hairston (So., 6-2, 230) __C. Waddell (RFr., 6-1, 210) 
LB: Lester Towns (So., 6-3, 240) _J. Pharms (RFr., 6-1, 225) 
LB: Jerry Jensen (Sr., 6-2, 230)*_Todd Johnson (Sr., 6-2, 230) 
CB: Mel Miller (So., 5-11, 190)" _H. Witherspoon (Jr., 6-0, 185) 
CB: J. Smith (So., 5-11, 195)* Toure Butler (RFr., 5-9, 155) _ 
SS: Nigel Burton (Jr. 5-9, 180)"__ Alex Hollowell (Sr., 6-1, 185) 
FS: Tony Parrish (5-11, 205)* _B. Jones (Jr,, 5-11, 185) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Randy Jones (So., 6-2, 210) __H. Sarshar (Sr., 6-0, 180) 
P: Hamid Sarshar (Sr,, 6-0, 180) _S, O’Laughlin (Jr,, 6-0, 190) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

* LB Jason Chorak needs 13 sacks to break 
UW’s career-record total of 30.5 set by Donald 
Jones (1989-1991). 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.washington.edu/huskysports 
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WASHINGTON ST. FACTS 


Coach: Mike Price, 9th year, 43-47; 89-91 

796 Record: 5-6 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Martin Stadium, Pullman, Wash. 
(40,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 17 (8 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Scott Sanderson, OL (1st-team All- 
Pac 10); James Darling, LB (1st-team All-Pac 10); Shad 
Hinchen, DB (2nd-team All-Pac 10); Tony Truant, K 
(Hon. mention All-Pac 10) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Ryan Leaf, Jr, 194-373-2811 yards; 21 TDs, 
12 INTs 

Rushing: Michael Black, Sr., 182 carries, 948 yards, 
8 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Kevin McKenzie, Sr., 31, 2 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): McKenzie, 626 

Tackles: Brandon Moore, Sr., 86 

Sacks: Jonathan Nance, Jr. 7 

Interceptions: Duane Stewart, Sr., 3 

Punting: Jeff Banks, Sr., 42.8 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Points: Black, 54 


1997 SCHEDULE 
8/30 UCLA 


1996 RESULTS 


at Colorado; L, 37-19 

at Temple; W, 38-34 
OREGON; W, 55-44 

SAN JOSE STATE; W, 52-16 
at Arizona; L, 34-26 

at Oregon State; W, 24-3 
CALIFORNIA; W, 21-18 
USC; L, 29-24 

at UCLA; L, 38-14 

at Stanford; L, 33-17 
WASHINGTON; L, 31-24 (OT) 


9/13 atUSC 

9/20 at Illinois 
9/27 BOISE ST. 
10/4 at Oregon 


10/18 CALIFORNIA 
10/25 ARIZONA 
11/1 at Arizona St. 
11/8 SWL'SIANA 
11/15 STANFORD 
11/22 at Wash. 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Ryan Leaf (Jr., 6-6, 246)" _S. Birnbaum (So., 6-4, 210)_ 
RB: Michael Black (Sr., 6-0, 206)* M. Meriwether (Jr, 6-0, 210) 
WR: Nian Taylor (Jr., 6-2, 193) __R. LeBlanc (Jr., 5-11, 206) 
WR: S. McWash’gton (Sr, 5-10, 183)" Chris Jackson (Sr, 6-2, 204) 
WR: K. McKenzie (Sr., 5-10, 180) S. Tims (Sr., 5-11, 183)* 
TE: Love Jefferson (Jr., 6-2, 255) Ivan Mercer (Fr., 6-6, 225) 
LT: Rob Rainville (Jr., 6-6, 321)" _ Scott Deeds (So., 6-7, 260) 


LG: J. McEndoo (Sr., 6-4, 300)*__ Mark Nason (Sr, 6-3, 247) 
C: Cory Withrow (Sr, 6-4, 275)"_ Lee Harrison (Sr., 6-2, 273) _ 
RG: Mike Sage (Jr., 6-2, 330) __ Mickey Long (Jr., 6-4, 302) _ 


RT: Ryan McShane (Sr., 6-7, 305)*R. Raymond (Fr., 6-6, 282) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Dorian Boose (Sr., 6-6, 276)* Jesse Ratcliff (So., 6-2, 250) 
DT: Gary Holmes (Jr,, 6-7, 312)* _D. Morais (Jr., 6-3, 256) 
DT: Leon Bender (Sr., 6-5, 308) Brad Lawson (Sr., 6-3, 300)_ 
DE: Shane Doyle (Sr., 6-3, 271)"_ Eboni Wilson (So., 6-1, 250) 
LB: B. Moore (Sr., 6-1, 220)* G. Em'rson (So., 6-0, 190) 
LB: Todd Nelson (Sr, 6-3, 240) _A. Matson (Fr,, 6-2, 237) 
LB: S. Gleason (So., 5-11, 214) _ Kenny Moore (Sr., 6-0, 212) 
GB: D. Moronkola (Jr., 5-8, 190)*_N. Drummer (So., 5-10, 173) 
CB: D.J. Mitchell (Sr, 5-10, 210) J. Hunsaker (Fr., 5-9, 177) 
SS: Duane Stewart (Sr., 6-2, 218)*T. Hollimon (So., 5-10, 199) _ 


FS: Ray Jackson (Sr, 6-1, 210) Alex Tinsley (Fr., 5-10, 193) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: Rian Lindell (So., 6-2, 230) _Colin Farnell (So., 5-9, 165) 

P: Jeff Banks (Sr., 6-0, 175)* Rian Lindell (So., 6-2, 230) 

* Denotes returning starter 

MILESTONE 


* Washington State is still looking for its first 
win in the 90’s against Stanford and USC. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.wsu.edu:8080/~athletic 
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5 Washington State 


DORIAN BOOSE-DE 


November in Pullman is like July in Death 
Valley: You just don’t want to go there. 

Coach Mike Price is 0-12 on the road in the 
month of November since coming to 
Washington State eight years ago. The Cougars 
haven’t won a home game during the month 
since 1994, Before that, it was 1992. 

So what did they do this season? Load what 
could be two of their toughest games into 
September. Washington State opens the season 
at home against UCLA, then travels to. visit 
Southern California. 

“You can feel sorry for me if you want,” Price 
said. “But it does kind of get the November mon- 
key off my back.” 

The Cougars’ fate depends 
largely on quarterback Ryan Leaf. 
A 6-foot-6, 246-pound junior, Leaf 
started all 11 games last season and 
is the next in a long line of big, 
strong Washington State quarter- 
backs . 

“All Ryan needs to work 
on now is his consistency,” Price 
said. “He's a leader—very enthusi- 
astic, real competitive—and_ he’s 
acquired a great work ethic.” 

Leaf is one of eight returning starters on 
offense. Eight starters are back on defense. But 
there's that darn November. The Cougars are 
likely to win a game—they conveniently sched- 
uled Southwest Louisiana for a non-conference 
home date on Nov. 8. But their two  post- 
Halloween road games are at defending confer- 
ence champion Arizona State (Nov. 1) and 
Washington, one of the preseason conference 
favorites (Nov. 22). 


and USC. 


OFFENSE: After two turbulent seasons where 
Leaf split time, he threw for 2,811 yards and 21 
touchdowns last season. That total was second in 
the Pac-10 in total offense and second to 
California’s Pat Barnes in passing yards. 

“In the three seasons he’s been here, he's bro- 
ken all of our quarterback records,” Price said. 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
¢ Make a statement 
early against UCLA 


¢ Leaf must take the 


next step to elite, 
star status. 

¢ Heal wounds on the 
defensive line. 


“He's really matured an awful lot.” 

Leaf will have some veteran backfield help 
with 6-0, 206-pound running back Michael 
Black, who averaged 94 yards a game in nine 
starts. Starting wide receivers Shawn Tims and 
Shawn McWashington return after combining 
for 39 catches and 493 yards. 

A trio of offensive linemen return, including 
300-plus pounders Jason McEndoo at guard and 
Ryan McShane at tackle. McShane, however, 
was suspended from the team because of legal 
problems. 


DEFENSE: The Cougars return their entire 
defensive line, though four of their top five line- 
men missed spring practice. 

The team’s top defensive lineman, 6-6, 276 
end Dorian Boose, broke his right wrist and 
underwent surgery. Gary Holmes, a 6-7, 306- 
pound tackle, had back surgery. Delmar Morais, a 
6-5, 300-pounder, had surgery as well after tearing 
up his knee in late September. And Leon 
Bender—with 50 tackles, fifth-best on the 
team—sat out to concentrate on academics. 
Together, they piled up 137 tackles. 

Rob Meier, a sophomore from British 
Columbia, had the best spring of any Cougar and 
could find a spot on the defensive line. 

The Cougars will also figure out a way to 
replace linebacker James Darling, who was in 
on nearly one of every five tackles last season. 
Brandon Moore, a 6-1, 200-pounder, was sec- 
ond on the team in tackles and had 
two interceptions. Price considers 
him one of the best linebackers in 
the league. 

The secondary will be 
anchored by strong safety Duane 
Stewart, a 218-pounder who led 
the team in interceptions and was 
third in tackles. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The Cougars 
lost kicker Tony Truant and seemed 
to have no replacement. But Rian Lindell had a 
big spring, evoking comparisons to NFL veteran 
Jason Hanson. He hit a 52-yarder during spring 
drills. Punter Jeff Banks, who averaged nearly 43 
yards per kick last season, returns. Tims, who 
averaged 11.4 yards per punt return, will hold 
those duties again. He also averaged 12.7 yards on 
kickoff returns. 


RECRUITING: Washington State expects 
seven newcomers to challenge for playing 
time, including a pair of junior college trans- 
fers: 6-2, 297-pound offensive lineman Joe 
Criscione and 6-2, 242-pound linebacker 
Corey Scott, both of Cerritos (Calif.) JC. 
Lincoln Walden-Schultz, a 6-3, 277-pounder 
from Long Beach (Calif.) CC, could get a look 


on the offensive line. 


By David Kraft 


LHOUSTIVATNSHD OLLO 


BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


Predicted Order of Finish 


EAST_ as 


FLORIDA 
3 SOUTH CAROLINA 
4 GEORGIA 

5 VANDERBILT 

6 KENTUCKY 


WES ieee 


2 AUBURN 

3 ALABAMA 
4 ARKANSAS 
5 OLE MISS 

6 MISS. STATE 


¥ _™® ee 


3 Biggest Games 
> SEPT. 20 TENNESSEE AT 
FLORIDA 


> OCT. 11 LSU AT AUBURN 


> OCT. 18 TENNESSEE AT 
ALABAMA 


All-SEC Team 
OFFENSE 


WR: J.Green 5-9/170 Jr, 


WR! Mi Nash’ "))/6-3/190)" Sr)" 

TE: R.French  6-5/225 So. 

OL; M.Stinchcomb 6-7/290\ Jr. Georgia 
OL: R.Brown Arkansas 
OL! PBeckwith — 6:3/280 Si Carolina) 
OL: A.Faneca 6-5/310 Jr. LSU 

OL: V.Riley 65/321 Sr Aubum 
PK: J. Hall 6-0/182 Jr. Tennessee 
DEFENSE 

DL L.Littie 6-3/236 Sr Tennessee 
DL: M. Myers 6-3/270 Sr. Alabama 
DL: E.Chester 8 

DL: C.Wiley 

LB: J.Duncan ~~ 6-1/235 Sr, Vanderbilt 
LB: T. Spikes 6-2/224 Jr. Aubum 

LB; J) Rutledge)” 622/224) Ji Florida) 
DB: Fr. Weary 5-10/177 Sr. Florida 

DB: B,Washington 5-11/205 Sr —‘S.Carolina 
DB: M. Houston 6-1/219 Jr. Auburn 

DB: D. Townsend 5-10/170. Sr. Alabama, 
P:  C. Kessler 6-1/197 Sr. LSU 


Players To Watch 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Peyton Manning, QB, Tennessee 


Defensive Player of the Year: 
Michael Myers, DL, Alabama 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Eric Parker, WR, Tennessee 


Bob Griese’s College Football 95 


FLORIDA FACTS 


Coach: Steve Spurrier, 8th year, 73-14-1; 93-27-2 overall 
"96 Record: 12-1 (9-0 conf.) 

a Stadium: Florida Field, Gainesville, Fla. (83,000; 
grass) 

Retuming Starters: 14 (4 off., 8 def., 2 sp. teams) 

‘Key Players Lost: Danny Wuerffel, QB (Heisman 
Trophy winner); Reidel Anthony, WR (1st-team All- 
America); OL Donnie Young (1st-team All-SEC); LB 
James Bates (1st-team All-SEC); CB Anthone Lott (1st- 
team All-SEC); WR Ike Hilliard (2nd-team All-SEC); SS 
Lawrence Wright (Jim Thorpe Award winner) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Beserns: Doug Johnson, So., 12-27-171 yards, 2 TDs, 
3 

Rushing; Elijah Williams, Sr, 106 caries, 671 yards, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Jacquez Green, Jr., 33, 9 TDs | 
Receiving (Yards): Green, 626 

Tackles: Johnny Rutledge, Jr., 108 

Sacks: Tim Beauchamp, Jr., 7 

Interceptions: Fred Weary, Sr., 5 

Punting: Robby Stevenson, Jr., 42.1 avg. 
Kicking: Collins Cooper, So., 1-1 FGs (long 35), 7-9 PATS 
Scoring: Green, 72 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS: 


SW LOUISIANA; W, 55-21 
GA SOUTHERN;W, 62-14 
at Tennessee; W, 35-29 
KENTUCKY; W, 65-0 

at Arkansas; W, 42-7 

LSU; W, 56-13 

AUBURN; W, 51-10 

vs. Georgia; W, 47-7 

at Vanderbilt; W, 28-21 

S. CAROLINA; W, 52-25 

at Florida State; L, 24-21 
vs. Alabama; W, 45-30" 
vs. Florida State; W, 52-20% 
* SEC Championship 

# Gator Bowl 


8/30 SO, MISSISSIPPI 
9/6 CENTRAL Mi. 
9/20 TENNESSEE 


41/8 VANDERBILT 
44/15 at S. Carolina 
41/22 FLORIDA ST. 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER: 


OREENSE 


QB: Doug Johnson 6-2, 207) Noah Brindise ili Se 223) 
RB: Fred Taylor. ones SS i 


FB: Terry Jackson (Jr., 6-0, 21! sin isc (So. are ae 
WR: Jacquez Green (Jr, 5-9, 168) J. Richardson (So., 5-11, 184) 


WR: Nafis Karim (Jr., 5-11, 184) Fauls MeGnit r., 5-8, 173) 
TE: Taras Ross (Sr., 6-2, 243) ___ Erron Kinney (So., 6-6, 267) 
Lema aes 320)" = eG Sh 


Ritch (Sr. yt pace Zedalis a 
RG:C.. ih (So, 6-: C. Blackshear (Jr. 
RT: Mo Collins (Jr., 6-5, 320)* —_C. Carlisle (So., 6-5, 287)" 
DEFENSE 


DE: T. Beauchamp (Jr., 6-2, pe Buck Gurley (Fr, 6-2, 262) 
BE ES chester (dr., 6-4, Mi @ Moten (Sr, 


Etch ams (8,510.1 a2) Romi Bate 56169 
FS: Teako Brown (Jr., 5-11, 197)* Mike Harris 6-1, 1! 
SS: Tony George (Ur, 5-11, 200) Mo Fan i : 


i SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Collins Cooper (So., 5-9, 174)* R. Stevenson (Jr, 6-1, 420) 
P:R. Stevenson (Jr., 6-1, 190)* T.J. Tucker (Fr, 6-4, 240) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

* Steve Spurrier has a chance to join Alabama 
legend Paul “Bear” Bryant as the only coach 
in SEC history to win the conference champi- 
onship for five consecutive years. Bryant did it 
from 1971-75. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.uaa.ufl.edu 
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A 


On top of winning a Heisman Trophy and a 
fourth straight Southeastern Conference champi- 
onship, the Gators avenged their only defeat of 
the 1996 season by demolishing rival Florida 
State in a 52-20 blowout in the Sugar Bowl and 
captured the program’ first national title. 

Now what? Quarterback Danny Wuerffel, 
maybe the best the college game has ever seen, is 
gone. So are his two most explosive targets: first- 
team All-America Reidel Anthony and Ike 
Hilliard. 

Despite these departures, no one in 
Gainesville is too worried. The Gators will 
restock with a loaded offensive line and a defense, 
though youthful, that very well may rival the 
finest in the country. And with Tennessee and 
FSU having to visit “The Swamp” this fall, the 
ingredients are there for a third straight appear- 
ance in the Bowl Alliance title game. 


OFFENSE: All eyes are fixed on Doug Johnson, 
asophomore who will get the first crack at replac- 
ing Wuerffel. Johnson has all the tools to run 
Spurrier's high-risk, high-power and highly effec- 
tive passing game. It remains to be seen, however, 
if a summer of playing Class-A baseball with the 
expansion Tampa Bay Devils Rays hinders his 
progress when it comes time to report in August. 

Whatever the case, Johnson will benefit from 
the return of four starters on the offensive line, led 
by mammoth tackles Mo Collins and Zach Piller, 
along with a new-look, star-studded 
backfield featuring Fred Taylor at I 
tailback and Terry Jackson at full- 
back. Both Taylor and Jackson have 
been featured runners in Spurrier’s 
draw-oriented running attack at 
some time or another during the last 
three seasons. 

With the early NFL departures 
of Anthony and Hilliard, junior 
Jacquez Green, who has averaged 
22.3 yards per catch for his career, is the most 
experienced wide receiver back. But Green can 
expect immediate help when five freshmen wide- 
outs, including a trio of prep All-Americas, report 
for duty. 


DEFENSE: When Bob Stoops took over as 
coordinator in 96, he transformed a defense with 
a reputation for being soft into an aggressive, 
upfield-first unit that was oftentimes spectacular. 
He stressed the need for a powerful defensive 
front, and his troops didn’t disappoint. They 
won't this year, either. 

Junior tackle Ed Chester will make some All- 
America teams, but rock-solid sophomore Reggie 
McGrew is not far behind. And with the speed 
and strength of Tim Beauchamp and Willie 
Cohens charging from the ends, the Gators’ 
defensive line might be tops in the nation this 


*QB Doug Johnson 
must learn to make 
good decisions. 


* Receiving corps 
needs to grow upin 
a hurry. 

*Beat Tennessee on 
Sept. 20, 


Fiorida 


ED CHESTER-DT 


season. Now for a scary thought: Florida’s line- 
backers are every bit as talented. From his weak- 
side post, Johnny Rutledge led the team in tackles 
last season, but two guys to watch are junior Mike 
Peterson and big-hitting sophomore Jevon 
Kearse, two fabulous playmakers. 

Though three starters from the Sugar Bowl 
secondary have moved on, the losses aren’t nearly 
as bad as some might think, especially when you 
consider that three-year starter Fred Weary is 
back and so is a healthy Teako Brown, who start- 
ed 11 games his first two seasons but was slowed 
by a knee injury in 96. One player expected to 
make some noise is Tony George, a former Parade 
All-America from Cincinnati, who 
is slated to replace Thorpe Award 
winner Lawrence Wright at strong 
safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Punter Robby 
Stevenson, who averaged 48.1 yards 
per kick in the Sugar Bowl, will start 
for a third straight season. And 
Collins Cooper, a walk-on who was 
called in out of necessity last season, 
handles the place-kicking chores. 

As for the return game, keep an eye on fresh- 
man Daymon Carroll. He'll provide a spectacular 
dimension of speed on offense as a situational 


back. 


RECRUITING: The Gators garnered another 
consensus top-five class that addressed specific 
areas of need. None was more glaring than receiv- 
er, where USA Today first-team All-America 
Steve Shipp, of Charlotte, N.C., could make a 
sudden impact. Same goes for Darrell Jackson, 
who caught 191 passes for a national-record 4,594 
yards and 50 touchdowns at Tampa (Fla.) 
Catholic. Also, Gerard Warren, from nearby 
Lake Butler, Fla., was rated as the state's best 
defensive line prospect. 


By Chris Harry, The Tampa (Fla.) Tribune 


AHOdSTIY/ SNOAT ANY 


CRAIG JONES /ALLSPORT 


G Georgia 


HINES WARD-WR 


Expecting the Bulldogs to challenge Florida 
and Tennessee in the SEC Eastern Division 
might be asking too much right now. But it’s not 
unrealistic to think that Georgia—given its 
resources and tradition—should be playing in a 
bowl game every season. Yet, the Dawgs are a 
break-even 22-22-1, with just one postseason 
appearance, over the last four years. 

Jim Donnan, in his first season after leaving 
the Division IAA power he helped build at 
Marshall, got his shot with Georgia last year and 
finished 5-6. More will be expected in Donnan's 
second season, as 16 starters return, including 
some top-flight playmakers. What 
Donnan hopes doesn’t return is the 
penchant for mistakes the Bulldogs 
displayed last year when they fin- 
ished last in the league in tumover 
ratio (thanks to 29 giveaways), first 
downs allowed (20.55 per game) 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 

© Quarterback Mike 
Bobo must cut 
down on boo-boos. 

*Make some big 


plays on defense. 


back/running back/return man, is the Dawgs’ 
most dangerous receiver, followed by classmate 
Corey Allen. But Georgia also has two big-time 
tight end targets in Larry Brown, a starter on the 
basketball team last season, and Jermaine 
Wiggins, who followed Donnan from Marshall, 
where he caught 58 passes two years ago. 


DEFENSE: The Bulldogs surrendered 23 points 
and 353 yards per game last season, but a nice 
chunk of that blame can fall on the offense for 
turning the ball over 15 times in Georgia territo- 
ry. Still, big plays on third and fourth down killed 
the Dawgs, who ranked ninth in the league in 
total defense. 

Losing defensive tackles Jason Ferguson and 
Jermaine Smith to the NFL won't help matters, 
which is one of the reasons Georgia switched to a 
3-4 alignment last spring. Travis Stroud and 
Brandon Miller won't be as physically overpower- 
ing as Ferguson and Smith, but are nice starting 
points to rebuild from. Paul Snellings and Derrick 
Byrd will line up at end, with redshirt freshman 
and former Sports Illustrated coverboy Marcus 
Stroud figuring in the mix on the outside. 

Linebackers Greg Bright and Brandon 
Tolbert, both seniors, finished 1-2 in tackles last 
season and their return should benefit the 
restructured front. In the secondary, sophomore 
Champ Bailey looks to be one the SEC's best 
athletes (he high-jumped 6-11 for 
the track team last spring), but he 
can’t do it himself. Somebody, such 
as brother Ronald Bailey, needs to 
step up for a unit that allowed oppo- 
nents to complete 76 percent of 
their passes in '96. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Dax Langley 


and = fourth-down conversion BIE CECIEn elie 
defense (opponents hit 14 of 17— [RITE Ta OT) 
that’s 82 percent). home games. 


OFFENSE: Last year, Mike Bobo threw three 
more interceptions than touchdowns and also 
fumbled four times. Those numbers need to 
improve drastically. 

A healthy running game would go a long 
ways toward easing some pressure off Bobo, and 
the Bulldogs definitely have the horses. Tailback 
Robert Edwards didn’t have the monster year 
many expected from him following a remarkable 
start to a 1995 season that was stopped almost 
before it started. Edwards rushed for 800 yards 
and nine touchdowns in '96, but shared quality 
time with freshmen Torin Kirtsey and Patrick 
Pass. Though Kirtsey flunked out in the spring, 
Pass and sophomore Robert Arnaud will help 
Edwards carry the load. This depends, however, 
on how well a youthful offensive line, led by All- 
America candidate Matt Stinchcomb at left 
tackle, gels. 

Senior Hines Ward, the one-time quarter- 


struggled for punting consistency last 
season as he attempted to double as 
placekicker early on. Langley will stick to punting 
in '97, however, with the kicking chores falling 
full-time to Hap Hines, who made good on seven 
of nine field goals. One vital area the Bulldogs 
need to focus on is hidden yardage. Look for 
Donnan to use more regular-down players in the 
kicking game in an effort for better field position. 


RECRUITING: The Bulldogs signed the NCAA 
limit of 25 players, among them Parade All- 
America running back Jasper Sanks, who rushed 
for 2,051 yards as a junior and 1,351 asa senior at 
Columbus (Ga.). Defensive lineman Emarlos 
Leroy won the state wrestling championship in 
the heavyweight division. Junior college transfer 
Antonio Cochran, who originally signed with 
Florida in 1995, could be an impact player as a 
pass rusher. 


By Chris Harry, The Tampa (Fla.) Tribune 


GEORGIA FACTS 


Coach: Jim Donnan, 2nd year, 5-6; 69-27 overall 

96 Record: 5-6 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Sanford Stadium, Athens, Ga. 
(86,117; grass) 

Returning Starters: 16 (8 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Corey Johnson, FS (1st-team All- 
SEC); Adam Meadows, OT (ist-team All-SEC); Jason 
Ferguson, DL; Jermaine Smith, DL 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Mike Bobo, Sr., 175-134-2,440 yards, 13 TDs, 
16 INTs 

Rushing: Robert Edwards, Sr., 184-800 yards, 9 TDs — 
Receiving (Catches): Hines Ward, Sr, 52, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Ward, 900 

Tackles: Greg Bright, Sr., 143 

Sacks: Brandon Tolbert, Sr., 31/2 

Interceptions: Bright, 3 

Punting: Dax Langley, Sr., 39.7 avg. 

Kicking: Hap Hines, So., 7-9 FGs 

Scoring: Edwards, 60 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


8/30 ARKANSAS ST. 
9/13 S. CAROLINA 
9/20 NE LOUISIANA 
10/4 MISS. ST. 

10/11 at Tennessee 


1996 RESULTS 


S. MISSISSIPPI; L, 11-7 
at S. Carolina; L, 23-14 
TEXAS TECH; W, 15-12 
at Mississippi St; W, 38-19 
TENNESSEE; L, 29-17 
VANDERBILT; W, 13-2 
at Kentucky; L, 24-17 
vs, Florida; L, 47-7 

at Auburn; W, 56-49 (40° 
MISSISSIPPI; L, 31-27 
GEORGIA TECH; W, 19-1! 


10/18 at Vanderbilt 
10/25 KENTUCKY 
11/1 vs. Florida 
11/22 at Mississippi 
11/29 at Georgia Tech 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 
8: Mike Bonet Mike B ee 206)" _Mike Usry (Fr., 6-4, 205) 
RB: R. 2 ick P: 
FB: S. ote hey 200)* Dave Williams (Wr, 6-1, 208) 
WR: Hines Ward (Sr., 6-1, 194)" _Corey Allen ve 6-3, 200) 
Small i 6-3, 1. Gre 44,4 
TE: Bro\ *M. yr. 3, 
UTM ane tie 6-7, 280)" Jeremy Lewis (Fr., 6-3, 250) 
LG: Steve Hemdon (So, 6-5, 299)K Ingram (Sr, 6:2, 9201 ——_ 
C: Brad Stafford (Sr., 6-3, 283)" _ Miles Luckie (So., 6-2, 265) 


RG: A. Fleming (Sr., 6-4, 299)" _R. Stargill (Fr, 6-3, 275) _ 
RT; Jonas Jennings (Fr., 6-4, 286) Chris Terry (Jr., 6-7, 260) 


DEFENSE 

DE: Paul Snellings (Jr., 6-4, 277)" Derrick Byrd (Sr., 6-5, 257) 
DT: Travis Stroud (Sr., 6-3, 274) _M. Hunter (Jr., 6-3, 257) 
NG: Brandon Miller (So., 6-3, 2p0\Brad sae (Fr., 6-4, 259) 

lich Robich (Jr. 
LB: B. Tolbert (Sr., 6-2, 221)* D. Luckie Sal 6-2, 220) 
LB: Greg Bright (Sr., 6-2, 225)* _ Mike Luckie (So., 6-2, 225) _ 
antes Grant (So., 6-; G jan (Jr, 

hamp. Bales (So., 6-1, 180) Glenn Ford (Jr., 5-8, 182) 
CB: Roni Davis (So., 5-11, 180) 
erent (Se, 6-0, 193)* Regalo Smith (Sr., 6-3, 190) 
FS: Kirby Smart (Jr, 6-0, 181) _ Larry Mann (So,, 6-2, 200) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Hines 5-10, 170)" _Di fe, 6-2, 171 
P: Dax Langley (Sr, 6-2,171)* _ Hap Hines (So., 5-10, 170) 
* Denotes returning starter 
MILESTONE 


* Georgia has gone four consecutive seasons 
with no more than six victories—the Bulldogs’ 
longest such drought since a six-year run 
from 1953-58. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.sports.uga.edu 
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KENTUCKY FACTS 


Coach: Hal Mumme, 1st year; 65-27-1;overall 

*96 Record: 4-7 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Commonwealth Stadium, Lexington, 
Kentucky (57,800; grass) 

Returning Starters: 13 (7 off., 4 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Derick Logan, TB (SEC Freshman 
of the Year); Chris Ward, DE (2nd-team All-SEC); Van 
Hiles, CB (2nd-team All-SEC); Billy Jack Haskins, QB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Tim Couch, So., 32-84-276 yards, 1 TD, 1 INT 
Rushing: Anthony White, So., 17 carries, 36 yards 
Receiving (Catches): Craig Yeast, Jr, 26,2 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Yeast, 378 

Tackles: Lamont Smith, Sr., 52 

Sacks; Anthony Watson, So., 5 

Interceptions: Five tied with 1 

Punting: Jimmy Carter, Jr, 39.5 avg. 

Kicking: Brian Johnson, Sr., 5-8 FGs (long 37), 
16-16 PATs 

Scoring: Johnson, 31 


1996 RESULTS 
LOUISVILLE LOUISVILLE; L, 38-14 
EWIctis)s)e-am | at Cincinnati; L, 24-3 
at Indiana INDIANA; W, 3-0 
FLORIDA at Florida; L, 65-0 
ALABAMA at Alabama; L, 35-7 
at S. Carolina. S. CAROLINA; L, 25-14 
NE LOUISIANA at Louisiana St; L, 41-14 
at Georgia GEORGIA; W, 24-17 
LOUISIANA ST. MISSISSIPPI ST,; W, 24-21 
at Vanderbilt VANDERBILT; W, 25-0 


TENNESSEE at Tennessee; L, 56-10 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


io Sanford (Sr., 5-11, 175) L. Mic! 
rk (St, 6-5, 246) Jimmy Haley (So., 6-3, 246) 

s Liening (Jt, ‘Jeremy Streck (Jr, 6-5, 292)* 
LG: J. Schlarman (Sr. 6-2, 275)* D. De La Perralle (So., 6-6, 308) 
atts (Jr., 6-3, 26 6-3, 


isen (Jr, 6-3, 170) _ 


RG: K. Comstocl Lut ut ) 
RT: L. Chamberlain (Fr, 6-5, 333) David Berringer (Jr, 6-4, 281) 


DEFENSE 
_ John Rader (Fr, 6-5, 227) _ 
297 


DE: L. Smith (Sr., 6-2, 240)* 


E 6-3, 27 ko 
DE: Ali (Sr, 6-3, 212)"_Anthony | (Sr, 6-3, 226) 
LB: J. Snedegar (So., 6-2, 215) Matt Layow (Fr., 6-3, 234) 
LB: 


w ', 5-9, 167)" Eric Kelly (Fr, 5-11, 184) 
CB: André Hayslip (Fr, 5-10, 173) S. Arulogun (So, 5-10, 175) _ 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: Brian Johnson (Jr, 6-8, 164)" Mare Samuel (Fr, 5-10, 155)_ 
P: Jimmy Carter (Jr, 6-0, 173)*. Stephen Brown (Jr, 5-11, 203) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
¢ UK will be playing its 25th season in 
Commonwealth Stadium. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.ukathletics.com 
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From the opening game of the 96 season, a 
banner hung in Commonwealth Stadium. It 
read: “Turn the Deuce Loose.” 

One year later, the Deuce will be turned 
loose, and then some. 

The Deuce is Tim Couch, the former prep 
All-America quarterback who was considered 
to be the nation’s best prep prospect in "95. 
However, he languished on the Kentucky 
bench in '96, while the conservative Bill Curry 
and his equally conservative offensive coordina- 
tor, Elliot Uzelac, ran a run-oriented offense. 

But the Curry-Uzelac tandem is no longer 
around, having been replaced by a virtually 
unknown ex-Division II coach, Hal Mumme. 

“We're going to throw the football,” 
Mumme said. 

And he isn’t kidding. The 44-year-old 
Mumme has fielded pass-happy teams that have 
set passing records at both NAIA lowa 
Wesleyan and Division II Valdosta State. At the 
latter, Mumme coached the Division II player of 
the year in quarterback Chris Hatcher, and a 
runner-up for the award last year in Lance 
Funderburk. 

Now it’s Couch’s turn, When Mumme was 
named coach on Dec. 2, he handed the quarter- 
back job to Couch—a move that prompted last 
year’s starter, Billy Jack Haskins, to transfer to 
Rhode Island. In the first spring scrimmage, 
Couch completed 44 of 57 passes for 469 yards. 
In a two-and-a-half hour workout, 
the Cats threw 102 passes, while 
running the football just 30 times. 

“This is what I've dreamed 
about,” Couch said. “Growing up, 
I wanted to be a college quarter- 
back in this kind of system.” 

Is it a winning system? Time 
will tell. But for now, the Deuce is 
loose. 


scheme. 


OFFENSE: Craig Yeast, a junior, led the team 
with 26 catches last year. “But | may have more 
catches in three or four games than I had all last 
year,” he said. 

Junior Kevin Coleman, senior Kio Sanford, 
sophomore Quentin McCord, sophomore Chad 
Spencer and junior Lance Mickelsen, a junior 
college transfer, also figure to see plenty of balls. 
Jimmy Haley, a sophomore, played well at tight 
end during the spring. 

The line returns five starters in center Jason 
Watts, guards John Schlarman and Jeremy 
Streck, along with tackles Jonas Liening and Kris 
Comstock. However, depth may be a problem. 

And the search is on for a feature running 
back after Derick Logan, the SEC’s Freshman of 
the Year, was suspended for the seqon. Logan 
had rushed for an even 700 yards in 10 games 
last season. 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
eAdapt to Mumme's 
new offensive 


Couch must live up 
to his high school 
reputation. 

Develop some depth 
on defense. 


TIM COUCH-QB 


But the Cats don’t figure to feature the run. 
“We'll slip it in every once ina while to keep the 
defense off-balance,” Couch said. 


DEFENSE: New coordinator Mike Major is a 
Larry Lacewell disciple. (Lacewell is now a 
scouting director for the Dallas Cowboys.) Yet 
the Cats don’t figure to have the talent or the 
depth. 

Mark Jacobs, George Massey, Gordon 
Crowe and Marvin Major (back from a one-year 
suspension), provide depth at defensive tackle. 
Dele Ali, a converted linebacker, will be used as 
a pass-rushing defensive end, simi- 
lar to Tennessee's Leonard Little. 
Jeff Snedegar, a sophomore outside 
linebacker, is probably the best of 
the backers. 

The secondary, led by senior 
Littleton Ward, has some skills, but 
not much experience. Tremayne 
Martin, Chris Ford, Andre Hayslip, 
Eric Kelly and Dorion Berry, 
among others, will be expected to 
come through. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Punter Jimmy Carter, a 
junior, improved from a 35-yard average as a 
freshman to a respectable 39.5 last season. Brian 
Johnson, accurate inside the 40, is the likely 
placekicker. Sanford and Yeast bring speed to 
the return game. 


RECRUITING: An unkown coach with an 
unknown staff, Mumme was still able to bag the 
state's “Mr. Football” in running back Derek 
Homer. With Logan’s absence, Homer may be 
expected to produce immediately. Mumme also 
went north to Canada, landing three players 
from the Montreal area. Teddy Neptune, a hard- 
hitting linebacker, could be the best of the 


By John Clay, The Lemngion Herald-Leader 


AHOdSTIW/ SNOAT AGNY 


ANDY LYONS /ALLSPORT 


TROY HAMBRICK-RB 


In coach Brad Scott's fourth season, there is a 
controlled and reasonable optimism in Columbia. 
The Gamecocks went 6-5 in 1996—including a 
season-ending victory against Clemson—but 
they were the only bowl-eligible team in the SEC 
to be shut out of the postseason. Hence, they're 
gearing up for’97. 

Since making the move from his post as one 
of Bobby Bowden’s top assistants at Florida State, 
Scott has done a superb job of recruiting the 
region. The latest edition of Gamecocks has 
some depth, along with a much improved 
defense that should place it in bowl contention. 
South Carolina is not in Florida and Tennessee's 
class, but the Gamecocks have got- 
ten to the point where they should 
beat the teams they’re supposed to. 
Home defeats, such as last year’s 
loss to woeful Mississippi State 
which cost the Gamecocks their 
postseason, need to be a thing of 
the past. 


game. 
°The defense must 

play to its expecta- 

tions against the run. 


OFFENSE: One of the most 
encouraging signs for the 
Gamecocks last season was the threat of a bal- 
anced offense. At one time, it may have been 
Steve Taneyhill passing, passing and passing some 
more. But last on, South Carolina placed sec- 
ond in the league in rushing (178.9 yards per 
game). And while star tailback Duce Staley 
(SEC-best 1,116 yards in '96) has moved on to 
the NFL, big, fast and powerful sophomore Troy 
Hambrick, who rushed for back-to-back 100-yard 
games to end the season, is a nice starting point 
fora replacement. 

As critical as the running game will be for 


South Carolina’s success, the Gamecocks need, 


quarterback Anthony Wright to remain upright 
the entire season. Wright, a supreme athlete who 
is most dangerous when he breaks containment, 
could be one of the top two or three quarterbacks 
in the league. To do that, he'll need better and 
more consistent play from his receiving corp. 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 

¢QB Anthony Wright 
must stay healthy. 

¢Help Wright do so 
with a solid running 


es South Carolina 


Junior Zola Davis, who caught 58 passes and nine 
touchdowns as a freshman in ’95, had just 24 for 
one TD in 96. 

The Gamecocks return four of five on the 
offensive line, led by 6-4, 330-pound Jamar 
Nesbit, an AIL-SEC selection last season. 


DEFENSE: The unit made terrific strides from 
its horrible 1995 display, improving from a No. 11 
ranking (419 ypg.) in the SEC to No. 4 (315 
ypg.), and should be the best since Scott arrived. 
The Gamecocks have some experience to draw 
on, especially in the secondary, where two of the 
SEC's best safeties—senior Ben Washington and 
junior Arturo Freeman—will roam. Cornerback 
Lee Wiggins makes for three returning starters in 
the backfield, while 6-foot-2, 190-pound Homer 
Torrance, a junior college transfer, had a good 
spring and looms as an intriguing (and large) can- 
didate for the corner opposite Wiggins. 

Up front, tackle Henry Taylor is the best of 
three starters returning on a defensive line 
that was better last season but still needs to 
shore up its resistance against the run, Watch 
out for sophomore end John Abraham, who 
led the unit with four sacks. Though under- 
sized, the South Carolina staff saw the sort of 
athleticism in Abraham that brought to mind 
their days at Florida State. And speaking of 
athleticism, Darren Hambrick has worlds of it 
at linebacker, but needs to show some of the 
big-play ability he demonstrated 
in two seasons at Florida before 
transferring from there. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The team 
could benefit from better kicking 
and punting this season, which 
means Courtney 
Leavitt, who punted like the true 
freshman he was last season, will 
bear close watching. His 37.9 aver- 
age on punts and 3-for-8 efficiency in part-time 
field-goal duty isn’t what Scott is looking for. 
Junior Steve Florio, also a double-duty kicker, 
should warrant a close look in the preseason. 


sophomore 


RECRUITING: In terms of greatest and latest 
impact, Scott did the most damage in his 
home state, gobbling up four of South 
Carolina’s best offensive linemen, including 
Jason Cox of Edgefield. Cox, at 6-5, 315, could 
be a candidate for the Gamecocks’ unmanned 
right tackle spot. Another player with imme- 
diate impact potential is All America wideout 
Brian Scott of Darlington, S.C., regarded as 
the state’s best player. Scott caught 154 pa 
for 2,372 yards and 27 touchdowns the last 
two seasons. 


By Chris Harry, The Tenia (Fla.) Tribune 


S. CAROLINA FACT 


Coach: Brad Scott, 4th year, 17-16-1 
96 Record: 6-5 (4-4 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Williams-Brice Stadium,” Col 
S.C. (80,250; grass) 
Returning Starters: 16 (7 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Duce Staley, TB (1st-team All-SEC 
Randy Wheeler, OT (2nd-team All-SEC); Benji Yc 
OLB; Reed Morton, PK 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Anthony Wright, ae 131 244-4 850 y 
8 TDs, 6 INTs 
Rushing: Troy Hambrick, So., 43 carries, 281 F 
5 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Zola Davis, Jr., 24, 4 ie 
Receiving (Yards): Davis, 303 

Tackles: Arturo Freeman, Jr, 99 

Sacks: John Abraham, Jr, 4 
Interceptions: Freeman and Ray Green, So. 43 
Punting: Courtney Leavitt, So., 37.9 avg, 
Kicking; Leavitt, 3-8 FGs (long 47), 25-27 PATs 


Scoring: Leavitt, 34 points 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 C.FLORIDA C. FLORIDA; W, 33-14 
9/13 at Georgia GEORGIA; W, 23-14 
9/20 at East Carolina EAST CAROLINA 1; oe 
DP aeeaiececlsskia | MISSISSIPPI ST; L 14- 
10/4 AUBURN /| at Auburn; L, 28~ 
10/11 KENTUCKY at aSTG hy: W, 25-14 
10/18 at Arkansas 
10/25 VANDERBILT ‘| at Vanderbilt; W, 27-0 
11/1 at Tennessee TENNESSEE; L, a 
11/15 FLORIDA at Florida; L, 52-25 
11/22 CLEMSON at Clemson; W, 34-31. 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE ‘ 
QB: Anthony Wright (Jr, 6-2, 192)*Victor Penn (Fr., 6-0, 165) _ 


RB: Scott Moritz (Sr., 5-10, 200) _T. Hambrick (So.,.6-0, 222) _ 
FB: Steve Mixon (So., 5-11, 218)* Jacob SRS 240) 
WR: Kerry Hood (So., 6-0, 1 c. 14,7 
WR: Zola Davis (Jr, 6-1, 183)" Jermale, ool, 6-4, 175) 
TE: Jason Lawson (So., 6-3, 245) T. Matthews (So., 6-2, 240) 


LT: Jamar Nesbit (Jr, 6-4, Jim Pictrzak (Fr, : 
LG: T. Whitfield (Sr,, 6-4, 299)" _J. Washington (Sr, 6-5, ash 


G: Paul Beckwith (Sr., 6-3, 275)" Scott Browne (Fr., 6-2, 245) 
RG: Ed Hrubiec (Sr, 6-1, 300)" _ Derek Bridges (Fr, 6-3, 258) 
RT: Jason Thomas (So., 6-3, 272) A. Spearman (Jr., 6-3, 293) 


DEFENSE 
DE: John Abraham (So., 6-4, 294) P. In (Jr., 6-2, 270) 
DT: Henry Taylor (Sr., 6-1. R. f., 6-3, 250) 
DT: Hensal cece ba oso Gen SI 6-1, 255) 
DE: Selvesta Miler (6:2, 250M. Marsters (So. 8-4, 221 
LB: Corey Atkins E. Roch 
LB: S. Burnham (Sr, a0 lark Love Se 6-0, 250) 


LB: D. Hambrick (Sr., 6-2, 214)" Jody Caldwell (Jr, 6-1, 225) 
GB: Homer Torrance (Jr., 6-1, 203) Keris Sullivan (Jr, 5-8, 160) 
CB: Lee Wiggins (Sr., 5-11, 200)" Kevin Brooks (Jr., 5-9, 160) 
SS: B. Washington (Sr, 6-0, 200)* M. H’derson (Jt, 5-10, 205) 
FS: Arturo Freeman (Jr., 6-1, 187)" Ray Green (So., 6-3, 190) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: Courtney Leavitt (So., 5-11, 220) Florio (Wr, 5-9, 198) 
P: Courtney Leavitt (So., 5-11, 220)* mee (Jr, 5-9, 198) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 
¢ South Carolina and Clemson will ‘meet for 
Me ae time this season, a aly dating back 
to 


INTERNET ADDRESS — 
www.uscsports.com 
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TENNESSEE FACTS 


_ Coach: Phillip Fulmer , 6th year, 43-9 
196 Record: 10-2 (7-1 conf.) 
Final Ranking: No. 9 AP, USA Today/CNN 
_ Home Stadium: Neyland Stadium, Knoxville, Tenn. 
(102,544; grass) : 
_ Returning Starters: 15 (7 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Joey Kent, WR (1st-team All-SEC); 
Graham, RB; Tyrone Hines, LB; Ray Austin, CB; 
yn Parker, FS 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Peyton Manning, Sr, 243-380-3287 yards, 
20 TDs, 12 INTs = 

Rushing: Mark Levine, Jr, 43 attempts, 200 yards, 
3TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Marcus Nash, Sr., 53, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Nash, 688 

Tackles; Al Wilson, Jr, 87 

‘Sacks: Leonard Little, Sr, 8.5 

Interceptions: Terry Fair, Sr, 4 

Punting: N 
Kicking: Jeff Hall, Jr, 10-18 FGs (long 46); 47-49 PATs 
Scoring: Hall, 77 points 


4997 SCHEDULE 


8/30 TEXAS TECH 
9/6 atUCLA 

9/20 at Florida 

10/4 OLE MISS 

10/11 GEORGIA 

10/18 at Alabama Birm. 


41/4 SOUTHCAROLINA BETKertrrir nh acienes 
11/8 SOUTHERN MISS 

11/15 at Arkansas L. Rock 

11/22 at Kentucky 

11/29 VANDERBILT 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 

_. OFFENSE K 
QB: P. Manning, (Sr, 6-5, Tee Martin 
‘TB: Mark Levine (Jr, 5-11, 1 — Shawn on (Jr, 6-1, 21 
FB; Phillip Crosby (Jr., 6-1, Pate 6-1, B 
WR: Marcus Nash (Sr, 6-3, 190)* J. (Jr. 21 
WR: A. -3, 201) Benjie Shuler (Sr., 6- 
_TE: Eric Di _Neil Johnson 
LT: Jarvis Reado (Jr. "Brad 
LG: cer Ril "Robert Poole 
Cc: *___ Sam Pinner 
RG: M. Hamilton (Jr. )* _ Diron 


DEFENSE 
DE: J. Brown (Sr., 6-4, 245)" Shaun Ellis (So, 6-4, 260) 
T; Bill Duff (Sr. Hea Buxton (Sr. 
RT: Ron Gi jr, 6-1, 27! Billy Ratliff 
BE Caan Gao b a crane eeu 
LB: Leonard Little (Sr., 6-3, 247) S. Johnson (So., 6-2, 217) 
LB: Al Wilson (Jr., 6-0, 226)* Antron Peebles (Jr., 6-3, 247) 
LB: E. Westm'land 211 a 
CB: Terry Fair (Sr., 5-11, 1 Mikki Allen. 1 
CB: Steve Johnson (Jr., 5-11, 175) D. Goodrich 1 
‘SS: Tori Noel (Sr, 6-0, 197)" __ Fred White (So., 5-11, 185) 
FS: Cory Gaines (Sr, 5-11, 175) Gerald Griffin (So., 6-1, 182) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Jeff Hall (Jr, 4 _R. Loudermilk 1 
P: David Leaverton (Fr., 6-4, 210) Chris Hogue (Sr., 6-1, 188) 
_* Denotes returning starter 
MILESTONE 


* The Florida curse has doomed Tennessee to 
fngh second in the SEC East four consecu- 

years. The Vols have played in three of the 
peek tour Florida Citrus Bowls. 


INT: ‘ERNET ADDRESS 
-www.utk.edu/sports 
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= - Tennessee 


A year ago, Tennessee's players, fans and even 
the media kicked off the season with the mindset 
of daring to dream of a national championship 
tun. The dream went down in flames during the 
first 20 minutes of the third game when Florida 
came into Neyland Stadium and put up an aston- 
ishing 35-0 lead. That the final margin ended up 
only 35-29 didn’t matter. That the Vols eventual- 
ly finished 10-2, beat Alabama for the second 
year in a row and routed Northwesterm in the 
Florida Citrus Bowl was of little solace. 

With Peyton Manning back for his senior 
year, there is reason for Tennessee to be thinking 
big again. But you can sense Big Orange Country 
holding its collective breath this time around. 
Until the Vols prove they can get out of the 
Swamp alive on Sept. 20, no one is going to be 
making Orange Bowl reservations. 


OFFENSE: The turning point of the 1997 sea- 
son actually came in February. That's when 
Manning announced he would postpone becom- 
ing a millionaire for another season. Instead of 
retooling the offense to accommodate either Tee 
Martin or Jeremaine Copeland at quarterback, 
the Vols can go full-bore ahead with a thick play 
book. Having the best college quarterback in the 
land should inspire confidence up and down the 
line of scrimmage. 

Manning lost his favorite target, school 
record-holder Joey Kent, but he has plenty of 
targets to spread around the field. 
Marcus Nash should win first-team 
All-SEC honors this year. 
However, the man insiders figured 
to be UT's best receiver, junior 
Peerless Price, will miss part or all 
of the season due to a broken ankle 
in a spring game. Even without 
Price, Manning will not be hurting 
for targets. Manning's return also 
frees Copeland to concentrate on 
catching passes. Andy McCullough and true 
freshman Eric Parker, who arrived for spring 
practice, give great depth. 

Hard-running Jay Graham is gone, with no 
clear-cut replacement at tailback. Several differ- 
ent backs could end up with 200 yards or more. 
Mark Levine, Shawn Bryson and Brian Darden 
will face a challenge from several incoming fresh- 
men. Everybody's back up front, but there is still 
much concem with the line due to last year’s sub 
par performance. 

“Last year,” Coach Phillip Fulmer said, “we 
were about 75 percent on 3rd-and-2 or less. That's 
not nearly good enough. On 2nd-and-short, we 
were poor. Offensively, we felt like we had a long 
way to go from the mental-toughness stand- 
point.” 


DEFENSE: To most everyone's surprise, 


* The offensive line 
must get it done on 
run blocking. 


*A tailback (or two) 
must emerge. 

*The linebacking 
position has to pro- 
duce, 


LEONARD LITTLE-LB 


Tennessee led the SEC in total defense in ’96. If a 
couple young guys step up, the production could 
be even better this fall. 

Linebacker is a problem area that must be 
addressed. Finding three starters is a concern and 
there is a lack of depth. Al Wilson returns on one 
side. After that, it’s a puzzle. Leonard Little, a ter- 
ror at defensive end, will probably play line- 
backer, possibly alternating between middle 
backer and outside. Young pups Raynoch 
Thompson and Eric Westmoreland have a 
chance for the third starting spot. 

Up front, the Vols are excellent. The rota- 
tions at end and tackle are solid 
and deep, even without Little. 
Shaun Ellis will be an impact new- 
comer at end, joining Corey Terry, 
Jonathan Brown and Jeff Coleman. 

The secondary should hold its 
own. Terry Fair is top-notch at one 
Steve Johnson and 
Dwayne Goodrich, a big-play 
maker as a freshman, are compet- 
ing on the other corner. Tori Noel 
is a hard-hitting strong safety. 


corner. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Two-year veteran Jeff Hall 
understands pressure and has the potential to be 
the SEC's top kicker. Freshman David Leaverton 
could take the punting game up a notch. Fair is a 
big-time weapon on punt returns, with two long 
TD strikes last year. 


RECRUITING: The Vols scored big in Georgia, 
taking DB Deon Grant, offensive lineman Cosey 
Coleman and running back Jamal Lewis. If tail- 
back Travis Henry of Frostproof, Fla., and line- 
backer DeAngelo Lloyd of Charlotte get through 
the NCAA Clearinghouse, this is a great class. 
Lloyd or Austin Kemp could step right in at line- 
backer, where the Vols numbers are thin. 


By Mike Strange, The Knoxville (Tenn.) News- 
Sentinel 


AM3aH3H ‘0 T3YHOWN 


TIM PURCO /SPURLOCK STUDIOS 


JASON DUNNAVANT-RB 


Rod Dowhower? He seemed such an unlike- 
ly choice when he was hired to replace Gerry 
DiNardo two years ago. So, it came as no great 
surprise that Vandy and the taciturn, pro-orient- 
ed Dowhower parted ways last December after 
consecutive 2-9 seasons in which the offense 
barely showed a pulse. 

Still, if his defensive coordinator, Woody 
Widenhofer, hadn’t been so popular and 
received such recognition, a change might not 
have been made so soon. Widenhofer’s defenses 
at least gave Vanderbilt a chance: The 'Dores 
lost by a touchdown to Notre Dame, Tennessee 
and national champion Florida. Now, it’s 
Woody's team. 

Judging from winter condition- 
ing and spring practice, the 
Commodores feel looser and more 
enthusiastic with the new regime. 
There is a general air of encourage- 
ment. The 'Dores should be solid 
on defense again, but the big ques- 
tion is will Widenhofer’s honey- 
moon last now that he’s responsible 
for the offense as well? There’s no indication 
that Vandy's streak of 14 consecutive losing sea- 
sons will end any time soon. 


OFFENSE: Nine starters are back from a unit 
that ranked 111th (and last) in Division LA 
total offense. Damian Allen is likely to hold on 
to the quarterback job, but at least there was 
competition in spring practice. Jamail Carter is 
the top back-up, although Hi Lewis and Duce 
Reeder had better spring games. Ed Lambert, 
the new offensive coordinator, has been around 
under both DiNardo and Dowhower. He wants 
Vandy to master the short passing game. Allen 
is a career 43-percent passer with 18 intercep- 
tions and nine TDs. So far, he has kept the start- 
ing quarterback job by beating out competitors 
recruited for an option game under DiNardo. 
“Our strengths are our quarterbacks,” 
Widenhofer said, “even though everybody else 


feels they’re our weakness because they can’t 
drop back and throw like Peyton Manning. 
They’re athletes... We're not trying to cram an 
offense down their throat that they can’t run.” 

Receivers Todd Yoder, Zach Winkler, 
Tavarus Hogans and Billy Miller were thrown 
into battle last year as true freshmen, so they 
should show improvement this fall. Paul 
Morgan, who fell into disfavor under 
Dowhower, will be back in the action at H- 
Back. The running game is not impressive, with 
Alvin Duke on top after spring practice. A true 
freshman will get a chance to win the job. 
Spring injuries hobbled the development of the 
line, as did the accidental death of redshirt 
freshman tackle Kyle Gullahorn. 


DEFENSE: The report on this side of the line 
is happier. Even with five starters to replace, 
Widenhofer does not despair. The Commodores 
ranked 28th nationally in total defense last year, 
thanks to a combination of talented athletes 
and Widenhofer’s clever schemes. Tennessee's 
Peyton Manning has struggled the past two 
years against the 'Dores, as the Vols eked out 
wins of 12-7, and 14-7. 

Linebacker Jamie Duncan is All-SEC and 
led the league in tackles in '96. End Jay 
Stallworth anchors the line. Corey Chavous is a 
fine comerback, who could see spot duty at 
receiver if Vandy can reduce its defensive snaps 
per game from the 80s to the 60s. 
Antony Jordan and Carlton Hall 
should join Duncan at linebacker. 
Fred Vinson returns in the sec- 
| ondary. Joining Stallworth up 
Gf front is returning starter Jason Hill 
} and up-and-comer Ryan Aulds. 


| SPECIAL TEAMS: It was some- 

thing of a saving grace that the 
nation’s worst offense at least had the nation’s 
best punter on fourth down. Bill Marinangel is 
gone and will be missed, and possibly will be 
replaced by a freshman. Brett Speakman is back 
after a 7-of-12 field goal year. He attempted only 
nine PATs last year. Chavous is a better-than- 
average kickoff return man, and Duke had an 
88-yard punt return score. 


RECRUITING: Widenhofer wants dearly to 
redshirt everyone possible. Running backs 
Jimmy Williams of Baton Rouge and/or Jared 
McGrath of Ocala are likely exceptions. Shane 
Daley and John Markham will get a chance to 
punt right away. There are seven defensive line- 
men among 20 signees, and only one quarter- 
back, Greg Zolman from Ohio. 


By Mike Strange; The Knowville (Tenn,) News- 
Sentinel 


Coach: Woody Widenhofer, 1st year 

*96 Record: 2-9 (0-8 conf.) 

Stadium: Vanderbilt Stadium, Nashville, Tenn. (41,600; 
artificial) 

Returning Starters: 16 (9 off., 6 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Bill Marinangel, P (1st-team All- 
SEC); Brian Boykin, DE; Mark Schuckman, DT; Eric 
Vance, SS 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Damian Allen, Sr. 118-279-1,472, 
57Ds, 11 INTs. 

Rushing: Jason Dunnavant, Jr., 374 yards, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Todd Yoder, So., 21,3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Yoder, 471 

Tackles: Jamie Duncan, Sr, 151 

Sacks: Duncan, 5 

Interceptions: Corey Chavous, Sr., 3 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Brett Speakman, Jr., 7-12 FGs (long 51), 9-9 
PATs 

Scoring: Speakman, 30 points 


1996 RESULTS 


NOTRE DAME; L, 14-7 
at Alabama; L, 36-26 
J OLE MISS; L, 20-9 
‘Ole M at LSU; L, 35-0 
J at North Texas; W, 19-7 
no at Georgia; L, 13-2 
U S. CAROLINA; L, 27-0 


10/25 So. Carolinz ALA.-BIRM.; W, 31-15. 
/8 atFlorid FLORIDA; L, 28-21 
5 KENTU at Kentucky; L, 25-0 
CL 2 TENNESSEE; L, 14-7 


OFFENSE 
QB: Damian Allen, (St, 6-2, 191)* Jamail Garter (So., 6-2, 215) 


TE: M. E. Williams (Sr,, 6-4, 246) O.J. Fleming Jr, 63, (253) 
LT: Clay Condrey (Jr, 6-4, 270) _D. Rothenberg (Fr., 6-4, 200) 


DT: Jason Hill (Sr,, 6-3, 261)" __A. Harvey (Jr, 6- 3, 294) 

DE: Glenn Young (Sr,, 6-3, 258) _ Russ Nichol (Fr,, 6-5, 271) 

LB: Antony Jordan (Sr, 6-3, 237)* Darweshi Miles (Jr, 6-0, 234) 
(Sr, 6-1, 235)*John Bradley | iu 225) 


SS: Ral SS: Rahim Batten tensa Bi 
FS: Ainsley Battles (So., 6-0, 188) Don Gallardo (So., 6-4, 192) 
K: B. Speakman (Jr, 5-11, 179) Don Gallardo 

P: Scott Cohen (So., 6-1, 205) _ Brett Speakman 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: B. Speakman (Jr, 5-11, 179)" Don Gallardo (So., 6-4, 192) 
P: Scott Cohen (So., 6-1, 205) _B. Speakman (Jr, 5-11, 179) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

* The Commodores ranked dead last in 
Division I-A in total offense in 1996, averaging 
203 yards a game. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.vanderbilt.edu/athletics 


Bob Griese’s College Football 104 


ALABAMA FACTS 


Coach: Mike Dubose, 1st year 

796 Record: 10-3, (6-2 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 11 AP, USA Today/CNN 

Home Stadium: Bryant-Denny Stadium, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. (70,123; grass) 

Returning Starters: 10 (6 off., 4 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Dwayne Rudd, LB (1st-team All- 
SEC); Ralph Staten, LB (1st-team All-SEC); Kevin 
Jackson, SS (1st-team All-SEC); John Causey, C (2nd- 
team All-SEC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Freddie Kitchens, Sr., 152-302-2,124 yards, 
14 TDs, 14 INTs 

Rushing: Dennis Riddle, Sr, 242 carries, 1,979 yards, 
11 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Michael Vaughn, Jr., 39 catches, 
6TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Michael Vaughn, Jr, 702 yards 
Tackles: Michael Myers, Sr., 66 

Sacks: Michael Myers, Sr, 8 

Interceptions: Fernando Bryant, So., 3 

Punting: None 

Kicking: Brian Cunningham, Sr., 8-11 FGs, 19-21 PATs 
Scoring: Dennis Riddle, Sr., 84 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
8/30 vs. Houston* vs. Bowling Green; W, 21-7 
9/11 at Vanderbilt vs. Southern Miss; W, 20-10 
9/20 ARKANSAS vs. Arkansas; W, 17-7 
Ha uliunuiccy | VANDERBILT; W, 36-26 
10/4 atKentucky KENTUCKY; W, 35-7 
10/18 vs, Tennessee at NC State; W, 24-19 
10/25 at Ole Miss MISSISSIPPI; W, 37-0 
inal ets) NT i=els 8 | at Tennessee; L, 20-13 
11/8 LSU at LSU; W, 26-0 
WAMU ]1)05 aa | at Miss. State; L, 17-16 
| 11/22 at Auburn vs. Auburn; W, 24-23 
*at Legion Field, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 
Kitchens (Sr., 6-2, 222)* Warren Foust (Jr,, 6-3, 207) 
RB: Dennis Riddle (Sr. 6-0, 195)*S. Alexander (So,, 6-1, 205) _ 


FB: Ed Scissum (Sr,, 6-0, 232) Trevis Smith (Jn, 6-1, 222) 
WR: Calvin Hill (Jr, 6-4, 200) Chad Goss (Sr., 5-11, 177). 

. Vaughn (Jr. 6-1, 201)* _S. Buchanan (So., 6-2, 214) 
TE: Rod Rutledge (Sr,, 6-4, 260) Clint Waggoner (So., 6-4, 235) 
LT: Chris Samuels (So., 6-6, 290)* Sage Spree (Jr., 6-4, 285) 

LG: Will Friend (Sr., 6-2, 271)*_Kelvis White (Fr., 6-3, 265) 
ichael Ray (Sr., 6-5, 291) _ Paul Hogan (Fr., 6-3, 240) _ 
RG: B. Meadows (Sr., 6-3, 280) _ Mookie Moore (So., 6-6, 290) 
RT: J. McDonald (So., 6-6, 296) Joel Holliday (Sr, 6-3, 312) 


DEFENSE 
Edgar Walker (Sr., 6-4, 250) 
DT: M. Myers ee 270)* __ Jamie Carter (So., 6-3, 290) _ 
DT: Eric Kerley (Sr, 6-1, 298) __ Heath Pranks (Sr., 6-4, 280) 
DE: R. Grimes (So., 6-4, 271) _ Edgar Walker (Sr., 6-4, 250) _ 
Tito Smith (Jr, 6-3, 224) _ Steve Stanley (Jr., 6-3, 200) 


LB: Paul Pickett (Sr., 6-2, 221) _G. Wagstaff (Jr., 6-2, 238) 

LB: Steven Harris (Jr., 6-1, 246) Chris Edwards (Jr., 6-2, 236) _ 
CB: F. Bryant (Jr., 6-0, 175)* Owen Winston (Jr, 6-0, 185) _ 
CB: D. Townsend (Sr., 5-10, 180)* Michael Feagin (Jr., 5-9, 179). 
Andre Short (Sr., 5-11, 205) Jason Jones (Fr, 5-11, 185) _ 
FS: Kelvin Sigler (Jr, 6-1, 180) Owen Winston (Jr, 6-0, 185) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: B. Cunningham (Jr,, 5-11, 178) Jonah Dismukes (Fr,, 6-0, 180) 
P: Daniel Pope (Jr, 6-0,190) Patrick Morgan (So., 6-0, 183) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
¢ Starting in 1983, Alabama is 128-41-2, with a 
winning percentage of .754. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.ua.edu 
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(CRIMSON TIDE) 


He is a 44-year-old Alabama native who 
has never been a college head coach. That's 
okay. He’s a Bear Boy, having played for and 
coached under Bear Bryant. Now, Mike 
DuBose is the fourth coach to try and walk in 
the great one’s shoes. 

After seven seasons—including a national 
championship in 1992—Gene Stallings head- 
ed back to his Texas home. The proud 
Crimson 1 cided on one of its own, tab- 
bing its defensive coordinator as the fourth 
coach of the post-Bryant era, following Ray 
Perkins (1983-86), Bill Curry (1987-89) and 
Stallings (1990-96). 

“The program is not broken,” said Dubose, 
an Opp, Ala., native who played defensive line 
for the Tide from 1972-74. “There are some 
things I'll probably do differently, but the 
majority of the staff will not change.” 

Indeed, Alabama was 10-3 a year ago, 
though a late-season 17-16 loss to Mississippi 
State took a bit of the luster off the season, and 
was probably the straw that caused Stallings— 
working under a new athletic director in Bob 
Bockrath—to hand over his whistle. 


Tide d 


OFFENSE: The focal point of the offense will 
continue to be Freddie Kitchens, the rather 
beefy quarterback who either reminds Bama 
fans of Ken Stabler or has them calling for a 
replacement. 

Upon his hiring, Dubose 
made a run at Tennessee offensive 
coordinator David Cuteliffe. 
When Cutcliffe turned down the 
offer, Dubose brought in Bruce 
Arians, a quarterbacks coach with 
the New Orleans Saints who had 
previously been at Mississippi 
State. 

Making the right decisions is 
going to be a key for Freddie this 
season,” Dubose said. “Freddie has a good arm 
and the people around him to move the foot- 
ball. If we protect the quarterback and the 
quarterback makes the right decisions, he’ll be 
able to make plays.” 

Kitchens does have a full stable of backs. 
Both Alexanders, Curtis and Shaun, return, 
along with senior Dennis Riddle, who led the 
team with 1,079 yards last year. Shaun 
Alexander rushed for 589 yards, while Curtis 
pitched in 240, despite missing four games with 
a broken hand. 

Michael Vaughn, the team’s leading receiv- 
era year ago, returns. The junior caught 39 
balls last year, averaging 18 yards a catch. Six 
went for touchdowns. 


DEFENSE: New coordinator Ellis Johnson 
got some bad news/good news just days after 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

Make a smooth 
transition under new 
coach Dubose. 

Let new offensive 


coordinator Bruce 
Arians do his thing. 

* The defense must 
make up for the loss 
of star players. 


A Alabama 


DENNIS RIDDLE-RB 


coming over from Clemson. Dwayne Rudd, an 
outside linebacker and the team’s best defend- 
er, decided to give up his senior year to tackle 
the NFL. Defensive lineman Michael Myers, 
however, decided to stick around for his senior 
season. 

“It’s kind of like having one wrist cut 
instead of two,” Johnson said. “It means we've 
lost three starting linebackers: Rudd, Ralph 
Staten and Tyrell Buckner.” 

Don’t expect the Tide defense to suddenly 
show holes, however. With Dubose’s back- 
ground and Bama’s tradition, defense is still a 
high priority. Myers had eight sacks a year ago. 
And Chris Hood, a junior defen- 
sive end, should develop into a 
star. He had five and a half sacks a 
year ago. 

Junior cornerback Fernando 
Bryant, who had three intercep- 
tions last year, leads the secondary. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Dubose must 
find a punter to replace Hayden 
Stockton, who averaged 42.3 yards 
per kick a year ago. Opponents failed to block a 
single Bama punt. Kicker Brian Cunningham 
was just eight of 11 last year and had two kicks 
blocked. Vaughn is a dangerous kick returner, 
averaging 25.2 on kickoffs in "96. 


RECRUITING: The National Recruiting 
Advisor rated the Tide's class as No. 12 in the 
country and third in the SEC. A pair of 
Jacksonville, Fla., signees caused the Tide stock 
to surge. Sam Matthews, a 6-foot-6, 270-pound 
defensive lineman in the tradition of Eric 
Curry and John Copeland, could be the top 
grab. Travis Carroll, a 6-4, 230-pound line- 
backer, is not too far behind. Antoneyo 
Williams, a running back out of Tuscaloosa, 
heads the signees on offense. 


By John Clay, The Lexington Heraliteaden 


gSua/ 334 N3TIV 


ROBERT F. MOLDANER /SPURLOCK PHOTOS, 


ANTHONY EUBANKS-WR 


Danny Ford’s football squad suffered through 
an injury-racked 4-7 season last year after going 
8-5 in 1995 and winning the Western Division. 
The former Clemson coach has slowly contin- 
ued his rebuilding of a Razorback program that 
clearly didn’t have Southeastern Conference- 
type talent when he took over in 1993. 

Heading into his fifth year, Ford knows that 
his program has to take a major leap forward, 
which is why he hired a new offensive coordina- 
tor (Kay Stephenson) and new quarterbacks 
coach (Joe Ferguson). 

“We have more players now 
before who can help us,” Ford said. 
“We had a great offseason and our 
staff has confidence in this team. 
We're past the point of just com- 
peting in the SEC. We can now 
win in the SEC.” 


than ever 


healthy. 
* Defensive backs 

must play better 

man-to-man cover- 


OFFENSE: Tailback Madre Hill, 
All-SEC two years ago when he 
set a school single-season rushing 
record, is still not sure to return 
after missing last season recovering from knee 
surgery. Hill has help from Chrys Chukwuma, 
who ran for a Razorback freshman record of 590 
yards and five touchdowns last year while fight- 
ing a fumbling problem. 

The new offensive concepts of Stephenson 
and Ferguson proved in the spring that the 
Razorbacks should throw the ball substantially 
more. The bad news is that Ferguson, a former 
Arkansas and Buffalo Bills star QB, has the best 
throwing motion on the Hogs’ practice field. 

Returning starter Pete Burks threw nine 
interceptions and six TDs last year, and his 
back-up, Clint Stoerner, threw six INTs and 11 
completions. If the Hogs can find a dependable 
quarterback, they have a good pair of receivers 
in split end Anthony Eubanks (51 for 809 yards 
and five TDs) and Anthony Lucas (27 for 526 
and four TDs in 1995), who was hurt last year. 


age. 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

* Find a triggerman 
QB for the offense. 

* Running back 
Madre Hill has to be 


(4: * Arkansas 


The line has three returning starters in 
center Grant Garrett (6-3, 293), and guards 
Russ Brown (6-0, 281) and Brandon 
Burlsworth (6-3, 289). 


DEFENSE: Somebody had better check the 
Razorbacks’ meal money. Most of it looks like 
it’s going to nose guard Melvin Bradley (6-foot- 
2, 265 pounds) and defensive tackle Geno Bell 
(6-2, 278). 

Bradley had 89 tackles, including 14 tackles 
behind the line and 14 sacks, after Bell went 
down with a season-ending back injury in the 
season opener. Bell’s back is healthy, and he and 
Bradley are a formidable duo. 

Starting ends Ryan Hale and Ken Anderson 

are back, and Hale developed into a terrific pass 
tusher last year. The Hogs’ linebackers aren’t all- 
star quality, but are dependable. Outside line- 
backer C.J. McLain did a bit of everything last 
year, forcing two fumbles, recovering two fum- 
les, breaking up five passes and totaling eight 
tackles for losses. 
The graduation of inside linebacker Mark 
Smith will be felt because he was a tackling 
machine. Outside linebacker Norman Nero has 
been moved inside to help sophomores J.J. Jones 
and Jamel Harris. 

The secondary returns its top six backs, led 
by starting cornerbacks Marcus Campbell (11 
pass breakups, five INTs) and Zac Painter (seven 
pass deflections). Sophomore 
safeties Kenoy Kennedy and 
Jeromy Flowers are also back, 
breaking into the starting line-up 
during the second half of last sea- 
son. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: For most 
teams, returning veterans at punter 
and placekicker would make a 
coach happy. But as Ford said in 
the spring, “We haven't helped ourselves in the 
kicking game in a long time.” Matt Wait, a 
senior who averaged 40.3 yards per punt, is a 
four-year starter who will own all school career 
punting marks before he leaves. Yet, he has 
shown ill-timed hints of inconsistency. Todd 
Latourette has 23 career field goals in 35 
attempts, but seems to fade late in the season. 
He also missed field goals in crucial situations. 


RECRUITING: The Hogs’ race for a starting 
quarterback may not begin until fall when Jared 
McBride arrives on campus. The 6-4, 180- 
pound signee from Nashville, Ark., was the 
USA Today and Gatorade state player of the year 
after throwing for 4,049 yards, 53 TDs and just 
seven INTs. 


By Ron Higgins, The Memphis (Tenn.) Commercial 
Appeal 


receiving) yards to set scho 


(63,565; artificial) 
Returning Starters: 17 (6 oft 


_ Key Players Lost: Mark S: 
xe) ilip Hayes, FS, Oscar 


LEADING RETURNEE S 

Passing: Pete Burks, Jr., 116-224- 

INTs 

Rushing: Chrys Chukwuma, 

yards,5TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Anthony’ Eubanks, Sr, 51,5 BS 
Receiving (Yards): Eubanks, 809 — 

Tackles: Melvin Bradley, Jr, 89 — 

Sacks: pales, 7 


Kicking: Todd Latourette, 
19 PATs 
Points: Latourette, 45 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 NELOUISIANA 
9/13 atSMU 

9/20 atAlabama 
9/27 LOUISIANA TECH 
10/4 atFlorida 

10/18 S. CAROLINA 
10/25 AUBURN 

11/6 atOle Miss 
11/15 TENNESSEE 
11/22 MISSISSIPPI ST. 
11/28 atLSU 


LEG. Abernathy (Jr, 6-5, 289) inp 65,20) — 


LG: Russ Brown (Jr,, 6-0, 281)* Michael 
G: Grant Garrett (Jr., 6-3, 293)" _J.- Washbum (50, 65,281) 


LB: OJ. McLain (Jr, 6-4, 234)* Bryan Smith (Fr, 6-4, 225). 


LB: Jamel Harris (So., 5-11, 226) Harry Wilson (Jr, 6-1, 225) 
LB: J.J. Jones (So., 6-1,227) _C. Bexley (So., 6-0, 232) _ 
CB: M. Campbell (Sr,, 6-0, 184)* David Barrett (So., 5-10, 189) 
CB: Za¢ Painter (Jr, 5-10, 205)* Ontraia Moss (So., 5-9, wz) 
SS: J. Flowers (So., 6-0, 191)" _ Cory Nichols (Jr, 6-1, 204) _ 
FS: K. Kennedy (So., 6-1, 194)* J. Harpe’ 


SPECIAL TEAMS © 


K: Todd Latourette (Jr, 6-4, 208)" Cary Mazi 61 87) 
P: Matt Wait (Sr, 5-11, 227)" Todd Latourette (Jr, 6-4, 208) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
* Anthony Eubanks needs 32 


both categories. — 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.razorbacks.uark.edu/hogs 
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AUBURN FACTS 


Coach: Terry Bowden, 5th year, 36-9; 100-42- 2 overall 
196 Record: 8-4 (4-4 conf) f.) 

_ Final Rankings: No. 24 ‘AP, No. 25 USA Today/CNN — 

dordan- Hare Stadium, Auburn, Ala. 


Returning Starters: 20 (8 off., 10 def., 2.sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Jim Roe, OT; Leonard Thomas, OG; 
Jessie McCovery, TE; Marcellus Mostella, OLB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Dameyune Craig, Sr, 169-310-2,296 yards, 
16 TDs, 10 INTs 

"Rushing: Rusty. Wiliams, a 80 carries, 439 aes 
PANTS 5%, 

Receiving (Catches): Karsten Bailey, Jr, 45 

Receiving (Yards): Tyrone Goodson, Sr, 642 yards, 
6TDs 

Tackles: Takeo Spikes, Jr, 119 

Sacks: Leonardo Carson, So., and Quinton Reese, 
So., 4.5 

Interceptions: Brad Ware, So., 4 

Punting; Jaret Holmes, Sr., 42.0 avg. 

Kicking: Holmes, 13-20 FGs, 43-45 PATs 


Scoring: Holmes, 82 points 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/4 at Virginia “ALA.-BIRM,; W, 29-0 
9/13 OLEMISS | FRESNO STATE; W, 62-0 
9/20 atLSU _| at Ole Miss; W, 45-28 
9/27 C.FLORIDA | LSU; L, 19-15 
10/4 atS, Carolina CAROLINA; W, 28-24 
CAG RelSTTANT. Wiel] | at Miss. St; W, 49-15 
10/18 FLORIDA at Florida; 51-10 
10/25 MISSISSIPPI S’ ARKANSAS; W, 28-7 
11/1 atArkansas _| NE LOUISIANA; W, 28-24 
11/15 at Georgia GEORGIA; L, 56-49 
11/22 ALABAMA vs. Alabama; L, 24-23 
Independence Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: D. Crai ry 6-4 
RB: R. Williams 6-0, 1 M. 


HE: Willams (So, 6,107" M. Cooper (Se, 5,150) — 
RB: Kevin McLeod (Sr, 6-1,227)"Fred Beasley (Sr, 6-0, 216) _ 


(ee k Lowe (Sr., 6-0, 198) _ 
; Goodson, 182)" Robert Baker (Jr. 5-1 id 
NTE: Dillard (Sr., 6-2, 251) Mark Sharpe (Sr, 


- Ef Jono James (So. 2 3, 257)" Ben Eliot (So. 65,25 
LG: Kendall Mack (Jr, 6-5, 3 


C: James Kiger (Sr, 6-3, 264)" Kai avine (Jt, 6-3, 280) 
RG: T.J. Dunk; 
RT: Victor Riley (Sr., 6-5, 321)* ‘DeMareus Gury G68, 314) 


‘DEFENSE 
DE: Shannon Suttle DE: Ezell Powell 


DE: Shannon Suttle (S64, 284) DE: Ezall Powel (So, 6-4, 280) 
ae .B'baugh (Je, 6-1, 266)" C. Dorsey (Jr, 6-2, aay 


DE: L. Carson (So., 6-2, deff Dunlap (Fr, 6-4; 

LB: Q. 0 (So., Bobby Daffin 231) . 
}: Ricky Neal (Sr., 6-0, Haven Fields. So, 6-0, 

LB: Takeo Spikes (Jr., 6- saa Cam; 


LB: M. Wash'ton (So., 6-3, 209) eran iaeicie 
CB: A. Nolan 172" J 5-10, 1 
CB: R. 1. 5-7, 158)*_ Mi 5-10, 1 
‘SS: M. Houston (Jr, 6-1, 219)" Cor Rose (Fr.; 5-7, 1: 
{FSi Brad Ware (So. 6-2; 180)* Larry Melton (Sr., 5-11, 193) 


SE ECar TEAMS 3g 
_ K: Jaret Holmes Kevin Gentle (Jr, 6-1, 18: 
-P: Jaret Holmes (Sr, 6-2, eR Jeremy Zills (Jr, 6-3, 210) 


* Denotes returning starter 
MILESTONE 


¢ If quarterback Dameyune Craig can match 
his 16 touchdown passes of last year, he would 


finish third on the all-time Auburn list with 37, 
behind Pat Sulli van (53) and: Stan White (40). 
INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.auburn.edu/athletics 
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The grumbling has begun. 

For two years, Terry Bowden enjoyed a 
wonderful honeymoon at Auburn, losing 
just one of his first 22 games. But back-to- 
back 8-4 seasons have brought grumblers to 
the Plains. 

The honeymoon is over and Bowden 
knows it. A year ago, he canned long-time 
defensive coordinator Wayne Hall and 
coaxed the noted Bill “Brother” Oliver over 
from Alabama. The results, however, were 
not extraordinary: LSU won at Auburn in 
the fourth game of the season. Florida, 
Georgia and, yes, Alabama also had their 
way with Bowden’s boys, causing Auburn to 
finish at 4-4. 

“We've been playing guys in the season 
who are not the ones we were preparing in 
the spring,” said Bowden, who blames 
youth and injuries for his team’s perfor- 
mances the past two years. “A lack of 
upperclassmen has been a primary reason 
for that. We have to get to the point where 
that is not the case.” 


OFFENSE: In his first full year as the 
starting quarterback, Dameyune Craig com- 
pleted 54.5 percent of his passes, tossing 16 
touchdowns against 10 interceptions. In 
Auburn’s 32-29 win over Army in the 
Independence Bowl, he threw for 372 yards 
and two scores, plus a rushing 
TD. But the from 
Prichard, Ala., can do better. 

“Dameyune Craig needs to [Rt 
have a big year,” Bowden said. [RfaChst 
“He must have a great year for 
us to win the close ball games 
that allow you to have a great 
year.” 

The offensive line should be 
a strength. “For the first time 
since we’ve been here, Coach 
(Rick) Trickett will be practic- 
ing 10 people on the offensive line,” 
Bowden explained. “We have a solid two- 
deep on the offensive line.” 

Still, the Tigers lack a breakaway back. 
Sophomore Rusty Williams led the team a 
year ago, but gained just 439 yards on the 
year. No Tiger back averaged more than 
39.9 yards per game. Markeith Cooper, out 
of Miami, showed promise last year as a true 
freshman. Craig, an adept scrambler, gained 
75 yards in the bowl win. 

“Our running game 
Bowden said. 


senior 7 


needs work,” 


DEFENSE: Brother Oliver had to make 
due with a line-up unfamiliar with his 
scheme. In that respect, he has more sea- 


* Brother Oliver needs 
turn 
into one! 
similar to those he’ 
had at Alabama. 


*Craig must come 
through with a big 


complement 
passing attack. 


, Auburn 


i 


DAMEYUNE CRAIG-QB 


soned personnel at some spots this year, led 
by Takeo Spikes, a junior linebacker who 
could be the SEC’s best. 

“Takeo Spikes needs to stay healthy 
because he can be heads and tails above 
everybody else,” Bowden said. “We also 
need to find four solid starters in the sec- 
ondary. One of the biggest keys is that we 
make great strides defensively. The return- 
ing players on the defensive line need to 
stay healthy.” 

Martavius Houston, a junior, heads up 
the secondary. He was third on the team in 
tackles a year ago. Rickey Neal, 
a senior, is a strong linebacker. 
Junior nose tackle Jimmy 
Brumbaugh is the leading 
returning defensive lineman. 


Auburn 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Senior 
Jaret Holmes has the kicking 
duties nailed down. He aver- 
aged a healthy 42 yards per punt 
last year. As a field goal kicker, 
the Edwards, Miss., native was 
13 of 20, making 12 of 18 inside 
40 yards, and a long of 50 yards. He was a 
perfect 4-for-4 in the 24-23 loss to 
Alabama. 


RECRUITING: A good but not great year. 
The National Recruiting Advisor ranked 
the Tigers’ class at No. 20 in the nation, but 
just fifth in the SEC. The top catch may 
have been Stanford Simmons, a 6-foot-2, 
195-pound defensive back out of Ashland, 
Ala. Thomas Pittman, a 6-3, 255-pound 
defensive lineman from Louisiana, was also 
a good grab. Demontray Carter, a 6-0, 185- 
pound running back from Pensacola, Fla., is 
the top offensive recruit. 


ByiJohn Clay, The Lexington (K,)) Herald-Leader 
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It’s a double-edge sword these days in 
Tigerland. 

On the one side—the sharp side—coach 
Gerry DiNardo has seen constant improve- 
ment during his first two years. The Tigers 
went 7-4-1, including an Independence Bowl 
win over Michigan State in '95, then 10-2, 
with a 10-7 win over Clemson in the Peach 
Bowl last season. 

On the other side—the dull side—the 
Tigers’ chance at the SEC West title (and a 
trip to Atlanta for the league's championship 
game) was steamrolled when Alabama hung a 
convincing 26-0 victory over the battered 
Bayou Bengals. 

“We came a long way last year, 
but when it came to the big game, 
we didn’t come through,” 
DiNardo said. “That’s where we 
are with this program right now.” 

So what's the plan for year 
three? The next step. The Tigers 
return 17 starters, including star 
tailback Kevin Faulk, quarterback 
Herb Tyler and the nucleus of a 
good defense. 

“We've got to learn to to handle the pres- 
sure and perform each and every week of the 
season,” DiNardo said. 


game. 


OFFENSE: This could be the year junior 
Kevin Faulk hits the national limelight. Faulk 
tushed for 1,282 yards last year, averaging 
116.5 per game, including a run of 80 yards. 
He scored 13 touchdowns. Plus, the Tigers 
have sophomore Rondell Mealey, who rushed 
for 603 yards, averaging 5.9 per crack. He 
gained 161 yards in his college debut against 
Houston. 

Herb Tyler, also a junior, returns as the 
starting quarterback. He completed 58.3 per- 
cent of his passes and threw for seven TDs. 
However, he threw eight interceptions. 

Replacing tight end David LaFleur and his 


_GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
* Establish a more 
prolific passing 


¢ Find impact players 


at outside line- 
backer. 
* Prove their worth in 
a challenging 
home schedule. 


team-leading 30 catches last year will be no 
easy task. Larry Foster grabbed 26 balls as a 
freshman in 1996. Four of his catches went for 
TDs. 

“We have to throw and catch the ball bet- 
ter,” DiNardo said. “We proved we could run 
the ball last year, but we need to have a more 
balanced attack in this league.” 

Alan Faneca, an All-SEC pick and sec- 
ond-team All-America a year ago, anchors the 
offensive line. He’s a junior from Rosenberg, 
Texas, who has started every game at right 
guard since 1994, 


DEFENSE: The front four will be the anchor. 
All four starters are back on the defensive line, 
including tackles Chuck Wiley and Anthony 
McFarland. Wiley could make a run at the 
SEC's defensive player of the year honors. 

Middle linebacker Charles Smith returns, 
as does three of the four secondary starters. 
But replacing linebackers Allen Stansbury and 
Pat Rogers will not be easy. Markeith Spears 
and Joe Wesley, both juniors, will get first shot 
at the outside backer spots. 

“We have to improve our depth,” DiNardo 
said. “We're strong on the line, but we have 
some holes to fill throughout the rest of our 
defense. I think we can do that with our per- 
sonnel. In our secondary, again this year we're 
going to put our best four people out there, 
and we'll move people around 
until we find who those four play- 
ers are.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Last year, 
punter Chad Kessler led the SEC 
with 42.3 yards per kick. He’s 
back for his senior season. Kicker 
Wade Richey, also a senior, needs 
to improve on his 5-for-12 field 
goal showing from a year ago. He 
did kick a 54-yarder against Kentucky—the 
longest field goal in Tiger Stadium history. 
Faulk will handle both punt and kickoff return 
duties. He averaged a whopping 15.6 yards on 
punt returns and 22.4 per kickoff return. 


RECRUITING: DiNardo continues to excel 
at recruiting. This time he lured quarterback 
Rohan Davey—considered by most to be 
among the top 10 players in the country—out 
of Miami Lakes High in Hialeh, Fla. Michael 
Hayes, a wide receiver from Opelousas, La., 
was another strong pickup, as was the wonder- 
fully-named Muskingum Barnes, a defensive 
lineman from Moss Point, Miss. The National 
Recruiting Advisor rated LSU's class No. 17 
in the country. -*, 

By John Clay, The Lexington (Ky.) Herald 


Examiner 


LSU FACTS 


Coach: Gary DiNardo, 3rd year, 17-6-1; 36-31-1 overall 
*96 Record: 10-2 (6-2 conf.) 

Final Rankings: No. 12 AP, No. 13 USA Today/CNN — 
Home Stadium: Tiger Stadium, Baton Rouge, La. 
(79,940; grass) 

Returning Starters: 17 (8 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: David LaFleur, TE (@rd-team All- 
America); Ben Bordelon, OT (2nd-team All-SEC); Allen 
Stansberry, LB; Pat Rogers, LB; Denard Walker, CB; 
Sean Wells, OT 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Herb Tyler, Jr., 109-187-1,688 yards, 7 TDs, 
8 INTs 

Rushing: Kevin Faulk, Jr, 248 carries, 1,282 yards, 
13 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Larry Foster, So., 26, 4 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Larry Foster, So., 446 
Tackles: Chuck Wiley, Sr, 93 

Sacks: Chuck Wiley, Sr. and Mike Sutton, Sr, 6 
Interceptions; Mark Roman, So., 4 

Punting: Chad Kessler, Sr., 42.3 avg. 

Kicking: Wade Richey, Sr., 5-12 FGs, 42-43 PATs 


Scoring: Faulk, 84 points 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
9/6 UTEP HOUSTON; W, 35-34 
9/13 at Miss. St. at Auburn; W, 19-15, 
9/20 AUBURN N, MEXICO ST,; W, 63-7 
9/27, AKRON VANDERBILT; W, 35-0 
10/4 at Vanderbilt at Florida; L, 56-13 
10/11 FLORIDA KENTUCKY; W, 41-14 
10/18 OLE MISS MISS. ST.; W, 28-20 
11/1 atKentucky ALABAMA; L, 26-0 
11/8 atAlabama at Ole Miss; W, 39-7 
11/15 NOTRE DAME TULANE; W, 35-17 
11/28 ARKANSAS at Arkansas; W, 17-7 
vs. Clemson; W, 10-7* 
* Peach Bowl 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 
QB: Herb Tyler (Jr, 6-0, 194)" racino (Sr., 6-2, 1! 
RB: Kevin Faulk (Jr, 5-10, 192)" Rondell Meal 


ley (So., 6-0, 203) 
FB: Robert Tyler (So., 6-0, 235)* John Christ (So., 6-2, 230) 
WA: L. Foster (So., 5-10, 190)" _Y. Adams (Sr, 5-11, 172) 
WR: T. Frazier (So., 5-11, 182)" _N. Bates (So., 5-10, 190) 

TE: F. Hankton r, 6-5, 2 Jamal Pack (So., 6-3, 

LT: Al Jackson (So., 6-3, 300) _ Ryan Hebert (So, 6-8, 288) — 
LG: Adam Perry (Sr, 6-3, 293) )*_Ryan Thomassie (Jr., 6-2, 282) 
Gr Todd MeClure (tt, 6-2, 280)"_N Menara (So, 6:2,279 

RG: Alan Faneca (Jr., 6-5, 310)" Alvin Puckett 

RT: Trey Langley (RFr., 6-5, 280) Lee Stromberg Un eS 270) 


DEFENSE 

DE: T. Williams (So,, 6-3, 235)*_ Arnold Miller (Jr, 6-4, 242) 
DT: Chuck Wiley (Sr., 6-5, 274)" Jason Engel (Go., 6-3, 244) 
DT: A. McFarland (Jr., 6-1, 290)* Jol Mitch 
DE: Mike Sutton (Sr., 6-4, 263)*_R. eee 6-4, 231) 
LB:M. Spears (Jr, 5-11, 229) __ Jamal Hill (RFr, 6-2, 220) 
LB: C. Smith (So., 6-2, 220)"__ Monte Gatlin (So., 6-1, 233) _ 
LB: Joe Wesley (Jr., 6-2, 222) _ Aaron Adams (Jr., 6-2, 225) 
= iG icannuye le 5-9, 184) Nate Gates (RFr., 6-0, 180) 

'B: C. Donaldson (Sr., 5-11, 175)" Brandon Dale (RFr., 5-11, 170. 
= Chris Beard (Jr., 5-11, 182) Clifton White 6-0, 
FS: Mark Roman (So., 6-0, 185)" Raion Hill (Jr, 6-1, 191) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Wade Richey (Sr., 6-4, 200)*_ Danny Boyd (Sr., 6-0, 210) 


P: Chad Kessler (Sr., 6-1, 197)" Jeremy Witten (So., 5-10, 170) 


* Denotes returning starters 


MILESTONE 

* With 2,134 yards in his first two years, junior 
tailback Kevin Faulk needs 727 more to pass 
Harvey Williams (2,860) and move into third 
place on the all-time LSU rushing list. Dalton 
Hilliard (4,050) is first, followed ay Charles 
Alexander (4,035). 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.sports.Isu.edu 
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MISSISSIPPI FACTS 


Coach: Tommy Tuberville, 3rd year, 11-11 

"96 Record: 5-6 (2-6 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium, Oxford, 
Miss, (42,577, grass) : 

Returning Starters: 15 (7 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Kris Mangum, TE; (2nd-team All- 
SEC; Tim Montz, PK (2nd-team All-SEC); Kyle Wicker, 
DE; Derek Jones, CB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Stewart Partridge, Sr, 79-154-876 yards, 


3 TDs, 4 INTs i 


W 
7) 


Rushing; John Avery, Sr., 181 carries, 788 yards, 5 TDs 


Receiving (Catches): Grant Heard, So., 21, 2 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Heard, 291 

Tackles: Nate Wayne, Sr, 115 

Sacks: Walker Jones, Sr., and Johnny Jones, Sr, 5 
Interceptions: Ronnie Heard, So., 3 

Punting: Randall Green, Sr, 40.9 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Avery, 42 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
8/30 C. FLORIDA IDAHO ST; W, 38-14 
SMU VMI; W, 31-7, 
at Auburn AUBURN; L, 45-28 
VANDERBILT at Vanderbilt; W, 20-9 
at Tennessee TENNESSEE; L, 41-3 
10/18 atLSU at Alabama; L, 37-0 
10/25 ALABAMA ARKANSAS ST,; W, 38-21 
11/6 ARKANSAS at Arkansas; L, 13-7 
11/15 at Tulane LSU; L, 39-7, 
11/22 GEORGIA at Georgia; W, 31-27 
11/19 at Miss. St. MISS. ST;L,17-0 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 
QB: S. Partrids r 6-1, 195)*_ Jason Vai Fr, fal 


RB: John Avery (Sr., 5-10, 180)"_ Tony Cannion (Jr., 5-10, 193), 
HB: Andre Rone (Sr, 5-10, 175)* Frank Cutolo (Fr., 5-10, 163) 
WR: Grant Heard (So., 6-3, 190) Andre Rone (Sr., 5-10, 175) 
WR: G. Peterson (So., 6-2, 185) Stuart Brown (Sr., 5-10, 175) 
TE: Rufus French (So., 6-4, 243) Adam Bettis (So., 6-1, 225). 
LT: K. Hickman (Sr, 6-4, 315) __ Devon Coburn (Sr., 6-4, 275)* 
LG: O. Edwards (Sr., 6-3, 290)" _Andy Horton (RFr, 6-3, 270) 
C: Matt Luke (Jn, 6-2, 260)" __ Britton Smith (Fr, 6-5, 272) _ 
RG: Todd Wade (So., 6-7, 285) Trenton King (RFr., 6-3, 285) 
RT: Body Kitchen (Sr., 6-4, 280)" Joey Embry (So., 6-6, 295) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Johnny Jones (Sr., 6-0, 220) Bo Bennett (So., 6-1, 236) 
DT: C. Fisher (So., 6-3, 273) Mitch Baker (So., 6-2, 273) 
DT: Mi. Boone (So., 6-4, 270) __ Gene Barnes (So., 6-2, 245) _ 
DE: A. Hanson (Sr., 6-3, 260)" _ Morris Scott (Jr, 6-2, 230) 
LB; Broc Kreitz (Sr., 6-10, 210)* Al Rice (So., 6-2, 215) 
LB: Nate Wayne (Sr., 6-0, 230)* A. Spearman (So., 6-2, 240) _ 
LB: Walker Jones (Sr., 6-3, 215)" Matt Wells (Sr., 5-14, 205) 
CB: Malikia Griffin (Sr, 5-9, 180) Sam Owen (So., 5-9, 174) 
CB: Gary Thigpen (Jr, 5-9, 170)* B. Robinson (RFr., 5-9, 170) 
SS: Ronnie Heard (So., 6-2, 195)* Trent Wright (So., 5-11, 175) 
FS:T. Strickland (So., 5-10, 180)* Jason Clingan (So., 6-1, 183) 


SPECIAL TEAMS. 
K: Steve Lindsey (Sr, 6-0, 170) _M. Mitchell (So., 5-8, 165) 
P: Randall Green (Sr., 6-1, 210)* Kevin Cooper (Sr, 5-11, 185) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
« The Rebels will try to win their first SEC 
opener in four years. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.olemiss.edu/sports 
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Tommy Tuberville knew it wouldn’t be an 
easy job when he became the Ole Miss coach in 
1995. He took over a program that was just 
going on NCAA probation, with penalties that 
included a 12-scholarship signing limit in 1995 
and 1996. 

That was hard enough. And now that the 
probation is over, it’s even harder. Those 12- 
man recruiting classes will start to show up this 
year in avery thin depth chart that could be 
printed on a small index card. 

“T don't think there's any doubt that this 
could be our toughest year,” Tuberville said. 
“The 25 players we signed in February will have 
to contribute. The previous staff signed many 
junior college transfers; some don’t have any 
junior class. We have a bunch of second-year 
players.” 

That doesn’t bode well for the Rebels, but 
Tuberville’s breakeven record of 11-11 through 
the first two years of probation proves he can get 
the most out of a bleak situation. 


OFFENSE: Ole Miss exited the spring with its 
quarterback job wide open. 

Stewart Patridge (876 yards and three 
touchdowns) was the returning starting QB, but 
he was pushed by Robert Reed. Reed started 
one game at Arkansas two years ago before 
transferring to Ole Miss last year where he got a 
medical redshirt. He has a scrambling, playmak- 
ing style that is both dangerous 
and enticing for a Rebel offense 
that was plodding and predictable 
for most of last season. 

When the Rebels have time to 
throw, they have — excellent 
receivers. Grant Heard (21 for 291 
yards and two TDs) started four 
times last year. Andre Rone is 
being moved to an inside receiv- 
ing slot to take advantage of his 
quickness and darting moves. Eli Anding has 
been moved from defense to a receiver-running 
back slot position that will showcase his package 
of offensive weapons. Tight end Rufus French 
may get a chance to catch more balls. 

Running back John Avery is one of the 
SEC's most underrated backs, running for 788 
yards last year behind inconsistent blocking. 

The offensive line is a spot where Tuberville 
thinks his signees can have an impact since he 
recruited five offensive linemen. Otherwise, 
there are returning starters in center Matt Luke 
(6-foot-2, 260 pounds), tackle Boyd Kitchen 
and guard Omar Edwards. 


emerge. 


DEFENSE: The Rebels have seniors all the 
way across at linebacker, which is a good thing 
because the line looks rather piecemeal. 

Nate Wayne was moved from outside line- 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

*There must be a 
decision made at 
quarterback. 


* Offensive line play 
must get better. 

°A solid placekicking 
candidate must 


JOHN AVERY-RB 


backer to middle linebacker on the strength of 
his 115-tackle performance from last year. 
There's a chance that Wayne could still play 
some outside linebacker if sophomore Armegis 
Spearman continues to show great strides. The 
two outside backers have been moved from 
other positions: Converted quarterback Broc 
Kreitz made 90 tackles last year and former 
strong safety Walker Jones had 67 tackles 
including five sacks. 

The line has but one returning starter in 
Andre Harrison. The player to watch is 
Tennessee transfer Mitch Baker, who could 
make an impact at tackle. 

The secondary has three 
starters back, led by sophomore free 
safety Tim Strickland, who was one 
of the SEC's best freshmen last sea- 
son with 78 tackles. Cornerback 
Gary Thigpen is a veteran who will 
be relied on for leadership. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Senior Steve 
Lindsey likely will take over the 
starting placekicking spot vacated 
by Tim Montz, but Lindsey was just inconsistent 
enough in the spring not to lock down the job. 
Tuberville said he'll consider looking at some 
walk-ons in preseason practice. Randall Green, 
the returning punter, averaged 40.9 yards last 
year and needs to improve. The return game 
lacks a punt returner, but there’s a chance that 
Avery might get a shot at that job since he aver- 
aged almost 30 yards per kickoff return. 


RECRUITING: The Rebels signed two Parade 
All-Americas in quarterback Romaro Miller of 
Shannon (Miss.) High and offensive lineman 
Terrence Metcalf of Clarksdale, Miss. Miller 
threw for 9,070 career yards and 89 TDs, and 
rushed for 3,245 career yards and 38 TDs. 


By Ron Higgs: The Memphis ( Tenn.) ‘Commercial 
Appeal 
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GREG FAVORS-DE 


Just three years ago, after Mississippi State 
went to its third bowl game in coach Jackie 
Sherrill’s first four seasons in Starkville, State 
fans were wondering how long Sherrill would 
stay. Certainly, he would find a bigger, better 
coaching job. 

Now, after two straight losing seasons with no 
bowls, the buzz is how much longer does Sherrill 
have to stay? 

Sherrill accepts such fickleness as part of the 
business. After all, he’s starting his 20th year as a 
college head coach and his seventh at State. 
Dipping into Mississippi’s talent-rich junior col- 


year when he sustained a season-ending knee 
injury at South Carolina. McGee is expected 
back in the fall, but he'll have competition from 
newcomer J.J. Johnson of East Mississippi CC. 

The one returning line starter is senior tack- 
le Robert Hicks (6-foot-8, 352 pounds). He'll 
be helped by a bevy of junior college signees 
such as JUCO All-America Randy Thomas (6- 
4, 285) and former USA Today prep All- 
America Brad Elmore (6-4, 305). Virginia Tech 
transfer Anthony Kapp (6-4, 315) might make 
a starting push. 


DEFENSE: State lost its two best linebackers 
in Dwayne Curry and Paul Lacoste, but oppos- 
ing ball carriers may not have a chance to reach 
the Bulldogs’ linebackers this year. Try getting 
past 6-3, 343 nose guard Eric Dotson (41 tackles 
), 6-3, 228 end Greg Favors (101 tackles, 12 1/2 
sacks, 25 QB pressures) and 6-6, 320 tackle 
James Grier, who's fully recovered from knee 
surgery. Sophomore Kevin Sluder (6-5, 238) 
seems a bit light for a tackle, but he torched 
some teams like Ole Miss late last season with 
his quickness. He had four tackles, two pass 
deflections and a 60-yard fumble return for a 
touchdown against the Rebels. 

Senior Eamest Garner (6-3, 253) hopes to 
ease some of the linebacker loss by sliding over 
from outside ‘backer to the middle. He was tough 


MISSISSIPPI ST. FACTS 


Coach: Jackie Sherrill, 7th year, 34-33-2; 139-78-4 
overall 

"96 Record: 5-6 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Scott Field, Starkville, Miss, (40,656; 


grass) 

Returning Starters: 15 (6 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams), 
Key Players Lost: Derrick Taite, QB; Terry Day, DT; 
Brad Ainsworth, OL; Brent Smith, OT; Dan Hoover, 
C; Paul Lacoste, LB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Matt Wyatt, So., 64-130-830 yards, 7 TDs, 
3 INTs 

Rushing: Robert Isaac, 117 carries, 527 yards, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Lamont Woodberry, Sr, 27, 
27TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Lahitia Grant, Jr., 333, 5 TDs 
Tackles: Earnest Garner, Sr., 109 

Sacks: Gregory Favors, Sr., 12.5 

Interceptions: Izell McGill, Sr., 4 

Punting: Wyatt, 33.1 avg. 

Kicking: Brian Hazelwood, Jr, 8-8 FGs (long 51), 
25-26 PATs 


Scoring: Hazelwood, 49 

1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/30 MEMPHIS at Memphis; W, 31-10. 

9/6 KENTUCKY LA. TECH; L, 38-23 

9/13 LSU at S. Carolina; W, 14-10 

9/27 S.CAROLINA GEORGIA; L, 38-19 

10/4 at Georgia AUBURN; L, 49-15 

10/11 NE LOUISIANA at LSU; L, 28-20 

11/25 C. FLORIDA NE LOUISIANA; W, 59-0. 

11/1 at Auburn at Kentucky; L, 24-21 

11/15 at Alabama ALABAMA; W, 17-16 

11/22 at Arkansas ARKANSAS; L, 16-13 

11/29 MISSISSIPPI at Mississippi; W, 17-0 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 

OFFENSE 


QB: Matt Wyatt (So., 6-5, 221) _ Rob Morgan (So., 6-2, 185) 
‘TB: Robert Isaac (Sr., 5-8, 166)" _J. Johnson (Jr, 6-2, 215) 
FB: Nakia Greer (Sr., 5-10, 227)" _D. McKinley (Jr., 6-2, 231) 
WR: Lahitia Grant (Jr., 6-1, 198)" Jeremy Jones (Jr., 6-1, 192) 
WR: L. Woodberry (Sr, 6-1, 222)* Matt Butler (So., 6-3, 196) 
TE: Reginald Kelly (Jr., 6-5, J. Jennings (Jr, 6-4, i 
LT: Sam Baker (Sr., 6-5, 271) __ Anthony Kapp (Jr, 6-4, 315) 
LG: Burt Ashley (Sr,, 6-3, 293)__ Michael Fair (Fr, 6-4, 276) _ 
C: Eric Allen (Jr, 6-5, 282) Brad Elmore (Jr., 6-4, 305) 
RG: Stoney Price (Jr., 6-2, 283) _R. Thomas (Jr, 6-4, 285) 


on the outside a year ago when he had 109 tack- 
les, four sacks and nine QB hurries. 
The secondary allowed 220.8 
passing yards per game last year and 
picked off 10 passes. However, most 
of the key performers are back, 
including Eric Brown (47 tackles, 2 
interceptions) and Izell McGill (4 


lege ranks, he’s appeared to recruit enough quick- 
fix help in key positions to get the 
Bulldogs back into bowl contention 
this year. 

“I was impressed in the spring 
with the five junior college transfers 
who joined us at mid-semester,” 


Sherrill said. “They should be able 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 

¢ JUCO transfers must 
make immediate 
impact on offensive 
line. 


¢ The Bulldogs’ front 
line must dominate. 


PHOTO COURTESY MISSISSIPPI STATE 


to help us immediately, particularly 
a running back and some of the 
offensive lineman.” 


OFFENSE: Last season, then-new offensive 
coordinator Lynn Amedee's dropback passing 
attack didn’t seem to suit senior QB Derrick 
Taite, who struggled with the system and threw 
wildly. 

When freshman redshirt Matt Wyatt was in 
the lineup, State seemed to have some offensive 
flow. He threw for 830 yards and seven touch- 
downs, made the All-SEC freshman team and 
established a base from which Amedee could 
build. 

Wyatt has a nice group of receivers led by 
returning starters Lamont Woodberry (27 recep- 
tions for 305 yards, 2 TDs) and Lahitia Grant (22 
for 333, 5 TDs). Also, there are several receivers 
back who had at least 10 grabs last year for 100- 
plus yards and a touchdown. 

State needs to get back to tailback Keffer 
McGee, who was leading the SEC in rushing last 


Survive consecutive 
road games against 
Alabama and 
Auburn. 


INTs, one touchdown return). 
Brown and McGill are the only 
seniors in the backfield, with 
sophomores Tim Nelson, Adesola 
Badon and a handful of underclassmen reserves. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kicker Brian Hazelwood is 
back after making eight of 18 field goal attempts, 
with a long of 51. Jeff Walker takes over the punt- 
ing duties from the graduated Andy Russ, who 
averaged 46.5 yards per kick last year. 


RECRUITING: Sherrill brought in at least a 
half-dozen quality JUCO players who will chal- 
lenge for starting roles. Along with Elmore and 
Thomas, Anthony Kapp (6-4, 315) should make 
his presence felt on the offensive line. Kevin 
Prentiss (5-9, 150) adds depth to the receiving 
corps, while Johnson could challenge McGee for 
the starting tailback position. 


By Row Higgins, The Memphis (Tenn.) Commercial 
Appeal 


RT: Robert Hicks (Sr., 6-8, 352)* Allan Smith (Sr., 6-3, 283) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Larry Campbell (Jr., 6-2, 224) C. Menafee (So., 6-3, 237) 


DT: Kevin Sluder (So., 6-5, 298)" Marvin Coley (Jr, 6-5, 249) _ 


NG: Eric Dotson (Jr, 6-3, 343)* _K. Smith (Ur, 6-1, 259) 
DT: James Grier (Sr., 6-6, 320) _J. Graham (So., 6-5, 
DE: G. Favors (Sr., 6-3, 228)" K. Knotts (Jr, 6-3, 240) 


LB: Dereck Rush (Sr, 6-3, 215)__B. Simpson (So., 6-1, 221) 
LB: E, Garner (Sr., 6-3, 253)*__E. Yeates (So., 5-10, 231)_ 
CB: Adesola Badon (Jr, 6-0, 174) K. Roberson(So., 6-2, 185)* 
CB: Izell McGill (Sr., 5-10, 152)" _E. Clinton (Fr., 6-0, 185) 
‘SS: Eric Brown (Sr,, 6-1, 201)" __K. Jones (So., 6-2, 190) 

FS: Tim Nelson (So., 5-9, 176)* Eric Daniel (Jr., 6-2, 182) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K:B, Hazelwood (Jr., 6-0, 195)" _Jeff Walker (So., 6-0, 219) 
P: Jeff Walker (So., 6-0,219) Matt Wyatt (So., 6-5, 221) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
If Keffer McGee remains healthy, he is in line to 
break MSU's all-time rushing record. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.msstate.edu/athletics 
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Predicted Order of Finish 


EAST Pee WEST 
4 
UTAH 2 SAN DIEGO ST. 
3 RICE 3 AIR FORCE 
4 SMU 4 WYOMING 
5 NEW MEXICO _5 FRESNO ST. 
6 TULSA 6 UNLV 
7 TCU 7 HAWAII 
8 UTEP 8 SANJOSE ST. 


BOB ROSATO 
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3 Biggest Games | 
DP OCT.11BYUATRICE 


> OCT. 18 COLORADO ST. 
AT WYOMING 
> Nov. 22 COLORADO ST. 
AT SAN DIEGO ST, 
All-WAC Team 
OFFENSE 
Pos. Player HL/Wt Yr. 


QB: J.Denton —6-3/210 So. 
RB: C.F.-Ma’afala 6-0/275 So. 
RB: D. Washington 5-11/193 Jr 
WR:K. Dyson 6-2/197 Sr. 
WR:W. Caswell 5-8/184 Sr. 
TE: C.Jahries 6-5/250 Sr. 
OL: K.Turley —-6-6/305 Sr. 
OL: K. Korth 6-4/300 Sr. 


OL: M. Newell 
OL: A. Cesario 
OL: E. Salaam 
PK: M. Reeder 


DEFENSE 

DL: A. Ross 

DL: J. Leonard 
DL: M.Harper —«6-6/25! 
DL: S. O'Boyle 
LB: C. Bordano 
LB: C, Gizzi 5 
LB; J.Talich =: 
DB; E. Klaneski 
DB: 0.Morgan 
DB: B. Lee 
DB: F. Staine-Pyne 6-0/1 
P: A.Langley  6-1/181_ So. 


Colorado St. 
Colorado St. 
6-0/162 Sr TU 


Players To Watch 
Offensive Player of The Year: 
Jon Denton, QB, UNLV 
Defensive Player of The Year: 
Chris Gizzi, LB, Air Force 


Newcomer to Watch: : S 
Rodrick Johnson, RB, UNLV 


TIM PORCO /SPURLOCK PHOTOS. 


9, 


Where does Air Force turn now? 

Life was easy with Beau Morgan. The 
tiny quarterback could control a football 
game for Air Force. Nobody stopped him. 
He could run forever. Chew time off the 
clock. Keep the defense off the field. With 
him, they were able to beat Notre Dame at 
South Bend, Ind., last year and were able to 
get to the Copper Bowl two years ago. The 
Falcons could go into every Saturday with a 
reasonable expectation for victory. 

Morgan, however, has graduated. Where 
do they turn now? It could be Morgan's 
younger brother, Blane, stepping into the 
center of the uncertainty on Air Force's 
offense. 

There won't be much adjustment time. 
Air Force was able to count on a tepid home 
schedule in the early weeks of the past two 
years to make a fast move in the WAC, but 
that won't happen this year. The Falcons 
must meet Rice and Colorado State on the 
road before September is over. 

Moreover, it’s not just Beau Morgan that 
the team has lost. The Falcons will also be 
without their seven receivers, their top six 
rushers and their top seven scorers from a 
year ago. In fact, safety Stephen Pipes is the 
top leading returning scorer with 12 points, 
along with two others. 

Where do they turn now? 


OFFENSE: Blane Morgan, a 
junior, never had the chance to 
attempt a pass a season ago. 
He'll get his chance this year. 
And with holes throughout the 
offense, they'll need him to 
progress swiftly. 

Scary stat of the spring foot- 
ball game: Morgan rushed for 
minus-13 yards and missed on 6 
of 8 passes. 

Morgan is the clear-cut choice to start 
the season, but promising redshirt freshman 
Stephen O'Neil was a jet for the JV’s last 
season. Had he been healthy this spring, 
O'Neil could have won the starting job. 
He'll be waiting should Morgan falter. 

Coach Fisher DeBerry loves guards 
Frank Mindrup and Chuck Parks. He calls 
them two of the Falcons’ best linemen in 
years. And given untested players at most of 
the skill positions, their anchoring of the 
line will be fundamental to the season. 
Charles Gilliam moves to fullback and 
could end up carrying the ball often for the 
Falcons. 


DEFENSE: Much of the burden for success 
will fall on the defense. And everything 


* QB Morgan must 
become adept at 
ball-control offense. 

* Defensive front 


must be able to stop 
the run. 
* Running backs and 
receivers must 
emerge. 


Air Force 


STEVE PIPES-SS 


starts with the secondary. Corners Tim Curry 
and Frank Staine-Pyne are proven players. 
Also returning are safeties Jason Sanderson 
and Stephen Pipes. 

The linebacking corps is one of the 
WAC's best, with seniors Chris Gizzi and 
Steve Fernandez returning. Gizzi was last 
year’s Pacific Division Defensive Player of 
the Year; Fernandez should contend for all- 
conference honors this season, Given that 
the defensive front is essentially starting 
over, the leadership and stability must start 
behind them. 

“] think our secondary will be 
a very competitive one,” 
DeBerry said. “Our linebackers 
will also be the strength of this 
team. Our biggest concern is our 
defensive front line. Some play- 
ers are going to have to grow-up 
there real fast in (Tim) 
Schumacher, (Cliff) Reimer and 
(Bryce) Fisher.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Alex Wright has finally 
found his permanent position as Air 
Force’s placekicker. He moved to wide 
receiver for a season, but has returned to 
kicker after winning the job this spring. 
Although he wanted to catch passes, he was 
too deep on the depth chart to ever have the 
chance. 

Punter Jason Kirkland is solid. He was- 
n't used too often a year ago—just 16 
times—but averaged nearly 43 yards a punt. 
He'll likely get many more opportunities 
this season. 


RECRUITING: The service academies 
aren't allowed to comment on recruits until 
late summer. 


By Adrian Wojnarowski, The Fresno Bee 


AIR FORCE FACTS 


Coach: Fisher DeBerry, 14th year, 98-60-1 

96 Record: 6-5 (5-3 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Falcon Stadium, Colorado Springs, 
Colo. (52,490; grass) 

Returning Starters: 10 (2 off., 5 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Beau Morgan, QB; Alex Pupich, 
LB; Cameron Curry, DT; Andre Johnson, RB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: None 

Rushing: Tobin Ruff, Sr., 21 carries, 178 yards 
Receiving (Catches): Jemal Singleton, Jr., 4 
Receiving (Yards): Singleton, 20 

Tackles: Chris Gizzi, Sr., 128 

Sacks: Steve Fernandez, Sr., 7 
Interceptions: Steve Pipes, Sr., 3 

Punting: Jason Kirkland, Jr., 42.8 avg. 
Kicking: None 

Scoring: Singleton, Tobin Ruff, Sr., and 
Pipes, 12 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/30 IDAHO SAN JOSE ST.; W, 45-33 
9/6 atRice at UNLV; W, 65-17 

9/13 UNLV at Wyoming; L, 22-19 
9/20 COLORADO ST. RICE; W, 45-17 

9/27 SAN DIEGO ST. NAVY; L, 20-17 

10/4 CITADEL at Notre Dame; W, 20-17 
10/11 at Navy HAWAII; W, 34-7 

10/18 FRESNO ST, COLORADO ST; L, 42-41 
10/25 at San Jose St. at Army; L, 23-7 

11/1 at Hawaii at Fresno St.; W, 44-38 


11/8 ARMY 
11/15 WYOMING 


at San Diego St.; L, 28-23. 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Blane Morgan (Jr., 5-9, 192) S. O'Neil (So., 6-0, 180) __ 
RB: J. Sessum (So., 5-11, 188) _ Tobin Ruff (Sr., 6-0, 205)" 
RB: J. Singleton (Jr., 5-9, 187) _ Barry Roche (Jr., 5-11, 206) 
FB: Chales Gilliam (Jr., 5-9, 217) Ryan Hill (Jr., 5-9, 217) _ 
WR: D. Newman (Jr, 6-0, 174) _ Mike Barron (Jr., 6-1, 191) _ 
TE: Ryan Quaale (Sr., 6-2, 227) _K. Chandler (So., 6-3, 210) __ 


LT: Karl Falk (Sr., 6-0, 260) Scott Breece (Sr., 6-3, 265) 

LG: Frank Mindrup (Jr., 6-5, 290) D. Charters (So., 6-4, 265) _ 

C: Jeff Parr (Sr., 6-3, 250) Brian Phillips (Jr., 6-1, 257) 

RG: C. Parks (Sr., 6-6, 280)" _M. Roberts (So., 6-4, 253) _ 

RT: Rob Evert (Sr., 6-4, 260) E. Woodring (Jr., 6-4, 281) 
DEFENSE 


DT: S. Thomas (So., 6-2, 276) _T. Schumacher (Sr., 6-3, 250) 
NG: Ron Jenkins (Sr., 6-2, 261) Rory Stein (So., 6-3, 245) 
DT: Bryce Fisher (Jr., 6-2, 251) _ Cliff Reimer (Jr., 6-5, 258) 
LB: Mike Tyler (Jr., 6-1, 221 Sean Finnan (Sr., 6-3, 234) 
LB: Chris Gizzi (Sr., 5-11, 233)" _C.J. Zanotti (So., 6-2, 230) _ 
LB: Jeffrey Mohr (Sr., 6-1, 227) _ Billy Free (Jr., 6-1, 218) 

LB: S. Fernandez (Sr., 6-1, 240)" T. Meidinger (So., 6-2, 190) 
CB: F. Staine-Pyne (Sr,, 6-0, 188)" N. Smagh (So., 5-11, 181) 
CB: Tim Curry (Jr., 5-10, 175) _C. Warren (Jr., 5-9, 193) 

‘SS: Steve Pipes (Sr., 6-0, 192)*_ J. Felton (So., 5-11, 195) 
FS: J. Sanderson (Jr. 6-1, 220)* J. Blevins (So., 6-4, 170) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Alex Wright (Jr, 5-8, 169) _J. Whitting (So., 5-11, 165)_ 
P: Jason Kirkland (Jr., 6-0, 165)" S. Gribben (So., 6-1, 175) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

¢ Fisher DeBerry will be gunning for his 100th 
career coaching victory this season. He enters 
1997 with a 98-60-1 overall record. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.usafa.af.mil/ah 
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COLORADO ST. FACTS 


Coach: Sonny Lubick, 5th year, 30-17; 51-36 overall 
96 Record: 7-5 (6-2 WAC) 

Home Stadium: Hughes Stadium, Fort Collins, Colo. 
(30,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 17 (8 off., 9 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Calvin Branch, FB (1st-team All- 
WAC); Mark Rogowski, OT (1st-team All-WAC); Jeremy 
Calhoun, WR (2nd-team All-WAC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Moses Moreno, Sr., 193-335-2921 yards, 
18 TDs, 12 INTs 

Rushing: Damon Washington, Jr, 162 carries, 1075 
yards, 8 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Geoff Turner, Sr., 52,6 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Turner, 921 

Tackles: Willie Taylor, Jr. 142 

Sacks: Adrian Ross, Sr., 12 

Interceptions: Erik Olson, So. and Eason Ramson, 
Sr.,3 

Punting: None 


Kicking: None 
Scoring: Washington, 48 points 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
8/30 NEVADA TENN.-CHAT; W, 61-19 
8/6 at Colorado COLORADO; L, 48-34 
8/13 at Utah State at Oregon; L, 35-28 
8/20 AIR FORCE UNLV; W, 35-16 
10/4 HAWAII at Nebraska; L, 65-9 
10/11 atSan Jose St. at Hawaii; W, 28-16 
10/18 at Wyoming at Tulsa; L, 20-14 
10/25 TULSA SAN JOSE ST,; W, 35-13 
11/1 atUNLV SAN DIEGO. |, 27-18 
11/8 FRESNOST. at Air Force; W, 42-41 
Uae e)el ea | at Fresno State; W, 42-20 
WYOMING; L, 25-24 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


QB: M. Moreno (Sr., 6-2, 187)" __ Ryan Eslinger (Jr., 6-2, 212) 
RB: Joey Porter (Jr., 6-3, 222) __ Darrell Ballard (Sr., 6-1, 198) 
FB: D. Washington (Jr, 5-11, 193)* Jaime Blake (Jr., 5-10, 233) _ 
WR: Geoff Turner (Sr, 5-8, 191) _ Frank Rice (Fr., 6-0, 159) 
WR: Paul Turner (St., 5-9, 175) _ Jon Ueland (So., 5-11, 178)__ 
TE: Eli Workman (Sr., 6-4, 262) _ Derrek Uhl (Jr., 6-4, 249) 

LT: Steve Dundee (Sr., 6-5, 295)* Blane Saipaia (So., 6-3, 287) 
LG: J. Dansereau (Sr., 6-1, 256) Tim Stuber (Fr., 6-5, 315) _ 


C: Mike Newell (Jr, 6-4, 278)" _N.Schat i, 6-4, 257) 

RG: A. Cesario (Jr, 6-6, 299)" Julio Alcala (So., 6-3, 270) 

RT: Eric Bailey (Sr, 6-7, 277)" Adam Wallace (Sr. 6-7, 277) 
DEFENSE 


DE: S. Trammell (Jr, 6-5, 242)* Paul Krisfalusi (So., 6-4, 265) 
DT: R. Cieslinski (So., 5-4, 265)* Jaime Bennett (Fr., 6-2, 250) __ 
DT: M. Mackenzie (Fr., 6-2, 263) Greg Pollard (So., 6-0, 250) 
DE: Adrian Ross (Sr., 6-3, 237)* Clark Haggans (So., 6-4, 225) 
LB: N. Kvamme (Jr., 6-0, 210)* Jon Benallo (Jr., 5-11, 211) 
LB: Willie Taylor (Jr, 6-0, 215)* Eric Vaughn (Jr., 6-3, 221) 

LB: Rick Crowell (So., 6-3, 222) Ula Tuitele (So., 6-2, 227) 

CB: E. Ramson (Sr., 5-9, 190)" _Tetriss Nunn (So., 5-9, 175) 
CB: B. Schneider (Sr., 5-8, 175)" Dennis Randle (Jr., 6-0, 175) 
‘SS: Erik Olson (So., 6-1, 192)" _ Otis Johnson (So., 6-0, 190) 
FS: Myron Terry (Jr., 6-3, 198) K. McDougal (So., 6-0, 197) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Derek Franz (Jr, 6-1, 184) Preston Loos (Sr., 6-1, 192) 
P: Derek Franz (Jr. 6-1, 184) Preston Loos (Sr., 6-1, 192) 
“Denotes returning starter 
MILESTONES 


¢ Calvin Branch and Damon Washington 
each rushed for more than 1,000 yards last 
season—only the third duo to do so in WAC 
history 

¢ The Rams have won 25 games since 1994, the 
greatest three-year total in school history 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.colostate.edu/Athletics 
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S Colorado Siate 


ANTHONY CESARIO-DE 


The difference between playing for a third- 
straight Western Athletic Conference champi- 
onship and having a season abruptly short-cir- 
cuited is an excruciatingly small one. That’s 
what the Colorado State Rams learned in 1996. 

“If we just make one play, just change one 
thing here or there, we're in the championship 
game,” head coach Sonny Lubick said last 
November after arch-rival Wyoming ended 
CSU's season with a thud. Things may have 
been different had the Rams halted a fourth- 
down run, or had quarterback Moses Moreno 
not thrown an interception on the final drive. 

But perhaps the 1996 disap- 
pointment will pay off with extra 
1997 determination. That atti- 
tude, coupled with a large collec- 
tion of well-tested talent, could 
earn Colorado State that shot at a 
title that so narrowly eluded them 
a year ago. 


OFFENSE: Moreno enters his 
senior year as the premiere quar- 
terback in the WAC, after one of the greatest 
passing seasons in CSU history. The 6-foot-2, 
175-pounder now plays with great confidence— 
a missing element that hindered him during his 
first two error-prone seasons. 

“He's at a much higher level than ever 
before,” said Lubick. “Moses is delivering the 
ball a little more crisply, a little more on time.” 

He'll have at least two trusty targets on the 
outside—receivers Paul and Geoff Turner (no 
relation), who have each led the Rams in catch- 
es. Paul Turner sat out last season for academic 
reasons, but his return adds needed speed to the 
CSU attack. 

On the offensive line, Mike Newell and 
Anthony Cesario are all-conference-caliber 
blockers, and 6-7, 280-pound Eric Bailey will 
help ease the loss to graduation of All WAC 
tackle Mark Rogowski. Tight end Eli Workman, 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
*Hold the ball longer 
to give overworked 
defense a breather. 


Running backs must 
stay healthy. 

¢Cut down on WAC- 
worst 16 fumbles. 


a three-year starter, is a capable blocker who also 
caught 20 passes last year. 

They'll block for fullback Damon 
Washington, who had a breakout sophomore 
season in 1996, gaining 1,075 yards in just 10 
games. 


DEFENSE: Colorado State's inexperience 
showed defensively in 1996, ranking the team 
104th nationally in total defense. But the Rams 
improved steadily as the season went on. With 
nine starters back, expect CSU to substantially 
reduce its 458-yard average, or at least curb 
opponents enough to allow the offense to con- 
trol games. 

The Rams are especially solid in the middle, 
where juniors Willie Taylor and Nate Kvamme, 
who both made more than 120 tackles last sea- 
son, head a linebacking corps that goes six or 
seven deep. 

That sort of depth doesn’t extend to the 
defensive line, however, where the Rams are 
counting on contributions from an assortment 
of injury-prone or undersized run-stoppers. 
Sophomores Rob Cieslinski and Greg Pollard 
are needed at tackle, but both are trying to 
bounce back from knee surgery. All-WAC end 
Adrian Ross had 7-1/2 sacks as a junior, and 
Steve Trammell added 4-1/2. 

Pass rushing specialist Clark Haggans is a 
tough player, even though he 
weighs in at just 220 pounds. 
“(Haggans] plays harder than every 
football player I've ever coached,” 
said line coach Tom Ehlers. 

The secondary is young and 
improving, especially the three- 
man. safety rotation of Myron 
Terry, Erik Olson and Kevin 
McDougal. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: With Matt McDougal 
around the past three seasons to handle both 
punting and kicking, Lubick hasn’t had to worry 
about special teams in a while. He'll try to sort 
out a threesome of Derek Franz, Preston Loos 
and C.W. Hurst. Geoff Turner is the incumbent 
punt returner. 


RECRUITING: The Rams could get some 
immediate help in the backfield from former 
Arizona State tailback Brian Singleton, who 
transferred to CSU from Saddleback Junior 
College. Darran Hall, a wideout who scored 13 
touchdowns for Grossmont J.C., will be given a 
look as well. The Rams’ top prep recruit is Brad 


Svoboda, a four-position athlete from 
Springfield, Ill. 


By Phil Miller, The Salt Lake City Tribune 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF RICE UNIVERSITY 


Last season, the Owls were blitzed by Ohio 
State, 70-7, in week one, beat Tulane on the 
road in the second week and came home to a 
34-7 drubbing by Kansas State. So no one 
would have blamed Rice coach Ken Hatfield if 
he believed his team would be heading toward a 
fate similar to the 2-8-1 record of the previous 
season. 

But Hatfield, who had already taken one 
tour of the WAC with Air Force Academy ear- 
lier in his career, didn’t fret prior to the confer- 
ence season. Five weeks later, he had the Owls 
one game back of first-place Brigham Young, 
with a chance to tie for the league title. 

The Owls met their match in the Cougars, 
losing 49-0 in Provo, but their confidence had 
been rebuilt. Though a 7-4 season and 6-2 mark 
in the WAC didn’t guarantee anything. With 
only two bowl tie-ins last season, Rice joined 
Wyoming as the odd teams out, failing to draw 
bowl invitations. 

“That’s frustrating, but we know the rules of 
the game and everybody in the WAC is com- 
peting for the same bowl spots,” Hatfield said. 
“We'll have a hard time getting picked, but you 
still have to earn it and we know that going into 
the season.” 


OFFENSE: The Owls were a pesky problem 
for most WAC defenses, with the exception of 
BYU and Air Force last season. The spread 
option meant a defense had to be quick to react. 
Rice averaged 376 yards on the 
ground in the final seven games of 
the season, gaining more than 400 
yards rushing in five games. 

However, Hatfield isn’t about 
to get too cozy with his quarter- 
back situation. Even though Chad 
Nelson rushed for 801 yards on 
128 carries—the most ever gained 
by a Rice quarterback—Hattield 
won't hand him the starting job 
again. Hatfield wants competition 
for Nelson, and it’s in place with sophomore 
Chad Richardson—who started three of the last 
four games after Nelson was injured late in the 
season—and transfer Jeremy Bates. Bates was so 
impressive in spring drills that he moved past 
Richardson on the depth chart even though 
Richardson was more of an accomplished passer, 
throwing for 183 yards in the win over TCU. 

Clearly, Hatfield needs the passing game to 
put up more than 46.9 yards a game. Rice has 
the speed to run the option, but in the WAC, 
the passing game can’t afford to be that far 
behind. 

The choices up the middle start with full- 
back Benji Wood, who averaged six yards per 
carry over the last half of the season. Michael 
Perry is the usual recipient of the pitch, averag- 
ing nearly 5.4 ype. and putting up 141.9 all-pur- 
pose yards a game. Hatfield promises to rotate in 
at least eight backs. 


at home. 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
e Win opening game 
against Air Force 


* Settle on one QB 


and hope he’s a reli- 
able passer. 

The defense must 
stop big-play passes. 


MICHAEL PERRY-RB 


Whoever settles in at quarterback will need 
receivers Jason Blackwell, Drew Cooper and 
Tony Washington to develop as breakaway 
threats to keep the defense honest. With four of 
five starters back on the offensive line, he 
should have the protection . 


DEFENSE: The Owls defense did a decent job 
last season, thanks in part to returning inside 
linebackers Thomas Benford and Rashad 
Reynolds. Ends Andy Clifton and Terrence 
Melton should provide the necessary push up 
front against the rush and pass. 

The secondary is anchored by 
safety Karlon Bedford, who aver- 
aged 6.6 tackles a game, had five 
pass deflections and a 27-yard pass 
interception return against Kansas 
State. Cornerback LaDouphyous 
McCalla returns with his 4.9 tack- 
les, seven deflections and a 39-yard 
INT return at TCU last year. 

“We're going to have to rely on 
new kids to come in and play well,” 
Hatfield said. 

The key for this defense will be to avoid get- 
ting discouraged when games get out of reach. 
Without a proven passing game, Rice can’t play 
catch-up with strictly the option. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Sophomore Scott Grimes, 
who kicked off in "96, will handle both punting 
and placekicking responsibilities, although 
freshman Derek Crabtree adds competition. 
Perry is back to return kicks after averaging 12 
yards on punt returns last season. 


RECRUITING: As usual, Rice loaded up with 
freshmen and got help defensively with 14 new- 
comers. With holes throughout the defense, the 
help from this class will probably come in those 
spots first. 


By Andy Katz, The Frese Bee 


RICE FACTS 


Coach: Ken Hatfield, 4th year, 14-18-1; 127-80-4 overall 

196 Record: 7-4 (6-2 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Rice Stadium, 

(70,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 15 (9 off., 6 def.) 
Key Players Lost: Ndukwe Kalu, DE (1st-team All- 
WAC); Tucker Phillips (1st-team All-WAC); Jeremy 
Thigpen, C (2nd-team All-WAC); Spencer George, RB 
(2nd-team All-WAC); Warrick Franklin, CB (2nd-team 
All-WAC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Chad Richardson, So., 9-43-259 yards, 2 TDs, 
TINT 

Rushing: Chad Nelson, Sr., 128 carries, 801 yards, 
11 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Jason Blackwell, Jr, 4 
Receiving (Yards): Blackwell, 113 

Tackles: Thomas Benford, Jr., 79 

Sacks: Andy Clifton, Sr., 2 

Interceptions: Three tied with one 

Punting: None 


Houston, Texas 


Scoring: Nelson, 66 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 AIRFORCE at Ohio State; L, 70-7 
9/13 at Tulane at Tulane; W, 21-14 
CPUs leuiuesiciam | KANSAS STATE; L, 34-7 
9/27 TEXAS at Air Force; L, 45-17 
10/4 atTulsa NEW MEXICO; W, 38-21 
10/11 BYU SMU; W, 35-17 

10/18 atNew Mexico at UTEP; W, 48-21 

11/1 atSMU UTAH; W, 51-10 

11/8 TCU BYU; L, 49-0 

11/15 atUtah at TCU; W, 30-17 

11/22 UTEP TULSA; W, 42-14 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: C. Nelson (Sr, 5-11, 195)* Jeremy Bates (So., 5-10, 170) 
RB: M. Perry (Jr, 5-9, 200)" __ Anthony Griffin (Fr., 5-10, 185) 
RB: K. Gordon (Jr, 6-0, 210) __ Mike Gingrich (Jr, 5-11, 220) _ 
FB: Benji Wood (Sr., 6-2, 230)" _R. Newhouse (Sr., 5-10, 205) _ 
WR: J. Blackwell (Jr., 6-0, 170)" Drew Cooper (Fr., 5-9, 170) 
TE: Mike Jones (Sr., 6-0, 230)" Bryon Godfrey (Sr., 6-0, 225) _ 
LT: Rod Beavan (So., 6-2, 285)*_ Chase Allen (Sr., 6-3, 300) 
LG: Neal Gray (So., 6-3, 275)" __ Alex Morris (Sr., 6-3, 285) 
C: Mike Vietor (Jr., 6-0, 275) __ Matt Baldwin (So., 6-2, 275) 
RG: C. Torello (Jr., 6-1, 300)" Joe Davis (Fr., 6-1, 275) 
RT: M. Spinner (Sr, 6-2, 285)* Shan Jackson (Jr., 6-2, 285) 


DEFENSE 
DE: T. Melton (Jr., 6-2, 235) Julian Duncan (Jr., 6-2, 240) 
DT: A. Hughes (Jr., 6-4, 285) __ Mark Lee (Fr., 6-3, 240) 
NG: Judd Smith (So., 6-1, 280)" Jeff Odom (Fr., 6-1, 275) 
DE: Andy Clifton (Sr., 6-3, 250)* Michael Lecclier (Fr., 6-2, 230) 
LB: R. Reynolds (Jr,, 6-0, 235)" W. Kubesch (So., 6-1, 225) 
LB: T. Benford (Jr., 5-11, 215)" Blair Brown (Jr., 5-11, 215) 
LB: Larry Ruffin (So., 5-10, 195) Clint Leschber (So., 6-1, 220) _ 
CB: L. McCalla (Jr, 5-9, 185) _ David Grenardo (Jr., 5-7, 160)_ 
CB: Bo Valles (Sr., 5-10, 175) _ Adam Sadler (Fr., 5-10, 180) 
SS: Brent Huffman (Jr., 6-0, 190) Travis Ortega (Fr., 6-3, 205) 
FS: K. Bedford (So., 5-10, 190)" Kevin Brabham (Jr., 6-1, 195) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Scott Grimes (Fr, 6-1, 195) Derek Crabtree (Fr., 6-4, 210) _ 
P: Scott Grimes (So., 6-1, 195) Victor Young (Jr. 6-1, 190) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Rice had the best Division I-A winning per- 
centage in the state of Texas last season 
with a 7-4 record. 

¢ Rice had its best rushing average in history 
with 305.4 yards a game. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.ruf.rice.edu/~ricesid/ 
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SMU FACTS 


Coach: Mike Cavan, 1st year; 67-49-2 overall 

*96 Record: 5-6 (4-4 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Ownby Stadium, Dallas, Texas 
(23,783; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 16 (7 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Craig Swann, LB (ist-team All- 
WAC); Keith Chiles (2nd-team All-WAC); Jay Harvey 
(2nd-team All-WAC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Ramon Flanigan, Sr., 106-212-1,715 yards, 
11 TDs, 13 INTs 

Rushing: Donte Womack, Sr., 160 carries, 887 yards, 
5 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Albert Johnson, Jr., 33, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Johnson, 671 

Tackles: Chris Bordano, Sr., 124 

Sacks: Bordano, 3 

Interceptions: Dewey Evans, Jr., 3 

Punting: Anthony Scotti, Sr., 41.4 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Thornal, 42 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 Mississippi TULSA; W, 17-10 
9/13 ARKANSAS at Ark.;W, 23-10 
9/20 NAVY UTAH; L, 21-17 

9/27 BYU at Navy; L, 19-17 
10/4 at N. Mexico at BYU; L, 31-3 
10/11 at Utah MISSOURI; L, 27-26 
10/25 WYOMING at Rice; L, 35-17 

11/1 RICE NEW MEXICO; W, 52-31 
11/8 UTEP at Wyoming; L, 59-17 
11/15 at Tulsa at UTEP; W, 30-0 
11/22at TCU "TCU; W, 27-24 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 
QB: R. Flanigan (Sr., 6-2, 180)*M. Humble (Sr., 6-1, 200)__ 
RB: D. Womack (Sr., 5-8, 190)* K. Adams (Jr., 5-10, 195) 


Fl Harmon (Sr., 5-9, 195)*_R. Coats (So., 5-11, 205) 
Wi Johnson (Jr., 5-9, 180)*L. Guillory (Jr., 5-9, 17: 


WR: J. Moore (Jr., 5-11, 180) _!. Gaines (So., 5-11, 155) 

TE: D. Blueitt (So., 6-3, 205)*_J. Morgan (Jr., 6-4, 265) 

LT: J. Morgan (Jr., 6-4, 265)* _J. Erxleben (Fr., 6-5, 285) 

LG: T. Bandy (So., 6-6, 305) _K. Scanlon (Jr., 6-3, 265) _ 
C:R. Nichols (Fr. 6-4, 240) _A. Havens (So., 6-0, 205) 

RG: G. Ivey (Sr., 6-4, 285)* Bill Holder (So., 6-0, 205) 
RT: J. Chavira (So., 6-4, 290) J, Erxleben (Fr., 6-5, 285) 


DEFENSE 
DE: M. Hall (Jr,, 6-2, 230)" _W. Washington (Jr., 6-3, 245) _ 
DT: J. Evans (Sr., 6-5, 270)" __N. Mandungu (So., 6-2, 270) _ 
DT: D. Merritt (Jr., 6-2, 270) __M. Munn (Jr., 6-2, 270) 
DE: K. Riley (So., 6-4, 245)* _ W. Woodard (Sr., 6-3, 240) 
LB: C. Gedwed (Sr. 6-2, 225) _J. Payne (Fr., 6-2, 220) 
LB: B. Perkins (Jr., 6-1, 250) _J. Simonton (So., 6-0, 230) 
LB: C. Bordano (Sr., 6-2, 235)* T. Taylor (Jr., 6-2, 210) 
CB: J. Rhinehart (Jr., 5-11, 185)* T. Hart (So., 6-0, 170) 
CB: D. Evans (Jr, 5-10, 180)* _D. Mitchell (Jr., 5-14, 185) 
SS: K.lmo (Jr, 5-11, 195)* _T. Gardner (So., 5-11, 190) 
FS: R. Brown (So., 6-2, 185) _C. Kollar (Jr., 6-2, 210) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: J. Schaffler (So., 5-10, 145) A. Wells (So., 6-3, 190) 
P: A. Scotti (Sr., 6-3, 200)* A. Wells (So., 6-3, 190) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

0: Donte Womack’s 887 yards were the most 
since Reggie Dupard had 1,278 in 1987. 

* Albert Johnson’s 20.3 average on receptions 
was the highest at SMU since 1984. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.smu.edu/~athletics 
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DONTE WOMACK-RB 


New coach Mike Cavan wants offensive 
balance with an |-formation as the basis, and 
he’s switching to a 4-3 defense. Forget that 25 
players return on offense and 24 on defense. 
Meeting two of the top three favorites in the 
Mountain Division at home (Brigham Young 
and Rice), the Mustangs have a_ built-in 
opportunity to be a pest in the race, if not 
directly affecting it. 

“Certainly, having everyone back is wel- 
coming,” said Cavan. “But we've got a lot of 
work to do. We'll be looking to be a threat to 
run the football on every down, but we've got 
to be tough enough to run the football.” 


OFFENSE: How to score? 
That's the question heading into 
the fall. Senior Ramon Flanigan 
was granted a sixth-year of eligi- 
bility, and he comes back to an 
offense that produced 22.4 points 
a game—its best scoring total in 
11 seasons. Flanigan has now 
passed for 4,000 yards and rushed 
for 1,000, averaging 191.7 yards a 
game in total offense. He has a 
9-15-2 record in 26 starts, and in games he 
didn’t start, SMU is 0-17-1. Yet, he’s still not a 
lock. Cavan isn’t ruling out redshirt freshman 
Chris Sanders, the 1995 Texas 5A offensive 
player of the year. 

Could Cavan really pull Flanigan out of 
the lineup? Anything is possible under a new 
regime. Flanigan can pass and get out on the 
open field and run. But it’s obviously not 
enough to satisfy Cavan, who needs more out 
of his new stable of backs, too. 

Senior Donte Womack returns, after gain- 
ing 887 yards last season. Despite Womack’s 
production, the Mustangs didn’t rush for 
more than 158 yards a game, showing their 
reliance and, at times, vulnerability to the 
pass. Sophomore Rodnick Phillips, Bryan 
Harmon, Roy Coats and Jeff Pennington will 
have to make themselves more of an option 


attack. 


*° Team must accept 
a more balanced 


Offensive and de- 


fensive lines must 
handle the pass 
rush on both ends. 
Secondary needs 
to make big plays. 


in order to help with Cavan’s attempt at strik- 
ing balance. 

Flanigan won't have a problem finding 
receivers. Seven of the top eight return, 
including Albert Johnson, the best big-play 
maker of the bunch. Despite being only 5-9, 
Johnson leaped up and grabbed 33 balls for 
671 yards. He had the speed in the open field 
and helped keep drives alive for the Mustangs. 


DEFENSE: Forget about being passive, 
Cavan wants an attack mode on defense. 

“It’s a lot different than the past because 
we won't be sitting back and waiting to read 
the situation,” said Cavan. 

Once again, SMU showed improvement 
last season. The defense held opponents to 
24.3 points a game, its best since 1985. Teams 
scored on 43 percent of their possessions. The 
heavy hitters return mostly at linebacker, 
where Chris Bordano anchors the unit. 

“T’ve been around good ones before, but 
none as good as Chris,” said Cavan. 

Bordano, a Butkus Award candidate last 
season and this year as well, has totaled 301 
tackles in his career and was an easy choice as 
All-Mountain Division last season. He has 
made at least 10 tackles in 16 of 23 career 
starts. Junior Blake Perkins will be expected to 
step up and produce alongside Bordano. 

The defensive line is thin, but tackle Jason 
Evans is quick enough to lead Cavan’s charge 
up front. He started 28 games and 
made 35 tackles last season, 
including two behind the line of 
scrimmage. 

The secondary was green last 
season, and Dewey Evans, Jacoby 
Rhinehart, Kenneth Imo and 
Raymon Brown will probably be 
the key members of the secondary 
that allowed more yards than even 
the mobile and active Flanigan 
was able to produce. The depth is 
in place with at least two players at each posi- 
tion—the most of any part of the defense. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Punter Anthony Scotti 
returns with an average which put him in the 
top 25 in the nation last season. The place- 
kicking game will be new, and the quick 
Rodnick Phillips is back as the primary 
returnee. Finding a kicker, though, is crucial 
toa team that will likely be in games late. 


RECRUITING: Cavan said he’ll be looking 
for newcomers to help out right away along 
both lines, at receiver, kicker and adding 
depth in the middle spots on both sides of the 
ball. Freshman Roy Rios, an incoming fresh- 
man placekicker, could have the most impact 
of any of them if he’s ready for the chore. 


By Andy Katz, The Fiesio Bee ; 
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TCU TCU 


Pat Sullivan talked boastfully about the sea- 
son, projecting a run to the top of the Mountain 
Division, a chance at a bowl bid and the 
Horned Frogs making a splash in their first sea- 
son in the Western Athletic Conference. 

He had no reason to believe TCU would 
win only three WAC games, two of which came 
against two of the league’s worst teams: UTEP 
and UNLV. And he couldn’t have thought 
TCU would be outscored by nearly a 3-1 ratio 
and totally dominated in at least three games— 
especially after putting together consecutive 
winning seasons for the first time since 1959. 

“Tt was frustrating,” Sullivan _ said. 
“Everything was flowing in a positive way. Then 
we had an awful lot of injuries. It's not an 
excuse. We're playing with young people, but 
we never got on a roll and never had continuity. 
This is a new year and we're excited about our 
football team.” 

They'll have to do more than just be giddy. 
TCU has to play at Mountain Division favorites 
Brigham Young and Rice, and hosts Utah at 
home in week two, when the Horned Frogs 
might not have meshed yet. 


OFFENSE: The Hormed Frogs must find more 
balance offensively. TCU leaned on the rush 
more than 2-1 last season, and Sullivan could be 
looking for a change at quarterback. 

Sophomore Jeff Dover is back; 
he started and threw for over 
1,400 yards last season. However, 
Sullivan is just as confident about 
senior Todd Stanford, sophomore 
Derek Canine and sophomore 
Kevin Colon. 

Whoever emerges from this 
group will likely have to lean on 
an untested receiver after Sullivan 
suspended Jason Tucker for disci- 
plinary reasons. Tucker has breakaway speed 
and averaged 17.7 yards a catch last season, with 
an average of 62.9 yards per game. With Tucker 
out of the equation, Tavarus Moore will be the 
primary deep threat; Patrick Batteaux will possi- 
bly replace Tucker. 

The team will look more to tight end Mike 
Brown and continue to use the running backs in 
short yardage. Sullivan has a host of options, led 
by Basil Mitchell, who finished 47 yards shy of 
1,000 last season. Fullback Lance Williams will 
be counted on in the middle, and converted 
defensive back Reggie Hunt has the speed to 
find the holes quick off the handoff. 

The offensive line may lack the experience 
to create holes. It’s young at left tackle, right 
guard and right tackle. 


DEFENSE: The other side of the ball has 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

«Find speed at 
receiver and a con- 
sistent rotation for 
one of the QBs. 


¢ Offensive line must 
protect the QB. 

The secondary must 
contain big-play 
receivers. 


JEFF DOVER-QB 


speed up front and at linebacker, but doesn’t 
have as much size. 

Matt Harper was moved from outside to the 
interior part of the line. Middle linebacker Scott 
Taft should be the director of this unit, with 
strong linebacker Chris Mortensen anchoring 
the unit with him. Kam Hunt up front and 
Chance McCarty have the quick first step to get 
across the line. Aaron Schobel and London 
Dunlap proved in spring football that they are 
able pass rushers. 

While the defense contained the run and 
was decent on the pass, that pass defense will 
be more tested this fall with a 
thin secondary, forcing the line- 
backers to take on even more 
responsibility. Corey Masters, 
Terrance Cook, Barry Browning 
and Andre Bruce will have to 
halt the big-play pass. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Placekicker 
Michael Reeder wasn’t as accurate 

sa junior as he was as a sopho- 
more. He missed only two field goals two years 
ago, but failed on nine last season. He’ still a 
lock on extra points, converting 42 of 42 in the 
last two seasons. Punter Royce Huffman returns, 
with Mitchell and Cook back returning kick- 
offs. The Horned Frogs will be looking for a new 
punt returner. 


RECRUITING: With the holes along the 
offensive line, TCU might look to Anthony 
Bielski, a transfer from Illinois Valley CC, and 
Russ Sanders, a transfer from Jones County 
(Miss.) CC, to add depth or even start if the 
opportunity arises. Rishard Stafford, TCU's 
fastest signee, could be an option to replace 
Tucker. The Lincoln High School receiver was 
clocked at 4.3 in the 40. 


By Andy Katz, The Fresno Bee 


TCU FACTS 


Coach: Pat Sullivan, 6th year, 23-32-1 

196 Record: 4-7 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Amon G. Carter Stadium (44,830; 
grass) 

Returning Starters: 14 (5 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Ryan Tucker, OL (1st-team All- 
WAC); Cedric Allen, CB (Hon. mention All-WAC); John 
Washington, WR 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Jeff Dover, So., 129-221-1,456 yards, 9 TDs, 
9 INTs 

Rushing: Basil Mitchell, Jr, 192 carries, 953 yards, 
5 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Mitchell, 40 

Receiving (Yards): Mitchell, 344 

Tackles: Scott Taft, Sr., 110 

Sacks: Matt Harper, Sr., 5.5 

Interceptions: Three tied with one 

Punting: Royce Huffman, So., 42.6 

Kicking: Michael Reeder, Sr., 11-20 FGs (long 57), 
22-22 PATS 


Scoring: Reeder, 55 points 

1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 atKansas at Oklahoma; W, 20-7 
9/14 UTAH KANSAS; L, 52-17 
9/20 at Vanderbilt at New Mexico; L, 27-7 
10/4 N. CAROLINA at Tulane; L, 35-7 
10/11 at UNLV UTEP; W, 18-0 

10/18 TULSA at Utah; L, 21-7 

10/25 at BYU BYU; L, 45-21 

11/1 NEW MEXICO UNLV; W, 42-34 

11/8 atRice at Tulsa; W, 31-24 
11/15 at UTEP RICE; L, 30-17 

11/21 SMU. at SMU; L, 27-24 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Jeff Dover Todd Stanford (Sr. 
RB: Basil Mitchell (Jr., 5-11, 192)* Charles Jones (Fr., 5-9, 1 
FB: Lance Williams (Jr., 6-1, 220) Lou Porch (Jr., 5-11, 223) 
WR: Tavarus Moore (Jr., 6-2, 178) T. Simmons 6-3, 190) 
WR: P.Batteaux (So., 6-0, 185) _ Tim Maiden (Fr, 6-2, 190) 


TE: Mike Brown (Sr., 6-4, Travis Wilson (Jr. ie 
LT: Jon Donahue (Jr. David Bobo (Fr., 6~ 

LG: Loeser (Sr. David Towson 27 
C: Mark Cortez. )*__ Thad Teaford (Jr. 


RG: J.P. McFarland (Jr, 6-4, 275) S. Ladewig (Fr, 6-4, 280) 


RT: Greg Davis (Jr., 6-4, 295)* Paul Harmon (So., 6-8, 292) 
DEFENSE 

DE: Matt hy "__ Kyle Williams 6-3, 

NT: M. Anderson (Jr, 6-1 Akili Johnson 6-1. 

DT: J.W. Wilson (So., 6-3, 250) _ Joe Briggs (So., 6-3, 260) _ 

DE: C. M *__Q. Lunford (Fr., 

LB: Kam Hunt (Jr, 6-3, 210) ___Jason Illian (Jr., 6-2, 220) 

LB: Jay Davern (Sr,, 6-1, 215)" _C. Mortensen (Jr, 6-1, 210) 

CB: C. Masters (Sr., 5-10, 183) __ Andre Bruce (Jr,, 5-10, 180) 

CB: T. Cook 5-14, 1 B. (Jr., 5-9, 1! 


SS: Reggie Hunt (So., 6-0, 200)*_R. Gary (So., 5-10, 190) _ 
FS: Chris Staten (Jr, 5-11, 172)" L. Bentley (So., 6-0, 195) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Michael Reeder * R. Huffman (So., 6-0, 
P: Royce Huffman (So., 6-0, 200)*M. Reeder (Sr., 6-0, 165) 
* Denotes returning starter 
MILESTONES 


* Basil Mitchell rushed for 215 yards against 
Tulsa last season. 

© Michael Reeder’s 57-yard field goal against 
UTEP was a school record. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.tcu.edu/ath 
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TULSA FACTS 


Coach: Dave Rader, 10th year, 42-58-1 

196 Record: 4-7 (2-6 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Skelly Stadium, Tulsa, Okla. (40,385; 
artificial) 

Returning Starters: 15 (7 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Brian Newnam, OG (1st-team All- 
WAC); Salifu Abudalai, DE (1st-team All-WAC); Jeremy 
Bunch, DB (2nd-team All-WAC); Muadianvita Kazadi, 
LB (2nd-team All-WAC); Troy DeGar, QB; Tony 

Fisher, TE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: John Fitzgerald, Jr., 69-143-953 yards, 1 TD, 
4 INTs 

Rushing: Reggie Williams, Jr., 152 carries, 759 yards, 
4TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Wes Caswell, Sr., 49, 5 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Caswell, 817 

Tackles: Levi Gillen, Sr., 102 

Sacks: Sean O’Boyle, Sr., 6 

Interceptions: Terrance Joseph, Sr., 4 

Punting: Kirk Myrick, Sr., 40.3 avg. 

Kicking: James Anderson, Sr., 20-28 FGs (long 53), 
23-24 PATs 


Scoring: Anderson, 83 points 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
8/28 at Cincinnati at SMU; L, 17-10 
9/13 atlowa at Oklahoma State; L, 30-9 
9/20 MISSOURI IOWA; W, 27-20 
10/4 RICE at Oklahoma; W, 31-24 
10/11 UTEP COLORADO ST,; W, 20-14 
10/18 at TCU BYU; L, 55-30 
& (10/25 atColoradost. Bune cae) 
11/1 UTAH NEW MEXICO; L, 34-23 
11/8 atBYU TCU; L, 31-24 
11/15 SMU at UTEP; W, 38-21 
11/22 at New Mexico at Rice; L, 42-14 


‘TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: J. Fitzgerald (Jr., 6-3, 220) 


RB: R. Williams (Jr., 5-10, 244)* 


a i, 5-8, 178)" Corey Brown (Fr., 6-1, 192) _ 
WR: D. Savage (So., 5-10, 195)" _L. Nixon (Jr, 5-11, 188) 


TE: Mark Lippe (Sr., 6-2, Jimmy Jett (So., 6-4, 278) _ 
LT: Michael Ruhl (Sr., 6-7, 298)" _ Matt ., 6-4, 280) 
LG: Brad Smith (Sr, 6-2, 282)" B. Weeks (So., 6-6, 316) 
C:Brian Pollan (Jr, 6-3, 272) Steve Schiller (Fr., 6-5, 283) 
RG: Ben Barber (Jr, 6-3, 263)__A. Ratica (So., 6-5, 285) 
RT: Jason Mills (Jr., 6-5, 288)" _S. Peterson (Fr,, 6-7, 310) 


DEFENSE 

DE: Josh Martin (So. 6-4,247 c. Hopkins ($0. 6-4, 251) 

im Martin (Jr., 6-4, 27. r., 6-3, 288) 
DT: Sean O’Boyle (Sr., 6-7, 261)" nak 
DE: Jody Sparks (Sr., 6-4, 236)" Chris Odom (Fr., 6-3, 235) _ 
LB: Donald Perry (Jt, 5-11, 207) Brian Self (Sc, 5-11, 200) — 
LB: Rich Young (Sr., 6-0, 236) __J. McClure (So., 6-2, 223) _ 
LB: A. LeCrone (So., 6-3, 214) __Ashon Farley (Fr., £0, 218) 
CB: M. Gordon (Jr, 5-11, 195)" Wade Clark 
CB: Todd Franz (So., 6-1, 194) SaMER LIRR 471) 


SS: T. Joseph (Sr., 6-2, 221)" __ Adonis Peli (Jr., 5-11, 202) 

FS: Levi Gillen (Sr., 5-10, 186)* A. Ladner (Jr., 5-11, 192) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: J. Anderson (Sr., 6-0, 185)*__D. Nordstrom (So., 6-0, 199) 

P: Kirk Myrick (Sr., 6-1, 199)* J. Fitzgerald (Jr., 6-3, 220) 

* Denotes returning starter 

MILESTONES 


* Dave Rader has now coached the most 
games in Tulsa history with 101. 

° Wes Caswell had a 99-yard TD reception 
against Oklahoma last season, the longest in 
Tulsa and WAC history. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.utulsa.edu/Athletics/GoldAthletics.html 
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REGGIE WILLIAMS-RB 


To beat Iowa and Oklahoma last season, 
Tulsa certainly had to employ the basics of scor- 
ing and playing some defense. To beat Brigham 
Young, Utah, New Mexico and, eventually, 
Rice, the Golden Hurricane learned that aver- 
aging 22 points a game and giving up 30 won't 
cut it in the WAC, not if Tulsa wants to move 
up the food chain from the bottom of the 
Mountain Division. 

“It’s apparent that you must score a lot of 
points in this league, and we allowed too many 
running backs to score and rack up too many 
yards,” Tulsa coach Dave Rader said. “We sim- 
ply must become better.” 

Here's the problem: While 
Tulsa gets two of the three 
Mountain Division favorites at 
home in Rice and Utah, the 
Hurricane must go to BYU and 
Colorado State—the best bets to 
reach the WAC championship 
game in December. 

“We're improved, but the jury 
is still out and we'll need more evi- 
dence in August,” Rader said. 


OFFENSE: The Hurricane will need to find 
more balance. Tulsa fell about forty yards shy of 
a necessary number of yards per game last sea- 
son. If the team can average 425 a game, it 
would move them into the top-30 in the nation 
but only crack the top-10 in the WAC. 

“And that shows you how much offense 
there is in this league,” Rader said. “You've got 
to move the ball and score.” 

Junior quarterback John Fitzgerald will be 
the full-time starter after taking the opening 
snap in eight games last season and completing 
48 percent of his passes for 953 yards. Possessing 
decent speed, Fitzgerald has above-average arm 
strength and needs to find receivers Wes 
Caswell and Damon Savage, a pair that aver- 
aged 16 and 17 yards on every catch last season. 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

* Raise the QB com- 
pletion percentage. 

* Stop the run, espe- 


cially against run- 
dominating teams. 
* Linebackers must 
contain pass recep- 
tions. 


Fitzgerald also needs to perfect the handoff 
to Tulsa’s obvious strength: its running game. 
Reggie Williams and Charlie Higgins were 
two of the three stable runners last season, 
along with the departed Solomon White. 
Williams carried the load of rushing attempts 
for over 700 yards, while Higgins led the run- 
ning backs with an average of 5.3 yards per 
carry as the third option. With three of the 
five starters returning on the offensive line, 
the holes should be wide enough again for the 
Hurricane to find their way to similar num- 


bers. 


DEFENSE: Something had to be done; the 
Hurricane ranked 107th nationally in rushing 
and 97th in total defense last season. Grabbing 
defensive coordinator Pat Henderson away from 
TCU was the first move, and the second was 
taking senior Sean O'Boyle and his 56 tackles 
and six quarterback sacks from linebacker to 
end. While O'Boyle gets adjusted, Rader and 
Henderson need part-time starters Tim Martin, 
Ryan Farley and John Lang to develop into reli- 
able penetrators off the line. 

In the middle of the defense, Rich Young 
will move from outside to middle linebacker 
while Brian Self comes in from the secondary to 
outside linebacker. 

In the secondary, Tulsa did a decent job of 
containing breakaway receivers. Terrance 
Joseph, who ranked second in the 
league in passes broken up with 11, 
and sixth in interceptions with 
four, had 47 tackles and can play 
either safety or cornerback. Safety 
Levi Gillen led the Hurricane in 
tackles last season with 102, while 
Marshall Gordon, a former receiv- 
er, makes it three quality secondary 
defenders. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Senior James Henderson 
returns after making 20 of 28 field goals last sea- 
son, including a 53-yarder against Utah. It was 
good enough to make Henderson the first-team 
All-Mountain Division selection. Punter Kirk 
Myrick averaged 40.3 yards a kick and is back 
for one more season. Setting up field position 
shouldn’t be a problem with Jason Jacoby (22 
returns for 513 yards), Higgins and Spencer 
Braggs all back. 


RECRUITING: Tulsa signed 20 players—all 
high school talent—in an attempt to build the 
program as it grows in the WAC. Linebackers 
Phillip Abode and Keith Carey, and defensive 
end Chris Bell and running back Harold Burgess 
have the best chance to contribute immediately. 


By Andy Katz, The Fresno Bee 


YSTNL4O ASSBLHNOO OLOHd 


PHOTO COURTESY OF TEXAS EL-PASO 


While the wins have been rare, Charlie 
Bailey has instilled in his team one aspect of the 
game that can be counted on: defense. The 
Miners will defend, finishing second in the WAC 
in total defense, | [th in scoring defense. 

Offense? Well, that hasn’t come too easily. 
Schedules in the past haven't been too kind, and 
this season is no exception. The bruising play the 
Miners must endure usually leaves them so 
banged up that they end up just hanging on the 
rest of the season, hoping to crack a win some- 
where. Last season, they didn’t find one in the 
WAC and they might not again. 

“We're looking for speed at wide receiver, 
offensive and defensive linemen, a game-breaking 
running back and a steady quarterback to solidify 
and stabilize this team,” Bailey said. “If we can get 
all that to come together, we've got a chance to 
do what we want to do, and that’s run the football 
and win some games.” 

He's asking for quite a lot in a short time. As 
the traditional powers return to the top of the 
WAC, the distance grows even greater for the 
Miners. 


OFFENSE: The offensive problems were glaring 
last season. For the Miners to have a chance, the 
backfield will have to carry this team. While nei- 
ther possesses the breakaway speed, the top three 
rushers return in Joseph Polk (559 yards), Elzie 
Johnson (508 yards) and Paul Smith (189 yards). 
Polk, a tailback, and Johnson, a fullback, are two 
of the five starters returning offen- 

sively. 
Certainly, there are quarter- 
backs in the program but none that 
have taken a Division I-A snap. 
Junior college transfer Craig 
Strickland of Butler (Kan.)County 
College, redshirt freshmen Rocky 
Perez and Jud Moller, and true 
freshman Wesley Phillips will all be 
jockeying for the role. Strickland 
would seem to have the edge 
because of the simple fact that he had the repeti- 
tions in junior college, although he’s not as famil- 
iar with the UTEP system. That might be a plus 
since there was a change at the top when Bailey 
hired Gary Nord to take over as offensive coordi- 
nator. 

While the Miners won't switch to a passing 
game, they will try and emphasize the pass to 
establish the run. Returning split ends Jimmy 
Carpenter and Raymond Murphy will be called 
on to help the starting quarterback. Adding one 
tight end and three JUCO wide receivers creates 
depth, and all will likely have to contribute. 

Dictating the run won't be an easy chore with 
a line that returns only two starters: left tackle 
Anwar White and Alan Gray. Picking up three 
JUCO linemen should help, including 6-foot-3, 
325-pound Edward Guzman. 


DEFENSE: Bailey had to make a change defen- 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Find a quarterback 
in the program.. 
somewhere, 
* Feel confident with 


a new offensive line. 
* Must improve ona 

minus-eight 

turnover margin. 


MICHAEL HICKS-CB 


sively as well, going with former Arizona 
Cardinals coach Ronnie Jones to head the defen- 
sive unit. The attack strategy will remain intact— 
the Miners’ jump from 115th to 39th in defense 
can be attributed to that philosophy. While All- 
WAC linebacker Michael Comer—fourth all- 
time in UTEP tackles with 437—and lineman 
Best Ihegborow are gone, enough players return 
to keep hope alive for this unit. 

Switching from a 4-3 alignment, the Miners 
return seven defensive starters, including all- 
WAC Mountain senior free safety David Terrell. 
He made 76 stops and came up with one inter- 
ception as a junior, bringing his career totals to 
288 tackles and five INTs. Terrell 
can get to the ball; he broke up a 
team-leading seven p: Junior 
comerback Michael Hi anchors 
the secondary with Terrell, picking 
off four INTs for 152 yards. 

The speed in the secondary is 
complemented in the middle by 
hard-hitting senior outside  line- 
backer Jason Young. Experience is 
also in place with defensive end 
Mike Deal, free safety Joe Riccillo and lineback- 
ers Dale Kirry and Terrance Blaine 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Jon Olsen handled both 
kicking and punting for the Miners last season, 
and his departure leaves the special teams wide 
open with no clear-cut kicker or punter coming 
out of the spring. The loss of kick and punt 
returner Cedric Johnson leaves a void in that 
department, too. 


RECRUITING: The Miners signed 18 players, 
11 of which were JUCO players who will need to 
help out immediately. In addition, tight end 
Kenneth Cooper, defensive back Rachaude 
Crawford, receiver Keonta Golson and line- 
backer Chris Wade might be called upon to help 
early in the season. 


By Andy Katz, The Fresno Bee 


UTEP FACTS 


Coach: Charlie Bailey, 4th year, 7-31-1; 19-51-3 overall 
’96 Record: 2-9 (0-8 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Sun Bowl, El Paso, Texas (52,000; 
artificial) 

Returning Starters: 12 (5 off., 7 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Cedric Johnson, WR; Keith Boyd, 
C; Jesus Renteria, RT; Nick Griego, LG 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Matt Hickl, Jr, 33-59-295 yards, 2 TDs, 
3 INTs 

Rushing: Joseph Polk, Jr, 154 carries, 569 yards, 
2TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Elzie Johnson, So., 22, 
Receiving (Yards): Jermaine Brown, Sr., 286 

Tackles: Joe Riccillo, Sr., 89 tackles 

Sacks: Derek Wright, Jr., 5 

Interceptions: Michael Hicks, Jr., 4 

Punting: None 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Polk, 20 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 atLSU at Arizona; L, 23-3 
9/13 NEW MEXICO NEW MEX. ST,; W, 14-7 
9/20 at Utah at San Jose St; L, 26-25 
9/27 NEW MEX. ST. at No. Illinois; W, 37-6 
10/4 at Clemson UTAH; L, 34-27 

10/11 at Tulsa at TCU; L, 18-0 

10/18 SAN JOSE ST, RICE; L, 48-21 

11/1 BYU at BYU; L, 40-18 

11/8 at SMU SMU; L, 30-0 

11/15 TCU TULSA; L, 38-21 


11/22 at Rice at New Mexico; L, 44-17 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: C. Strickland (Jr., 6-1, 200) _ Rocky Perez (Fr., 6-0, 185)_ 
RB: Joseph Polk (Jr., 5-10, 190)* R. McDaniel (Jr., 6-0, 225) _ 
FB: Paul Smith (So., 6-0, 210) _E. Johnson (So., 6-1, 205)*_ 
WR: J. Carpenter (Jr., 6-0, 178)" Allen Ray (Fr., 6-2, 185) 
WR: Ray Murphy (Jr., 5-10, 175) Chris Taylor (Fr,, 5-11, 170)_ 
TE: Brian Natkin (Fr., 6-3, 225) _C. Johnson (So., 6-3, 215) 


LT: Anwar White (Sr., 6-6, 272)" Brent Hunt (So., 6-4, 280) 
LG: B. Cumbie (Jr., 6-2, 290) S. Seczpanick (Fr., 6-5, 280) 


C: Carey Clayton (Fr., 6-4, 250) Mike Pry (So., 6-3, 295) 
RG: Brad Davis (Sr., 6-2, 285)" _R. Carter (So., 6-5, 310) 
RT: Alan Gray (Jr., 6-4, 270) Jeff Seeton (So., 6-3, 280) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Mike Deal (So., 6-5, 300)*__ Brian Young (So., 6-3, 255) _ 
NT: George Banks (Sr., 6-2, 295) T. Wallace (Sr., 5-11, 285) 
DE: M. Holloway (So., 6-2, 245) Leif Larsen (So., 6-5, 275) _ 
230) _T. Blaine (Sr., 6-1, 215)" 
LB: B. Henderson (Sr., 6-0, 244) Eric Wells (So., 5-11, 245) 
LB: Dale Kirry (Jr., 6-0, 229)" __M. Kennedy (Sr., 6-0, 235) _ 
LB: Jason Young (Sr., 6-2, 225)*_D. Wright (So., 6-3, 208) __ 
CB: David Terrell (Sr., 6-2, 172)*_D. Ellison (Jr., 5-10, 160) 
CB: Michael Hicks (Jr., 6-3, 203)*D. Cotchery (ur., 5-9, 161) 
SS: K. Miagututia (Sr., 6-0, 200) _J. Sanchez (So., 5-9, 175) 
FS: Joe Riccillo (Sr., 6-0, 199)" Rick Molina (Fr., 6-1, 160) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Ricky Bishop (Fr., 5-10, 185) _B. Henderson (Sr., 6-0, 244) 
P: B. Henderson (Sr., 6-0, 244) _R. Bishop (Fr., 5-10, 185) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* The Miners have only one conference win in 
the past two seasons. 

© Despite a poor record, the Miners’ defense 
went from 115th in 1995 to 39th in 1996. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.utep.edu/paydirt 
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WYOMING FACTS 


Coach: Dana Dimel, 1st year 

*96 Record: 10-2 (7-1 conf.) 

Home Stadium: War Memorial Stadium, Laramie, 
Wyo. (33,500; grass) 

Returning Starters: 11 (3 off., 6 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Marcus Harris, WR (WAC Pacific 
Division Offensive Co-Player of Year); Josh Wallwork, 
QB (1st-team All-WAC, led nation in total offense); 
Steve Scifres, OT (1st-team All-WAC); Lee Vaughn, CB 
(1st-team All-WAC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Jeremy Silcox, Sr., 12-27-207 yards, 2 TDs, 
2 INTs 

Rushing: Marques Brigham, Jr, 129 carries, 539 
yards, 8 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Wendell Montgomery, So., 25, 
17D 

Receiving (Yards): Montgomery, 456 

Tackles: Jim Talich, Sr., 138 

Sacks: Jeff Leonard, Sr., 8 

Interceptions: Brian Lee, Sr, 8 

Punting: Aron Langley, Jr., 45.7 avg. 

Kicking: Cory Wedel, Sr., 20-27 FGs (long 51), 
48-48 PATs 

Scoring: Wedel, 108 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/28 vs. Ohio State IDAHO; W, 40-38 

9/6 IOWASTATE at lowa State; W, 41-38 

9/13 at Hawaii HAWAII; W, 66-0 

9/20 SAN JOSE ST. AIR FORCE; W, 22-19 

9/27 ‘at Colorado UNLV; W, 33-21 

10/4 MONTANA at San Jose St.; W, 45-22 

10/11 at Nevada WEST’RN MICH.; W, 42-28 

nlAl:iete)Ko):7Nele=ya) | FRESNO STATE; W, 42-21 

10/25 at SMU SMU; W, 59-17 

11/1 SAN DIEGO ST. at San Diego St.; L, 28-24 

11/8 UNLV at Colorado St.; W, 25-24 

11/15 at Air Force vs. BYU; L, 28-25 

11/22 at Fresno State * WAC Championship 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 

OFFENSE 


QB: Jeremy Silcox (Sr., 6-2, 217) John Davis (Sr., 6-2, 219) 
RB: M. Brigham (Jr., 5-11, 199)* Tim Beasley (So., 5-11, 196) 
FB:Mike Patalo (Sr., 5-10, 230) __D. McComb (Sr., 6-1, 216) _ 
WR.W. M'tgomery (So., 6-2, 203) Kofi Shuck (Sr., 6-2, 201) 
WR: M. Brunson (So., 6-1, 181) _A. Jones (So., 5-7, 165) 

TE: Julian Hooker (Jr., 6-4, 236) Kirby Drube (Jr., 6-6, 260) 
LT: Nate Selk (So., 6-6, 295) C. Cichosz (So., 6-4, 290) 
LG: D. Hamilton (Sr., 6-3, 280) __ Terry Staggs (Jr., 6-3, 298) _ 
C: Jay Korth (Sr., 6-4, 290)* J. Wilhelm (So., 6-5, 277) 
RG: Jeff Smith (Jr., 6-4, 281) Dan Delcorio (So., 6-4, 288) 
RT: Shane Glasser (Sr., 6-7, 292)*Trifon Demos (So., 6-5, 299) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Jay Wojkiewicz (Jr., 6-4, 226) Jere! Haynes (So., 6-1, 228) 
DT: Stuart Hanson (Sr., 6-3, 265) B. VanEm'rik (So., 6-4, 243) 
DT: Mike Graham (Sr., 6-3, 267) Gerald Pyle (Fr., 6-2, 268) _ 
DE: Jeff Leonard (Sr., 6-3, 275) J. Dreessen (So., 6-4, 265) _ 
LB: M. Christensen (Sr., 6-2, 225) Brian Brown (Jr., 5-11, 218) 
LB: Jim Talich (Sr., 6-2, 235)" __Arlen Smith (Fr., 6-0, 218) 


LB: J. Amundson (Jr., 6-1, 230) Pat Hirsch (Fr., 6-3, 206) 

CB: J.Jackson (Sr., 5-8, 181)" __A. Boston (Fr., 5-9, 157) 

CB: R. Duncan (So., 5-9, 188)" _J.P. Williams (Jr., 5-9, 173)_ 

SS: T. Gamble (So., 5-10, 193)__D. Browning (Jr., 6-0, 194) _ 

FS: Brian Lee (Sr., 6-2, 200)* G. Van Leer (Sr., 5-11, 186) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K: Cory Wedel (Sr., 5-9, 190)" _C. Stanton (Jr., 6-1, 202) 
P: Aaron Langley (Jr., 6-0, 182)" T. Waring (Fr., 6-1, 160) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

e At 34, Dimel is the youngest head coach in 
Division I-A. 

¢ All-America placekicker Cory Wedel has made 
90 consecutive extra points 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.wyo.edu/OM/ATH/INTERCOL/Index.htm 
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4 Wyoming 


His pedigree says he has mastered the Big 
12’s tradition of up-the-gut football, but new 
coach Dana Dimel knew from the moment he 
arrived in Laramie that he would have to 
change his style. 

“There’s something in the air here thar 
makes you want to throw the ball,” said Dimel. 
“We will still be very pass-oriented. That’s what 
you have to do in this conference.” 

But Dimel has one problem: The Cowboys’ 
passing attack—the best in the nation last 
son—lost most of its weapons to graduation. 
Quarterback Josh Wallwork, No. 1 in the coun- 
try in total offense, and All- 
America wideout Marcus Harris, 
the nation’s leading receiver, 
played their final game for the 
Cowboys on the day Dimel was 
hired in December. 

“Guys like that are valuable for 
being so dependable when you 
have to have a big play,” said 
Dimel. “We'll have to find out 
who can do that for us now.” 

Dimel inherits a defense that is largely intact 
from the one that held opponents to just 23.7 
points en route to a 10-2 season, the first-ever 
Pacific Division championship and a final 
national ranking of 22nd. 

But he concedes that repeating such historic 
success in 1997 is unlikely, thanks to a schedule 
loaded with bowl teams. Dimel will make his 
head-coaching debut against Rose Bowl champ 
Ohio State, then face Colorado and Nevada, 
winners of the Holiday and Las Vegas bowls, a 
month later. All are on the road. Yikes. 


combination. 
* Survive non-conference 
schedule with dignity, 
morale and health 
intact. 


OFFENSE: Dimel plans to convert Wyoming's 
one-back offense to a more conventional two- 
back attack—a good idea since running back is 
one position with both depth and experience. 
Junior Marques Brigham carried the ball only 10 
times a game in 1996, but still picked up 539 


* Adapt quickly to new 
coach's system. 

* Find and develop a 
quarterback-receiver 


yards and scored eight touchdowns. Fullback 
Mike Patolo, a 5-10, 230-pound senior, has so 
impressed Dimel with his physical running style, 
the coach has toyed with letting him return 
kickoffs, too. 
Three quarterbacks, neither of whom has a 
lick of experience, will vie for the starter’s role. 
“We'll go with the hot hand, whoever is 
playing and practicing well,” said Dimel of 
seniors Jeremy Silcox and John Davis, and red- 
shirt freshman Jay Stoner. “If they're still equal, 
we'll go week to week, even during the season. 
It’s a good way to keep them focused.” 
Senior Shane Glasser will anchor a line 
uation of All-WAC tackle 
Steve Scifres. Previously a guard, Glasser will 
move to Scifres’ right tackle spot. 
Six receivers, led by sophomore speedster 
Wendell Montgomery, will get playing time. “In 
time it’s going to be a dangerous group,” said 
Dimel. 


weakened by the grad 


DEFENSE: “The only way to play defense in 
this league is to have a lot of team speed,” said 
Dimel. “You can’t have too much. 

He will experiment with moving players to 
positions where their quickness can be utilized. 
Safeties may become linebackers, for instance, 
and linebackers moved to defensive end. 

But he won't experiment with senior middle 
linebacker Jim Talich, who has led the Cowboys 
in tackles every season since he 
stepped on campus. 

The secondary has speed. 
Comerback Robbie Duncan, a 23- 
year-old sophomore (he missed two 
seasons while playing baseball in 
the Atlanta Braves’ organization), 
and Je’Nay Jackson each timed at 
4.4 or faster in the 40. Safety Brian 
Lee, second in the nation in inter- 
ceptions with eight last year, 


returns. 

Senior defensive ends Jeff Leonard and 
Stuart Hansen are a good starting point for the 
line, but Dimel must develop tackles to man the 
interior. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Cory Wedel is the WAC's 
most reliable kicker, and Aron Langley aver- 
aged 45.7 yards per punt as a sophomore. 
Together they form the conference's best kick- 
ing tandem. Kick returning, however, is a 
Cowboy weakness. 


RECRUITING: Dimel used his Big 12 connec- 
tions to sign 10 Texans for Wyoming. Among 
the haul was 6-4, 205-pound quarterback Tim 
Glynn from Richardson, Texas. 


By Phil Miller, The Salt Lake City Tribune 
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‘xv BYU 


The debate has already begun: Who will be 
the next BYU quarterback? 

With a tradition that includes NFL luminar- 
ies like Steve Young, Jim McMahon and Ty 
Detmer, the line of succession is normally as 
apparent and well-defined as a monarchy’s. But 
BYU's 12th consecutive victory—the nation’s 
longest string—was also Steve 
Sarkisian’s final game at the Cougar helm. His 
reign included more than 7,500 passing yards 
and 55 touchdowns in just two seasons. 

Yet the great quarterback question obscured 
one telling truth about the Cougars, the first 
Division I-A team to win 14 games in one sea- 
son: “This is probably the best defense we've 
ever had at BYU,” coach LaVell Edwards said. 

It’s also a big reason the Cougars are favored 
to win their 19th WAC championship in 1997. 
And BYU could reignite the Bowl Alliance 
debate they started a year ago: Should the WAC 
be invited? But first, the Cougars need to ensure 
that their winning streak survives a September 
schedule which includes Washington and 
Arizona State. “We'll know how good we are 
right away,” Edwards said. 


current 


OFFENSE: Paul Shoemaker, Kevin Feterik 
and Riley Jensen are all about 6-feet tall and 195 
pounds, familiar with BYU's offense, and essen- 
tially inexperienced in Division I-A. None pos- 
sesses a tremendous arm, but all have the smarts 
for the job. 

Edwards and his coaches say 
there is no urgency to choose a 
quarterback, and the decision 
could wait until September. BYU's 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Identify and develop 
a starting QB. 


* Reduce league- 


3 
ai 


BRAD MARTIN-LB 


Kaipo McGuire. 


DEFENSE: Brigham Young allowed fewer 
total points than 14 of the other 15 teams. With 
only four defensive mainstays departing, the 
Cougars figure they can improve even on that 
impressive resumé. 

The most difficult graduate to replace is 
Shay Muirbrook, the two-time All-WAC mid- 
dle linebacker. But one-time fullback Rob 
Morris, a 6-3, 245 sophomore just back from a 
Mormon Church mission, had a great spring. 

It also doesn’t hurt that Brad Martin, who 
had six sacks, returns at outside 
linebacker. 

The speed of Eddie Sampson 
and especially Tim McTyer will be 
missed in the secondary, but 


BYU FACTS 


Coach: LaVell Edwards, 26th year, 228-81-3 

’96 Record: 14-1 (8-0 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Cougar Stadium, Provo, Utah 
(65,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 15 (6 off., 9 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Steve Sarkisian, QB (WAC 
Mountain Division Offensive Player of the Year); Shay 
Muirbrook, LB (WAC Mountain Division Defensive 
Player of the Year); Larry Moore, C (1st-team All-WAC); 
Chad Lewis, TE (1st-team All-WAC); Itula Mili, TE (1st- 
team All-WAC); James Dye, KR (1st-team All-WAC); 
Henry Bloomfield, DT (1st-team All-WAC) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Paul Shoemaker, Jr., 7-10-73 yards, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Brian McKenzie, Sr., 167 carries, 950 yards, 
11 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Dustin Johnson, Sr., 30, 3 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Johnson, 464 

Tackles: Chris Ellison, Sr., 93 

Sacks: Brad Martin, Jr., 6 

Interceptions: Omarr Morgan, Sr., 4 

Punting: None 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Ronney Jenkins, So., 84 points 


1996 RESULTS 


TEXAS A&M; W, 41-37 
ARKANSAS ST,; W, 58-9 
at Washington; L, 29-17 
NEW MEXICO; W, 17-14 
SMU; W, 31-3 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/6 WASHINGTON 
9/20 at Arizona St. 
9/27 atSMU 

10/3 UTAH STATE 
10/11 at Rice 


10/18 HAWAII at Utah State; W, 45-17 

10/25 TCU UNLV; W, 63-28 

11/1 atUTEP at Tulsa; W, 55-30 

11/8 TULSA at TCU; W, 45-21 

11/15 at New Mexico UTEP; W, 40-18 

11/22 UTAH RICE; W, 49-0 
at Hawaii; W, 45-14 
at Utah; W, 37-17 
vs. Wyoming; W, 28-25" 
vs. K. State; W, 19-15# 
* WAC Championship 
# Cotton Bowl 

TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 


B: P. Shoemaker (Jr., 6-0, 195 Riley Jensen (Jr., 6-0, a 
1, 2 


RB: D. Johnson (Sr., 6-3, 230)" 


Kalani Fifita (So.. 


running game could make the 
selection a lot less crucial since the 
Cougars averaged 182 rushing 
yards a game in ’96 and have four 


worst 1,000 yards in 


penalties. 

* Continue secondary’s 
improvement in 
speed and coverage. 


Morgan has developed into a reli- 
able cover man. Strong. safety 
Chris Ellison is steady, and a good 
open-field tackler. 


FB: B. McKenzie (Sr., 5-10, 205)" R. Jenkins (So., 5-10, nae 
WR: Ben Cahoon (Sr., 5-9, 180) Ben Horton (So., 5-11, 175) 
WR: A. Broderick (Jr., 5-9, 165) _M. Hooks (Fr. 5-11, 190) 
TE: John Moala (So., 6-7, 300) __N. Foreman (So., 6-4, 225) _ 
LT: John Tait (So., 6-7, 290)" B. Archibald _(Fr., 6-4, 305) _ 
LG: J. Andersen (Sr., 6-6, 290)" _ Jim Richards (Fr., 6-4, 300)_ 


backs who could receive substan- 
tial playing time. Ronney Jenkins, 
the WAC’s Freshman of the Year, and senior 
Brian McKenzie scored 11 rushing touchdowns 
apiece. 

They will run behind a line consisting of 
four returning starters who average 6-foot-6 and 
305 pounds, and Joe Wong, a similarly-sized 
transfer from Hawaii. 

One problem spot: After two seasons of bril- 
liant play from a pair of All-WAC tight ends, 
Itula Mili and Chad Lewis, the Cougars have no 
experienced replacement. John Moala, a sopho- 
more, ballooned to more than 300 pounds. 
Edwards is looking at Brandon Condie and con- 
verted linebacker Nate Foreman, but neither is 
as athletic as the Cougars would like. 

BYU receivers tend to become interchange- 
able, so this year’s corps, headed by Ben 
Cahoon, R.J. Anderson and Aaron Roderick, is 
expected to step right in for K.O. Kealaluhi and 


The defensive line, led by 
senior tackle Harland Au You, has 
experience, but must pressure opposing quarter- 
backs more. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Spoiled by two seasons 
most dangerous 


C: Curt Cannon (Jr., 6-5, 270) 


M. Johnson (Jr., 6-4, 320) 


RG: Matt Cox (Sr., 6-6, 310)* 


G. Hoagland (Sr. 6-4, 310)_ 


RT: E. Bateman (Jr., 6-8, 315)" 


H. Wong (Jr., 6-6, 315) 


DEFENSE 


DE: Ed Kehl (Jr., 6-5, 280)* 


Andrew Nash (So., 6-5, 245) 


DT: Daren Yancey (Jr., 6-6, 275)" | 


*_Issiah Magalei (Jr., 6-2, 285) 


DT:H. Ah You (Sr., 6-2, 280)" 


Hance Olsen (Fr., 6-4, 266) _ 


DE: Byron Frisch (So., 6-5, 265)" Carlos Nuno (So., 6-4, 245) _ 


LB: Spencer Reid (Sr., 6-1, 260)"_ Donny Atuaia (So., 6-0, 230) 


LB: Rob Morris (So., 6-3, 245) 


Jeff Ellis (Jr., 6-1, 220) 


punt returner in college football—now the 
Cougars will ask Jenkins and Cahoon to step in. 
Owen Pochman, brother of former kicker Ethan 
Pochman, will handle placekicking. J.D. 
Hartsfield is the new punter. 


RECRUITING: Brandon Stephens, a Parade 
All-America from Logan, Utah, may be asked 
to step right in at tight end. BYU also loaded up 
on receivers and linebackers, but most of the 
recruits will likely serve Mormon missions 
before contributing. 


By Phil Miller, The Salt Lake City Tribune 


LB: Brad Martin (Jr., 6-1, 240)" 


D. Lomax (So., 6-1, 215) 


GB: O. Morgan (Sr., 5-10, 160)" 


Jason Straw (Sr., 6-0, 180) _ 


CB: Ben Cook (Sr., 6-1, 185) 


D. Dorsey (Fr., 5-11, 165) 


SS: Chris Ellison (Sr, 5-10, 185)*_Derick Bates (Jr., 5-10, 190) 
FS: Jason Walker (Jr., 6-2, 200)* Tyler Nelson (So., 6-3, 210) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Owen Pochman (Fr., 6-0, 155) J.D.Hartsf'ld (Jr., 5-10, 170) 
P: J.D. Hartsfield (Jr., 5-10, 170) J, Sowards (So., 5-10, 195) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

e BYU's streak of 270 consecutive games 
without being shut out is the longest in col- 
lege football. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.byu.edu/~byusport 
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FRESNO ST. FACTS 


Coach: Pat Hill, 1st season 

"96 Record: 4-7 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Bulldog Stadium, Fresno, Calif. 
(41,031; grass) 

Returning Starters: 15 (8 off., 5 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Brian Roberson, WR; Jim 
Arellanes, QB; Bryan Robinson, DT 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: None 

Rushing: Michael Pittman, Sr, 214 carries, 1,132 
yards, 13 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Greg Minnatee, Sr., 11,1 TD. 
Receiving (Yards): Minnatee, 529 

Tackles: A.J. Gass, Sr., 150 tackles 

Sacks: Gass, 3.5 

Interceptions: Cory Hall, Jr, 2 

Punting: Jeff Roberts, Jr, 44.7 avg. 

Kicking: Johan Lyssand, Sr, 3-5 FGs (long 39), 
12-13 PATs 

Scoring: Pittman, 78 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/31 PORTLAND ST. OREGON; L, 30-27 (OT) 
9/6 BAYLOR at Auburn; L, 62-0 

9/13 at Okla. St. at Utah; L, 45-17 


9/20 
10/4 


at Oregon 
UTAH 
at Hawaii 


HAWAII; W, 20-0 

SAN JOSE ST,; W, 28-18 
at Wyoming; L, 42-21 

at UNLV; W, 34-23 

BOISE STATE; W, 41-7 
COLORADO ST,; L, 42-20 
AIR FORCE; L, 44-38 

at San Diego St.; L, 31-21 


10/11 
10/18 at Air Force 
10/25 UNLV 

11/1 at San Jose St. 


11/8 at Colorado St. 
11/15 SAN DIEGO ST, 
11/22 WYOMING 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 


Bill Volek (So. 6. _ Robb Wetta (Jr, 6-4, a 


1psoni eae 238) 
| (So., 6-4, 271) 
285) 


RG: Aaron Mars (Sr, 6-2, 270) Chris Lee (Sr, 
RT: Jeremiah Ross (Jr., 6-4, 320)" Josh Kobdish (Jr, 6-6, 260) 


DEFENSE 

DE: S. Jackson (So., 6-1, 240)" _ Ryan Holmes (Sr., 6-2, 235)_ 
DT: Jerry | Lemon | (Jr. _J.D. Martin in (Sr, 6-3, 247) 
DT: Andrew Jones (Sr., 6-0, 280)* R. Harding (Fr., 6-3, 260) 
DE: Kevin Jordan (Fr., 6-4, 2 253) _M. Perry (Sr., 6-1, 230)_ 

LB: G. Chiaramonte (Fr., 6-0, 235) 6-2, 229) 

LB: Allan Nicholas (Sr., 6-1, 223) Kevin Adams (Jr., 6-1, 214) _ 
LB: A.J. Gass (Sr., 6-2, 185)" __Tyrell Grayson (Fr, 6-1, 211) 
CB: Sam Wilson (Jr, 5-11, 175) P. Williams (So., 5-8, 165) 
CB: M. Jackson (Sr., 5-8, 177)" _ Doe Moye (Jr., 5-7, eS) 
‘SS: Antonio Pratt rae 180) Joe Barnes 
FS: Cory Hall (Jr, 6-0, 197)" B. Finley (Sr, 5-9, Ao 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Johan Lyssand (Sr., 5-7, 163)" Jeff Roberts (Jr, 6-4, 215)_ 
: Jeff Roberts (Jr., 6-4, 215)" J, Lyssand (St., 5-7, 163) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

¢ Michael Pittman is 573 yards out of second 
place on the school’s all-time rushing list after 
amassing 1,960 in three years. 

¢ Punter Jeff Roberts is second on the 
Bulldogs’ all-time list with 41.6 yards a kick. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
http://arakis.ucdavis.edu/~violator/sports 
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‘Fresno 


MICHAEL PITTMAN-RB 


Taking over for a legend in Jim Sweeney, 
Pat Hill has coveted this job since he left 
Fresno in 1989. Claiming it was the only head 
coaching job he has ever wanted, Hill has 
committed himself to a complete overhaul of 
the Bulldogs’ program. After three straight 
losing seasons and 19 overall at the school, 
Sweeney stepped down with 200 wins and a 
chance to end his career gracefully. 

While the Bulldogs were still producing 
individual talent, the dominance the team 
had held at Bulldog Stadium had slipped, 
consistency was nonexistent, turnovers were 
occurring too often and stopping a big play 
was almost comical. 

Hill's plan is to emphasize the 
recruiting base within Central 
California and forge a commit- 
ment with the players, concen- 
trating on a regimented condi- 
tioning program and vowing to 


avi fe. te Neches receiver. 

have on the team only those BS BeaWaen 

who are willing to face the strug- 

gle. last season. 
The Bulldogs have given 

themselves a chance, opening 

the on with Portland State and Baylor, 


but then playing four of their next five on the 
road. 

“We'll find out early enough if we can 
handle adversity,” Hill said. “We’re going to 
win and we will this year. 


OFFENSE: The Bulldogs have always based 
their offensive set on passing the football, 
along with a traditionally strong running 
game. Hill intends on maintaining that tradi- 
tion, but only if he has the players. 

For the Bulldogs to have a chance, they'll 
have to lean on running back Michael 
Pittman, hoping that the senior carries them 
downfield. The quarterback position is an 
unknown, with untested Robb Wetta and Bill 
Volek wrestling for the position. Neither has 
taken a snap in Division I-A football. 

The receiving corps is in total disarray, 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 

* The starting QB 
must emerge as a 
potent player. 

*Anewcomer must 


become a reliable 


margin ranked 110th 


State 


with the eligibility of the top two returnees— 
Greg Minnatee and Randi Bishop—in ques- 
tion. The hope is that someone from the 
incoming class will step up and be reliable, 
however, no one did so during spring practice. 

The offense will have to diversify with 
fullback Jaime Kimbrough, a competent 
catching back who is used more often, as well 
as tight end Warren Fortier, who has a solid 
pair of hands in the short distance. 

Believe it or not, the strength lies at the 
offensive line, where only the center position 
is open. 

“Tc’ll make us or break us offensively,” said 
Hill of the line, a position he coached with 
the Baltimore Ravens last season. “We need 
the protection to develop the running game, 
need to use the play-action pass and have to 
have the line to free up our overall passing 
game.” 


DEFENSE: Losing three starters up front 
doesn’t bode well for a defense that didn’t just 
bend but broke too often last season. Gone as 
well is the heart of the defense in defensive 
back Omar Stoutmire, who led the nation in 
tackles two years ago. 

For the defense to give the Bulldogs hope, 
the linebackers will have to carry the unit. 
Returning for his senior season, A.J. Gass has 
the lateral quickness to catch a runner, can 
close the middle on the pass and swarm when 
needed on short yardage. The 
Bulldogs’ depth—with Bobby 
Brooks and Allan Nicholas— 
makes the middle-of-the field 
squad the strength of the defense. 

Sophomore Seandale Jackson, 
who had a shoulder injury during 
spring practice, will wait for new- 
comers to come to his aid up 
front. The secondary will be rely- 
ing on cornerback Marlyn 
Jackson and safety Cory Hall, 
both decent coverage men who should be 
able to make the stop downfield. 


urnover 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Returning Jeff Roberts 
made a jump from relative unknown to 12th 
in the nation in punting last season—mean- 
ing the Bulldogs can count on decent defen- 
sive field position. Senior Johan Lyssand, who 
lost his starting job last season, returns to give 
the Bulldogs some continuity in terms of a 
familiar face. But he still lacks consistency 
after making just eight of his last 15 field goals 
during the past two seasons. 


RECRUITING: The Bulldogs signed three 
junior college and 23 high school players. 
Expect receivers Tierra Sams and Atnaf 
Harris to make an immediate impact. 


By Andy Katz, The Fresno Bee 


O1owinns 's BALLS: 


PHOTO COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 


‘A Hawaii 


The situation couldn’t have been much 
worse. The Hawaii program was down— 
way down. They’d lost a frustrating 10 
games last season. Coach Fred vonAppen 
could only hope that things would. start 
looking up soon. 

Then the unimaginable happened. 

VonAppen was on a hiking trip last 
spring with his family and a_ player, 
Shannon Smith. Suddenly, vonAppen’s 
young son slipped into a whirling pool of 
water. Smith courageously dove into the 
water after him and managed to save the 
boy. However, Smith couldn’t save himself. 
He drowned. 

This dreadful accident made everything 
else surrounding the Hawaii program seem 
insignificant—as well it should. But 
vonAppen and his players are now prepared 
to launch into a season which they are sure 
holds the promise of better times. 

To start with, vonAppen has used the 
junior colleges to lift his talent base. And 
with Stanford transfer Tim Carey conduct- 
ing his pro-set offense, vonAppen and the 
Rainbows should avoid facing another sea- 
son of futility. 

“We're faster, we’re quicker and we're 
more experienced than we were a year ago,” 
vonAppen said. 


OFFENSE: Everything starts with Carey. 
With one season of eligibility, 
he is expected to be the stopgap 
which will give the program's 
offense some momentum. 

Carey was considered the 
West's No. 1 high school quar- 
terback prospect four years ago, 
but he never had much of a 
chance to prove it as a Cardinal. 

A JUCO transfer, Dan 
Robinson could get a chance to 
compete for snaps. Already, 
vonAppen has scrapped his West Coast 
offense for the pro-set, which he thinks fits 
his personnel better. 

“The trigger man in a pro-style offense is 
so critical in having the ability to get the 
ball down the field and make some plays,” 
vonAppen said. “We think we've improved 
ourselves dramatically there.” 

The offense will develop around the 
running game. Another Stanford transfer, 
Quincy Jacobs, and JUCO Anthony DiLifo 
are unproven but arrive with credentials. 
Freshman Avion Weaver could have an 
impact too. Hawaii may have a sleeper 
recruit in Wesley Morris, a JUCO pass 
catcher with terrific speed and hands. 


DEFENSE: Sometimes, Eddie Klaneski 
seems to be everywhere on defense. He was 
the Rainbow’s leader in tackles (114), pass 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 

© Tim Carey needs to 
establish himself as 
a legitimate QB. 


* Athleticism must 
turn into football 
prowess. 

* Defenses has to 
improve. 


EDDIE KLANESKI-FS 


deflections (7), interceptions (5) and 
forced fumbles (5). And, oh yes, he was 
Hawaii's top punt and kick returner a sea- 
son ago. All this after spending two years 
splitting time between quarterback and 
halfback. “By far, our best football player,” 
vonAppen said. 

The line is suspect, but the linebacking 
should be OK. Stephen Gonzales and Doug 
Rosevold are returnees at inside linebacker, 
and transfer Rinda Brooks could 
prospect at outside linebacker. 

“We have more linebacker types, so we 
want to feature them in a 3-4 base scheme,” 
vonAppen said. “But we'll still 
be playing a lot of situation 
defense. It won't be that differ- 
ent except that our initial align- 
ment configuation will be odd, 
rather than even.” 

Ben Bright, considered one 
of the WAC's best lineman, 
returns but doesn’t have much 
help alongside him on the 
defensive line. 


be a 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Kicking has to be an 
area of concern for Hawaii. The punting 
and placekicking will be shared between 
Eric Hannum and Chad Shrout. Klaneski is 
fearless returning kicks and punts. He is one 
of the WAC's best. 


RECRUITING: VonAppen is working with 
just a three-year contract, so his recruiting of 
JUCO players makes perfect sense: He has to 
win fast. He scoured the California JC’s and 
found terrific athleticism and speed. The line- 
backer Brooks and the receiver Morris could 
be two of the WAC's brightest young players, 
but Hawaii will need contributions every- 
where for the class to be considered a success. 
The program is that desperate for talent. 


By Adrian Wojnarowski, The Fresno Bee 


HAWAII FACTS 


Coach: Fred vonAppen, 2nd year, 2-10 

+96 Record: 2-10 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Aloha Stadium, Honolulu, Hawaii 
(60,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 15 (4 off., 10 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Dillan Micus, WR; Glenn Freitas, 
QB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Hunter Young, So., 1-2-3 yards 

Rushing: Russell Grant, Jr, 68 carries, 307 yards, 
3TDs ¥ : 
Receiving (Catches): Jason Mane, Sr., 17,2 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Mane, 175 

Tackles: Eddie Klaneski, Sr., 114 

Sacks: Doug Rosevold, Sr., 4 

Interceptions: Klaneski, 5 

Punting: Eric Hannum, So., 39.9 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Grant, 18 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

8/30 MINNESOTA B.C,; L, 24-21 

9/6 CS-NO’RIDGE OHIO; L, 21-10 

9/13 WYOMING at Wyoming; L, 66-0 

9/20 atUNLV BOISE ST,; W, 20-14 

10/4 at Colorado St. at Fresno St.; L, 20-0 
10/11 FRESNO ST. COLORADO ST,; L, 28-16 
10/18 at BYU at San Diego St.; L, 56-8 
10/25 SAN DIEGO ST. UNLV; W, 38-28 

11/1 AIRFORCE at Air Force; L, 34-7 
11/15 at San Jose St. SAN JOSE ST,; L, 38-17 
11/22 NE LOUISIANA BYU; L, 45-14 

11/29 NOTRE DAME WISCONSIN; L, 59-10. 

TWO-DEEP ROSTER 
OFFENSE 

QB: Tim Carey (Sr., 6-4, 180) Dan Robinson (Jr., 6-3, 204) 


RB: Russell Grant (Jr., 5-6, 189) _ J. Charles (So., 5-11, 199) 
FB: Morrie Roe (Sr., 6-1, 283) _Q. Jacobs (Jr., 5-10, 224) 
WR: J. Macon (Sr., 5-11, 197)* _J. Hawkins (So., 6-0, 187) 
WR: Jason Mane (Sr., 5-9, 167) _R. Kemfort (Fr., 6-1, 185) _ 
TE: Gary Ellison (Sr., 6-2, 225)" _ Lonn Kalama (Sr., 6-0, 226) 
LT: Adriam Klemm (So., 6-4, 282) J.R. Directo (Jr, 6-2, 306) 
LG: Conrad Paulo (Sr., 6-2, 292) A. Sandoval (Fr., 6-2, 301) 
C: Shane Oliveira (Sr., 6-1, 272)*_T. Tanigawa (Sr., 6-2, 228) 
RG: Gary Krug (Jr., 6-4, 281) Jose Martinez (Jr., 6-5, 242) 
RT: Kaulana Noa (So., 6-4, 292)* Andy Phillips (So., 6-4, 313) 


r DEFENSE 
DE: Ellie Kapihe (Sr., 6-2, 251)" _ Olen Rosehill (Fr, 6-2, 246) 
DT: Ben Bright (Jr, 6-2, 259)* Sam Collins (Sr,, 6-0, 239) _ 
NG: Tony Tuioti (So., 5-11, 274)* Bob Pigott (Sr., 6-2, 290) 
LB: B. Chapman (Sr., 6-1, 252)*__Rinda Brooks (Jr., 6-0, 213) 
LB: Punahou Aina (Sr., 6-0, 224)* K. C.-Adams (Jr, 6-0, 219) _ 
LB: S. Gonzales (Sr., 6-2, 236) __K. Kilcoyne (Sr., 6-0, 245)* 
LB: D. Rosevold (Sr., 6-1, 229)" _ Matt Paul (So., 6-2, 226) 
CB: R. Robinson (Sr., 5-9, 166)" _D. Williams (Jr., 5-11, 175) 
CB: Al Hunter (Sr., 5-8, 181)* Jovon Jiles (Jr, 6-0, 190) _ 
SS: Chris Shinnick (Sr., 5-11, 201) Ron Wood (Jr., 6-2, 204) _ 
FS: Eddie Klaneski (Sr., 5-9, 183)* Blase Austin (Sr., 5-10, 163) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Eric Hannum (So., 6-2, 170) _Kekoa Lee (Fr., 5-11, 162) _ 
P: Chad Shrout (So., 6-0, 249)" Eric Hannum (So., 6-2, 170) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
° Eddie Klaneski has thrown, rushed, received 
and returned an interception for touchdowns. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 


www.hawaii.edu/athletics 
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NEW MEXICO FACTS 


Coach: Dennis Franchione, 6th year, 24-31; 104-51-2 
overall 

96 Record: 6-5 

Home Stadium: University Stadium, Albuquerque, 
N.M. (31,218; grass) 

Returning Starters: 14 (6 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Donald Sellers, QB; Larry Brown, 
WR; Jeremy Banks, WR; Chris Caroll, DE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Graham Leigh, Jr., 3-5-53 yards, 2 INTs 
Rushing: Lennox Gordon, Jr., 169 carries, 757 yards, 
9TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Gordon, 22 

Receiving (Yards): Bertrand Martin, Sr., 227, 2 TDs 
Tackles: Blake Irwin, Sr, 118 tackles 

Sacks: Bill Borchers, Jr, 4 

Interceptions: Ramos McDonald, Sr., 6 

Punting: Jason Bloom, Jr., 43.5 avg. 

Kicking: Colby Cason, Sr, 9-12 FGs (long 40), 
35-37 PATs 

Scoring: Cason, 62 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

COMIN ooAGLe)\/Ni) | at New Mex. St.; W, 28-7 

Cais aaa | NO. ARIZONA; W, 49-33 

9/13 atUTEP C. FLORIDA; W, 17-10 

9/27 atUtah State at BYU; L, 17-14 

10/4 SMU TCU; W, 27-7 

AME SU eS | at Rice; L, 38-21 

10/18 RICE SAN DIEGO ST,;L, 48-42 

10/25 at Utah at SMU; L, 52-31 

44/1 atTCU at Tulsa; W, 34-23 

14/15 BYU UTAH; L, 31-24 

11/22 TULSA UTEP; W, 44-17 
TWO-DEEP ROSTER 

OFFENSE 


QB: Graham Leigh (Jr, 6-3, 205) Brad Boyd (Jr., 6-0, 199) 
RB: L. Gordon (Jr., 6-0, 201)* R. Johnson (So., 5-9, 182) 
FB: Chris Shelton (Sr., 5-10, 233)" J. Rozzell (So., 6-1, 198) 
WR: Milton Thomas (Sr., 6-1, 185)Derrick Milner (Jr., 6-2, 218) 
WR: Jamie Oliver (Sr., 5-11, 195)_K. Ordenstein (Jr., 6-2, 200) 
TE: Roy White (Sr. T. Hemphill (Jr., 6-5, 234) 

LT: Matt Tyner (Sr., 6-3, J. Samuelson (Fr. 6-5, 288) _ 
LG: Chris Wallace (Jr., 6-1, 310)"_A. Ocampo (Sr. 5-10, 290) 
C: Chris Bazua (So., 6-5 284) Jon Shedden (Fr., 6-3, 270) _ 
LG: Jason Carson (So., 6-3, 308) Chad Thacker (Fr., 6-5, 285) 
LT: Shane Jaeger (Sr., 6-2, 278)* Josh Brown (So., 6-3, 275) 


DEFENSE 

DE: Ryan Taylor (So., 6-0, 233)_H. Stephens (Fr., 6-2, 252) 

’ Bill Borchers (Jr., 6-2, 249)*_ Jason Purvis (So., 6-5, 251) 
. Garrison (Jr., 6-3, 261)*_T. Journagan (So., 6-4, 261) 
DE: John Wingate (Sr., 6-4, 263) F. Dinkelm’n (So., 6-6, 241) 
LB: Bart Barnard (Sr, 6-2, 232) _B. Urlacher (So., 6-4, 214) _ 
LB: Blake Irwin (Sr., 6-0, 221)" _S. Wash'gton (So., 6-2, 220) 
CB: R. McDonald (Sr., 6-0, 180)*_ M. McDavid (So., 5-10, 169) 
CB: Jameal Woods (Sr., 6-1, 181)W. Bernard (Fr., 6-2, 177) 
SS: M. Stanton (Sr,, 6-1, 190)" __A. Wright (Jr., 6-0, 216) 
FS: Billy Austin (Sr., 5-10, 196)* Chad Smith (Jr., 5-10, 186) _ 
WS: S. McG'han (Sr., 6-1, 190)*_M. Ransom (Fr., 6-0, 182) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
P: Jasom Bloom (Jr., 6-5, 185)*_D. Gonzales (Jr., 5-9, 175) 
K: Colby Carson (Sr., 5-10, 208)" Mike Ross (Jr, 6-0, 193) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

e The Lobos are trying to get back-to-back 
winning seasons for the first time since 1970 
and 1971. 

e New Mexico met its scholarship limit with 85 
scholarship players. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.unm.edu/~lobo 
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Be New Mexico 


BILLY AUSTIN-FS 


After suffering through the endless climb out 
of football purgatory, Dennis Franchione has 
inally found equity. 

No longer is New Mexico a given win for 
everyone else. The standings might not show the 
progress, and the overall won-loss record—just a 
game over .500—might not wow you, either. 
However, take a closer look, and the Lobos were 
as competitive as any team in the WAC. 
Brigham Young was never tested as much outside 
of its loss at Washington as it was against the 
Lobos last season. 

And, now, for the first time since 1970-71, the 
Lobos will try to have consecutive 
winning seasons. ey 

“Rather than focus on recruit- 
ing junior college players, we kept 
building, and now we finally have 
experience,” Franchione said. “I'll 
be disappointed if we don’t have 
another winning season.” 

Expectations have increased, 
and the Lobos have reason to feel 
optimistic. They get BYU and Rice 
at home this season and could easily pull off an 
upset to finish in the top tier of the Mountain 
Division. 


OFFENSE: Gone is quarterback Donald Sellers, 
who created yards for himself on nearly every 
snap. Junior Graham Leigh won't be a runner, 
and he won't carry the Lobos in the same manner 
that Sellers did, but he does have the stronger 
arm and timing to make the passing game click. 

“Graham is a charismatic leader, but he does- 
n't have to lead,” Franchione said. “He com- 
mands it with his presence.” 

Graham will be handing off to Lennox 
Gordon, an All-WAC tailback who was the sixth 
Lobo to rush for 1,000 yards. Depth is provided by 
the able Reginal Johnson, who set a school- 
record five touchdowns against Tulsa when 
Gordon was out with an injury last season. If the 


* Leigh must calm the 
fears of a green QB. 

¢ New Mexico has to 
feel comfortable 


with a new center. 
* The Lobos must 
beat Rice and 
Brigham Young at 
home. 


play calls for a bruising back, Leigh can hand off 
to Chris Shelton, while Ja’Mine Rozzell and Che 
Johnson are capable reserves. 

The Lobos averaged 30 points a game on 
offense last year but will need four of the five 
returning linemen to give Leigh even more pro- 
tection. The blocking schemes will shift to more 
of a pro-set block for Leigh rather than a run- 
block for Sellers. The reliance on the backfield is 
even more apparent with the departure of the top 
two receivers, leaving that area green, although 
three return at tight end. 


DEFENSE: Each of the past four seasons, the 
Lobos have ranked in the top 30 on offense, with 
the running game averaging 245 yards last season 
for 11th nationally. The defense, though, has 
never been as productive. But that trend seems to 
be shifting. 

Picking off 12 interceptions a year ago, the 
Lobos improved from an NCAA-low of three the 
previous year. With seven starters back and four 
of the top five tacklers, the Lobos will actually be 
a threat to not only contain but make the stops 
defensively. 

The strength lies at linebacker where Blake 
Irwin has a chance this season to become the 
school’s all-time leading tackler. Bart Barnard, 
Stacy Washington and Brian Urlacher have 
Irwin's swarm mentality, too. 

The defensive line should be 
able to maintain the pressure with 
Chris Carroll and Terrence Burton 
up front, accounting for 11 of the 
team’s 29 sacks last season. 

“We're looking for more speed 
rushes,” said Franchione of his new 
approach. “But we've got the depth 
finally.” 

The Lobos have got one of most 
pesky cornerbacks in the WAC in 
Ramos McDonald, who had six INTs last sea- 
son—the most in 17 years at New Mexico. All 
but one starter in the secondary returns, giving 
the Lobos even more hope that the passing num- 
bers will stay down. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Everyone is back. Jason 
Bloom punted for 43.5 yards a kick last season. 
Colby Cason was reliable, too, making 20 of 30 
field goals thus far in his career. 


RECRUITING: The Lobos continue to build, 
and this class is no different. But it’s the JUCO 
transfers, like defensive lineman Casey Tisdale, 
receiver Kawicka Ordenstein and true freshman 
linebacker Aisali Faapouli, that will have the 
most impact. 


By Andy Katz, The Fiesih Bee 
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ay San Diego State 


It is rare to find college football coaches 
shouldered with the stability of Ted Tollner. 
While he could have the chance to find his 
way back to a top-25 college program or 
even the NFL, he is armed with the security 
that could carry him right to retirement: A 
new 10-year contract. 

Still, it’s an investment for the Aztec 
program as much as it is a reward for a coach 
who lifted them out of mediocrity. And 
clearly, his work isn’t done. While San 
Diego State is the winningest California 
college program for the past two seasons, it 
has faltered late in each fall and cost itself 
WAC championships and postseason games. 

“We can’t complain about the fact that 
we've had 16 wins the past two years but 
haven’t been to a bowl,” Tollner said. 
“Everybody has a set of circumstances they 
have do deal with. Ours is that there is no 
margin of error in this league to have an off- 
week.” 


OFFENSE: The Aztec offense has been 
one of the West’s most explosive, and that 
shouldn’t change this season. Despite losing 
several All-WAC players, including run- 
ning back George Jones and pass catcher 
Will Blackwell, there is no underestimating 
the return of offensive coordinator Dave 
Lay, who had left SDSU two years ago for 
Colorado State. 

The Aztecs have one of the [f4;]/393 
conference’s most talented 
offensive lines—one Tollner 
thinks is as good as any he had 
as a coach at USC—and ir will 
be hard to stop wide receiver Az 
Hakim. While a fractured leg 
stopped him midway through 
the 96 season, Hakim was at 
full strength in the spring. “A 
proven player of All-America ability,” 
Tollner said. 

Kevin McKechnie waited patiently 
behind Billy Blanton for a chance to 
become San Diego State’s quarterback. He 
impressed coaches with his grasp and execu- 
tion of the system at spring practice, but he’s 
still an untested commodity. 

“The game appearances he’s had are not 
really a fair assessment of Kevin's abilities,” 
Tollner said. “He has the tools to be success- 
ful. What he lacks is game experience.” 


DEFENSE: The Aztecs are deep and tal- 
ented in the secondary, which is always 
comforting in the pass-heavy WAC. In fact, 
San Diego State will move safety Julius 
McChristian to linebacker, where they lost 
the heart of last season’s defense. 


al 'S3 KEYS — 

¢ Adapt to new offen- 
sive coordinator 
Dave Lay’s syste: 

° Untested QB Kevin 


AZ HAKIM-WR 


San Diego State has terrific speed with 
cornerback Eric Lewis and safety Rico 
Curtis. Still, they gave up a lot of yards in 
important situations a season ago, and, ulti- 
mately, that could be the difference between 
making a trip to that elusive bowl game or 
missing it once again. 

Five players who saw starting time last 
season return to the defensive line, but the 
Aztecs lose All-WAC defensive end Adrian 
loja. However, two newcomers are expected 
to make an impact up front: Washington 
State Daryl Jones and Tony 
Matautia of Grossmont (Calif.) 
Junior College. 


transfer 


SPECIAL TEAMS: San Diego 
State lost All-America 
punter, but apparently they've 
discovered a player capable of 
replacing him. Don Copeland 
was one of the spring stars for 
San Diego State. On every 
scrimmage, it seemed like his 
punts shor an average of 40 yards. Maybe 
he'll make everyone forget about missing 
Noel Prefontaine. Nate Tandberg, the best 
high school placekicker in California two 
years ago, takes over the field goal and extra 
point tries. 


an 


RECRUITING: Tollner has been one of the 
WAC’s most consistent recruiters. Never 
has there been a shortage of talent. Two of 
his top talents in this year’s class were 
JUCO players, including linebackers Reggie 
Davis and Ty Wade, not to mention 
Matautia. The next great San Diego State 
quarterback could be wonderfully talented 
freshman Spencer Brinton of Temecula 


(Calif.) HS. 


By Adrian Wojnarowski, The Fresno Bee 


SAN DIEGO FACTS 


Coach: Ted Tollner, 4th year, 20-14-1; 46-34-1 overall 
’96 Record: 8-3 (6-2 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Jack Murphy Stadium, San Diego, 
Calif. (61,121; grass) 

Returning Starters: 14 (7 off., 7 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Noel Prefontaine, P (1st-team All- 
America); Will Blackwell, WR (declared for NFL Draft); 
Billy Blanton, QB; George Jones, RB; Adrian loja, DE 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Kevin McKechnie, Sr., 7-15-76 yards 
Rushing: Justin Watson, Sr, 64 carries, 434 yards, 
5 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Az Hakim, Sr., 36, 5 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Hakim, 635 

Tackles: Jason Moore, Sr., 92 

Sacks: Charles Gatlin, Sr., 3 

Interceptions: Moore, 5 

Punting: None 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Waston and Hakim, 30 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 


9/4 NAVY 

9/13 at Wash’gton 
9/20 at Wisconsin 
9/27 at Air Force 
10/4 ARIZONA 


1996 RESULTS 


IDAHO; W, 40-21 

at California; L, 42-37 
OKLAHOMA, W, 51-31 
HAWAII; W, 56-8 

at New Mexico; W, 48-42 
at Colorado St; L, 27-18 
at San Jose St.; W, 49-20 
WYOMING; W, 28-24 

at UNLV; L, 44-42 
FRESNO ST; W, 31-21 
AIR FORCE; W, 28-23 


10/11 NEW MEX. 
10/18 UNLV 
10/25 at Hawaii 


11/1 at Wyoming 
11/8 SAN JOSE ST. 
11/15 at Fresno St. 
11/22 COLO. ST. 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: K. McKechnie (Sr., 6-2, 205) Mike Smith (Sr., 6-3, 220) 
RB: Justin Watson (Sr., 6-1, 225) M. Graham (So., 5-8, 185) _ 


HB: J. Mahaffey (Jr, 6-0, 190) _ Mike Hatch (Sr,, 6-3, 230) 
WR: A. Hakim (Sr., 5-11, 175)*__ Jesus Reyes (Jr., 5-7, 170) 
WR: Taj Johnson (Sr, 6-2, 195) _J. Mahaffey (Jr., 6-0, 190) 
TE: Chad Flick (Sr., 6-6, 255)" __ Ben Mecham (Jr., 6-4, 245)_ 


LT: E. Salaam (Sr., 6-7, 290)" 
LG: R. Whitman (Sr., 6-3, 305)* 


G. Spillane (So., 6-4, 280) _ 
A. Kline (So., 6-2, 295) 


C: Dan Nilsen (Sr., 6-4, 305)* Josh Rogers (So., 6-2, 295) 
RG: M. Malano (So., 6-2, 300)" _ Rick Austin (So., 6-2, 310) _ 
RT: Kyle Turley (Sr., 6-6, 305)" _C. Williams (Fr., 6-5, 240) 


DEFENSE 
DE: A.Young (So., 6-3, 250) C. Gatlin (Sr., 6-4, 255) 
DT: Dan Dorsey (Sr, 6-0, 305)" Darryl Jones (Jr., 6-3, 305)_ 
DT: C. Chance (Sr., 5-11, 175)" _A. Santos (Sr., 6-2, 270) 
DE: K. G.-Biamila (So., 6-4, 230)* Mark Scott (Jr., 6-4, 270) 
LB: J. Jackson (Jr., 6-3, 235) M. Chiumak (Jr., 6-2, 230) _ 
LB: Andy Osborne (Sr. 6-1, 235) J. Tuipala (Jr., 6-1, 240)* 
LB: J. McChrist'n (Sr., 5-10, 205)*Tim Sulick (Sr., 6-1, 230) 
CB: Eric Lewis (Jr., 5-7, 155)*_Tairou Smith (Fr., 5-7, 150)_ 
CB: J. Heggins (Sr, 5-9, 175) __A. Ab'l-Rahim (Jr., 5-8, 160)_ 
SS: Rico Curtis (So., 6-0, 205) _ S. Auerbach (Jr, 6-1, 200) _ 
FS: Jason Moore (Sr., 5-11, 180)*L. Bergeron (So., 5-10, 185) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: N. Tandberg (Fr. 5-9, 170) _B. Cyester (Jr., 5-10, 190) 
P: D. Copeland (Jr., 6-2, 230) Gary Sechler (Fr., 6-2, 190) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

¢ The first three of the Aztecs’ opponents 
played in a bowl game last year: Navy, 
Washington and Wisconsin. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.sdsu.edu/athletics 
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SAN JOSE ST. FACTS 


Coach: Dave Baldwin, 1st season; 9-12 overall 

*96 Record: 3-9 (3-5 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Spartan Stadium, San Jose, Calif. 
(31,218; grass) 

Returning Starters: 11 (5 off., 6 def.) 

Key Players Lost: Carl Dean, QB; Patrick Walsh, RB; 
Damon Bowers, WR; Jarrett Robinson, FS 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Dan O'Dell, Sr., 49-94-709 yards, 5 TDs, 
2 INTs 

Rushing: James Hodgins, Jr., 70 carries, 331 yards, 
17D 

Receiving (Catches): Windrell Hayes, Jr., 58 
Receiving (Yards): Hayes, 848 

Tackles: Omarr Smith, Jr. 74 

Sacks: Eric Coughran, Sr., 5 

Interceptions: Wardell Crutchfield, Sr., 3 
Punting: None 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Hayes, 26 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 atStanford at Air Force; L, 45-0 
9/13 WISCONSIN CALIFORNIA; L, 45-25 
9/20 atWyoming at Stanford; L, 25-2 


10/4 at Oregon St. UTEP; W, 26-25 

10/11 COLO. ST. at Wash. St; L, 52-16 
10/18 at UTEP WYOMING; L, 45-22 
10/25 AIR FORCE at Fresno St.; L, 28-18 
11/1 FRESNO ST. at Colorado St; L, 36-13 
eC UeCT ea | SAN DIEGO ST; L, 49-20 
11/15 HAWAI! at Hawaii; W, 38-17 
11/22 at UN! at Washington; L, 53-10 


UNLV; W, 31-28 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Brian Vye (Jr, 6-1,190) _ Dan O'Dell (Sr., 6-1, 199) 
RB: J. Hodgins (ur., 6-0, 229)* D. Scarbrough (Jr., 5-8, 185) 
RB: C. Meeks (Jr., 5-10, 188) _ Billy Vuniwai (Sr., 5-10, 200) 
WR: W. Hayes (Jr., 5-11, 198)" _ Gabe Payne (Jr., 5-9, 167) _ 


WR: Daniel Willis (Jr, 6-1, 190) Eric Ruhle (Jr, 5-10, 186) _ 
TE: Brandon Klapp (Jr., 6-1, 226) Jeff Persson (So., 6-1, 216) 
LT: Chris French (Sr., 6-4, 310) _ Jeff Bruce (Fr., 6-4, 245) 

LG: Oscar Garza (Sr., 6-0, 272)*_M. Marchan (Fr., 6-1, 265) _ 
C: Harry Daniels (Jr., 6-1, 200)" __C. MacFarlane (Sr. 6-4, 274) 
RG: C. MacFarlane (Sr., 6-4, 274)"Jason Santos (Jr., 6-4, 300) 
RT; David Loverne (Jr., 6-2, 283) Jeff Bruce (Fr., 6-4, 245) 


DEFENSE 


DT:Jerald Perry (Sr., 6-2, 274)" _A. Noah (So., 6-3, 245) 
NG: Ed Lambert (Fr., 6-3, 255) __Larry Pryor (Fr., 6-1, 265) 


DT:Shon Kendall (Sr., 6-3, 252)" Cory Jones (Sr., 6-2, 268) 
LB: E. Coughran (Sr., 6-2, 228)*_S. Roach (So., 5-11, 213) __ 
LB: James Ditch (So., 6-3, 224) _S. Sherrod (So., 6-3, 212) _ 
LB: Sam Kupau (Sr., 5-11, 216) Josh Parry (Fr., 6-2, 210) 
LB: Z. Michalski (Sr., 5-11, 245) T. Wooden (Sr, 6-0, 225) 
CB: Omarr Smith (Jr., 5-9, 165)*_G. Wadood (Jr., 5-9, 165) 
CB: Eric Polk (Sr., 5-10, 172)" __R.B. Bonner (Sr,, 5-10, 178) 
SS: W. Crutchfield (Sr., 5-8, 196) A. Hayes (Sr., 5-11, 190) 
FS: F. Johnson (So., 5-11, 192) Lyle West (Jr,, 6-0, 208) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: S. Wasserman (Jr, 5-7, 165) _J. Chapple (So., 6-1, 180) 
P: Jason Chapple (So., 6-1, 180) S. Wasserman (Jr,, 5-7, 165) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
* San Jose State hasn’t had a winning season 
in four years. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.proaxis.com/~bsalas/sjsu 
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Wy, 


WD: San Jose State 


WINDRELL HAYES-WR 


Dave Baldwin understands that they will 
have to wait years for the winning, and there 
are no guarantees it will ever happen for the 
San Jose State Spartans. Still, he has to sell 
people on the promise of the program. 
Recruits need a reason to sign a letter, fans 
need one to sit inside the stadium. 

Right away, Baldwin vows to give them 
one. 

“We call it fast-break football on turf,” the 
first-year San Jose State coach said. 

Baldwin has to fight hard to make San 
Jose State football fit into the Bay Area sport- 
ing landscape. His program just 
two seasons out of the Big West, 
the coach has a standing offer to 
the West’s top quarterback 
recruits. “Come here and throw 
45-50 times a game,” he said. 
“We'll be the only team on the 
West Coast to do it.” 

Assures Baldwin, who was 
the coach for two seasons at Cal- 
State Northridge: “Eventually, 
we're going to win. “We have a stadium, a 
team room, a weight room. It’s all here. Our 
facility is awesome. 

“Cal can’t even come close to this... This 
season, though, we won’t be judged on wins 
and losses.” 


healthy. 


OFFENSE: Quarterback Brian Vye, fresh 
out of junior college, made himself the starter 
in spring practice, and considering his offen- 
sive line is short on bodies and size, he will 
need to be nimble of foot this season. Baldwin 
wants to open the offense right away, set the 
tone for the future. Now, he hands the ball 
over to the transfer. 

“He has the confidence, the air of cocki- 
ness a quarterback needs to have,” Baldwin 
says. 

Vye will need junior Windrell Hayes—97 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
¢ Get adequte protec- 

tion for starting QB. 
© Spartans must stay 


Set the tone for the 


program with wide- 
open offense and 
attacking defense. 


career catches, 1,383 receiving yards—to turn 
into one of the West’s top receivers. “Hayes,” 
Baldwin said, “is the real deal.” 

Junior college transfers Eric Ruhle and 
Gabe Payne will run pass routes, too. With a 
suspect line, the offense will be centered 
around three-step drops into the pocket and 
quick passes. 


DEFENSE: One of the most pourous defens- 
es in the nation a year ago (No. 110, 499 
yards per game), there isn’t much hope it will 
get better this year. There are some bright 
spots on defense, including tackle Jerald Perry 
and cornerback Omarr Smith. Outside line- 
backer Eric Coughran, who had five sacks a 
season ago, could be an All-Pacific Division 
choice. Baldwin was thrilled with transfer 
Lyle West, a safety who earned a starting spot 
this spring. 

Beyond them, it gets scary. The Spartans 
are young, undersized and short on depth. 

“We want to get speed on defense,” 
Baldwin says. “We're never going to get the 6- 
6, 265-pound kid. We're going to get the 6-3, 
220 one who can run. It'll take time, though.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The placekicking posi- 
tion frightens Baldwin. He had hoped Seth 
Wasserman, a transfer out of Division III 
Sacred Heart (Conn.), could 
make it his own, but a poor per- 
formance in the spring left things 
wide open between Wasserman 
and two walk-ons. “He knows we 
weren’t happy with his perfor- 
mance,” Baldwin said. 

Jason Chapple, who sat out 
1996, takes over the punting. As 
a starter for eight games in 1995, 
he averaged 36.3 yards. Given 
the state of uncertainty around the San Jose 
State offense, he should get plenty of chances 
to prove himself this season. 


RECRUITING: Hired late out of Cal-State 
Northridge, Baldwin made a_ respectable 
showing on the recruiting trail, focusing 
mostly on the state’s JC’s. Vye, late of BYU 
and LSU, was one of Northern California’s 
top JC recruiting targets and along with sev- 
eral other fresh faces, including receivers Eric 
Ruhle and Gabe Payne, this class will be 
counted on to make an immediate impact. 

“We'll probably try to recruit half JC, half 
high schools,” Baldwin said. “Moving up to 
the WAC has helped us. Kids want to play in 
the league.” 


By Adrian Wojnarowski, The Fresno Bee 


4HOdSTIY/ 31NZHD OLLO 


TODD WARSHAW /ALLSPORT 


UNLV is ready to move on and upward, or 
so coach Jeff Horton is convinced. Horton, who 
in his first year at UNLV took his team to the 
top of the Big West Conference with a Las 
Vegas Bowl victory, sacrificed the program to its 
eventual move to the WAC by redshirting all 
25 recruits two years ago. 

The final season in the Big West was laugh- 
able, losing all six games, but last season’s 1-7 
march through the WAC wasn’t as amusing. 

Clearly, the Rebels should be able to notch a 
few more to show progress. 

“We feel we're ready to step up,” Horton 
said. “We've got guys who have played a lot of 
games now, have been indoctrinated and are 
ready to take that next step.” 

Horton has given the Rebels at | 
chance early in the season. While the Rebels are 
still playing at USC and longtime rival Nevada, 
they gave themselves a break with Illinois State 
at home following a home date with Hawaii. 
Playing in the weaker side of the WAC gives 
the Rebels hope to move up within a muddled 
pack of secondary Pacific Division teams. 


st a 


OFFENSE: Sophomore quarterback Jon 
Denton stepped into a tough schedule and 
threw for 10 NCAA and 10 other UNLV 
records, passing for 3,591 yards and throwing 25 
touchdowns. Finishing third in Division I-A in 
passing yards, Denton’s arm 

strength can zip the ball through $ 
holes in the defense. 

For a team that won only one 
game, averaging 23 points does 
provide hope, especially after the 
Rebels averaged just 15.2 in the 
first six games. They put up an 
average of 30 points a game in the 
final six. Eight other starters 
return, and all four receivers are 
back, led by Carlos Baker and Damon Williams. 

With the return of four of the five offensive 
linemen, Denton should have the protection to 
find his receivers. The key to the offense, 
though, will be the development of running 
back Rodrick Johnson, a junior college transfer. 
UNLV has to average over 100 yards a game at a 
minimum, as the 77.5 a game last season fell too 
short of the needed production. Johnson will be 
counted on to carry the load of attempts from 
the outset. 


game. 


DEFENSE: Horton has switched philosophies, 
going with an eight-man front. He’s banking on 
a more aggressive approach and using poor per- 
formance as motivation. Too often, the Rebels 
would be outscored by nearly a 2-1 ratio in the 
first quarter, forcing the offense to play catch up 
too early. 


* The Rebels need a 
running game to go 
with their passing 


¢ Denton must con- 
tinue his scorching 
numbers. 

* Defense must stop 
teams in the first 
quarter. 


JON DENTON-GB 


The key to this unit lies with end Talance 
Sawyer, who picked up 4.5 sacks last season. 
JUCO transfer Robin Maile is expected to step 
in next to Sawyer and provide a decent pass 
tush. The key for Sawyer and Maile, though, 
will be their ability to halt the run. The Rebels 
were thrashed for 270 yards a game on the 
ground. 

The stopgaps in the middle of the field need 
to improve. Linebacker Scott Patton (team- 
leading 6.5 sacks), leading returning tackler 
Greg Gales, second-leading tackler Bret Gilbert 
and Arizona transfer A.C. Smith should give 
the Rebels their most active part of 
the defense. 

The secondary has been picked 
apart for the past two seasons, but 
Bobby Coffman (two  intercep- 
tions), Amar Brisco and Quincy 
Sanders simply must be better this 
on in order for the Rebels to 
have a chance to hold passing 
games in check. 


se 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The Rebels gave them- 
selves a chance with Baker returning punts for 
10 yards on average and Len Ware running back 
kickoffs for 22 yards on average. With punter 
Joe Kristosik’s 42.4 punting average back, the 
Rebels should give their defense decent field 
position. Tim O'Reilly was in the program last 
year and will be expected to handle place kick- 
ing this season. 


RECRUITING: The class was rated fifth-best 
in the WAC by one publication, with the 
impact players being the aforementioned 
Johnson and Maile of San Bernardino (Calif.) 
JC, who are both JUCO All-Americas. Johnson 
tushed his way to the national JUCO player of 
the year award out of Dixie (Utah) JC. 


By Andy Katz, The Fresno Bee 


UNLV FACTS 


Coach: Jeff Horton, 5th year, 10-25; 17-29 overall 

’96 Record: 1-11 (1-7 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Sam Boyd Stadium, Las Vegas, Nev. 
(32,000; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 18 (9 off., 8 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Dennis Whitmore, OL (2nd-team 
All-WAC); DeJohn Branch, RB; Jermaine Webster, CB; 
Dan Stewart, SS; Carlos Hilliard, CB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 
Passing: Jon Denton, So., 277-506-3,591 yards, 
25 TDs, 16 INTs 

Rushing; Len Ware, So., 8 carries, 22 yards 
Receiving (Catches): Carlos Baker, Jr, 71,7 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Baker, 887 yards 

Tackles: Greg Gales, Jr., 92 

Sacks: Scott Patton, Sr, 6.5 

Interceptions: Bobby Coffman, Jr., 2 

Punting: Joe Kristosik, Jr., 42.4 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Ware, 48 points. 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

9/6 atNevada at Tennessee; L, 62-3 
9/13 at Air Force AIR FORCE; L, 65-17 
9/20 HAWAII WISCONSIN; L, 52-17 
9/27 ILLINOIS ST. at Colorado St.; L, 35-16 
10/4 atSouthern Cal WYOMING; L, 33-21 
10/11 TCU NEVADA; L, 54-17 

SUA eSan) ea | at BYU; L, 63-28 

10/25 at Fresno State at Hawaii; L, 38-28 

11/1 COLORADOST, Bia Nek N ia lx} 
11/8 atWyoming at TCU; L, 42-34 

11/22 SAN JOSE ST. SAN DIEGO ST; W, 44-42 


at San Jose St; L, 31-28 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Jon Denton (So., 6-3, 215)* Kevin Crook (Jr, 6-3, 210) _ 
RB: C. Hankins (So., 5-9, 185) _D. Footman (So., 5-8, 190) _ 
WR: Carlos Baker (Jr., 5-10, 195)*Len Ware (So., 6-1, 185) 
WR: Todd Floyd (Sr., 6-4, 190)" Len Ware (So., 6-1, 185) 
WR: D. Williams (Jr., 6-3, 225)" _J. Toohey (Sr., 5-10, 195) 
TE: Sam Mineo (Jr,, 6-3, 250)" Mike Leatham (Jr,, 6-4, 225) 


LT:B. Glidewell (Sr, 6-6, 270) _J. Pierucci (Jr, 6-4, 290) 
LG: Jerald Pierucci (Jr., 6-4, 290)* John Greer (Fr., 6-5, 295) 

C: Bubba Gonzalez (Jr., 6-2, 275)*Jon Zaczek (Sr., 6-1, 270) 
RG: Mike Reily (Jr., 6-3, 290)* _ James Moore (Fr., 6-5, 320) 
RT: Mike Williams (So., 6-4, 285) Mike Reily (Jr., 6-3, 290) 


DEFENSE 
DE: R. Jones (So., 6-2, 235)*__ Ted Darnell (Jr., 6-5, 270) _ 
DT: Derrick Monroe (Jr., 6-2, 285) J. Conway (Fr,, 6-1, 270) 
DT: Mac Smith (Sr., 6-2, 270)*_C. Fisher (Sr., 6-2, 275) 
DE: T. Sawyer (Jr,, 6-2, 260)" __J. Stallsmith (So., 6-5, 250) _ 
LB: Scott Patton (Sr, 6-1, 225)" _M. Robinson (Fr., 6-0, 220) _ 
LB: Greg Gales (Jr., 6-2, 230) __Bret Gilbert (Jr., 6-2, 230)" _ 
LB: Lamont Hicks (Sr., 6-2, 225) _J. Pierucci (So., 6-2, 225) 
CB: Del Bates (Fr., 5-11, 175)__ B. Coffman (Jr., 5-11, 165) 
CB: Shaun Haslip (Fr, 5-10, 185) Amar Brisco (So., 6-0, 175)_ 


SS: Randy Black (Fr., 6-0, 200) _K. Batoon (Fr., 5-10, 175) 

FS: Q. Sanders (Jr., 6-3, 200)" A. Brown (Jr., 6-0, 195) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K: Tim O'Reilly (So., 6-0, 205) _G. Zendejas (So., 5-8, 170) _ 

P: Joe Kristosik (Jr., 6-3, 220)" _C. Wilkerson (So., 6-3, 175) 

* Denotes returning starter 

MILESTONES 


* QB Jon Denton set 10 NCAA and 10 other 
UNLV records last season. 

* The Rebels will be looking for their first road 
WAC win after going winless away from Las 
Vegas in their inaugural year in the league. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
http://rebels.unlv.edu 
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UTAH FACTS 


Coach: Ron McBride, 8th year, 49-34 

°96 Record: 8-4 (6-2 conf.) 

Home Stadium: Rice Stadium, Salt Lake City, Utah 
(32,500; grass) 

Returning Starters: 15 (7 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Harold Lusk, FS (ist-team All- 
WAC); Chad Folk, C (1st-team All-WAC); Chad 
Kauhaahaa, DE (2nd-team All-WAC); Barry Sims, OT 
(2nd-team All-WAC); Mike Fouts, QB; Rocky Henry, 
WR 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: None 

Rushing: Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala, Jr, 168 carries, 982 
yards, 9 TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Kevin Dyson, Sr., 53, 8 TDs 
Receiving (Yards): Dyson, 812 

Tackles: Robert Love, Jr. 108 

Sacks: Love, 3 

Interceptions: David Richards, Jr., 2 

Punting: Chris Hunter, So., 39.6 avg. 

Kicking: None 

Scoring: Fuamatu-Ma’afala and Juan Johnson, Jr. 
54 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
8/30 UTAH STATE at Utah State; L, 20-17 
9/6 at Louisville at Stanford; W, 17-10 
9/13 atTCU at SMU; W, 21-17 
9/20 UTEP FRESNO STATE; W, 45-17 
10/2 at Fresno St. KANSAS; W, 45-42 
10/11 SMU at UTEP; W, 34-27 
10/18 at Oregon TCU; W, 21-7 
10/25 NEW MEX. TULSA; W, 45-19 
11/1 at Tulsa at Rice; L, 51-10 
11/15 RICE at New Mexico; W, 31-24 
11/22 at BYU BYU; L, 37-17 

vs. Wisc.; L, 38-10* 

* Copper Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: Jo. Crosswhite (Jr., 6-3, 217)D. Arceneaux (Fr., 6-1, 194) 
RB: J. Johnson (Sr., 6-2, 212)" _ Omar Bacon (Jr., 6-1, 224) 


FB: C. F.-Ma’afala (Jr., 6-0, 280)* Tai Lepule (Sr., 5-11, 266) _ 
WR: Kevin Dyson (Sr., 6-1, 197)* M. Fankh’ser (Sr., 5-8, 161) 


WR: Donny Utu (So., 6-2, 203) __D. Jones (Jr., 5-11, 186) 
TE: Chris Jahries (Sr., 6-5, 246)" _D. Christo’son (Jr., 6-7, 251) 
LT: N. Sybrowsky (Jr, 6-5, 302)" Devin Grant (Jr., 6-8, 292) _ 
LG: Todd Jackson (Jr, 6-3, 300) _Sam White (Fr., 6-4, 263) 

C: Darren Walker (Jr., 6-4, 280)* Luis Park (Jr, 6-2, 298) 
RG: Danny Davis _(Sr., 6-4, 281)* Hema Katoa (Jr., 6-3, 322) 
RT: Jay Link (Jr, 6-8, 281) Kevin Wilson (Fr., 6-7, 291 


DEFENSE 
DE: John Frank (So., 6-5, 248) _ Ben Bowers (So., 6-7, 245)_ 
DT: R. Seals (So., 6-3, 297)" __ Rhett Tatton (So., 6-7, 291) 
DT: P. Talamaivao (Jr., 6-5, 304) Fisi Moleni (So., 6-4, 281) 
DE: Ryan Akina (Sr., 6-5, 268) _Toni Fatafehi (Jr., 6-4, 271) _ 
LB: D. C’ningham (Sr., 5-11, 245) H.Christ’'nson (Fr., 6-3, 216) 


LB: Taulia Lave (So., 6-1, 251) Phil Glover (Jr., 5-11, 238) _ 
LB: C. Godfrey (Sr., 6-3, 248)" _E. Matagi (So., 6-3, 228) 


CB: Calbert Beck (Sr., 5-11. 183) D. Richards (Jr, 6-0, 181)" 

CB: C. Lawson (Sr., 5-7, 176)" _ Marc Merritt (Jr., 5-11, 178) 
SS: Robert Love (Jr., 5-9, 200)* _K. Harrison (Sr., 5-10, 203) _ 
FS: B. Dart (Jr., 6-2, 211)" Jimmy Nolan (Sr, 6-0, 192) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Tommy Truhe (So., 5-10, 200) Matt Comins (Fr., 6-3, 193)_ 
P: Chris Hunter (So., 6-4, 224)" Matt Comins (Fr., 6-3, 193) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Senior wide receiver Kevin Dyson needs 46 
catches to become Utah’s career leader. 

¢ After seven seasons, Ron McBride is already 
the second-winningest coach in school history. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.athletics.utah.edu 
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CHRIS FUAMATU-MA'AFALA-RB 


Seven straight wins, a brief climb into the 
rankings, and the Utes’ fourth bowl game in 
Ron McBride's seven years as head coach—after 
decades of mediocrity, that’s unheard-of success. 
Yet three blowout losses in its final four games 
left Utah with the uneasy revelation that an 8-4 
season now may rate as a mild disappointment. 

McBride defends his team’s accomplish- 
ments, but even he felt an opportunity was 
missed. “We want expectations high,” he said. 
“That shows that you're a good football team. 
Our expectations are high, too.” 

Especially since he knows what went wrong. 
Utah's undersized defensive line 
wore down and allowed opponents 
to rush for 496, 218, 366 and 349 
yards in November and December. 

So McBride changed _ his 
speed-rush philosophy and recruit- 
ed bigger bodies, assigned two 
coaches to work with linemen 
instead of one, and put defensive 
coordinator Kyle Whittingham in 
charge of linebackers. “We'll put 
more emphasis up front,” McBride said. “We 
should be much better against the run.” 


stronger. 


OFFENSE: After two years in Utah’s back- 
field, nothing has been found yet that can stop 
mammoth running back Chris Fuamatu- 
Ma’afala. The 6-foot-O Hawaiian averaged 
122.8 yards per game last season despite weigh- 
ing nearly 280 pounds—he runs the 40 in a 
remarkable 4.68 seconds. 

But Utah is far from a one-man show. Senior 
Juan Johnson has gained more than 700 yards in 
each of the past two seasons. And All-WAC 
receiver Kevin Dyson averaged 15.3 yards per 
catch last season. He'll be joined by sophomores 
Donny Utu and Boo Bendinger, and junior col- 
lege speedster Daniel Jones—and sometimes all 
three. The line must replace two all-conference 
blockers, but junior Darren Walker will fill one 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
¢ Front seven must 
get bigger and 


* Young receivers 
must develop into 
offensive threats. 

° Find a reliable kicker. 


hole by moving from guard to his natural center 
position. The weak link may be Jay Link at right 
tackle, but a trio of Mormon missionaries return 
this season and could step in if needed. 

There’s a choice of two quarterbacks who 
both learned the system on the sidelines last 
year. Jon Crosswhite, a JUCO transfer, has a 
slight edge over redshirt freshman Darnell 
Arceneaux, but their contrasting styles mean 
both could take snaps. Crosswhite is a drop-back 
passer, while Arceneaux is a talented scrambler. 


DEFENSE: McBride is counting on junior 
Phil Glover, a transfer from Washington State, 
to bring a new intensity to his defense. “He's 
big-time,” said teammate Fuamatu-Ma’afala. 
“He's big, he’s fast and he’s crazy.” He's also the 
new starter at middle linebacker, with incum- 
bent Jason Hooks moving to outside, where he 
will share a position with Chris Godfrey. Senior 
David Cunningham will man the other side 
after missing '96 with a knee injury. 

Even without Harold Lusk, who graduated 
as Utah's career interception leader, the Utes 
may have the WAC’s best secondary. Junior 
nickleback Robert Love, the team’s leading 
tackler, will shift back to safety, joining Brandon 
Dart. Senior cornerback Clarence Lawson, 
though only 5-foot-6, is a good cover man and a 
brutal hitter, and David Richards leads four con- 
tenders for the other corner spot. 

That leaves the defensive line, 
where tackle Pene Talamaivao, 
who has bulked up to 300 pounds, 
is probably the only certain starter. 
Sophomore Richard Seals, a con- 
verted tight end, has made progress 
as the other tackle, but four JUCO 
recruits, two returned missionaries 
and a highly touted freshman, 
Sione Pouha, will compete with 
returnees John Frank, Fisi Molini and Ryan 
Akina for time on a beefed-up line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Sophomore punter Chris 
Hunter's inconsistency bedeviled McBride, but 
he will likely hold his job. There is no experi- 
enced placekicker; sophomore Tommy Truhe 
will be given first shot. Utah’s kick return team 
will improve greatly if Calbert Beck's balky 
hamstring is healed. 


RECRUITING: With two years of success in 
recruiting skill positions, the Utes went for 
defense this time, with Pouha their big catch. A 
USA Today honorable mention All-America 
from Salt Lake City, the 6-4, 260 freshman 
could start right away. 


By Phil Miller, The Salt Lake City Tribute ‘ 


‘ouvsou 808 


Predicted Order of Finish 
4. NOTRE DAME 
2 ARMY 
3 NAVY 
4 CENTRAL FLORIDA © 
5 LOUISIANA TECH 


9 ARKANSAS ST. 


6 NE LOUISIANA 

7 ALABAMA- 
BIRMINGHAM _ 

8 SWLOUISIANA > 


3 Biggest Games 
> NOV. 1 CENTRAL FLORIDA 
AT NE LOUISIANA — 


PI NOV. 41 NAVY AT NOTRE 
DAME 


_ > DEC. 6 ARMY VS. NAVY 
(AT E. RUTHERFORD, N.J.) 


BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


j All-indepenciont Team 


OFFENSE ; 
Pos. Player HLWE Yn College 


QB: R.Powlus  6-3/225 Sr, _Notre Dame 
RB: J, Hewitt 61/200 Jr Army 

RB: A.Denson 5-10/189 Jr. —_Notre Dame 
WR: B, Stokley 6-0/183 Jr SWLouisiana 
WR: M.Nonsant 5-11/180 Jr, Central Florida 
TE: J. Bradley 6-7/275 Sr Louisiana Tech 
OL: C.Clevenger 6-7/312 Sr. Notre Dame 
OL: M.Rosenthal 6-7/315 Jr, ~—_—‘Notre Dame 
OL: R.Kaczenski 6-4/258 Sr. —_Notre Dame 
OL: C.Crudup —-6-11/375 Sr, _—_Louisiana Tech 
OL: C.Hopkins  6-5/300 Sr, —_Louisiana Tech 
PK: M.Kent 510/187 Sr Louisiana Tech 


DEFENSE 

DL: M. Dansby. 6-4/276 Sr. Notre Dame 
DL: FRichardson 6-3/255 Sr.  NELousiana 
DL: J. Forgach 6-0/250 Sr Amy | 
DL: W.Mayes 6-3/263 Sr. Louisiana Tech 
LB: K. Minor 6-2/225 Jr Notre Dame 
LB: G. Cooper 6-3/256 Sr. Louisiana Tech 
LB: LAlexander 6-3/255 Jr, Arkansas St. 
DB: G.Alota 5-10/190 Sr Navy 

DB: J. Noel 6-2/197 Sr _ Louisiana Tech 
DB: D. Sidney 6-2/180 Sr UAB 

DB: A.Rossum 5-8/179 Sr, Notre Dame 
P; H.Smith —6-2/210 J,_—Notre Dame 


i: 


Players To Watch 
Offensive Player of The Year: 
Ron Powlus, QB, Notre Dame 


Defensive Player of The Year: 


Kory Minor, LB, Notre Dame 


Newcomer to Watch: 
Tony Driver, RB, Notre Dame 
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ARMY FACTS 


Coach: Bob Sutton, 6th year, 34-32-1 

’96 Record: 10-2 

Final Rankings: No. 25 AP, No. 24 USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: Michie Stadium, West Point, N.Y. 
(39,929; artificial) 

Returning Starters: 9 (4 off., 3 def., 2 sp. teams) 

Key Players Lost: Kyle Scott, C (ist-team All- 
Independent); C.W. Estes, DT (2nd-team All-Independent); 
Stephen King, LB (2nd-team All-Independent); Scott 
Eichelberger, DE (8rd-team All-Independent); Garland 
Gay, DB (3rd-team All-Independent); Colin Kearns, NG 
(3rd-team All-Independent); Ronnie McAda, QB (3rd- 
team All-Independent) 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Adam Thompson, Sr, 12-17-188 yards, 3 
TDs, 2 INTs 

Rushing: Joe Hewitt, Jr., 141 carries, 839 yards, 6 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): Rod Richardson, ur., 6, 1 TD 
Receiving (Yards): Brad Miller, Sr., 169, 1 TD 
Tackles: Joe Sachitano, Sr., 51 

Sacks: Larry Angles, Jr., 2 

Interceptions: Matt Rogers, Sr., 2 

Punting: Scot Lord, Sr., 40. 9 avg. 


Kicking: None 
Scoring: Bobby Williams, Jr., 48 
1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 
MARSHALL OHIO; W, 37-20 
LAFAYETTE DUKE; W, 35-17 
at Duke at North Texas; W, 27-10 


MIAMI (OHIO) 
at Tulane 
40/18 RUTGERS 


YALE; W, 39-13 
vs. Rutgers; W, 42-21 
TULANE; W, 34-10 


10/25 COLGATE at Miami (Ohio); W, 27-7 
11/8 atAir Force LAFAYETTE; W, 41-21 
11/15 NORTH TEXAS AIR FORCE; W, 23-7 
ke eee) | at Syracuse; L, 42-17 


12/6 vs. Navy vs. Navy; W, 28-24 
vs. Auburn; L, 32-29* 


*Independence Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: A. Thompson (Sr., 5-10, 190) Johnny Goff (Jr, 6-2, 194) 
RB: B. Williams (Jr., 6-1, 201)" _R. Lalumondier (Jr, 6-0, 199)_ 
RB: V. Carpenter (Jr, 5-8, 178)_ John Johnson (So., 5-11, 188)_ 
FB: Joe Hewitt (Jr, 6-1, 200)" Demetrius 2, 6-0, 206) 
WR: R. Richardson (Jr, 5-8, 164) Brad Miller (Sr, 5-11, 186) 
TE: Chris Dunning (Sr., 6-0, 235) T. Unbehagen (Sr., 6-3, 230) 
LT: Dave Beard (Sr., 6-2, 270)" _Rashidi Hodari (Jr., 6-3, 267) 
LG: Neil Ravitz (Jr, 6-3, 268) Nate Allard (Jr., 6-3, 285) 
C: Jeff Enck (Sr., 6-0, 270)" __G. McIngvale (Jr., 6-2, 282) 
RG: J. Chapman (Sr., 6-4, 289)_ Mark Prehar (So., 6-2, 278) 
RT: Matt Yost (Sr, 6-1, 278) Brian Connolly (Jr,, 6-5, 275) _ 


DEFENSE 
DE: Larry Angles (Jr., 6-4, 250)* Brian King (Jr., 6-2, 237) 
DT: Scott Fagan (Sr., 6-1, 273) _B. Kavanaugh (So., 6-2, 244) 
NG: Jeff Forgach (Sr., 6-0, 250) Scott Kozak (So., 6-3, 260) 
DE: D. Hageman (So., 6-2, 239) Nate Smith (Sr., 6-1, 230) 
LB: Mike Coerper (Sr., 6-2, 225) M. Jackson (So., 6-1, 227) 
LB: Scott Sprawls (Sr., 6-1, 221) Kevin Koger (So., 6-1, 225) 
LB: Joe Sachitano (Sr., 6-0, 204)* Brandon Tilford (Jr., 6-2, 212) 
CB: Tim Gatlin (Jr., 5-11, 181) _ Jason Bryant (So., 6-0, 198) _ 
CB: S. Williams (Jr,, 5-10, 168) _ Brandon Holden (So., 5-7, 168) 
SS: Jamar Mullen (Jr., 6-0, 179) Chris Vegas (So., 6-0, 193) 
FS: Robert Brown (Sr., 6-0, 195)" Ken Rowland (Jr., 6-3, 200) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Eric Olsen (Jr., 5-10, 188)" _ Matt Parker (So., 6-2, 174) 
P: Scot Lord (Sr, 6-4, 240)* Graham White (So., 5-10, 184) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 
* The Cadets set a school record for most 
wins in a season with 10 in 1996. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.usma.edu/Athletics 
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¢ ARMY 


It has always been said that one of the 
most scenic places in America to watch a col- 
lege football game is at West Point, N.Y., 
home of the Army Cadets. 

In 1996, Army fans were once again treat- 
ed to the breathtaking views of the Hudson 
River Valley from their seats at Michie 
Stadium. But unlike some recent seasons, this 
time the fans paid more attention to the 
Cadets than to the spectacular autumn colors. 

And with good reason. 

Army made history, winning a school- 
record 10 games, surpassing the nine-win vic- 
tory total of its three national championship 
teams. With its win over rival Navy, the 
Cadets claimed sole possession of the 
Commander in Chief’s Trophy for the first 
time since 1988. Army also played in a bowl 
game (Independence) for the first time since 
1988 and ended up ranked No. 25 in the 
final AP poll. 

Is Army coach Bob Sutton sitting in his 
office these days with his feet up on his desk 
and a big smile on his face? Hardly. 

“We can’t look back because it won't do 
us much good,” said Sutton, who received 
the Bobby Dodd Award for his efforts last 
season. “What we can do is learn from it. 
We can reflect and see the tremendous 
amount of energy that it took to have that 
kind of season. It’s extremely important for 
us to do the same day-to-day 
things to be successful.” 

The 1997 season is Army's 
108th and final as an indepen- 
dent. The Cadets join 
Conference USA in 1998. 


OFFENSE: To match last sea- 
son’s success, Sutton must find 
a replacement at quarterback 
for the graduated Ronnie 
McAda, the first player in 
Army history to record 2,000 
career passing yards and 1,500 
rushing yards. McAda’s likely 
successor is senior Adam 
Thompson. Thompson started 
twice when McAda was injured in '96, but 
he did not practice in the spring, opting to 
play baseball instead. Junior Johnny Goff 
will challenge him. 

Army’s rushing offense, ranked No. 1 last 
season, should be strong again with the top 
three fullbacks returning: junior Joe Hewitt, 
senior Demitrius Perry and junior Ty Amey. 
Hewitt is the top returning rusher (141 car- 
ries, 839 yards). Junior Bobby Williams, the 
Cadets’ leading returning scorer, is a lock to 
start at halfback. 

Senior Jeff Enck will move from guard to 


JOE HEWITT-FB 


center on the line to make up for the loss of 
All-East center Kyle Scott. Senior tackle 
Dave Beard and senior guard Jeremy 
Chapman both started last year. 


DEFENSE: Sutton’s biggest concern is with 
the defensive interior, where no one returns. 
“That is the one area where we are not as 
squared as we would like to be,” Sutton said. 
“We have to put an emphasis on the front in 
order to get back to playing the defense we 
did in 1996.” 

Senior Jeff Forgach will start at nose guard 
and senior Scott Fagan gets the nod at one of 
the tackle positions. Junior 
defensive end Larry Angles 
recorded two sacks last season. 

There’s also major recon- 
struction in the secondary, 
where only junior safety Robert 
Brown is back. 

Army is deepest on defense at 
linebacker. Senior inside line- 
backer Joe Sachitano had 51 
tackles last on, and senior 
Scott Sprawls, also an inside line- 
backer, should emerge as a defen- 
sive star. 


SPECIAL TEAMS: The Cadets 
lose one of the most prolific 
placekickers in school history in KJ. Parker. 
He didn’t miss a single PAT (76) in his career. 
The kicking bloodlines run deep in the 
Parker family; brother Matt will battle for the 
starting job with Eric Olsen. Senior punter 
Scot Lord and his 40.9 avg. return. 


RECRUITING: The service academies aren’t 
allowed to comment on recruits until late 
summer. 


By Mark H. Bickel, the Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) 


Journal 


TWWALOOS AWHY 4O AS3LUNOD OLOHE 


RICK SEWART /ALLSPORT 


CHRIS McCOY-QB 


Every now and then a football program needs 
someone to come along and work a miracle. 

Take Navy for instance. Three years ago 
the Midshipmen were having trouble getting 
out of their own way. Any hope of a winning 
season, or even a .500 record, usually evapo- 
rated by early October. 

Enter Charlie Weatherbie, miracle worker. 

Ever since Weatherbie took the head coach- 
ing job at Annapolis, Md., in 1995, Navy has 
enjoyed nothing but success. The team’s five 
victories in his first year were the most at the 
Naval Academy since 1990. As a follow-up, 
Weatherbie and the Midshipmen 
went out and won nine games last 
season, capped off by an Aloha 
Bowl victory over California on 
Christmas Day in Hawaii. 

How does Weatherbie explain 
the turnaround? Attitude. 

“It has helped a bunch,” 
Weatherbie said. “We came in 
with what we believe is a great sys- 
tem on offense and defense. We 
just had to convince the young 
men that they could be successful 
with this system.” 

Weatherbie’s system produced 
the nation’s fifth best rushing 
offense in 1996, and the Midshipmen estab- 
lished 33 school records. 

All of this has led to loftier goals going into 
the '97 campaign, such as another bowl invita- 
tion, winning the Commander In Chief's tro- 
phy and beating rival Army—something Navy 
has only done once in the last seven years and 
never with Weatherbie at the helm. 


Fill 


OFFENSE: Five starters return on Navy's 
spread offense, led by senior quarterback Chris 
McCoy. McCoy will get Heisman trophy con- 
sideration if he tops last season’s performance. 
He led the Midshipmen in scoring and set the 
school record for rushing touchdowns with 16, 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS _ 
©Win the close games. 
Navy excelled at this 
in 1996, winning four 
of its games by a 
combined 13 points. 
the gap on 


defense created by 
the graduation of line- 
backer Clint Bruce. 
eKeep on running. 
The Midshipmen fin- 


ished fifth 
nation last year in 
rushing offense. 


while running for a school-record 1,228 yards. 
And McCoy’s hardly a one-dimensional player, 
as evidenced by his 272 passing yards in the 
Aloha Bowl. 

“Chris is definitely a great option quarter- 
back, and he has a lot of God-given talent,” 
Weatherbie said. 

When he does throw, McCoy will look to 
junior receivers LeBron Butts and the less expe- 
rienced Mark Mills. Butts caught 14 passes for 
179 yards last season and scored one TD. 

Senior fullback Tim Cannada anchors the 
potent running attack. He was third on the 
team in rushing in '96, scoring two TDs. 
Cannada will look to senior center Brian 
Drechsler to open up some holes. Drechsler has 
started every game during the last two seasons. 
His experience will be needed since both start- 
ing tackles were lost to graduation. 


DEFENSE: Defense has played a big role in 
Navy's recent s , and the Midshipmen will 
have to continue the trend without last year's 
leading tackler and inspirational leader, Clint 
Bruce, who graduated. 

Weatherbie calls Travis Cooley a “Bruce- 
like” player. He was Navy's third leading tackler 
last season. Senior Jason Coffey will fill the 
other linebacker spot, with competition coming 
from senior Rashad Smith, a converted safety. 

The right side of the defensive 
line returns intact, led by junior 
Jason Snider at right tackle. The 
left side is less game-tested with 
senior end Denis Kane and senior 
tackle David Viger. 

Navy has loads of experience in 
the backfield. Senior free safety 
Gervy Alota, a co-captain along 
with McCoy, was second on the 
team in tackles last season, breaking 
up 11 passes and intercepting two. 
Also back is senior comer Sean 
Andrews, one of Navy's top defen- 
sive players over the last three years. 


in the 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Once again the placekick- 
ing duties will be split between junior Tom 
Vanderhorst and sophomore Tim Shubzda. 
Vanderhorst had the better overall statistics last 
season, making six out of 12 FGs and converting 
32 out of 34 PATs. Senior Jason Covarrubias will 
handle the punting duties. He averaged 38.8 
yards per punt as a junior. 


RECRUITING: The service academies aren't 
allowed to comment on recruits until late 
summer. 


By Mark H. Bickel, the Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) 
Journal 


NAVY FACTS 


Coach: Charlie Weatherbie, 2nd year, 14-9; 29-28 
overall 

’96 Record: 9-3 

Home Stadium: Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium, Annapolis, Md. (30,000, grass) 

Returning Starters: 14 (5 off., 7 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Omar Nelson, FB; Ben Fay, QB; 
Clint Bruce, LB; Scott Zimmerman, OT 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Chris McCoy, Sr., 49-109-759 yards, 6 TDs, 
4 INTs 

Rushing: McCoy, 268 carries, 1,228 yards, 16 TDs 
Receiving (Catches): LeBron Butts, Sr, 14 catches, 
17D 

Receiving (Yards): Butts, 179 

Tackles: Gervy Alota, Sr., 107 

Sacks: Jason Snider, Jr, 4 

Interceptions: Rashad Smith, Sr., 4 

Punting: Jason Covarrubias, Sr., 38.8 avg. 

Kicking: Tom Vanderhorst, Jr., 6-12 FGs, 32-34 PATs 
Scoring: McCoy, 102 points 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

Ey Ens a) | at Rutgers; W, 10-6 

9/13 RUTGERS SMU; W, 19-17 

9/20 atSMU at Boston College; L, 43-38 

9/27 at Duke DUKE; W, 64-27 

10/11 AIR FORCE at Air Force; W, 20-17 

10/18 VMI at Wake Forest; W, 47-18 

11/1 atNotre Dame vs. Notre Dame; L, 54-27 

11/8 TEMPLE DELAWARE; W, 30-14 

11/15 COLGATE TULANE; W, 35-21 

11/22 KENT STATE at Georgia Tech; W, 36-26 

12/6 vs. Army vs. Army; L, 28-24 
California; W, 42-38* 
“Aloha Bowl 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
QB: C. McCoy (Sr., 5-10, 191)* Jon Limbert (Jr, 5-10, 195) 
Cannada (Sr., 5-10, 195) Irv Dingle (Jr,, 5-11, 213) 
SB: Pat McGrew (Sr., 6-0, 222)" Maurice White (Sr., 5-10, 200) 


SB: Jason Wolf (Jr., 6-0, 196) _ John Vereen (So., 5-9, 186) 
WR: Mark Mill (Jr., 6-0, 181) Travis Williams (So., 6-4, 185) 


WR: LeBron Butts (Sr., 6-2, 201)" Shane Kenney (Jr., 5-10, 187) 
LT: Michael Wahle (Jr., 6-5, 261) Jared Jacobs (Sr., 6-5, 274) 
.D. Gainey (Sr, 6-1, 281)" Brian Brown (So., 6-2, 265) 
Drechsler (Sr., 5-11, 260)" _K. Hatzidakis (So., 6-2, 250) _ 
RG: David Loya (Sr., 6-1, 282) _ Derek Peterson (Jr., 6-6, 300) 
RT: Blaine Kindler (Jr., 6-0, 255) Kyle Turner (Jr., 6-2, 240) 


DEFENSE 
DE: Denis Kane (Sr. 6-5, 225) _ Brian Wilson (So., 6-2, 240) 
DT: David Viger (Sr., 6-5, 275) _ Greg Adams (Jr., 6-0, 180) 
DT: Jason Snider (Jr, 6-3, 258)" David Ryno (So., 6-3, 235) 
DE: M. Ogden (Sr., 6-1, 235)" __ Mike Marchetti (So., 6-2, 232)_ 
LB: Jason Coffey (Sr, 5-11, 227) Russ Tate (Sr., 5-11, 222) 
LB: Travis Cooley (Sr., 5-11, 232)" Rashad Smith (Sr., 6-0, 205)" 
CB: S. Andrews (Sr., 5-10, 185)* Gary Lane (So., 5-11, 190) 
CB: Gerald Wilson (Sr, 5-11, 196) Enrico Hunter (Jr, 5-11, 191)_ 
SS: Kevin Lewis (Sr., 6-0, 206)" Matt Shubzda (Sr., 6-1, 202) _ 
FS: Gervy Alota (Sr., 5-10, 190)" Adam Crecion (Jr,, 6-0, 200) 
WS: D. Morgan (Jr., 5-10, 202) _Charles Fisher (Sr., 6-1, 200)_ 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: T. Vanderhorst (Jr, 6-0, 185)* Tim Shubzda (So., 6-0, 191) 
P: J. Covarrubias (Sr., 5-10, 181)" Derek Hotchkiss (Jr., 6-3, 220) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONE 

© Quarterback Chris McCoy, a potential 
Heisman candidate, set a school record for 
rushing touchdowns with 16 last season. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 


www.navysports.com 
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NOTRE DAME FACTS 


Coach: Bob Davie, 1st year 

96 Record: 8-3 

Final Rankings: No. 19 AP, No. 21 USA Today/CNN 
Home Stadium: Notre Dame Stadium, South Bend, 
Ind. (80,000; grass) 

Returning Starters: 15 (7 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Key Players Lost: Jeremy Akers, LG; Pete 
Chryplewicz, TE; Emmett Mosley, FL; Marc Edwards, 
FB; Renaldo Wynn, LE; Alton Maiden, NG; Bert Berry, 
LB; Kinnon Tatum, LB; Lyron Cobbins, LB 


LEADING RETURNEE STATISTICS 

Passing: Ron Powlus, Sr., 133-232-1,942 yards, 12 
TDs, 4 INTs 

Rushing: Autry Denson, Jr., 202 carries, 1179 yards, 8 
TDs 

Receiving (Catches): Malcolm Johnson, Sr., 
TDs 

Receiving (Yards): Johnson, 449 

Tackles: Benny Guilbeaux, Jr,. 62 

Sacks: Kory Minor, Jr., 8 

Interceptions: Guilbeaux, 4 

Punting: Hunter Smith, Jr, 43.3 avg. 

Kicking: Jim Sanson, Jr, 6-9 FGs (long 39), 39-45 
PATs 

Scoring: Denson, 66 points 


25, 2 


1997 SCHEDULE 1996 RESULTS 

EY ael <0) ste i=eia | at Vanderbilt; W, 14-7 
9/13 at Purdue PURDUE; W, 35-0 
9/20 MICHIGAN ST. at Texas; W, 27-24 
9/27 at Michigan OHIO ST.; L, 29-16 
10/4 at Stanford WASHINGTON; W, 54-20 
10/11 at Pittsburgh AIR FORCE; L, 20-17 
10/18 USC at Navy; W, 48-21 
10/25 BOSTON COLL. (RR d=KetaAr1:5-4) 

11/1 NAVY PITTSBURGH; W, 60-6 
11/15 at LSU RUTGERS; W, 62-0 
WP Ae | at USC; L, 27-20 


11/29 at Hawaii 


TWO-DEEP ROSTER 


OFFENSE 
jon Powlus (Sr., 6-3, 225)* _J. Jackson (Jr., 6-1, 219) 
e 5-10, TR es ‘Stokes (Sr., 6-0, 205) 

J. Spencer (Jr., 6-1, 248) 
Nelson (So., 5-11, 181) _ 
Jay Johnson (S0., 6-0, 186). 
an O'Leary (So., 6-4, 243) _ John Cerasani (Jr, 6-4, 255) 
i % 3)" _L. Pettigout (Sr., 6-6, 287) 

15)" Rob Mowl (So., 6-5, 294) 
G:R. Kaczenski (Sr, 6-4, 258)" J. Merandi (So. 6-2, 272) 
RG: Jerry Wisne (Jr., 6-6, 295) Tim Ridder (Jr., 6-7, 298) 
RT: C. Clevenger (Sr., 6-7, 312)" Tim Ridder (Jr., 6-7, 298) 


DEFENSE 

DE: M. Dansby (Sr., 6-4, 276)*__Kurt Belisle (Sr., 6-2, 266) 
NG: Lance LeGree (So., 6-1, 271) Antwon Jones (Jr., 6-3, 267) 
DE: Corey Bennett (Sr, 6-1, 253) ‘S. Jordan (Jr, 6-3, 250) _ 
LB: Lamont Bryant Wes 6-3, 243) Bill Mitoulas (Sr., 6-1, 225) 
4, 234)*__M. Strayhorn (Jr., 6-1, 214) 
2,227) _ Ronnie Nicks (So., 6-0, 223) 

10, 228) Joe Thomas (Jr., 6-2, 223) 
: Allen Rossum (Sr., 5-8, 179)* Ty Goode (Sr., 5-11, 184) 
0, 169)" _D. Harper (So., 5-11, 185) 
SS: B. Guilbeaux ( A. Sanders (Jr., 5-11, 188) 
FS: Jarvis Edison (Sr., 6-4, 221)" Deke Cooper (So., 6-3, 209) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K: Scott Cengia (Sr,, 5-10, 181) _ Jim Sanson (So., 5-9, 179)". 
P: Hunter Smith (Jr,, 6-2, 211)" _C. Wachtel (Sr,, 5-11, 207) 


* Denotes returning starter 


MILESTONES 

* Sept. 6 marks the opening of the renovated 
Notre Dame Stadium and Bob Davie’s debut 
as a head coach. 

¢ Ron Powlus—already the school’s leader in 
career TD passes—can break all-time marks 
in passing yards and completions with a 
decent senior season. 


INTERNET ADDRESS 
www.und.com 
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IND Notre Dame 


During rare, quiet moments this spring, Bob 
Davie would sit in his office and gaze out his 
window at the work being done across Juniper 
Road. “It pumped me up,” Davie said. 

The renovation of Notre Dame Stadium is 
now complete. More than 20,000 seats have 
been added to the House that Rockne Built, 
along with refurbished locker rooms and a new 
press box. 

But the most significant change under the 
Dome, of course, is Davie, who succeeded Lou 
Holtz last fall. Davie has gone out of his way not 
to disparage his former boss, but it’s clear that 
the 42-year-old coach is determined to shake 
things up. 

“I want to create the attitude of going out- 
side like you did when you were a little kid and 
you played for the fun of the game,” Davie said. 
“You can be disciplined. You can be hard-nosed. 
But you know what? You can do it with a smile 
on your face.” 

Davie knows that the smiles in South Bend 
last only until his team’s first loss. But he refuses to 
heap pressure on himself; others will do it for him. 

“We're 23-11-1 in the last three years. | 
think that’s impressive, but if you're saying that’s 
a national championship record, you're not 
being realistic,” Davie said. “I just want to take it 
one step at a time.” 


OFFENSE: Quarterback Ron Powlus returns 
for what seems like his 10th season 
in South Bend. Instead of turning 
pro, which he would have done if 
Holtz had stayed, Powlus wanted 
to play in new offensive coordina- 
tor Jim Colletto’s system, which 
will include three-step drops and 
some use of the shotgun. 

Powlus finally has a stable of 
decent receivers. Senior Malcolm 
Johnson is dependable, sophomore Raki Nelson 
has great instincts, and junior Bobby Brown, a 
former track star, was the surprise of spring drills. 
Lightning-fast comerback Allen Rossum might 
even get his hands on the ball. Still, Notre Dame 
is Notre Dame, and with one of the nation’s 
toughest and most experienced offensive lines in 
the fold, the Irish will look first to run. 

Tailback Autry Denson will get most of the 
work; last season the junior became just the sixth 
in Irish history to rush for 1,000 yards. At 
ack, the departure of Mare Edwards kicked 
off a feisty competition between Jamie Spencer 
and Joey Goodspeed. Some fans are clamoring to 
see Jarious Jackson at quarterback, but it looks 
like they'll have to wait another year. 


crowd. 


DEFENSE: Last year’s weakness, the sec- 
is this year’s strength. The team’s top 
ies return, as do the starting corner- 


—GRIESE’S 3 KEYS — 
¢Put the ball in Allen 
Rossum’s hands. 
Find a favorite target! 
for Ron Powlus. 
¢Get more noise from 
the sleepy home 


AUTRY DENSON-RB 


backs, Rossum and Ivory Covington. They'll be 
locked into single coverage much of the season 
because the safeties are going to have their 
hands full stopping the run. 

The inexperienced combination of Bobbie 
Howard and Jimmy Friday will handle middle 
linebacker. Junior drop linebacker Kory Minor is 
an emerging superstar, and defensive end Melvin 
“The Beast” Dansby—the team’s only returning 
starter on the D-line—will be counted on for 
ks than the three he produced in 1996. 

New coordinator Greg Mattison, hired from 
Michigan, promises the Irish will blitz and use 
eight-man fronts to stuff the run on 
first down. 


more sac! 


SPECIAL TEAMS: Hunter “The 
Punter” Smith, who averaged 43.3 
yards per kick, will show off his 
strong leg for a third consecutive 
season. The battle for placekicking 
chores is wide open and might not 
be decided until days before the 
season opener. The underrated Rossum was the 
nation’s top punt returner in '96, going the dis- 
tance three times in 15 attempts. Denson also is 
elusive but has a bad habit of letting punts 
bounce in front of him. 


RECRUITING: Davie's first haul, ranked 10th 
to 12th in the nation by most analysts, was top- 
heavy. Of 26 Reebok All-Americas named, five 
will wear the Gold and Blue. Star tailbacks 
Cooper Rego and Tony Driver should see plenty 
of action early on, while All-Americas Grant 
Irons (linebacker), Jabari Holloway (tight end) 
and Kurt Vollers (offensive tackle) will be 
counted on down the road. The only major 
voids in the class are at defensive line and wide 
receiver. Notre Dame never seems to get 
enough speed, and this year is no exception. 


By Teddy Greenstein, The Chicago Tribune 
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ALA.-BIRMINGHAM Blazers 

Coach: Watson Brown, 3rd year, 10-12, 42-89-1 overall 

‘96 Record: 5-6 overall 

Stadium/Location: Legion Field (83,091)/Birmingham, Ala. 
Key Players Lost: Kenny Causey, WR; Rodney Hudson, QB; 
Joey Roberto, LB; Kevin Tatarek, P 

Returning Starters: 17 (7 off., 9 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 28 at Kansas; Sept. 6 at Memphis; Sept. 13 
at Arizona; Sept. 20 JACKSONVILLE STATE; Sept. 27 at 
Southwestern Louisiana; Oct. 4 WESTERN KENTUCKY; Oct. 
11 at Cincinnati; Nov. 1 at Virginia Tech; Nov. 8 LOUISIANA 
TECH; Nov. 15 TENNESSEE TECH; Nov. 22 at Arkansas State 


OVERVIEW: 9 Alabama-Birmingham’s 1997 
opener against Kansas will provide a true 
measuring stick of how far this program has 
come. You see, back on Sept. 24, 1994, 
UAB —then in its second year of Division |- 
AA competition—played at Kansas, marking 
its first-ever game against a Division I-A foe. 
Now, the Blazers return to the scene of the 
crime—the Jayhawks murdered UAB, 72-0, 
that day in an offensive outburst that Roy 
Williams’ KU hoops squad would be hard- 
pressed to duplicate. 

This time, a completely different team will 
take the field against the Jayhawks. Only 
three players—center Johnny Rea and 
safeties Izell Reese and Alan Willis—remain 
from that squad. This kind of turnover is to be 
expected for a program that’s been forced to 
grow up fast. 


UAB's growth has been quite accelerated. 
In 1989, the Blazers were a club team. Then 
they moved to the Division-III level for three 
years, followed by two more seasons at the [- 
AA level before moving up to I-A status last 
year. And the changes will continue because 
by 1999, the Blazers will be full-fledged, foot- 
ball-playing members of Conference USA. 

But we're getting ahead of ourselves. This 
season, the Blazers will play a hodgepodge of a 
schedule—some games against teams from 
powerful conferences looking for easy “w’s”, 
some against fellow I-A Independents, some 
against future Conference USA foes, and the 
rest against I-AA teams, 

This creative scheduling should allow the 
Blazers (5-6 last season) to once again flirt 
with a .500 record. However, the first order of 
business is to find a starting quarterback from 
among candidates, 
sophomore Ernest Ross (a wide receiver last 
year) and redshirt freshmen Daniel Dixon 
and Lee Jolly. 

No matter who takes the snaps, the run- 
ning game is in good hands. Senior tailback 
Carl Sanders finished the 1996 season ranked 
28th among Division I-A players in rushing 
with 1,154 yards (an average of 104.9 yards 
per game). 

Without an established quarterback, 
Sanders will be hard-pressed to match last 
year’s 6.87 yards per carry, but he should be 


three inexperienced 


able to crack the 1,000-yard barrier again. 
The reason? Four of five starters return on 
the offensive line, led by senior center 
Johnny Rea, a four-year starter, and junior 
right guard Melvin Sidney, one half of the 
Blazers’ talented Sidney brothers. 

The other Sidney brother, senior corner- 
back Dainon Sidney, has the size (6-2, 180), 
speed (he’s the 1997 Conference USA's 
indoor 55-meter champion) and stats (his 
five INTs tied him for 14th in the nation) 
that should have NFL scouts sniffing around 
UAB's campus. Sidney teams with 6-1 Omar 
Parker to form a speedy set of cornerbacks. 

“They're as fast as anybody you'll find in 
the SEC,” said UAB head coach Watson 
Brown, the former Vanderbilt boss. 

The nine returning starters on defense 
will have to adjust to a different scheme 
under new defensive coordinator Bill Clay. 
This year’s approach will be more conserva- 
tive than last. year's all-out attack mode 


against which four opponents registered over 
440 yards of total offense. 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 

¢ Another Grand Season: Tailback Carl 
Sanders must rush for over 1,000 yards 
again. 

© Get Defensive: With nine starters back, 
the defense must get more stingy. 

* Road Warriors: UAB must survive 
early-season road trips to Kansas, 
Memphis and Arizona. 


ARKANSAS STATE Indians 

Coach: Joe Hollis, 1st year 

'96 Record: 4-5-1 

Stadium/Location: Indian Stadium (33,410)/Jonesboro, Ark. 
Key Players Lost: Maurice Harris, SS (1st-team All- 
Independent); Corey Walker, RB (3rd-team All- 
Independent); Jeff Caldwell, K (3rd-team All-Independent) 
Returning Starters: 13 (5 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 at Georgia; Sept. 6 CENTRAL 
ARKANSAS; Sept. 13 at New Mexico State; Sept. 20 
SOUTHERN UTAH; Sept. 27 at Virginia Tech; Oct. 4 SW 
LOUISIANA; Oct. 11 at Memphis; Oct. 18 at Louisiana Tech; 
Nov. 1 at Miami (Fla.); Nov. 8 SW MISSOURI STATE; Nov. 22 
ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM 


OVERVIEW: Joe Hollis, the architect of one of 
college football’s most potent offenses, comes 
to Arkansas State after spending the past five 
years as the offensive coordinator at Ohio 
State. Last year, the Buckeyes averaged over 
450 yards per game in total offense (16th 
nationally) and 39.5 points per contest. In 
addition to his coaching skills, Hollis is a 
proven recruiter, playing a major role in 
OSU's landing of 1995 Heisman Trophy 
winner Eddie George and two-time 
Lombardi winner Orlando Pace. 

His hiring has folks juiced in Jonesboro. 
However, no one is more stoked than 48- 
year-old Hollis himself. “It is a dream come 


true,” Hollis said. 

The hiring of one of America’s most high- 
ly regarded, young offensive minds is a nice 
first step. Of course, Hollis won’t have the 
steady diet of high school All-Americas he 
had at his disposal in Columbus. But the cup- 
board isn’t bare at ASU. Consider that 6- 
foot-1, 205-pound junior quarterback Jeremie 
Watkins is back after throwing 1,481 yards 
with 15 TDs and nine INTs in 1996, despite 
only starting three games. He'll be pushed for 
the starting job by senior Brent Pettus (903 
yards, 4 TDs, 11 INTs), who was the starter at 
the beginning of last season. 

Replacing jack-of-all-trades Corey Walker 
won't be easy. Walker, an adept runner, 
receiver and kick returner, rewrote large 
chunks of the Indians’ record books. Filling 
Walker's cleats will be a little man with big- 
play capabilities, sophomore Lamont Zachery 
(5-8, 170), What Zachery lacks in size, he 
makes up for with foot speed. Last season, the 
mighty mite was the Indians’ leading ground 
gainer (846 yards) and averaged a whopping 
7.4 yards per carry. 

More big-play types return at wide receiv- 
er, led by juniors Lennie Johnson and J.J. 
Washington, a former high school teammate 
of Watkins. The 5-8 Johnson is coming off a 
1996 season during which he caught a team- 
best 47 passes for 796 yards and five TDs. 
Johnson needs one more 100-yard receiving 
game to become the school’s all-time leader 
in that category. He is now tied with current 
Miami Dolphins wide receiver Fred Barnett 
at four. 

Although he is more well-known for his 
ability to generate offense, Hollis’ greatest 
challenge will be overhauling the ASU 
defense. Last season, the Tribe allowed 418.6 
yards and 33.2 points per game. 

Three-fourths of the secondary is gone 
from that team, the lone returnee being 
Chappell Mitchell (2 INTs in 96). The major 
building blocks along the front seven will be 
defensive end Clarence Williams (33 tackles, 


three sacks) and linebackers — Lavell 
Alexander (80 tackles) and Koetter Little (65 
stops). 


Hollis is guardedly optimistic about 
ASU's future. “I can’t promise wins and loss- 
es,” Hollis said. “But one thing I can promise, 
we will run a clean and competitive pro- 
gram.” 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Get Re-Joe-venated: New coach Joe 


Hollis must install his offense quickly. 

¢ More “D”-termined: In each of their last 
four games, the Tribe have given up at 
least 34 points. 

* Feel more at home on the road: The 
Indians averaged just 18 ppg. on the 
road, while surrendering 47 per game. 
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CENTRAL FLORIDA Golden Knights 
Coach: Gene McDowell, 13th year, 81-55 

*96 Record: 5-6 

Stadium/Location; Florida Citrus Bowl (70,188)/Orlando, Fla. 
Key Players Lost: John Bryant, LB; Nakia Reddick, LB; 
Kendrick Thomas, LB; Charlie Pierce, P-K; Tarveres Tate, DT; 
Kevin Stewart, OT; Donald Huzzie, TE 

Returning Starters: 17 (9 off., 7 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30: at Mississippi; Sept. 6 at South Carolina; 
Sept. 13 at Nebraska; Sept. 20 IDAHO; Sept. 27 at Auburn; 
Oct. 4 at Kent; Oct. 11 SAMFORD; Oct. 25 at Mississippi 
State; Nov. 1 at NE Louisiana; Nov. 15 EASTERN MICHIGAN; 
Nov. 22 TOLEDO 


OVERVIEW: For the first time in the 1990s, the 
most potent collegiate passing game in the 
Florida might not belong to Steve Spurrier, 
Bobby Bowden or Butch Davis. This fall, 
Central Florida is armed and awfully danger- 
ous with junior quarterback Daunte 
Culpepper at the controls. In fact, many folks 
feel that the only passer in the state that 
throws a better ball than Culpepper is that 
guy who wears No. 13 for the Dolphins. 

Culpepper was Mr. Football in the state of 
Florida in 1994, Usually, that means an all- 
expense paid, four-year trip to Tallahassee or 
Gainesville. Not in Culpepper’s case. You see, 
his grades were poor heading into his senior 
year, making some schools nervous. However, 
Central Florida remained by his side and their 
loyalty was repaid when Culpepper signed 
with the Golden Knights. 

There may not be a better all-around ath- 
lete playing quarterback in the college game. 
In addition to his rifle arm, Culpepper is built 
like a tight end (6-5, 235), yet he can move 
around in the pocket (4.6 speed in the 40). 

Last season, despite the fact that he missed 
10 quarters of action due to injury, Culpepper 
completed 59.6 percent of his passes for 2,565 
yards and 19 TDs. Among players returning 
from last season, Culpepper is sixth in total 
offense (242.45) and seventh in passing effi- 
ciency (138.6). On the downside, he was 
picked off 15 times last year. 

Culpepper has quite an arsenal of 
receivers, led by returnees Todd Cleveland, 
Mark Nonsant, Rufus Hall and one new face, 
sophomore Siaha Burley (a transfer from 
Mesa (Ariz.) Community College). 

“We have a chance to make some people 
fear our passing game,” Central Florida coach 
Gene McDowell said. 

The two major fears for McDowell's club 
entering this season are whether they can 
establish a ground game (Central Florida was 
No. 107 in rushing offense last season) and 
whether the defense can hold up against 
national power Nebraska and a steady diet of 
SEC foes (Mississippi, South Carolina, 
Auburn and Mississippi State). 

The problem with the ground game 
shouldn’t be the mammoth offensive line, led 
by junior offensive tackle Cornell Green (6-5, 
130 Bob Griese’s College Football 


290). It’s whether McDowell can find a reli- 
able player to tote the ball from among 
returnees Ed Mack, Mike Grant, Mike Huff, 
or converted defensive back Johnie Presley or 
freshman Dwight Collins. 

A questionable defense will be led by 
senior strong safety Donnell Washington (81 
tackles, 1 INT), junior cornerback Reginald 
Doster (65 tackles) and senior passing rusher 
extraordinaire Jermaine Benoit (team-high 8 
sacks). The problem will be a thin lineback- 
ing corps. Starters John Bryant, Nakia 
Reddick and Kendrick Thomas have all grad- 
uated, taking nearly 350 tackles with them. 
Mike Palmer, Deaubrey Devine and Emory 
Green are penciled in as starters at linebacker, 
although impressive JUCO transfer Chris 
Gunn could press for a starting spot. 

“We'll be better this year than we were 
last year,” McDowell said. “Skill wise, we'll be 
better, depth wise we'll be better.” 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Survive tough early road games vs. 


Mississippi, South Carolina, Nebraska 
and Auburn. 

* Give Daunte Culpepper enough time to 
throw the football. 

© Fill gaping holes at linebacker and 
punter, 


LOUISIANA TECH Bulldogs 

Coach: Gary Crowton, 2nd year, 6-5 

‘96 Record: 6-5 

Stadium/Location: Joe Aillet Stadium (30,600)/Ruston, La. 
Key Players Lost: Jason Martin, QB; Chad Mackey, WR; 
Kenneth Gilchrist, OL; Keith Washington, DL 

Returning Starters: 17 (7 off., 8 def., 2 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 BOWLING GREEN; Sept. 13 NORTHEAST 
LOUISIANA; Sept. 20 CENTRAL MICHIGAN; Sept. 27 at 
Arkansas; Oct. 4 vs. California; Oct. 11 at Auburn; Oct. 18 
ARKANSAS STATE; Oct. 25 at Boise State; Nov. 1 at 
Alabama; Nov, 8 at Alabama-Birmingham; Nov. 15 at SW 
Louisiana 


OVERVIEW: The Bulldogs’ Star Wars offense of 
a year ago may not miss a beat this fall. 

Granted, the  record-wrecking _ pass/ 
catch tandem of Jason Martin and Chad 
Mackey is gone. Departing with them were a 
plethora of school marks, many of them for- 
merly owned by a former Super Bowl quarter- 
back named Bradshaw. 

But all may not be so gloomy on the Tech 
campus. Former national JUCO_ passing 
leader Tim Rattay is scheduled to take over 
the quarterbacking duties. The 6-foot-1, 195- 
pound sophomore passed for 253 yards and 
four TDs during the spring game. 

“His arm isn’t as strong as Jason's,” coach 
Gary Crowton said, “but he has other quali- 
ties that make up for it. He’s an extremely 
mobile quarterback and that will add anoth- 
er dimension to our offense. And he’s a very 
smart, knowledgeable player who studies 


the game constantly.” 

Rattay will have plenty of talented, sure- 
handed targets for his precision passes. The 
next Chad Mackey just might be Troy 
Edwards, a 5-10, 195-pound junior who was a 
deep scoring threat every time he touched the 
football last year. Highly touted freshman 
Sean Cangelosi, speedy Larry Wright and 
underrated Steve Hampton add more depth 
to the wide receiver area. 

But Rattay’s tallest throw-to player will be 
Josh Bradley, a 6-7, 275-pound senior who led 
the nation in most TD catches by a tight end 
in 1996 and was an All-Independent selec- 
tion. 

On the offensive line, there’s no missing 
senior tackle Chris Crudup. At 6-1, 375- 
pounds, he is the tallest player in Division I- 
A. He will combine with 6-5, 300-pound 
senior Clay Hopkins as arguably the biggest 
offensive tackle tandem in the country. 

Jitterbugging sophomore Bobby Ray Tell, 
only 5-6, 190, kept Tech fans excited with his 
deceiving moves last year. 

While the Bulldogs ranked among 
Division 1-A’s top scoring (31.9) teams last 
year, they were also among the most chari- 
table. Defensively, Tech had more holes 
than a Swiss cheese factory and the result 
was a relinquishing of several big leads late 


in the game. It also helped squash some 
midseason aspirations of earning a possible 
bowl berth. 

Crowton, subsequently, hired Todd 
Bradford as the new defensive coordinator 
and Bronco Mendenhall as the new. sec- 
ondary coach. Their addition, along with 
seven returning starters and several JUCO 


transfers, should make for noticeable 
improvement. 
Senior middle linebacker Gomeya 


Cooper was a third-team All-Independent 
selection in 1996, while 6-3, 263-pound 
senior end William Mayes developed into 
an excellent pass rusher. An underclassman 
who could make a big impact on the interior 
is Jarrett Procell, a 6-3, 270-pound sopho- 
more tackle. 

John Noel, a free safety, returns after tying 
for the club lead in tackles last year with 129 
and also intercepting four pé 

Tech could be sending its third placekick- 
er in the past several years on to the profes- 
sional ranks. Senior Marty Kent finished in 
the top 15 among 1-A players for field goal 
accuracy with his 13-for-14 production. 


s for 92 yards. 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
© Having quarterback Tim Rattay carry 


over an outstanding spring into the regu- 
lar season. 

* Surviving through another tough sched- 
ule, one that includes such road challenges 
as Alabama, Auburn and Arkansas. 

* Making a big improvement on defense. 


NORTHEAST LOUISIANA Indians 
Coach: Ed Zaunbrecher, 4th year, 12-23 

’96 Record: 5-6 

Stadium/Location: Malone Stadium (30,427)/Monroe, La. 
Key Players Lost: Raymond Philyaw, QB; Donnell Gray, LB; 
Chad Nerenberg, LB; Michael Young, LB; Terrace Dunbar, CB; 
Alonzo Hampton, CB 

Returning Starters: 15 (9 off., 5 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 NICHOLLS ST.; Sept. 6 at Arkansas; Sept. 
13 at Louisiana Tech; Sept. 20 at Georgia; Sept. 27 at 
Oklahoma State; Oct. 4 NORTHWESTERN ST.; Oct. 11 at 
Mississippi State; Oct. 18 at Kentucky; Oct. 25 at 
Southwestern Louisiana; Nov. 1 CENTRAL FLORIDA; Nov. 15 
WESTERN MICHIGAN; Nov. 22 at Hawaii 


OVERVIEW: In three years as a Division I-A 
independent, Northeast Louisiana has faced 
plenty of tough times: Long road trips, games 
against well-established programs and prob- 
lems generating enough funds to compete in 
the NCAA's top classification. But now, the 
Indians may be ready to turn the corner. 

The major reason for optimism around the 
Monroe, La.-based school can be narrowed 
down to one word: depth. That’s something 
that has been missing during the first three 
seasons of coach Ed Zaunbrecher’s reign. But 
now, Coach Z and his staff have been stock- 
piling the talent, from highly regarded high 
school recruits to JUCO transfers. 

The Result? There are at least three play- 
ers listed at every position. Of the 57 letter- 
men included on the 1996 roster, 43 return, 
including 16 starters. 

“To consistently compete at the 1-A level, 
you have to have depth throughout your 
team,” Zaunbrecher said. “If you don’t, it 
means trouble, because injuries and other sit- 


uations can occur during the course of the 
season and you can catch yourself scrambling 
to get somebody ready.” 

That shouldn't be a problem this season 
for the Indians. Nine offensive starters return, 
plus four other players who started in at least 
three games. Six regulars are back on defense 
from last year’s 5-6 club. 

The major loss on offense is quarterback 
Raymond Philyaw, who closed out his career 
as the Indians’ all-time leader in touchdown 
passes (52). His likely successor is Bo Meeks, 
a junior who has completed only 12-of-33 
passes for 131 yards during the last two years. 

But while inexperience trails Meeks, an 
abundance of talented and game-tested 
receivers could take up the slack. Junior 
Marty Booker and sophomore Derrick Bridges 
both earned All-Independent honors in 1996 
after combining for 1,302 yards and nine TDs 
on 73 catches. 

At running back, eight experienced 
players return. The best of the group is 
Marquis Williams, a senior who rushed for 


613 yards and four TDs. 

Who will protect Meeks and his cohorts? 
Seven players who saw starting duty a year 
ago are back to comprise what many long- 
time NLU followers believe could be the one 
of the team’s best ever offensive interiors. 
Included among the returnees are a trio of 
All-Independent picks: senior center Tommy 
Franklin, sophomore guard Shane Pittard and 
junior tackle James Landers. 

When Zaunbrecher hired Drew Fabianich 
last year as his defensive coordinator, he was 
hoping for quick results. He got them. Fab’s 
fabulous unit reduced the Indians’ per-game 
yardage yield nearly 70 yards and did it 
against a tough schedule that included the 
likes of Auburn, Mississippi State and UCLA. 

The chief task facing Fabianich and his 
aides is revamping a graduation-wrecked line- 
backing corps. But there’s also cause for opti- 
mism. Junior Sirl Wright started in two games 
last year, sophomore Desmond Beckwith 
received quality playing time and a highly- 
regarded crop of recruits are expected to make 
a quick impact. 

Three of the interior’s five starters return, 
including All-Independent Newcomer of the 
Year Felix Richardson at tackle. With both 
starting cornerbacks gone, All-Independent 
Freshman of the Year Travis Singleton will 
have to step up even more. The 5-10, 172- 
pounder had 63 tackles, five interceptions 
and three pass break-ups in his college debut. 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Finding a quarterback replacement for 


Raymond Philyaw. 

* Replacing all three starting linebackers 
from last year. 

* Continuing to improve on defense. 


SW LOUISIANA Ragin’ Cajuns 
Coach: Nelson Stokley, 11th year, 59-61-1 

'96 Record: 5-6 

Stadium/Location: Cajun Field (31,000)/Lafayette, La. 

Key Players Lost: Jake Delhomme, QB; Kenyon Cotton, RB; 
Damon Mason, DB 

Returning Starters: 12 (7 off., 4 def., 1 sp. teams) 
Schedule: Aug. 30 at Pittsburgh; Sept. 6 OKLAHOMA STATE; 
Sept. 13 at Texas Tech; Sept. 20 at Texas A&M; Sept. 27 
ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM; Oct. 4 at Arkansas State; Oct. 25 
NE LOUISIANA; Nov. 1 TULANE; Nov. 8 at Washington State; 
Nov. 15 LOUISIANA TECH 


OVERVIEW: Coaches are notorious for grab- 
bing the proverbial crying towel and pouring 
out as many sympathetic feelings as possible. 
Sometimes you want to feel sorry for them, 
but most often you figure it’s just hype to keep 
the opposition off guard. 

But in the case of Southwestern Louisiana 
for 1997, it applies, no doubt about it. Coach 


Nelson Stokley enters his 12th season at the 
school without a multitude of key players, lost 
through either graduation or injuries. 

Overall, the Ragin Cajuns lost four offen- 
sive starters, seven defensive regulars and a 
specialist. Still, there’s no need to call Dr. 
Kevorkian just yet. 

“We've got some strengths on this team,” 
said Stokley, a former LSU quarterback who 
is 59-61-1 lifetime with the program. “We've 
got some inexperience in several places and 
the only way you can overcome that is by 
playing, but this team has a tremendous 
amount of ability. We've got some quality 
young men who have fun playing and like to 
compete.” 

The offense has a marquee performer 
returning in wideout junior Brandon Stokley. 
Yes, he’s the coach's son and he was one of 
Division I-A’s top receivers last year with 81 
catches for 1,160 yards and seven touch- 
downs. Before he leaves the Lafayette school, 
he may very well become the first player in 
NCAA history ever to have four straight 
years of 1,000 or more receiving yards. The 6- 
foot, 183-pounder is on a pace to break the 
national career receiving yardage record. 

Who will be throwing to him? Junior 
quarterback Brian Soignier Jake 
Delhomme's back-up for each of the past two 
years and appears ready for a full-time job. His 
overall athletic ability isn’t a question. He is 


was 


the school record-holder in the decathlon, 
plus is an outdoor javelin champion for the 
Sun Belt Conference. 

Promising sophomore Darren Brister suf- 
fered a knee injury during the spring that is 
due to sideline him for the regular season. His 
absence leaves the USL staff still searching 
for a back. 

Whoever does run, though, will have 
plenty of solid protection. Five starters return, 
including projected early-round NFL draftee 
Anthony Clement (6-8, 348) at tackle. 

The defense will need some instant first 
aid. Who better, then, than “Johnson & 
Johnson?” Cornerbacks Garrett Johnson and 
Charles Johnson combined for 110 tackles 
and two INTs for touchdowns last year. 


GRIESE’S 3 KEYS 
* Brian Soignier quickly adapts to a start- 


ing role. 

¢ Overcome the losses of running backs 
Kenyon Cotton and Darren Brister. 

* Rebuild the offensive line. 


Alabama-Birmingham, Arkansas State and Central 
Florida were written by Bill Doherty. Louisiana Tech, 
Northeast Louisiana and SW Louisiana were written by 
O.K. Davis. 
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I-AA 


Predicted Order 


on © © A WRN 


9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


of Finish 
NA 


MONTANA 

TROY STATE 
NORTHERN ARIZONA 
EAST TENNESSEE STATE 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
FURMAN 

WILLIAM & MARY 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
MURRAY STATE 
JACKSON STATE 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
DELAWARE 

WESTERN ILLINOIS 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
EASTERN KENTUCKY 
VILLANOVA 

EASTERN WASHINGTON 
FLORIDA A&M 
TENN.-CHAT TANOOGA 


Players To Watch 
Offensive Player of the Year: 
DeMingo Graham, OL, Hofstra 


Defensive Player of the Year: 
Ronnie Merritt, LB, Murray State 
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3 Biggest Games 
> OCT. 4 E. TENNESSEE ST. AT 
APPALACHIAN ST. 


> OCT. 18 YOUNGSTOWN ST. AT 
NORTHERN IOWA 


> OCT. 25 MONTANA AT 
NORTHERN ARIZONA 


All-I1-AA Team 

OFFENSE 

Pos. Player HL. Yr. College 

QB B.AhYat 6-2/185 Jr Montana 

RB R.Greene 5-8/172 Sr. Siena 

RB C.Mathis 5-10/196 Sr. S.W. Texas 

WR J.Cannon 6-1/180 Sr. S.W. Missouri St 
WR C. Batts 6-0/175 Sr. Delaware 

WR J.Adderly 6-2/195 Jr. Bethune-Cookman 
OL D.Graham 6-4/300 Sr. Hofstra 

OL J. Beyer 6-5/295 Sr. William & Mary 
OL J. Nails 6-7/377_ Sr. Florida A&M 

OL TrCloss  6-5/306 Sr. Connecticut 

OL D,Finn 6-4/290 Sr. Northern Arizona 
PK D.Ettinger 6-0/215 Sr. Hofstra 


DEFENSE 

DL B.Dailer 6-3/231 Sr. Furman 

DL M.Crispino 6-1/286 Jr. NewHampshire 
DL N.Smith 6-5/240 + =Sr. Montana State 
DL C.James  6-1/239 Sr. Stephen F. Austin 
LB R.Merritt 6-2/225 Sr. Murray State 
LB J.Crebo 6-4/225 Sr. Montana 

LB J.Trotter  6-3/240 Jr. Stephen F. Austin 
DB R.Faugue 6-1/190 Sr. Tenn.-Chatt. 

DB T.Talton 6-0/189 Sr. Northern lowa 
DB F.Spraggins 5-11/170 Jr. Western Illinois 
DB K.Thomas 6-2/185 Sr. Murray State 

P T.Zurfluh 6-0/185 Sr. E. Washington 


ATLANTIC 10 


By Tom Tomashek 
IMMYE LAYCOCK BEGAN THE 1996 SEASON LAMENTING WHAT HE CONSIDERED TO 
be one of the biggest rebuilding seasons in his 17 years at William & Mary. 

Four months later the Tribe owned the Yankee Conference title outright and made 
an admirable showing in the NCAA playoffs with a 45-6 romp over Jackson State 
and an overtime loss to Northern Iowa. Need you ask who will be the favorite in this 
year’s Atlantic 10 Football Conference, the same 12-team alliance operating with a 
new logo and letterhead? 

“Obviously, last season was a big year for us as a program,” Laycock said. “Winning 
our first conference title and finishing in the top five nationally was a great accomplish- 
ment for a team that entered the season with 10 players claiming starting experience.” 
Any Laycock complaints entering this season will fall on deaf ears. The coach with a 
43-15 record over the last five years has 15 starters back from a team that led the league 
in total offense (390.6), total defense (231.8) and third in turnover ratio (plus-8). 

Offensively, W&M returns the one-two punch of quarterback Mike Cook, the 
leader in passing (144.6 rating) and total offense (231.7) and tailback Alvin Porch, 
who rushed for more than 1,200 yards. Defensively, the Tribe loses defensive back 
Darren Sharper but returns the remainder of its secondary and several key players up 
front led by all-league lineman Luke Cullinane and second-team all-league linebacker 
Jude Waddy. 

But overall, the league has the strongest look in years, and W&M—overwhelming 
in only two of its seven conference victories last season—could be pushed from sever- 
al directions. From the Mid-Atlantic Division, Villanova, Delaware and Richmond 
are optimistically preparing for the 1997 season as are New Hampshire, Connecticut 
and Maine from the New England Division Villanova and Delaware, the Yankee 
Conference's two postseason wildcard selections last season, each has more than half 
its starters back from book-end 8-4 seasons and New Hampshire, 8-3 but shunned by 
the NCAA Tournament selection committee, has 15 starters back to make a point. 


MIDDLE-ATLANTIC DIVISION 

1. WILLIAM & MARY TRIBE 

OVERVIEW: Laycock certainly doesn’t want 
to hear it, but his Tribe has to be a legiti- 
mate national contender based on last year 
(9-2 overall, 7-1 conf.), what he has com- 
ing back from last year and the fact that 
Marshall has Division I-A. 
Offensively, the Tribe return quarterback 
Mike Cook and tailback Alvin Porch 
whose statistics rivaled any of the best pro- 
duced at those two positions in Laycock’s 
steady and sometimes volatile multiple 
offense. They are back, along with four of 
last year’s top five receivers and three start- 
ing linemen led by guard Dan Rossentini, a 
second all-league lineman. Back on defense 
are all-league end Luke Cullinane (12 
sacks), third-team all-league tackle Pete 
Coyne and linebacker Judy Waddy (123 
tackles) and three starting backs led by 
strong safety Sean McDermott (114 tack- 
les). “The key will once again be how well 
the veteran players respond to the chal- 
lenge of providing quality leadership,” 
Laycock said, “and finding some younger 
players to step up at key positions.” 


moved to 
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Atianti Team 

OFFENSE 

Player 
M.Cook 


Pos. 


College Yr. 


reh 
WR E. Conti 


Villa 


TE J. Kavanaugh Villanova So. 


DB L. Robinson 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


RS —EConti 
B. Costello 


2. DELAWARE BLUE HENS 

OVERVIEW: Back are eight starters and several 
formidable backups on what could be one of 
coach Tubby Raymond's strongest defenses 
since Delaware (8-3, 6-2) moved to I-AA in 
1980, Back also are the makings of a solid 
Wing-T offense that could rely more on the 


ng game and running backs and less on 
the quarterback option. 

With Hamlett struggling, the Blue Hen 
offense gained only 323.8 yards per game, one of 
the three lowest outputs in Raymond's 33 years 
as Blue Hen head coach. Raymond will rely on 
either sophomore Brian Ginn or redshirt fresh- 
man Matt Nagy to guide this year’s offense, but 
they will rely much less on running than 
Hamlett and more with outstanding receivers in 
Eddie Conti (47 catches, 889 yards) and 
Courtney Batts (43 catches, 826 yards) and full- 
back Andre Thompson (675 rushing yards). 

Raymond was disappointed with last year’s 
offensive struggles, and is counting on both 
his offense and his defense to help improve 
the situation. “We didn’t give up a lot of 


pass 
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points but our offense got the ball inside our 
own 20 and 30 too often,” Raymond said. 
“We have to be more aggressive, force more 
three-and-out situations and create more 
fumbles to give our offense a chance.” 


3. VILLANOVA WIL DCATS 

OVERVIEW: Villanova’s season depends on 
whether redshirt freshman Chris Boden or 
sophomore Chris Gicking can adequately 
replace QB Clint Park, a catalyst in the pro- 
gram’s recovery. 

“We have a lot of skill players back on 
offense. The key is rebuilding the line and 
getting them to be a cohesive unit with the 
quarterback,” Talley said of a team that last 
year led conference scoring with a 31.7 aver- 
age. “Defensively, we have a great deal of 
experience back. We have more speed on 
defense. The important thing will be for us to 
be as opportunistic in the turnover depart- 
ment last year [a league-high 38 takeaways].” 
Beden or Gicking will be supported by tail- 
back Curtis Sifford (1,001, 5.2 per carry) and 
the league's leading receiver in All-America 
Brian Finneran (81 receptions, 1,207 yards, 8 
TDs). Finneran’s twin brother, Brad, had 30 
catches last season in a receiving corps that 
also includes three outstanding freshman can- 
idates and returning 6-7, 230-pound tight end 
Joe Kavanaugh (11 catches, 67 yards) who 
missed much of the season with a knee injury. 

Eight players with starting experience 
return on defense, including strong. safety 
Shannon Riley (93 tackles, 4 INTs), and line- 
man Chris Machovina and Derek Forgione. 


4, RICHMOND SPIDERS 

OVERVIEW: OK, the Spiders finished 2-9, 1-7 
and lost their last seven games to finish with 
the league’s worst record. However, coach Jim 
Reid has 17 starters back from a team that lost 
five games by a touchdown or less. The key 
for Richmond will be to find an offense with 
characteristics closer to those of the Spider 
defense, first against the pass (141.5), second 
in scoring defense (17.9) and third in overall 
defense (269.0). For that to happen, the quar- 
terbacking has to improve. “Anybody who 
follows football and came to our games knows 
that the quarterback position is the one posi- 
tion where we really need some improve- 
ment,” Reid said. 

So, even though Reid can only hope Jasper 
Pendergrass will step up to replace tailback 
Minoso Rodgers (979 yards or 36 percent of 
Richmond's offensive output), the focus in 
spring was on junior Matt Shannon, Joe 
Elrod'’s 1996 backup, and sophomore Jimmie 
Miles. Shannon has experience, having start- 
ed three times last season, but Miles is deemed 
to have the stronger arm and more speed. 

No decision is expected until sometime in 
August, when Reid continues to tinker with a 
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slightly-revised offense, a “zoneblocking 
approach,” a system affording backs more 
time to read prospective holes or room on the 
outside. Reid’s defensive adjustments should 
be minimal. 

The Spiders return 10 players with starting 
experience led by free safety Lamont Neal and 
linebacker Gary Goodwin, among the league's 
leading tacklers with 107 each. Tackle Mare 
Megna and end Steve Quander are two other 
key returnees, having finished second- and 
third-team, respectively, in the league. 


5. JAMES MADISON DUKES 

OVERVIEW: When Alex Wood arrived at 
JMU, the former Wake Forest assistant inher- 
ited a team with promise, but after a 6-1 that 
promise faded into a lackluster 7-4, 5-3 finish. 
This season he faces rebuilding after the loss 
of 13 starters and 21 lettermen, with most of 
the losses being key offer 

“We're real young,” Maddox. said. “The 
younger guys, the guys who haven't played...well, 
they maybe have something to prove to them- 
selves, that they can play at this level.” 

Some of the younger players might be in 
better shape position-wise than Maddox, who 
last year in six starts didn’t show enough to 
avoid a spring sweepstakes with his 1996 
backup John DeFilippo and redshirt freshman 
Benny Griffin. The competition could have 
been more intense if Craig Akins, a quarter- 
back transfer from Colorado State, hadn’t 
heen converted to wide receiver to help bol- 
ster that area. 

Top returnees include the starting three 
inebackers—Doug Bigelow, Jason Parmer 
and Marcus Ordonez. 


ive personnel. 


6. NORTHEASTERN HUSKIES 

OVERVIEW: It’s time for the good times to roll 
for Northeastern, (6-5, 3-5), which has 17 
returning starters including seven members of 
a volatile offense, and 10 defensive starters 
from a unit second in total defense (266.6). 
“Obviously, we would like to continue to 
build on the success of last season. We beat 
three strong teams [JMU, Boston College and 
New Hampshire] to close the year and I think 
that gave our kids a lot of confidence,” coach 
Barry Gallup said. 


NEW ENGLAND DIVISION 

1, NEW HAMPSHIRE WILDCATS 

OVERVIEW: New Hampshire's 1997 season 
ended in disgust for coach Bill Bowes and his 
Wildcats, (8-3, 6-2) shunned by the NCAA 
Tournament selection committee. But Bowes, 
the league’s dean of coaches, has 15 starters 
back from that squad, including tailback Jerry 
Azumah, one of the top four offensive lines in 
his 26 seasons at UNH and eight defensive 
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starters. “We feel we are going to be extreme- 
ly strong offensively,” Bowes said. 


2. CONNECTICUT HUSKIES 

OVERVIEW: When Skip Holtz arrived in 
Storrs, big things were expected of UConn 
football; after all, doesn’t the Holtz family do 
magic tricks? But after three seasons, 
UConn, (5-6, 3-5), still remains the only 
conference team never to have reached the 
NCAA postseason. Holtz, though, has 17 
returning starters and 45 lettermen back this 
year. “There are some intangible question 
marks we need to answer,” Holtz said. 
“Who's going to step up and be a leader on 
the field, in the huddle? We didn’t have a 
real bell cow last year.” 


3. MAINE BLACK BEARS 

OVERVIEW: Maine was the surprise team last sea- 
son, coming off three consecutive 3-8 seasons to 
finish 7-4, 5-3. Call it a fluke if you will, but 
Coach Jack Cosgrove-last year’s Conference 
Coach of the Year—is expecting more from a 
team with 15 starters including Mickey Fein, a 
potential all-conference quarterback, and nine 
regulars from a crowd that gave up only 308.5 
yards and 19.3 points per game. 


4, RHODE ISLAND RAMS 

OVERVIEW: Rhode Island went from almost 
making the NCAA playoffs in 1995 to finish- 
ing 4-7, 2-6. 

Time will tell whether 13 starters and 34 
lettermen will be enough to regain the pro- 
gram’s momentum but Billy Jack Haskins, a 
University of Kentucky transfer, could provide 
some offensive spark to get things rolling again. 


5, MASSACHUSETTS MINUTEMEN 

OVERVIEW: Coach Bob Hodges has work to do 
before next September. He must replace 12 of 
his 22 regulars including his top two running 
backs, four offensive lineman and six mem- 
bers of a defense that finished last in total 
defense (371.9). “These kids have proved 
they have good character and that’s what we 
build on, that character,” Hodges said. 


6. BOSTON UNIVERSITY TERRIERS 

OVERVIEW: Word from BU is that rebuilding- 
season No. 1 will be followed by rebuilding- 
season No. 2, with the basic difference being a 
little more experience. The rebuilding contin- 
ues on both offense and defense. The Terriers 
gained only 239.2 yards per game and gave up 
371.9 en route to an 0-8 conference season 
and a 1-10 overall record. They also had the 
worst turnover ratio with a minus-18. “Our 
goal is to be more competitive in the league 
than we were last year, because we weren't 
competitive at all,” coach Tom Casella said. 


Big Sky 


By Jeff Robinson 


EFENDING BiG Sky CONFERENCE CHAMP MONTANA HAS MADE BACK-TO-BACK 

appearances in the Division I-AA title game, and won it all in 1995. But the 
graduation-depleted Grizzlies have to settle for being the league’s second-best team this 
year. Northern Arizona—the Big Sky runner-up in ’95 and '96—is the favorite mainly 
because of its large offensive line (averaging 6-feet-4 and 311 pounds per man) and 
sophomore quarterback Travis Brown (3,398 yards and 23 touchdowns in ’96). 


Players to Watch 


1. NORTHERN ARIZONA LUMBERJACKS 
OVERVIEW: Coach Steve Axman’s Lumberjacks 
(9-3 overall, 6-1 conference) set or tied 14 
NCAA offensive records on the way to their 
first-ever -AA playoff appearance. They have 
17 starters back. QB Brown lines up behind a 
line featuring four returning starters, led by 
first-team All-America Dan Finn. Defensively, 
NAU returns three of four backfield starters, all 
three of its linebackers and All-America end 
candidate Nick Petrucci. 


2. MONTANA GRIZZLIES 

OVERVIEW: Second-year coach Mick Dennehy’s 
biggest concern lies with his defense, where 
linebacker Jason Crebo, the Big Sky Defensive 
Player of the Year, is the only returnee. 
Montana's (14-1, 7-0) offense has six starters 
back, including first-team All-America QB Ah 
Yat. However, the sophomore saw his favorite 
receiver, Joe Douglass, and the team’s best 
offensive linemen, Mike Agee and David 
Kempfert, graduate. 


3, EASTERN WASHINGTON EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: The Eagles (6-5, 3-4) lost to the 
league’s top three teams—Montana, NAU and 
Weber—by a combined total of nine points last 
season. They could make a playoff run this year. 


Second-team All-Americas Derek Strey 
(linebacker) and Maurice Perigo (free safety) 
head one of the league’s most physical defenses. 
Offensively, senior QB Harry Leons pulls the 
trigger for a unit that returns its No. 2 rusher, 
Rex Prescott, and its best lineman, offensive 


guard Jim Buzzard (6-3, 260). 


4. MONTANA STATE BOBCATS 

OVERVIEW: The Bobcats (6-5, 3-4) have per- 
haps the best receiving corps in the Big Sky, 
which is ironic considering their 252 pass 
attempts in '96 were a league low. Junior QB 
Rob Compson, a third-year starter, has a 
favorite target in classmate Chip Hobbs, who 
averaged 17.7 yards per catch. MSU's defense is 
led by tackle Ty O'Connor and end Neal 
Smith, who has emerged from the shadow of 
graduated All-America Devlan Geddes. 


5. WEBER STATE WILDCATS 

OVERVIEW: If Weber State (7-4, 4-3) could get 
Scott Shields to play quarterback, the Wildcats 
might again be a force in the Big Sky. Shields, 
an All-America multi-purpose player, snared 
10 interceptions (2nd in the nation) as a free 
safety and was first-team All-Big Sky at punter 
and placekicker. All-America tight end Cam 
Quayle and all-league receiver Taurus McGhee 
headline WSU’s offense, while top tackler 
David Stroshine anchors the defense. 


6. PORTLAND STATE VIKINGS 

OVERVIEW: PSU's (7-4, 4-3) ranks have been 
bolstered by seven Division I-A transfers and 
19 redshirt freshmen. Idaho transfer Jerome 
Allen enriches a talented receiving corps that 
includes tight end Jim Craft and Brian Harris. 
Linebackers Tom Matijacic and Terrance 
Frederick, first-team and honorable mention 
All-Big Sky, respectively, lead the defense. 


7. CAL STATE-NORTHRIDGE MATADORS 
OVERVIEW: Former coach Dave Baldwin's rapid 
turnaround of the Matadors (7-4, 4-3) helped 
him jump up to Division I-A San Jose State, 
but his departure might have sent his former 
team spiraling in a different direction. 

Jim Fenwick (L.A. Valley JC) is the pro- 
gram’s third coach in four seasons. He inherits 
a team with plenty of talent and some familiar 
faces. Aaron Flowers, the league’s newcomer of 
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Bickel 


DL Neil Smith 
DL Nick Petrucci 
Steve Mattson 


Montana State 
N. Arizona 
‘E.Washington 6-5 


Montana 


LB — Creto 


Bo Strey EE. Washington 6-3/230 Sr. 
DB Bennie Herron CS-Northridge 5-9/170 Jr. 
DB Samaji Akili N. Arizona 5-9/170 Sr. 
DB Maurice Perigo E.Washington 5-9/170 Sr. 
DB Scott Shields 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

SoottShields Weber State 6-4/210 Jr. 
P Scott Shields Weber State 6-4/210 Jr. 
RS Ricky Pearsall N. Arizona 5-9/170 Sr. 


the year in "96, played for Fenwick at L.A. 
Valley; so did Cameron Perry, the BSC’s No. 4 
receiver with 57 catches last year. 


8. IDAHO STATE BENGALS 

OVERVIEW: Ground zero. That's where first-year 
Idaho State coach Tom Walsh's rebuilding 
effort begins. There are two home-grown quar- 
terbacks to run his offense: four-game starter 
Gary Anderson and Kevin McCarthy, a former 
Idaho prep player of the year. All-league out- 
side linebacker Telly Lockette is the best player 
on a defense that returns seven starters. 


9. CAL STATE-SACRAMENTO HORNETS 
OVERVIEW: The Hornets (1-10, 0-7) return one 
starter each on the offensive line and in the 
defensive backfield. There’s hope that the 
return of leading receivers Carlos Smith (53 
catches, 738 yards) and Tyrone Taylor (46-743) 
will buy time for inexperienced teammates. 


Jeff Robinson covers the Big Sky for the Bozeman 
(Mont.) Chronicle. 
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Gateway 


By Doug Newhoff 


pe I-AA POWER YOUNGSTOWN STATE HAS MOVED INTO THE GATEWAY 
neighborhood, but it remains Northern Iowa’s stomping ground. New Panther 
coach Mike Dunbar, former Toledo offensive coordinator, brings a winning resumé to 
Cedar Falls, and the conviction to turn the Gateway Conference into the gateway to a 


I-AA national championship. 


“They've been beating the door down in the national playoffs around here, and obvi- 
ously, our goal is to win the national championship,” said Dunbar, whose Northern Iowa 
team takes aim at an eighth straight league title. “We know the expectation level is high.” 


Players to Watch 


NZO 


Kawanza 


1, NORTHERN IOWA PANTHERS 
OVERVIEW: Dunbar brings a reputation for 
explosive offense to a Panther program that 
returns four all-league offensive players from a 
team that went 12-2 overall (6-0 Gateway). 
Three of them—Andy Pattee, Chris Clapp 
and Brad Meester—anchor an awesome 
offensive line while the fourth is big-play 
threat Alonzo Clayton, who caught 56 passes 
for 1,116 yards and six TDs. 

Defense is another strength. Cornerback 
Ty Talton is an All-America candidate, and 
lineman Erik Nelson has talent. 


2. YOUNGSTOWN STATE PENGUINS 
OVERVIEW: A welcomed addition to the 
Gateway, the Penguins (8-3) are just two sea- 
sons removed from a stretch during which the 
school won three national titles. 

The Gateway grind, as well as non-league 
tests against Hofstra, Boston U. and Kent 
State, will be tough, but 12th-year coach Jim 
Tressel (95-44-2) returns 19 veterans. 

Demond Tidwell and Jared Zwick will bat- 
tle for the quarterback position after sharing 
it last season. The Penguins also have their 
top rushers back in Adrian Brown (164-655, 
11 TDs) and Jake Andreadis, and their top 
receivers in Renauld Ray (25-507, 2 TDs) 
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and Willis Marshall (24-305, | TD). 

Defensively, the top four tacklers are back 
among nine returning starters from a unit 
that allowed 11.6 points per game. 


3. SOUTHWEST MISSOURI STATE BEARS 
OVERVIEW: Coach Del Miller has realigned 
his staff for his third season, and the Bears 
(3-2, 7-4) appear to have a considerable 
rebuilding job to do on defense. 

The offensive line is solid with first-team 
all-league tackle Brad Kubik and fellow veter- 
ans Ryan Touhey, Jason Whittle and Aaron 
Light. Quarterback Jeremy Hoog threw for 
almost 2,200 yards with 12 TDs. Defensively, 
the Bears suffered an unexpected loss when 
cornerback Ron Washington was seriously 
injured in an offseason auto accident. 


4, WESTERN ILLINOIS LEATHERNECKS 
OVERVIEW: As usual, the Leathernecks are 
the league’s mystery team. They'll ask a 
handful of transfers to fill in around the 
nucleus of a squad that went 9-3 overall and 
3-2 in the Gateway and made the playoffs for 
the first time since 1991. 

Coach Randy Ball, 42-36-1 in seven sea- 
sons, can count on 63-percent passer Jeff 
Hecklinski (1,739 yards, 5 TDs), but lacks a 
reliable downfield threat. 

Defensively, the Leathernecks suffered 
heavy losses along the line of scrimmage. 


5. INDIANA STATE SYCAMORES 
OVERVIEW: Despite the loss of five all- 
Gateway players, ISU (6-5, 3-2) could have its 
third straight winning season. For that to hap- 
pen, the offense will have to be better. It will be 
hard to be any less productive than last year’s 
unit, which ranked among the bottom third of 
L-AA teams in passing and total offense. 
Defensively, free safety Robert High is 
one of the league’s best defensive backs and 
lineman Shannon Jackson is solid (7 sacks). 


6, ILLINOIS STATE REDBIRDS 
OVERVIEW: Illinois State (3-8, 0-5) will be 
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hard-pressed to make a quantum leap in 1997 
as coach Todd Berry begins his second season. 
Although 12 starters return, Berry will field a 
new quarterback, running back, and two new 
offensive linemen. 

Defensively, the secondary is unproven— 
but there is quality and experience returning 
up front and at linebacker. Larry Fitzpatrick 
(nine sacks) is the leader on the line. 


7. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SALUKIS 
OVERVIEW: New coach Jan Quarless isn’t 
promising miracles as he takes over a program 
that has resided among the Gateway’s lower 
division for eight of the last nine seasons. 
“There's quite a bit of work to be done, 
and I'm certain we're not going to be able to 
do it all overnight,” he said. 
The Salukis (5-6, 1-4) return five offen- 
sive starters and four on the defensive side, 
plus placekicker Matt Simonton. 


Doug Newhoff is a staff writer for the Waterloo 
(Iowa) Courier. 


Iwy League 


By Bill Doherty 


TT: ANCIENT EIGHT HAS UNDERGONE A MAJOR FACELIFT SINCE THE END OF 
last season. Legendary Yale coach Carm Cozza has stepped down, ending 
his 32-year reign as the school’s head man. And Princeton’s historic Palmer 
Stadium, the home of Tigers football since 1914, has been torn down. So, 
when handicapping the 1997 race, one must look for a rarity in these rapidly 
changing times: a sure thing. If there is any such animal in the Ivy this fall, it’s 


Harvard's defensive unit. 


Players to Watch 


| Predicted Order of Finish 


1, HARVARD CRIMSON 
OVERVIEW: Harvard (4-6 conference, 2-5 
overall) has to fill a void at running back, 
where Eion Hu (the school’s all-time leading 
rusher) ruled. Candidates include converted 
defensive back Troy Jones, a junior, along 
with sophomore Chris Menick (326 yards, 2 
touchdowns in ’96). 

This fall, folks will be hard-pressed to find 
a stingier defense in I-AA football than 
Harvard's. The strength of this unit is its front 
fours paced by bookends Chris Smith (10.5 
sacks in 96) and Tim Fleiszer (4.5). 


2. DARTMOUTH BIG GREEN 

OVERVIEW: If the Big Green (10-0, 7-0) are to 
continue their l-AA-best 17-game win streak, 
the defense can’t rest. Seniors Lloyd Lee and 
Zack Walz are bonafide All-America candi- 
dates at their respective positions. Lee, a safe- 
ty, set a school record with seven INTs in 
1996, while Walz (111 tackles in '96) is a 
two-time first-team All-Ivy selection at inside 
linebacker. 


3. CORNELL BIG RED 

OVERVIEW: Since the ground game is more 
of a question mark for the Big Red (4-6, 4-3) 
this season, look for senior quarterback 
Scott Carroll to shoulder more of the 
offensive load. 


4, COLUMBIA | ONS 

OVERVIEW: To make a run at the league 
crown, Columbia (8-2, 5-2) needs a big sea- 
son out of senior quarterback Bobby 
Thomason. He has the talent to be an All- 
Ivy player, but his 1996 stats (1,264 yards, 7 
TDs, 11 INTs) weren't as gaudy as expected 
because he suffered a broken bone in his 
throwing hand early. Making life easier for 
Thomason is the fact that he has someone 
to hand the ball off to in junior workhorse 
Jason Bivens (school-record 239 carries, 


649 yards. 


5. BROWN BEARS 

OVERVIEW: Coach Mark Whipple, the man 
responsible for reviving Brown’s (5-5, 4-3) 
gridiron fortunes, must plug gaping holes in 
an offense that has led the league in passing 
for the past two seasons. Senior Anthony 
Ames and sophomore James Perry will bat- 
tle to replace All-lIvy QB Jason 
McCullough. Neither Ames nor Perry com- 
pleted a pass last season. 

Other new faces will be found at tailback 
and tight end, but honorable mention All- 
America wide receiver Sean Morey (60 
catches, 939 yards, seven TDs) is back. 
Morey, the team’s fastest player, needs just 24 
receptions to shatter the school’s all-time 
receiving record of 123 catches held by Rodd 
Torbert (1989-91). 


6. PRINCETON T|GERS 

OVERVIEW: The strength of Princeton (3-7, 
2-5) is the defense, led by All-America can- 
didate Damani Leech. The senior defensive 
back had four INTs last season and stands 
eight shy of the school record held by Dean 
Cain (best known for deflecting passes from 
Terri Hatcher on TV's “Superman”). 


7. PENNSYLVANIA QUAKERS 

OVERVIEW: Last season, the Quakers (5-5, 
3-4) were hurt by the departure of quarter- 
back Mark DeRosa, who left school early to 
sign with baseball’s Atlanta Braves. 
DeRosa’s replacement has arrived in the 
person of senior Matt Rader, a transfer from 
Duke. The 6-foot-4, 225 pound Rader is 
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ultra-talented and an instant impact player. 

The Penn defense gets better the further 
back you look. The secondary is the 
strongest link, led by senior captain John 
Bishop (5 INTs). Fifth-year senior tackle 
Mitch Marrow (6-3, 275) anchors the 
defensive line. 


8. YALE BULLDOGS 

OVERVIEW: Item number one on new 
coach Jack Siedlecki’s agenda will be 
finding a quarterback. Only senior Ben 
Steinberg has taken a snap in a varsity 
game. So expect Siedlecki to rely heavily 
on senior tailback Jabbar Craigwell in the 
early going. Craigwell (456 yards) missed 
four games with a knee injury in 1996, 
but returned to finish the season with 
two 100-yard games in the final three 
weekends. 

All-Ivy defensive end Isaiah Wilson led 
Yale (2-8, 1-6) with eight sacks and 20 
tackles, but there is talk of moving him to 
linebacker. 
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MAAC 


By Joshua I. Borkin 


A the past, the top-heavy MAAC conference appears to be dominated by 
quesne, Georgetown, and Marist. The success of these teams is due to the inexpe- 
rience of several programs and lack of depth throughout the conference. 


1. DUQUESNE DUKES 

OVERVIEW: The two-time MAAC confer- 
ence champs will once again field a power- 
ful team consisting of 18 returning starters, 


four All-Americas, and eight All- 
Conference players. Last year’s squad (10-1 
overall, 8-0 conf.) led the nation in 
Division I-AA scoring defense, allowing 
only 10.1 points per game. The high-pow- 
ered offense is led by quarterback Dave 
Loya, who completed 50 percent of his pass- 
es for 1,932 yards and 18 TDs. The running 
game is led by Andre Hatcher, who ran for 
1,145 yards and 12 TDs. The nation’s best 
defense is centered around All-America 
linebacker Matt Fisher. 


2. GEORGETOWN HOYAS 
OVERVIEW: The Hoyas finished an impressive 
7-3 overall (7-1 MAAC) to capture second 
place in the conference. The 1997 team will 
return 55 letter winners and 17 starters, 
which has coach Bob Benson most optimistic. 
Leading the improved offense will be All- 
MAAC tailback Steve lorio, who rushed for 
890 yards and 7 TDs, averaging 5.2 yards per 
carry and 111.2 yards per game. The experi- 
enced offensive line returns two All MAAC 
linemen: tackle Sean Brady and guard Steve 
Ozeranic. Second team All-MAAC line- 
backer Mike Lynn keys the defense. 
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3. MARIST RED FOXES 

OVERVIEW: As in the past, Marist (7-3, 6-2) 
will be tough. The strength of the 1997 
squad lies in the experience of the 31 return- 
ing seniors. The Red Foxes will have compe- 
tition at the starting quarterback position 
between senior co-captain Jim Daley and 
junior Jim Tramaglini. Both will benefit from 
a veteran offensive line featuring tackle 
Chris Plant. The talented defensive back- 
field is led by four-year starter Mario Wilson. 


4, ST. JOHN’S RED STORM, 

OVERVIEW: St. John’s (6-4, 5-3) features an 
explosive backfield led by QB Mark Levine, 
who completed 135 of 244 passes for 1,911 
yards and 20 TDs, while Jermaine Creighton 
ran for 1,079 yards and 11 TDs. The defense 
features linebacker Rob Feise, who led last 
year’s team with 114 tackles. Safety Richard 
Rodriguez (78 tackles, five INTs) also returns. 


5. CANISIUS GOLDEN GRIFFINS 

OVERVIEW: The Griffins (5-4, 4-4) are com- 
ing off their best season since 1990, But 
coach Chuck Williams needs to replace All- 
America defensive tackle Frank Zabawa, 
who was second in the MAAC in tackles for 
loss (16) and sacks (11) last year. Offensively 
the Griff’s will need to improve on their dis- 
mal output of 217 ypg. Junior tailback Nick 
Adinolfi will lead the young back field; he 
gained 724 yards on 209 carries in 1996. 


6. SIENA SAINTS 

OVERVIEW: With the return of all-conference 
running back Reggie Green, who ran for a 
school record 1,719 yards, Siena (2-7, 2-6) has 
high hopes for '97. While the offense is led by 
Green, the defense is solid, featuring standout 
safety Devon Green, who led the team with 
five INTs, and linebacker Pete Calabro, who 
recorded 82 tackles and two sacks last year. 


7. ST. PETER’S PEACOCKS 

OVERVIEW: The Peacocks’ season (2-7, 2-6) 
ended in a dreadful fashion, as they lost the last 
two games by a combined score of 109-23. Yet 
there’s hope. For starters, sophomore quarter- 
back Jeremy Bartuck has tremendous potential 
and should improve on last year’s performance. 
The defense, depleted by injuries and gradua- 
tion, is not nearly as talented as the offense. 
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8. FAIRFIELD STAGS 

OVERVIEW: The run and shoot offense is led 
by talented quarterback Jim Lopusznick, 
who threw for 1,785 yards and 10 TDs. His 
top target, twin brother Tom, caught 69 
passes for 857 yards and six TDs last season. 
Defensively, the Stags (1-9, 1-7) return a 
solid core of linebackers and lineman, while 
their secondary provides their greatest 
strength. 


9. IONA GAELS 

OVERVIEW: Offensively, the Gaels (1-9, 1-7) 
are a relatively inexperienced group. The 
wide receiving core is one of the strongest 
aspects of the current team, and have shown 
potential. Defensively, the Gaels are stronger 
than last year. AllMAAC cornerback 
Whitney Epps proved to be one of the most 
versatile players in the conference, playing 
offense, defense and special teams. 


MEAC 


By Jonathan Tesser 


| al FOR AN OPENING-GAME LOSS TO EVENTUAL I-AA CHAMP MARSHALL AND 
ja one-point loss at Florida A&M, Howard went undefeated on its way to a 27- 
24 win over Southern in the Heritage Bowl. FAMU, which took the conference title 
with a perfect 7-0 mark, has had marked success since coach Billy Joe—who needs 
seven victories to reach 200 for his career—arrived in 1994. 

That said, remember a third team when gauging this year’s conference favorite: 
Hampton. Coach Joe Taylor has a talented, experienced squad that should prevail in 


what promises to be a tight MEAC race. 


Players to Watch 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Ted White, Howard 

Defensive Player of the Year. 
Marques Douglas, Howard 


Predicted Order of Finish 


4 HAMPTON 

2 HOWARD 

3 FLORIDA A&M 

4 NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
5S DELAWARE STATE 

6 SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
7 MORGAN STATE 

8 BETHUNE-COOKMAN 


1. HAMPTON PIRATES 

OVERVIEW: The Pirates (5-6 overall, 3-4 con- 
ference) return 10 of 11 defensive starters. 
They appear to be in great shape with All- 
MEAC junior defensive end Charles Preston 
(6-foot-6, 275 pounds), junior linebacker 
Montee Foote (90 tackles) and sophomore 
cornerback Donald Turner, whose five inter- 
ceptions topped the MEAC. 

Quarterback Roy Johnson returns after 
throwing for 1,757 yards with 10 touchdowns 
and 9 INTs as a freshman. All-MEAC full- 
back Tyrone Mayer, a 6-2, 235-pound senior, 
ran for 987 yards in '96 and welcomes back 
four returnees on the offensive line. 


2. HOWARD BISON 

OVERVIEW: This year, coach Steve Wilson's 
top-ranked MEAC offense again revolves 
around junior quarterback Ted “Sweet 
Flight” White, the 1996 MEAC Offensive 
Player of the Year. White passed for 2,812 
yards and 36 TDs and 10 INTs. The Bison 
(10-2, 6-1) return their leading receiver, 
Macarthur Johnson, and rusher, Aray 
Williams. 

The defense, also No. 1 in the MEAC last 
year, will have difficulty reaching last year’s 
heights mainly because the secondary must 
replace three starters. 


3. FLORIDA A&M RATTLERS 

OVERVIEW: The offensive skill positions are in 
good shape, led by senior quarterback 
Oteman Sampson (over 2,800 yards passing, 
21 TDs, 16 INTs), 1996 MEAC Rookie of the 
Year Antoine Flowers (738 yards rushing, 12 
TDs, 24 receptions, 4 TDs) and senior wide- 
out Marvin Taylor. 

Defensively, FAMU (9-3, 7-0) will rely on 
bookend defensive ends Antonio Bradwell, a 
senior who had eight sacks, and Jomo 
Cousins, a junior who had nine sacks and 


three blocked kicks. 


4. NORTH CAROLINA A&T AGGIES 

OVERVIEW: Ball control and tough defense 
define A&T (8-3, 4-3). They are strong up 
front, led by the trio of Chris McNeil (eight 
sacks), James Clyburn and Troy Pelshak. 

The power running game features a trio of 
fine backs: Michael Basnight (849 yards, 6.9 
yards per carry, 9 TDs), Reggie Shuford (602 
yards) and Eric Clark (225 yards, 9.8 ypc.). 
They run behind a senior-dominated line that 
features All-MEAC center Elbert Griffin (6- 
4, 285), tackle Greg Coley (6-7, 320) and 
guard John Goolsby (6-4, 295). 


5. DELAWARE STATE HORNETS 

OVERVIEW: The offensive load falls on the 
young shoulders of sophomore Rahsaan 
Matthews, a pleasant surprise at quarterback 
last season. He will be helped by a pair of fine 
backs—Bryan Jenkins (536 yards in 6 games) 
and Durmont Perry (421 yards, 5.5 ypc.)— 
and an offensive line led by guard Jerome 
Dory (6-1, 270) and tackle Lamar Banks (6-6, 
310). The sting in the Hornets defense comes 
from turnovers, as last year's MEAC-leading 
28 make abundantly clear. 


6. SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BULLDOGS 

OVERVIEW: Forty-seven percent of S.C. 
State’s (4-6, 4-3) yards gained from scrim- 
mage went bye-bye with the departure of 
Kenny Bynam. Junior quarterback Craig 
James will have to step up, as will his top tar- 
get, senior wideout Bobby McGowens. With 
seven starters back on defense, the hope is 
that experience leads to improvement. All- 
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OFFENSE 

Pos. Player College HUWL Yr. 
QB T. White Howard 6-4/215 Jr. 
RB T. Mayer Hampton 6-2/235 Sr. 
RB M. Basnight NC, A&T 6-2/223 Jr. 
WR J. Adderly Beth.-Cookman 6-2/205 Jr. 
WR M. Johnson Howard 6-0/190 Sr. 
TE T.Smith Morgan St. 6-5/215 Sr. 
OL J.Moore S.CarolinaSt. 6-2/335 Sr. 
OL J. Goolsby N.C. A&T 6-4/295 Sr. 
OL E. Griffith N.C. A&T 6-4/285 Sr. 
OL J. Dory Delaware St. 6-1/270 Sr. 
OL G.Coley N.C. A&T 6-7/320 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

DL C. Preston Hampton 6-6/275 Jr. 
DL M. Douglas Howard 6-3/260 Jr. 
DL C. Darby S. Carolina St. 6-0/250 Sr. 
DL A. Bradwell FloridaA&M —6-3/260 Sr. 
LB M, Foote Hampton 6-2/220 Jr. 
LB W. Thompson Morgan St. 6-1/250 Sr. 
LB M. Johnson FloridaA&M 6-2/240 Sr. 
DB D, Tumer Hampton 5-11/190 So. 
DB C. Fields Morgan St. 6-1/180 Jr. 
DB T.Costin N.C. A&T 6-0/165 Jr. 
DB X.Gunn Hampton 6-2/195 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K J. Toro FloridaA&M 5-8/165 Jr. 
POD. Ford FloridaA&M 6-0/165 Sr. 
RS _U. Williams Florida A&M —5-8/165 Sr. 


MEAC performer Chartric Darby (6 sacks) 


anchors the line. 


7. MORGAN STATE BEARS 

OVERVIEW: Coach Stump Mitchell has moved 
noseguard Willie Thompson, whose 11 sacks 
(13 overall) tied for the MEAC lead, to line- 
backer. Thompson joins senior James Hall 
(70 tackles) and Brian Schultze on a unit that 
should shine. Safety Charles Fields (4 INTs) 
returns in the secondary, which also includes 
senior cornerback Na’im Greene, a two-way 
player for the Bears (4-7, 3-3) this season. 


8. BETHUNE-COOKMAN WILDCATS 

OVERVIEW: James Adderly (65 receptions, 
tops among returning MEAC wideouts) pro- 
vides offensive sizzle. However, the Wildcats 
(2-9, 0-7) must get improved play from the 
front seven on defense, as last year’s whop- 
ping 275 rushing yards allowed per game will 
attest. The team’s strength is in a secondary 
that features Anthony Bass and Robert 
Doctor (2 INTs each). 
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Northeast 


By Jonathan Tesser 


A: THE NORTHEAST CONFERENCE ENTERS ITS SOPHOMORE FOOTBALL SEASON, LAST 
year’s co-champion, Robert Morris, again looks to be the team to beat. The 
other co-champion, Monmouth, was hard hit by graduation, and Wagner is trying to 
bounce back from a disappointing .500 record. 

Robert Morris coach Joe Walton (yes, Jets fans, that Joe Walton) will have an 
experienced team in '97. “We have quite a few kids coming back,” Walton said. “This 
will be the fourth year of our program, and this is the first senior class that will have 


been with us for all four years.” 


It all starts with the defense. “That’s been our strength for the past couple of years,” 
Walton said. The group that finished first in total defense in the NEC is primarily intact 
and appears ready to lead the Colonials to a second consecutive title. 
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1, ROBERT MORRIS COLONIALS 

OVERVIEW: Robert Morris (9-2 overall, 3-1 con- 
ference) returns eight starters from the defen- 
sive unit that forced 34 turnovers last year. All- 


NEC linebackers Nate List and John 
O'Connell lead the way. List, a senior, had a 
team-high 89 tackles and also had three inter- 
ceptions, while O'Connell, a junior, was the 
Colonials’ sack master with a team-leading 
seven. O'Connell's 80 tackles were matched by 
free safety Brian Dunn, another All-NEC selec- 
tion who led the Colonials with four INTs. 
Dunn again teams with fellow senior and All- 
NEC cornerback Dante Payne. 

Senior quarterback Jake Newman is a 
proven winner, having gone 20-6-1 as a starter 
in three seasons. He threw for 17 touchdowns 
last year and leads a balanced attack that also 
features running back Archie Wannamaker 
(749 yards). Newman's top wideout targets are 
junior Fred Parker (a team-high 30 receptions) 
and senior DeLonte Perkins, a speedster who 
averaged 18.4 yards on 24 catches. 


2. WAGNER SEAHAWKS 

OVERVIEW: The focus of the Wagner (5-5, 2-2) 
offense will be junior tailback Rick Sarille, the 
NEC Offensive Player of the Year in ’96. Sarille 
ran for 1,479 yards, good for fifth overall in 
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Division I-AA. He and sophomore fullback 
Justin Lockhart, who averaged 7.2 yards per 
carry, will run behind an experienced offensive 
line that returns four starters, including All- 
NEC guard Brian Avery. 

The passing game will suffer in '97—All- 
NEC quarterback Jason Miletic is gone, as 
are the Seahawks’ top three receivers. Junior 
Jeff Skinner, who threw just seven passes in 
"96, takes over at quarterback. 

The line, bolstered by the return of senior 
AILNEC picks Ryan Linder (9 sacks) and 
Justin Abel, will anchor the defense. All four 
starters return in the secondary, led by junior 
safety Roman Encarnacion (47 tackles). 


3. CENTRAL CONN. STATE BLUE DEVILS 
OVERVIEW: For coach Sal Cintorino, further 
improvement in '97 will be built upon the solid 
foundation provided by senior running back 
Stan House. An AIl-NEC choice, House ran 
for 1,015 yards and 20 TDs last season. 

Also back for the Blue Devils (3-7, 2-2) is 
junior All-NEC tight end L.T. Brown, who 
caught 34 balls last season. But the pass 
attack will struggle with inexperienced 
sophomore Keith Toolan at quarterback and 
a young offensive line. 

The defense has potential and will be led 
by senior linebackers Ed Zaskey (119 tackles) 
and Hector Concepcion (100). In the defen- 
sive backfield, senior James Melchiona (89 
tackles, 3 INTs) and junior Ryan Carrigan (4 
INTs) stand out. 


4. MONMOUTH HAWKS 

OVERVIEW: This season could get a little rough 
since 14 starters from a group of 23 departing 
seniors must be replaced. 

One starter who returns is talented senior 
quarterback Dan Sabella, who suffered a bro- 
ken leg midway through last season. Sabella 
has thrown for 4,279 yards with 34 TDs and 
just 11 INTs in his 20 starts for the Hawks. 
His top receivers (seniors William Holder 
and Rick Finer) each caught 23 passes. 
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Holder, an All-NEC selection, averaged a 
gaudy 23.7 yards per catch. However, the run- 
ning back corps is thin, and the offensive line 
must replace four four-year starters. 

In contrast, the defensive line returns three 
starters and is led by All-NEC selection Jason 
Gmitter. Gmitter led the Hawks with seven 
sacks and is their leading returning tackler (64). 


5. ST. FRANCIS (Pa,) RED FLASH 

OVERVIEW: The Red Flash pulled an oh-fer in 
the NEC last season (3-7 overall), and coach 
Pete Maycock’s crew will have a hard time bet- 
tering that in '97. For openers, the quarterback 
position is unsettled; the likely successor to the 
departed Joe Ranft will be either junior Shawn 
Lamonde or sophomore Tom Naughton. 

The top returning receiver is junior Sam 
Campoli, who averaged 16.4 yards per catch 
on 18 receptions. 

On defense, St. Francis will rely on its of 
AIl-NEC secondary duo. Sophomore free 
safety Samm Taranto led the team in tackles 
with 118, while his counterpart at strong safe- 
ty, junior Pat McKenna, had 78. 


Ohio Valley 


By Dean Fox 


IERE'S NO BETTER PLACE TO LOOK AT THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF 
Division I-AA football than the Ohio Valley Conference. 

After all, Eastern Kentucky and Middle Tennessee State used to dominate the OVC. 
Both went 6-5 last season. At the same time, Murray State extended its conference 
unbeaten string to 16 games, winning a second straight title. 
Want more change? Austin Peay decided it will become a non-scholarship indepen- 
dent after this season. With all of the transitions, who else but Eastern Illinois (a con- 
ference member since 1996) should be the preseason favorite? 


Players to Watch 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Mike Simpson, Eastern Illinois 
Defensive Player of the Year: 
Ronnie Merit, Murray State 


Predicted Order of Finish 


1 EASTERN ILLINOIS 

2 MURRAY STATE 

3 EASTERN KENTUCKY 

4 MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. 
5S TENNESSEE STATE 

6 TENNESSEE TECH 

7 S.E. MISSOURI STATE 

8 TENNESSEE MARTIN 

9 AUSTIN PEAY 


1. EASTERN ILLINOIS PANTHERS 
OVERVIEW: Quarterback Mike Simpson was a 
huge success last year, completing nearly two- 
thirds of his passes. If his senior season is as 
good, EIU (8-4, 5-2) is in the playoffs again. 
Justin Lynch leads an exciting corps of 
runners, and the run-pass combination will be 
nightmarish for opposing teams. If there’s a 
glaring weakness, it’s pass defense. 


2. MURRAY STATE RACERS 

OVERVIEW: The Racers (10-2, 8-0) had 
endured five straight losing seasons before 
1995. Since then, they haven't lost a confer- 
ence game, so it’s obvious new coach Denver 
Johnson will be under a lot of scrutiny. 

One disadvantage he’ll have to overcome 
is the departure of quarterback Mike Cherry, 
who lost three games in two seasons at Murray. 
Running back Anthony Downs was a 1,000- 
yard rusher last season, and an experienced 
offensive line will help ease the loss of Cherry. 


3. EASTERN KENTUCKY COLONELS 

OVERVIEW: For the first time in two decades, the 
Colonels lost five games in one season (6-5, 6-2). 
They lost four times by less than a touchdown. 


Linebacker Britt Bowen and cornerback 
Scooter Asel lead a defense that must shine. 
Bowen will be out of the shadow of NFL 
prospect Tony McCombs, meaning that 
Bowen could improve on last year’s 122 tack- 
les. Asel’s hard-hitting ways made him one of 
the best freshmen in the nation. 

Offensively, the Colonels have a ton of 
questions. Greg Couch graduated, as did 
Eastern Kentucky's top two running backs. 


4, MID, TENN. STATE BLUE RAIDERS 

OVERVIEW: Sophomore running back 
Kelverick Green might be the conference's 
best-kept secret. As a freshman, Green aver- 
aged more than 100 yards-plus in six games, 
and he teams with Lebrian McGill to form a 
potent running game for the Blue Raiders (6- 
5, 4-4). The key is the rebirth of quarterback 
Jonathan Quinn, who had a solid sophomore 
season but struggled last year. 


5. TENNESSEE STATE TIGERS 

OVERVIEW: Second-year coach L.C. Cole made 
strides with the Tigers (4-7, 3-4) last season. 
After Cole had to play quarterback in last year’s 
spring game, freshman Todd Valentine took 
over and threw 17 TDs. If he keeps improving, 
he will be a major force the next three seasons. 
Defensive lineman Lamar Carter was Cole's 
other fabulous freshman. He had 12 sacks last 
season, easily tops in the conference. 


6. TENNESSEE TECH GOLDEN EAGLES 
OVERVIEW: No team kept the ball on the 
ground more than Tech (5-6, 4-4). The 
return of Brant Billen and Andre Caballero 
(Tech’s top two rushers last season) is a plus. 

The Golden Eagles stayed in a lot of 
games thanks to their defense, which makes 
the loss of linebacker Sammy Sanders (126 
tackles) and Robert Taylor (9 interceptions) 
distressing, and '97 iffy at best. 


7. SE MISSOURI INDIANS 

OVERVIEW: Last season lineman Angel Rubio 
and defensive back Ronald Smith helped the 
Indians (3-8, 3-5) stay in most games. But unless 
SEMOS offense can generate offense on its own, 


All-Ohio Valley Team 


OFFENSE 
Pos, Player College HL/Wte Yr. 
QB Mike Simpson E. Illinois 6-3/215 Sr. 
RB AnthonyDowns = Murray State 6-2/210 Sr. 
RB Justin Lynch E. Illinois 6-1/200 Jr. 
WR Reggie Swinton — Murray State 6-2/180 Sr. 
WR Juan Hall Tennessee State 5-8/170 Sr. 
TE Mitch Fryer SE Missouri St. 6-2/220 Jr. 
OL Chris Westenberger E. Illinois 6-3/319 Sr. 
OL WillyVanGorder Murray State 6-6/290 Jr. 
OL Mark Robinson Murray State 6-3/288 Sr. 
OL Shawn Thompson Tennessee State 6-2/280 Jr. 
OL Gary McVicar Tennessee Tech 6-3/280 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

DL Lamar Carter Tennessee State 6-2/192 So. 
DL Angel Rubio SEMissouriSt. 6-3/265 Sr. 
DL Antonio Strobridge Tenn.-Martin 5-11/220 Sr, 
LB Rodney Wilson E. Illinois 5-10/225 Sr. 
LB Britt Bowen E. Kentucky 6-2/223 Sr. 
LB Ronnie Merritt Murray State 6-2/225 Sr. 
LB Jon Swift Tenn.-Martin 6-3/225 Sr. 
DB Hasheem Rasheed E. Illinois 6-2/165 Jr. 
DB Scooter Asel E. Kentucky 6-0/177 So. 
DB Ronald Smith SE Missouri St. 5-9/180 Sr. 
DB Darrell Hinton Tennessee State 5-11/170 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Rob Hart Murray State 5-9/180 Sr. 
P Chris Wiggins Austin Peay 5-8/165 Sr. 
RS Chris Watson E. Illinois 6-0/195 Jr. 


it could be a long season this year. 


8. TENNESSEE-MARTIN SKYHAWKS. 

OVERVIEW: New coach Jim Marshall inherits a 
team that went 1-10 overall, 1-7 in the confer- 
ence. Marshall has plenty of work to do. His 
quarterback will be young, his running game 
has been dormant, and attitude has been 
awful. Perhaps the best news is the coaching 
change offers a chance for a new start. 


9, AUSTIN PEAY GOVERNORS 

OVERVIEW: New coach Bob Schmitz comes to 
Clarksville after taking the Coast Guard 
Academy to the Division III playoffs. Schmitz 
likes to throw the ball, though this year a lot 
of passes will be thrown because the 
Governors will be behind. Most of the 
Governors scheduled to return opted to trans- 
fer instead, and APSU will field a number of 
two-way players this year. 


Dean Fox is a sportswriter for the Clarksville 
(Tenn.) Leaf-Chronicle. 
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Patriot 


By Corky Blake 


|S aed FIRST-YEAR COACH DICK BIDDLE, COLGATE (6-5 OVERALL, 3-2 
conference) went from last place to nearly winning the championship 
last fall when no one expected anything from the Red Raiders. 

The Red Raiders aren’t a consensus No. Ithis year, though; Bucknell and 
Lafayette are both legitimate title contenders. 

Raising the stakes of what should be a heated championship battle is the 
fact that, for the first time, the Patriot League receives an automatic berth to 


the Division I-AA playoffs. 


_Players to Watch 


1. COLGATE RED RAIDERS 
OVERVIEW: Ryan Vena completed 62 percent of 
his passes, threw 12 touchdowns and averaged 
40 rushing yards per game. Yet Biddle believes 
there's room for improvement. “We want him 
to learn more of our offense; we've put in more 
things to fit his style of play,” Biddle said. 

Junior All-Patriot wide receiver Corey Hill 
(60 catches, 826 yards, 10 TDs) and senior 
Daymon Smith (1,829 career rushing yards)— 
who will alternate between tailback and full- 
back—balance Colgate’s (6-5 overall, 3-2 con- 
ference) attack. 

All-league defensive end Blair Hicks 
returns. Three veterans are back at tackle, 
including Dan Rivera who posted five sacks. 


2. BUCKNELL BISON 

OVERVIEW: To compensate for the loss of tail- 
back Rich Lemon's big-play capability, coach 
Tom Gadd moved all-league cornerback 
Terence Parham—who's returned two kickoffs 
for TDs—to wide receiver. The senior will play 
defense in passing situations, too. 

If the Bison (6-5, 4-1) are to repeat, they'll 
need junior Jim John or sophomores Kevin 
Bouldin and Don McDowell to emerge at quar- 
terback, and seniors Chris Peer and Roshahn 
Whitner or sophomore Jim Weidle to gain the 
100 yards a game Bucknell got from Lemon. 
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3, LEHIGH ENGINEERS 
OVERVIEW: Those concerned about Rabih 
Abdullah’s recovery from last year's medial 
collateral ligament knee injury can rest easy. 
Abdullah has added 15 pounds (he’s 6-foot-1, 
217 pounds) and improved his speed. 

Abdullah’s return will take much of the 
load off either senior Seka Edwards or sopho- 
more Phil Stambaugh at QB. The Engineers 
(5-6, 3-2) have the receivers to make the air 
assault lethal, including all-league Deron 
Braswell (1,135 yards, 9 TDs) and junior Brian 
Baker, last year’s 1,000-yard tailback who 
moves to flanker. 

Defensively, sophomore all-league line- 
backer Ian Eason (89 solo tackles) returns. 


4, LAFAYETTE LEOPARDS 
OVERVIEW: The Leopards (5-5, 2-2) should be 
the stingiest team in the league. 

“Our front (defensive) seven returns, and 
that really gives us a starting point,” said Bill 
Russo, in his 17th season at Lafayette. 

Russo believes the return of his entire start- 
ing line and running backs corps will deliver 
consistency to his offense, which will have a 
new starter at quarterback—either sophomore 
Mike Palos or junior Matt Calhoun. 


5. TOWSON STATE T\GERS 
OVERVIEW: The Tigers step up to the Patriot 
League after going 6-4 last year as an I-AA inde- 
pendent. Coach Gordy Combs is optimistic that 
his club will fare better this fall. “We have a lot of 
guys who are seniors and juniors who've experi- 
enced playing scholarship schools,” Combs said. 
Junior quarterback Kevin Smith, a three- 
year starter, operates behind five veterans on 
the line, led by junior tackle Tony Campitelli. 
Linebacker Jim Colongo (113 tackles) and 
safeties Khalid McLeod and Dwane Exeter 
should flourish behind a defensive line that 
returns three starters. 


6. HOLY CROSS CRUSADERS 

OVERVIEW: Plenty of wide receivers and 
quarterbacks return, so figure the Holy Cross 
(2-9, 1-4) run-and-shoot to be firing away. 
Junior Dan Boland’s been starting since he was 


BUEN re 


All-Patriot Team 


DEFENSE 
DL Hunter Adams 


Bucknell 


Bucknell. 


Towson St. 


DB Kali McLeod 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


a freshman. All-league Jeff Laboranti heads the 
cast of receivers. 

Defensively, the line and secondary are 
solid. Cornerback Sedrick Rogers and safety 
Barrett Doxsey cover a lot of ground. Corner 
Antonio Harris (69 tackles) is the leading 
returning tackler. 


7. FORDHAM RAMS 

OVERVIEW: Fordham’s one-back set will again 
feature senior Lance Shaw (646 rushing yards) 
at halfback. Larry Leith (27 catches, 394 yards, 
2 TDs), James Simmons and Dave Scoblick 
give junior quarterback Dan Madine a veteran 
receiving cast. 

Three-year starter Jack Pieracini is the only 
returning linebacker, but the defensive line is 
solid with ends Mike Shelley (7 sacks) and 
John Eberl. Cornerback Shane McAndrew and 
free safety Daryl White both tallied more than 
50 tackles for the Rams (2-8, 11-3) last year. 


Corky Blake covers the Patriot League for The 
Easton (Pa.) Express-Times. 


Pioneer 


By Dean Fox 


A AST YEAR, THE DAYTON FLYERS WERE VERY GOOD AND VERY LUCKY. AT least half 


of that equation hasn’t changed. 


The Flyers became the first Pioneer Football League team to go through the regular 
season unbeaten. But that doesn’t mean Dayton wasn’t tested. UD trailed by double- 


digit margins in its last three PFL 


games before rallying to win. In each case, they 


scored the go-ahead points in the fourth quarter. 
“We were lucky. Usually, those games go 50-50,” coach Mike Kelly said. 
Considering that Dayton puts nine members on the All-PFL preseason team 
(including the league’s best offensive player in quarterback Kevin Johns), it’s the 


odds-on favorite to win another title. 


Players to Watch 


1. DAYTON FLYERS 

OVERVIEW: “We had a senior-dominated 
offensive line last year, and we've found 
that when we've had a good year, it’s usually 
gone back to how good the line was,” 
Kelly said. 

Chad Lindsey leads an experienced corps 
of running backs that is talented and deep, 
and receiver Pat Hugar averaged more than 
20 yards a catch and scored 10 touchdowns. 
So if the line (anchored by Joel Cutler) can 
hold its own, Dayton (11-0 overall, 5-0 con- 
ference) might be even better. 

Jeff Verhoff and Sean Gorius combined 
for almost 200 tackles last year and lead an 
experienced defense. 


2. DRAKE BULLDOGS 
OVERVIEW: Other teams in the PFL have 
super running backs, but the Bulldogs (8-3, 
4-1) have the best tandem in Charlie 
Schimberg and Jason Grove. Running 
behind massive lineman Felix Gallagher, 
they combined for more than 2,000 yards 
and 25 TDs, and give Drake a powerful way 
to control the clock. 

The running game will be counted upon 
early, primarily because the top quarterback 
and receiver have graduated. 


Jace Smrcka is one of the top defensive 
linemen in the PFL, and Drake allowed only 
six rushing TDs last year. Defensive back 
Jeramy Fisher is the top gun in a secondary 
that helped the Bulldogs force a lot of 
turnovers but was vulnerable to the big play. 


3. BUTLER BULLDOGS 

OVERVIEW: The Bulldogs found a way to 
replace running back Arnold Mickens. 
Now if only they can find a way to hang on 
to the ball. 

The fact that Butler was minus-20 in 
turnover ratio was the major reason the 
Bulldogs slipped to 3-7, 2-3. When they 
weren’t turning the ball over, they were 
giving it to Naim Sanders, who won the 
Bulldogs’ fourth PFL rushing title. 

Considering how much the passing 
game struggled last year, Sanders will be the 
workhorse again. 

Noseguard Ron Griswold is a force on the 
defensive line and will team with linebacker 
Nick Winings to key an improving defense 
that needs to force more turnovers. 


4, VALPARAISO CRUSADERS 

OVERVIEW: Paul Van Dam (who threw 42 
times in a loss to Drake) takes over as quar- 
terback. Van Dam loses the top 
receivers from last year, although running 
backs Bob Cracknell and Jodie Hart return 
in an underrated running game. 

The Crusaders (4-6, 1-4) defense—statis- 
tically the third-best in the PFL behind 
Dayton and Drake—would also benefit if the 
offense can cut turnovers. Linebacker Chris 
Stewart and defensive back Ike Angibo are 
the team’s best returnees, and improvement 
could mean a shot at a winning season. 


two 


5. EVANSVILLE ACES 

OVERVIEW: Butler’s Sanders, Drake’s Grove 
and Evansville’s Sean Bennett are three of 
the most productive junior running backs 
in the nation. But unlike Sanders, Bennett 
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College 


Ht/Wt Yr. 


Evansville 


5-10/190 
80 


Dayton 
Butler 


6-1/185 


6-1/170 = Jr. 


can also catch the ball: He was the PFL’s 
third-best receiver, in addition to running 
for 1,189 yards and nine TDs. 

If Evansville (5-5, 2-3) can get steady 
production from its quarterback, the Aces’ 
offensive firepower will be tough to beat. 

The problem lies on defense. Evansville 
allowed 30 or more points six times last year. 


6. SAN DIEGO TOREROS 

OVERVIEW: Running backs Matt Brown and 
Jared Keo are the best bets for the USD (4- 
6, 1-4) offense and will run behind veteran 
lineman Jon Walker. Dylan Ching was the 
PFL’s best freshman receiver last year but 
needs someone to get him the ball. 

At least the Toreros’ coaching situation is 
stable this time. Last season, new coach 
Kevin McGarry stepped up from his assis- 
tant’s post in the spring when Brian Fogarty 
took a job in the athletic department. 


Dean Fox is a sportswriter for the Clarksville 
(Tenn.) Leaf-Chronicle. 
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Southern 


By Tommy Bowman 


IHE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE HAS CHANGED. MARSHALL IS GONE, HAVING LEFT 
FOR the I-A Mid-American Conference. There is one new team: Wofford. The 
Terriers, however, will not be expected to duplicate the success of Marshall, which was 
a fixture in the I-AA championship games of the '90s and had the conference’s largest 


fan following. 


As for anew champion, Furman is as good a bet as any. 

“Defensively, we're going to be in real good shape,” Furman coach Bobby Johnson 
said. “Offensively, we're going to have to replace some important contributors. But if 
we can get production out of some key positions, especially at quarterback, we have a 
chance to be as good or better than we were in 1996.” 


Players to Watch 


Predicted Order of Finish 


: 


1, FURMAN PALADINS 

OVERVIEW: Defense will be Furman’s 
strength. Bryan Dailer, a senior rush end, led 
the SC in tackles for loss (25), sacks (14) and 
fumbles caused (4). 

The key is at quarterback. Braniff 
Bonaventure, who completed 65 percent of his 
passes, is gone. Senior Chris Jonas, who has lit- 
tle experience, and redshirt freshman Justin 
Hill, who has none, are the top candidates to 
start for Furman (9-4 overall, 6-2 conference). 

Junior Ernest Crosby and senior Mark 
Moore rank among the league's top tailbacks. 


2. GEORGIA SOUTHERN EAGLES 
OVERVIEW: Kenny Robinson, a three-year 
starter at quarterback, will lead a Georgia 
Southern (4-7, 2-6) offense that has eight 
starters back, including senior fullback 
Roderick Russell. Robinson is the SC’s top 
returnee in passing efficiency, and he rushed 
for 508 yards and 14 TDs. 

Senior Chad Nighbert, who missed last 
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season as a result of an elbow injury, returns 
at linebacker along with senior D.T. Tanner 
and junior Cloise Williams. 


3. APPALACHIAN STATE MOUNTAINEERS 
OVERVIEW: Only four seniors return on 
offense for the Mountaineers (7-1, 5-3). On 
defense there is no Dexter Coakley, who was 
I-AA’s Defensive Player of the Year for the 
last two seasons. 

There is, however, senior Bake Baker, who 
stepped in at quarterback midway through 
last season and solved a major problem by 
passing for 948 yards in six games. Senior 
Gerard Hardy, the guy that Baker replaced 
last year, will likely start at tailback. 


4. EAST TENNESSEE STATE BUCCANEERS 
OVERVIEW: Sophomore Jamey Chadwell is the 
new quarterback for the Buccaneers (10-3, 7- 
1), and coach Paul Hamilton will try to get 
running backs Brandon Walker and Brian 
Edwards on the field at the same time. Walker, 
a sophomore, rushed for 1,303 yards last sea- 
son; Edwards, a senior, ran for 1,021 in 1994. 


5. WESTERN CAROLINA CATAMOUNTS 
OVERVIEW: Senior Josh Brooks was last year’s 
quarterback, but he’s being pushed by strong- 
armed sophomore Shawn Snyder, a 
Tennessee transfer. Top returnees for Western 
Carolina (4-7, 1-7) include senior flanker 
Jerome Lardy, senior tight end Kawasak Penn, 
senior center Alex Sprinkle, sophomore free 
safety Eric Johnson, junior kicker/punter Ken 
Hinsley (12-16 field goals, 43.2 punt avg.), 
and several running backs. 


G. TENNESSEE-CHATTANOOGA \VOCCASINS 

OVERVIEW: Senior free safety Ron Faugue 
(six INTs) is back. Linebacker David 
Damon, a transfer from Kansas State, was a 
big hit in spring practice. The defense, 
which yielded 413 yards per game last sea- 
son, must improve. Junior Brian Hampton, 
the Mocs’ passing leader, and junior Tyrone 
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DB Elando Johnson ropa St State 540/75 § Sr. 


DB Jeremy Osborne Furman 
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Coleman, the top rusher, both return. 


7. WOFFORD TERRIERS 

OVERVIEW: Senior Dan Williams (6-foot-3, 325 
pounds) is a heralded center on an offense that 
uses an option attack resembling a Wing-T. 
Junior Trevor Ellison, a big-play linebacker, is 
the leading tackler for Wofford (6-5). 


8. THE CITADEL BULLDOGS 

OVERVIEW: The Bulldogs (4-7, 3-5) have 
scrapped the Wishbone for the | but will still 
rely heavily on the running of junior fullback 
Kenyatta Spruill and senior quarterback 
Stanley Myers. 


9. VMI KEYDETS 

OVERVIEW: The Keydets (3-9, 2-6) will use a 
one-back set at times and also plan to throw 
more to their backs. One back they won't 
have is All-America Thomas Haskins. 


Tommy Bowman is a staff writer for the 
Winston-Salem Joumal. 


Southiand 


By Kevin Gore 


i ARE CHANGING IN THE SOUTHLAND FOOTBALL LEAGUE. BUT REALLY, 
that’s nothing new. The SFL has had three different teams win the 
league championship the last three seasons, including Troy State, which won 
last year’s title in its first year in the league. 

This year, the league welcomes another team: Jacksonville State. That gives 
the conference its eighth representative in what should be one of the most bal- 
anced conferences in Division I-AA football. 


1, NORTHWESTERN STATE DEMONS 

OVERVIEW: The Demons (6-5 overall, 3-3 
conference) have two of the best offensive 
players in the league in junior quarterback 
Warren Patterson and wide receiver Pat 
Palmer, the SFL’s Offensive Player of the Year 
last season. Patterson threw for 1,417 yards 
and 10 touchdowns. 

“He's the caliber of quarterback you need 
to seriously contend for a national champi- 
onship,” Coach Sam Goodwin said. 

The Demons return end Robert Daniel 
(6-foot-6, 255 pounds) to a unit that ranked 
12th in I-AA scoring defense last season. 


2. TROY STATE TROJANS 

OVERVIEW: The Trojans’ problem will be on 
offense. Sure, they return fullback Joe Jackson 
(959 yards rushing, 17 TDs) and wide receiv- 
er Joe Hammond (353 yards receiving). And 
the offensive front is anchored by three 
returning starters, including 300-pound bruis- 
er Jim Byerly. 

But the Trojans (12-2, 5-1) must answer a 
big question at quarterback after the gradua- 
tion of Stan Davis, who directed a unit that 
led the league in rushing offense (256 yards 
per game) last season. 


3. MCNEESE STATE COWBOYS 
OVERVIEW: The Cowboys (3-8, 1-5) could be 
a contender for the title again with 16 
starters and three key offensive personnel 
back. Quarterback Tim Leger led the league 
in passing. Coach Bobby Keasler’s team also 
returns its top rusher, Derrick Beavers (630 
yards), and receiver, William Davis (37 
catches, 692 yards). 

McNeese's defense, usually dominating, 
allowed 320 yards and 21.5 points a game 
last season, numbers that must improve. 


4, STEPHEN F. AUSTIN | UMBERJACKS 
OVERVIEW: The Lumberjacks (7-4, 3-3) 
return their entire defensive front, including 
all-conference tackle David Carmona. Junior 
linebacker Jeremiah Trotter also returns to a 
defense that ranked second in total defense 
(279.5 ypg.). 

The Lumberjacks must find a quarterback 
and players to step into positions at fullback, 
wide receiver and the offensive line. The one 
deep offensive position is at tailback, where 
1,000-yard rusher Pat House and sophomores 
KaRon Coleman and Isiah Stroker all return. 


5. NICHOLLS STATE COLONELS 
OVERVIEW: The Colonels (8-4, 4-2) gained 
headlines last season by winning eight games 
under second-year coach Darren Barbier. 
The turnaround season followed a year in 
which the Colonels were winless. 
Quarterback Brad Zeller is a gritty leader 
who knows how to win, but his passing sta- 
tistics (6 TDs, 11 INTs) need to improve. 
The Colonels averaged just 122.5  ypg. 
through the air last season. 


6. SAM HOUSTON STATE BEARKATS 
OVERVIEW: The Bearkat offense will be led 
by a physical offensive line. That line and 
the return of tailbacks Bennie Wylie (599 
yards) and Elmore Armstrong (533 yards) 
should help the Bearkats (4-7, 3-3) improve 
a rushing offense that averaged 169 ypg. last 
year. Senior quarterback Chad Schramek (6 
TDs, 9 INTs) will be pushed by sophomore 
Albert Bradley, who started the Bearkats’ 
final two games last year. 
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7. SOUTHWEST TEXAS BOBCATS 

OVERVIEW: With 18 returning starters—10 on 
offense—the Bobeats (5-6, 2-4) could be good 
at moving the ball. Tailback Claude Mathis 
returns after leading the league with 1,593 rush- 
ing yards last season. Also back is quarterback 
David Williams and the entire starting offen- 
sive line. However, until the Bobcat defense 
(384.5 ypg. in 1996) stops someone, Southwest 
Texas will have a hard time winning. 


8. JACKSONVILLE STATE GAMECOCKS 
OVERVIEW: The presence of guard Jason Haas 
(6-4, 297) and center Joel Ingram on the offen- 
sive line gives this unit experience and leader- 
ship. Junior quarterback Montressa Kirby 
should benefit from the new offensive philoso- 
phy that first-year coach Mike Williams brings 
to the program. The team has ditched the 
option-I attack in favor of a multiple set. 


Kevin Gore covers the Southland Conference for 
the Nacogdoches (Texas) Daily Sentinel. 


Bob Griese’s College Football 145 


SWAC 


By O.K. Davis 


IS WILL BE EDDIE ROBINSON’S SWAN SONG, HIS FINAL SEASON AS 
Grambling State’s head coach. Wherever the Tigers play, there will be 
extravagant tributes to the college game’s all-time victory leader. As a result, 
conference schools are due to set attendance records when Grambling comes to 
town. “With Robinson making his final appearance, that should shoot up our 
figures tremendously,” said Dr. James Frank, commissioner of the conference. 


Players to Watch 


1, JACKSON STATE TIGERS 

OVERVIEW: As the new millennium approach- 
es, will the Tigers dominate the remainder of 
the 1990s? It appears that way. For two 
straight years now, the school that sent 
Walter Payton to the NFL has controlled the 
league championship. Get ready for three in a 
row. 

Quarterback Grailyn Pratt leads an 
offense that was a terror to all who got in its 
path last year. Two of his top receivers return 
in seniors Quin Culberson and Dexter 
Thomas. Also back is hard-nosed running 
back Carlos Knight, who rushed for a confer- 
ence-best 899 yards in 1996. 

The major task on defense is replacing All- 
America and NFL-draftee Sean Woodson in 
the secondary. Junior corner Quincy Coleman, 
who was a first-team All-SWAC selection 
along with Woodson, may be the answer. 


2. SOUTHERN JAGUARS 
OVERVIEW: The Heritage Bowl participants 
could have one of their best offensive units 
ever with the return of quarterback Marcus 
Jacoby and running back Steve Wofford. 
Tackle Chris Williams is one of the largest 
returning offensive lineman in the league and 
is bidding for a repeat selection on the All- 
SWAC team. 

Senior Robert Walker and Joe Willams 
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are the mainstays on defense and punter 
Matt Bushart (42.1 avg.) returns after being 
chosen as the SWAC Freshman of the Year. 


3. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY ST. DELTA DEVILS 
OVERVIEW: Junior Randy Powell may be the 
best tight end in the league. Linemen 
Terrance Ware and Tim McKinley could very 
well repeat as All-SWAC selections, and 
Clifford DeBose returns as one of the confer- 
ence’s best placekickers (15-of-20 field goals, 
48 points). The defense could be nasty with 
the return of first-team All-SSWAC lineback- 
ers Terry Houzah and Sam Dickerson. They 
combined for 233 tackles in 1996. 


4. TEXAS SOUTHERN TIGERS 

OVERVIEW: Speaking of surprise teams, here's 
another one. Most guessperts tabbed the 
Tigers for the lower echelon of the confer- 
ence race in 1996. So what happens? They 
wind up tying with Southern and Valley for 
the runner-up slot. Credit that unexpected 
finish to a wide-open offense that averaged 
nearly 24 points per game, plus a defense 
that was consistently tough. 

The mode of operation on offense may go 
from pass to run, as standout rushers Leon 
Clark and Thomas Sieh return. Junior line- 
backer Warren Reed leads a defensive unit 
which ranked number one against the pass 
among all conference teams. 


5. GRAMBLING STATE T/GERS 
OVERVIEW: If an early 1996 knee injury to 
quarterback Chiron Applewhite isn’t com- 
pletely healed, then the starting nod goes 
again to Michael Kornblau, who was the sub- 
ject of national attention last year as the 
Tigers’ first ever white starter at that posi- 
tion. Returning fullback starter LeJuan 
Miller will have to offset the loss of two-year 
regulars Broderick Fobbs and Jay Johnson. 
Safety Wilbert Flanigan is a potential all- 
star on defense, one that was the bright spot 
of an otherwise dismal season for the Tigers. 


6, ALCORN STATE BRAVES 

OVERVIEW: Marcus Taylor answered all 
doubters in 1996. He was a freshman starting 
at quarterback, but the experience factor 
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P Matt Bushart Southern 


obviously didn’t matter. He finished as the 
fourth-most proficient passer in the league 
with 1,696 yards and seven TDs. All-SWAC 
lineman Terry Wilkerson and hard-hitting 
linebacker Nario Owens are the key returnees 
on defense. 


7. ALABAMA STATE HORNETS 

OVERVIEW: Senior Alphus Shipman returns as 
one of the conference's top receivers follow- 
ing a 31-catch, 530-yard, 3-TD season. Junior 
inside linebacker Tywanois Lockett, who had 
95 tackles in 1996, could bid for all-league 
honors. 


8. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M PANTHERS 

OVERVIEW: Another season, another cellar 
finish for the Panthers. Is this a recording? 
Somehow, some way, college football’s 
“Futility Team of the Decade” will try and 
snap a record 67-game losing streak. 


O.K. Dawis is the Executive Sports Editor of the 
Ruston (La.) Daily Leader 


independents 


By Don VanderVeen 


Te A LOT OF OFFENSIVE FIREPOWER AMONG THE DIVISION I-AA INDEPENDENT 
ranks this year as three up-and-coming programs—Buffalo, Western Kentucky 
and Liberty—are poised for runs at their first-ever playoff berths. 

But things are not all rosy here. For starters, there are four fewer -AA indepen- 
dent teams this year than last. Youngstown State, which has been one of the most 
successful I-AA teams during the decade, is shedding its independent status to join 


the Gateway Conference this fall. 


1, WESTERN KENTUCKY ILLTOPPERS 


OVERVIEW: A perrenial top-10 rushing team, 
the Hilltoppers’ most explosive weapon this 
year may be wide receiver Joey Stockton, 
who doubles as a kick and punt returner. The 
5-foot-9, 171-pound senior has sprinter’s 
speed and is a threat to break open a game 
any time he touches the ball. Stockton has 
averaged 1,776 all-purpose yards over the 
past two seasons. 

Quarterback Willie Taggert is another key 
multi-threat performer for WKU’s triple- 
option attack which averaged 285.1 yards per 
game on the ground last season. Taggert 
rushed for 997 yards and eight touchdowns 
and passed for 542 and six more. 

The defense returns 10 starters, including 
six players who recorded 35 or more tackles 
last season. Safety Jammie Kyle led the way 
with 77 stops. 


2. BUFFALO (N.Y.) BULLS 
OVERVIEW: The Bulls return 12 starters and 
are thinking playoffs. 


Senior tailback Anthony Swan leads the 
charge. Swan rushed for 1,117 yards on a 
school-record 244 carries last season and is 
575 yards shy of becoming Buffalo's all-time 
leading rusher. In addition, receivers Jami 
Gasparre and Drew Haddad caught over 40 
passes apiece last year, and their hands-on 
experience gives the Bulls a well-balanced 
offensive attack. 

Third-year coach Craig Cirbus, however, 
must find a replacement for quarterback Mark 
Taylor. It could be Chad Salisbury, who trans- 
ferred to Buffalo after starting 11 games and 
throwing for 2,291 yards and 11 TDs for New 
Mexico State in 1996. 

Converted linebacker Keith Hansen 
earned first-team All-Independent honors 
last season after making 46 tackles, including 
19 for losses, from his nose guard position. 
Dan Curcione returns at linebacker, while the 
defensive backfield features safety Ted 
McDuffie, a Temple transfer who notched 86 
tackles as a junior. 


3, ST. MARY'S (Calif) GAELS 

OVERVIEW: Among those returning from last 
year’s team that went 7-3 while averaging 
31.2 points and 385.4 yards in total offense 
per game include quarterback Sean Laird, 
running backs Ed Williams and Brandin 
Young, fullback Peter Sousa and wide receiver 
Michael Richards. Laird—who threw for 
2,200 yards and 22 TDs last season—is in 
position to shatter every significant career 
mark for a quarterback at Saint Mary’s. 

The question mark for head coach Mike 
Rasmussen is the defense, which allowed more 
than 21 points a game and relied primarily on 
the offense to out-score opponents in 1996. 


4, LIBERTY (Va,) FLAMES 

OVERVIEW: Liberty’s pro-set offense features 
the passing of senior quarterback Ben 
Anderson, who threw for 2,222 yards and 14 
TDs as a junior. Receivers Courtney Freeman, 
who caught seven TD passes, and Glenwood 
Ferebee also return, as does running back 
Stacy Nobles. The offensive line is anchored 
by 6-8, 301-pound Trey Sartin, a dominating 
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All-independents Team 


OFFENSE 


OL P.Behr Cal Poly SLO 6-4/31 0 Jr. 
OL D.Graham Hofstra, 64/904 Sr 


DEFENSE 


5-11/220 dr. 


blocker who transferred from Michigan State. 

Rodney Degrate, a 6-3, 315-pound senior, 
is a tough defensive tackle who has drawn 
attention from pro scouts after earning All- 
Independent honors last year. Junior line- 
backer Jesse Riley led the team with 126 total 
tackles, and defensive backs Torrey Rush and 
Kenyatta Murray provide the Flames with 
experience in the secondary. 


5. GAL. POLY SLO (Calli) MUSTANGS 

OVERVIEW: Larry Welsh, who had an enor- 
mously successful 18-year run with 
Atascadero High School, takes over as coach 
of the Mustangs. Senior quarterback Ali 
Abrew is back under center after throwing for 
2,048 yards as a junior. He'll be looking for 
wide receiver Kamil Loud, who has his sights 
set on a third consecutive 1,000-yard season. 
Craig Young, who as a freshman rushed for 
844 yards in a fill-in role, returns at running 
back. Antonio Warren, who had 1,147 yards 
in 1995, is also back after recovering from a 
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broken arm sustained in last year’s season 
opener. With an experienced offensive line 
almost entirely intact, expect the Mustangs to 
once again put up big numbers. 

The secondary may be Cal Poly’s strong suit 
on defense, with Kiko Griffin, Andy Nicholson 
and Ed Wynn providing tight cover. 


6. HOFSTRA (N.Y.) FLYING DUTCHMEN 
OVERVIEW: Sophomore Corey Joyce appears 
to have solidified himself as Hofstra’s No. 1 
signal-caller, and he'll get plenty of protection 
from 6-4, 300-pound offensive guard 
DeMingo Graham and three other offensive 
linemen who are all starting for the fourth 
consecutive year. That should give running 
back Paul Que a legitimate shot at a 1,000- 
yard season after rushing for 1,624 over the 
past two. 

On defense, Hofstra allowed just 12.6 points 
a game last year, but graduated what was per- 
haps the finest trio of linebackers of any LAA 
independent team. This year, the defensive 
backfield, led by strong safety Lance Schulters, 
comerback Cedric Johnson and free safety 
Raheem Morris, will be Hofstra’s strong suit. 


7. MOREHEAD STATE (ty.) EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: The Eagles may be hard-pressed 
to match last season's 6-4 record (Morehead 
State's first winning season since 1986) as 
the number of scholarship athletes contin- 
ues to decrease to fewer than 15 full-ride 
equivalencies. 

But head coach Matt Ballard is opti- 
mistic. This is due partly to the return of 
several big-play performers on offense. They 
include Anthony Ravizee, who’s one of only 
four Morehead State players to ever rush for 
more than 1,000 yards, David Bone, who 
averaged 7.2 yards per carry and scored 10 
TDs in 1996, and Chris Berry, who scored 
12 TDs a year ago. Quarterback Doug 
Turner also returns on the heels of a 135.9 
passing efficiency rating. 

Defensively, Ballard is relying on the lead- 
ership of MacKenzie McKnight, who led the 
team in sacks one year ago, and Donzell 
Dawson in the secondary. 


8. DAVIDSON (N.C) WILDCATS 
OVERVIEW: The Cats improved from 1-9 in 
1995 to 6-4 last year. Eighteen players with 
starting experience return for Davidson's 100th 
season of collegiate football as the Wildcats 
attempt to fashion the school’s first back-to- 
back winning seasons since 1957 and 1958. 
The Wildcats are strong up the middle, 
starting with 5-11, 254-pound center Chip 
Stewart, an anchor on the offensive line who 
bench presses over 500 pounds. Quarterback 


Tommy Dugan passed for 1,456 yards and ran 
for 335 more last season, while sophomore 
fullback Eric Ferguson rushed for 592 yards 
and a team-leading 10 TDs as a freshman. If 
tight end Wesley Jones returns strong from a 
knee injury he sustained in 1996, it will pro- 
vide Dugan with a sure-handed target and 
help bring stability to an inexperienced offen- 
sive line. Junior linebacker Shreve Ariail is 
the workhorse in Davidson's stunt 4-3 
defense; he recorded 116 tackles last season. 


9, SOUTHERN UTAH THUNDERBIRDS 

OVERVIEW: These ‘Birds prefer the ground to 
the sky: Southern Utah averaged over 330 
yards rushing a game compared to just over 57 
yards passing last season. 

Returning is quarterback Joe Dupaix and 
fullback Brook Madsen, along with slotbacks 
Roosevelt Miller and Terry Rose. The 6-0, 
190-pound Dupaix set a Division 1LAA 
record for yards rushing by a quarterback with 
1,246, while Madsen ran for 1,405. But the 
net result was only a 4-7 record in '96. 

On the defensive side, Southern Utah 
must replace All-America Jeff Galyean and 
his 18 sacks from a year ago, but returns a solid 
linebacking corps and free safety Chad 
Huntsman, who led the team in tackles in '96. 


10. SAMFORD (Ala.) BULLDOGS 

OVERVIEW: Fourth-year head coach Pete Hurt 
is counting on increased production from 
running backs James Griffith and Jerome 
Russell—who combined for 983 yards in 
96—to help compensate for inexperience at 
the quarterback position. With an offensive 
line that returns four starters, there’s no rea- 
son to think they won't. 

The defense is anchored by middle line- 
backer Eric Payne, who led the team with 100 
tackles last year. Defensive end James Taylor 
contributed six sacks and eight tackles for 
losses. 


11. SOUTH FLORIDA BULLS 
OVERVIEW: Despite its status as the new kid 
on the block, South Florida has an advantage 
over most other infant football programs 
throughout the country. Its recruiting base in 
the state of Florida ranks among the best. 
However, Division 1-A powers Florida State, 
Florida and Miami shouldn't sweat. There 
still seems to be enough talent to go around. 
Long-time Kansas State assistant Jim 
Leavitt is building a program with some assis- 
tant coaches who have NFL playing experi- 
ence in Calvin Magee and Andre Waters. 
“The talent in this group speaks volumes 
for the excitement surrounding our program 
and the hard work put forth by our coaching 
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staff,” Leavitt said. 

“It’s been amazing to see the enthusiasm 
so many high school players have regarding 
our program. 

“Leading the USF football program. is 
much more than just a job.” 

With all the young faces and unproven 
talent on the field this year, it’s going to be an 
adventure. 


12. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN (S,C.) BUCCANEERS 
OVERVIEW: Charleston Southern Coach 
David Dowd hopes to improve on a 2-8 
record with the return of 16 starters from last 
year's team. 

Quarterback Andy Tarr is just a sopho- 
more and will be lining up behind an experi- 
enced offensive line which returns four 
starters. Defensively, the Buccaneers must 
find a way to hold opponents under the 457.7 
yards per game they allowed last year. That's 
not going to be easy because of graduation 
losses to key positions on the defensive line 
and at linebacker. 

Charleston Southern will also be relying 
heavily on 6-1, 255-pound junior Clay 
Williams. Surprise! He is a punter and he'll 
get plenty of action. 


By Don VanderVeen 
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ing to directions. 

2. Al potential winners will be notified by mail. All potential winners must fol- 
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address within the 21 days. 

3. In order to be awarded a prize, residents of Canada will be required to cor- 
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skill-esting question is not correctly answered within the time limit, on alter- 
nate winner will be selected. 
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Canada who are 18 years of age or older as of June 30, 1997. Sweepstakes 
void in the province of Quebec, Puerto Rico, and where prohibited by law. 
Employees (ond their families) of the following companies are not eligible: 
Petersen Publishing Company, LLC; and any fulfillment, judging or other 
companies involved, in any way, with this sweepstakes. All federal, state, local, 
municipal, and provincial laws and regulations apply, 

5. Each winner releases Petersen Publishing Company and its affiliates, offi- 
ers, agents, and employees from ony responsibility or liability in connection 
with any loss, accident, or death incurred in connection with the use of any of 
the prizes in this sweepstakes. Petersen Publishing Company does not make, 
‘nor is it responsible for, a warranty of guarantee with regards to any of the 
prizes won in this sweepstakes. This includes, but is not limited fo, the fitness of 
any of the prizes for a particular purpose. By acceptance of a prize, each win- 
ner consents to the use of his/her nome and address and/or likeness for pur- 
poses of advertising or trade without additional compensation, By entering 
sweepstakes each entrant agrees to abide by the rules of the sweepstakes. 
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By Mike Goens All-! 
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[ Oxia gee ueae COACH KEN SPARKS SAID HIS TEAM IS OFTEN CONSID-  grenge 
ered the underdog any time it steps outside its own South Atlantic pos. Player College HUWt. Yr. 
Conference. Sparks wonders if the oversight is due to the fact that Carson-Newman is QB D.Poalucci EastStroudsburg _—6-1/205 Sr. 
one of the smallest Division II schools with a modest enrollment of 2,265 students. Or — RB B.Shay Emporia State 6-0/195 Jr. 
it could be that the Eagles are a private school, a fraternity that doesn’t often figure in RB |. Sigler Bloomsburg 6-1/206 Sr. 
national championship races in Division II. WR J.Nalior ——-N. Mexico Highlands 6-2/203 Sr. 
Regardless of how it has happened, Sparks doesn’t mind the label. It’s one the Eagles | WR R.Lelko Bloomsburg 6-0/193 Sr. 
wear quite nicely. “We've been playing pretty good football around here for a lot of | TE A-Haase Northern Colorado 6 -4/255 Sr. 
years,” Sparks said. “We don’t worry about what other people might think or not think OL _B.Baker _Pittsburg State 6-3/276 Jr. 
about our program. We just try to play them all and see where that puts us in the end.” OL M.Sipos Clarion 6-5/290 Sr. 
Last year, Spark’s squad advanced to the championship game before falling to OL 6.Williams West Georgia 6-2/305 Jr, 
Northern Colorado, 23-14. With 18 starters back from that squad, the Eagles appear OL L.Jordan —_Indiana-Penn. 6-5/341 Jr. 
ready to contend for the crown this season, with or without the national exposure. OL A.Medina Texas A&M-Kingsville 6-2/280 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
1. CARSON-NEWMAN (Iecn) EAGLES reas se 
Offensive Player of the Year: OVERVIEW: Carson-Newman will be more tal- py. Ruffin i Alahama 5-10/230 Sr. 
Damian Poalucci, East Stroudsburg ented than a year ago (12-2), Sparks said. He DL ASmith N.colorado Sar se 
corres eect Sees 5 cum meron ame 
y ° from a unit that led Division II in scoring Eee GiOkiahoma SOZ20 5h) 
defense. “We should be better defensively and LB J. Fisher Ferris State 6-0/206 Sr. 
that’s where you've got to be strong in order 48 ©-Hensley Texas A&M-Kingsville 6-3/240 Sr, 
4 CARSON-NEWMAN (TENN.) to win championships,” Sparks said. Sparks LB S.Fredricks _N. Dakota State 6-3/250 Sr. 
2 PITTSBURG ST. (KAN.) = the leper sean aed ~ DB B.Decker Edinboro 6-0/192 Sr. 
to do early” in the season. The only real prob- DB _ J. J. Simmons Carson-Newman 5-8/190 Sr. 
Sees Ao MASINGSMIECE lem might be finding a way to win at Braly —pB A.Jones —N.Carolina-Central__6-0/187. Sr. 
4 FERRIS STATE Stadium in Florence, Ala., site of the national pg 7, Appling New Haven 5-11/185 So. 
5 NEBRASKA-OMAHA title game. The Eagles have ended their last Te 
6 WEST GEORGIA four seasons there in defeat, losing all four S 
times to the eventual national champ. KD. Kochanski Grand Valley 5-10/180 Sr. 
7 NORTHERN COLORADO P T.O'Brien S. Dakota State 6-1/190 Jr. 
8 INDIANA PENNSYLVANIA 2. PITTSBURG STATE (Kan.) GORILLAS RS D.Mosely Edinboro 5-10/180 Sr. 


9 ALBANY STATE (GEORGIA) 
10 N.W. MISSOURI STATE 

44 NORTH DAKOTA STATE 

412 NORTH ALABAMA 

43 CLARION (PENN.) 

14 CALIFORNIA DAVIS 

15 NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 
46 GRAND VALLEY (MICH.) 

47 NEW HAVEN (CONN.) 

48 CENTRAL OKLAHOMA 

419 CHADRON STATE (NEB.) 
20 BLOOMSBURG (PENN.) 

21 DELTA STATE (NEB.) 

22 NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

23 EMPORIA STATE (KAN.) 

24 E. STROUDSBURG (PENN.) 
25 NORTH DAKOTA 
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OVERVIEW: The Gorillas have played in three 
of the last six national championship games 
and appear to be loaded again with the retum 
of 37 lettermen. That group includes 15 players 
who started during last year's 8-3 season. 
Quarterback Zack Siegrist is a double threat, 
having thrown for 1,601 yards and 16 TDs, 
while rushing for 403 yards. The lone weakness 
may be the secondary where two key players 
must be replaced. 


3. TEXAS A&M-KINGSVILLE JAVELINAS 
OVERVIEW: Coach Ron Harms has added 
seven transfers to go with 31 returning letter- 
men. Defense could be the Javelinas’ forte. 
Defensive back Troy Asbell and lineman 
David Alsip are about as good as you'll find. 
On offense, quarterback Oktay Basci is a steady 
performer and running back Jeremy Burnell 
can beat you running or catching the ball. 


4. FERRIS STATE (Mich.) BULLDOGS 
OVERVIEW: Ferris State made a brief playoff 
appearance last year and finished at 10-2 in 


what the Bulldogs considered to be a rebuild- 
ing season. They still managed to win their 
fifth straight Midwestern Intercollegiate 
Football Conference. The Bulldogs return 18 
starters and 43 lettermen. 


5. NEBRASKA-OMAHA MAVERICKS 

OVERVIEW: The Mavericks welcome back 44 
lettermen, including 19 starters, and 28 red- 
shirt freshmen. “We're certainly not starting 
from scratch,” coach Pat Behrns said. The 
two key performers on offense will be quarter- 
back Ed Thompson, who produced nearly 
2,100 yards of total offense last year, and tail- 
back Melvin McPliaull, who rushed for 863 
yards. 


6. WEST GEORGIA BRAVES 

OVERVIEW: In the Gulf South Conference, 
the Braves have a strong nucleus returning— 
eight offensive starters, seven on defense and 
both kickers. Senior quarterback Toby 
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Strange completed 57 percent of his passes 
last year while throwing for 2,648 yards and 
24 TDs. On defense, linebacker Casey 
Pennone had 124 tackles and cornerback 
Corey Jarrells is a solid cover man. 


7. NORTHERN COLORADO BEARS 

OVERVIEW: Northern Colorado will be trying 
to achieve the difficult task of repeating as 
national champs following a 12-3 season that 
ended with an impressive win over Carson- 
Newman. The Bears have 41 lettermen back 
but must fill some big holes, particularly at 
quarterback and on the offensive line. 


8, INDIANA-PENNSYLVANIA INDIANS 
OVERVIEW: One of the top guns from the East 
will be Indiana-Pennsylvania. Although only 
11 starters and 29 lettermen return, several 
key players are among the group. On offense, 
those key players are quarterback Terry 
Throm, split end Lewis Hicks, 341-pound 
tackle Leander Jordan and running back Tink 
Stennett. Defensively, the Indians will turn to 
tackle Shannon Manning, _ linebackers 
Jeremiah Pace and Brian Walsh and back 
Barry Threats. 


9. ALBANY STATE (Ga.) RAMS 

OVERVIEW: Purvis Jackson is back to handle 
quarterback duties as he will direct a unit with 
eight starters back. The key will be the perfor- 
mance of incoming tailback Marcus Horton. 


10, NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE BEARCATS 
OVERVIEW: Northwest Missouri State had its 
season end with a one-point loss to eventual 
champ Northern Colorado in the quarterfi- 
nals, However, the Bearcats return several key 
performers. In fact, eight offensive starters, 
including the entire line, return from the 11- 
2 squad that advanced to the playoffs. 


11. NORTH DAKOTA STATE THUNDERING HERD 
OVERVIEW: There are some noticeable 
changes at North Dakota State where Bob 
Babich takes over as head coach. The 
Thundering Herd had an unacceptable 6-4 
mark last year and seek immediate improve- 
ment. There will be 15 starters back along 
with three others who had starting experience 
in previous seasons. 


12. NORTH ALABAMA EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: They list only four returning 
starters on offense and five on defense. 
Defense will be a trademark with Reginald 
Ruffin and Michael Moncrief leading the 
way. Jason Veal is back at tailback to lead the 
option attack. 


13, CLARION (Pa.) EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: The Eagles, who were 11-3 overall, 
have 13 starters back. Offense will again be a 
trademark after leading the country by scoring 
43.5 points per game last season. Quarterback 
Chris Weibel passed for 2,880 yards and 32 
TDs and running back Ron DeJidas ran for 
,231 yards. End Justin Miller and linebacker 
Mike Maguire lead the defense. 


14, CALIFORNIA-DAVIS AGGIES 

OVERVIEW: California-Davis advanced to 
he national semifinals last year before exit- 
ng the playoffs, but another solid team is 
xpected to take the field. The top player 
ould be defensive end Josh Anstey, who has 
reputation for being a hard-hitter. On 
fense, quarterback Kevin Daft appeared in 
seven games and completed 58 percent of his 
pass attempts. 
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15. NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL EAGLES 
OVERVIEW: Defense will be the strength at 
North Carolina-Central. The defensive unit 
allowed fewer than 13 points a game last sea- 
son and a host of key players are back, includ- 
ing cornerback Adrian Jones who had eight 
INTs and knocked down 15 more passes. 
Linebacker Ken Hill led the way with 133 
tackles and also contributed five turnovers. 


16, GRAND VALLEY (\Vich,) LAKERS 

OVERVIEW: Should Ferris State fall in confer- 
ence play, Grand Valley is primed to wrestle 
the league title away. Sixteen starters are 
back from the 8-3 squad. Quarterback Jeff Fox 
completed 64.3 percent of his passes while 
tossing for a school-record 2,515 yards. On 
defense, tackle Kelton Davis and end Kevin 
Clemens return after each logged nine sacks. 


17 NEW HAVEN (Conn.) CHARGERS 
OVERVIEW: The Chargers were 7-3 last year 
but lost a quarterback that tossed for 31 TDs. 
As a result, the defense will be called on 
often. With nine starters back to the unit, the 
group could be equal to the task. 


18, CENTRAL OKLAHOMA BRONCHOS 
OVERVIEW: The Bronchos have seven offen- 
sive and five defensive starters back, but the 
entire defensive line is gone as is the starting 
quarterback and key members of the receiv- 
ing crew and running game. 


19, CHADRON STATE (Neb.) EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: There will be seven starters back 
on defense and six on offense. The defense 
has big-play performers in linebacker Kevin 
Homer (22 tackles for loss), end Casey Beron 


(7.5 sacks) and safety Ryan Turman. There 
are also some offensive weapons in tailback 
Mike Fackrell (1,186 yards and 13 TDs) and 
quarterback Trevor Moon (2,025 passing 
yards and 14 TDs). 


20. BLOOMSBURG (Penn.) HUSKIES 

OVERVIEW: The Huskies, 10-2 last year, have 
an outstanding receiver in Ron Lelko, who 
averaged 8.2 catches and 133 receiving yards 
per game. Tailback Irvin Sigler rushed for 
1,746 yards and 25 TDs, and guard Tim Baer 
is considered a quality linemen. The question 
marks will be at quarterback and on defense, 
where Bloomsburg must replace seven 
starters. 


21. DELTA STATE (Miss.) STATESMEN 

OVERVIEW: The Statesmen have one of the 
country’s top offensive weapons in sophomore 
running back Tregnel Davis. He was selected 
as Mississippi's top college player last year 
after rushing for 1,700 yards. 


22, NORTHERN MICHIGAN WILDCATS 

OVERVIEW: If Northern Michigan can fill 
holes at quarterback and at linebacker, the 
playoffs could be waiting. The Wildcats were 
7-3 last year, and there are nine starters back 
on offense and seven on defense. Sophomore 
Todd Drake will be given first chance at quar- 
terback. Josh Riley leads the offensive line 
and Jason McGlone will handle the running 
game. On defense, back Cornelius Coe is a 
proven performer. 


23, EMPORIA STATE (Kan,) HORNETS 

OVERVIEW: Emporia State could be the sur- 
prise of the season. The Hornets return one of 
the country’s most exciting players in running 
back Brian Shay. He rushed for 2,103 yards 
last year, the second highest total in Division 
II history. Eight other starters are back on 
offense, and eight return on defense. 


24, EAST STROUDSBURG (Penn.) WARRIORS 
OVERVIEW: East Stroudsburg has a superb 
offense, led by quarterback Damian Poalucci, 
a finalist for the Harlon Hill Trophy last year. 
If the defensive unit can improve, the 
Warriors could be dangerous. 


25, NORTH DAKOTA FIGHTING SIOUX 

OVERVIEW: Quarterback Kevin Klancher will 
direct the unit behind a strong offensive line. 
The key performer on defense is back Erik 
Gunderson. 


Mike Goens is a staff writer for the Florence 


(Ala.) Times Daily 
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By Dennis Wilson 


ivision III football's identity has taken a dramatic upswing over the past 12 
months. The National Football Foundation inducted the first Division III players 
into its Hall of Fame, Vern Den Herder of Central (IA) and Billy “White Shoes” Johnson 
of Widener. The inaugural USA III All-Star Classic provided an opportunity for the top 


seniors from D-III teams to finish their careers in a national all-star game. 


The 


Butterfield Award was established to honor an outstanding member of the coaching pro- 
fession, which placed three sideline legends into the Hall of Fame: Harold Burry of 
Westminster, Edgar Sherman of Muskingum and Lee Tressel of Baldwin Wallace. 

Defending NCAA Division III champion Mount Union has the longest regular-season 
winning streak in college football at 24. The Purple Raiders of the Ohio Athletic 
Conference, who own the best winning percentage (.925) in college football during this 
decade, have compiled an 80-6-1 record beginning in 1990. 

Emory & Henry boasts the longest home-game winning streak nationally in Division 


III—27, dating back to October 26, 1991. 


Ursinus College, which earned its first-ever postseason berth last fall while winning the 
Centennial Conference, will be directed by Paul Guenther, the nation’s youngest NCAA 


head football coach at age 25. 


Players to Watch 
Offensive Player of the Year: 
Dante Brown, Marietta 
Defensive Player of the Year: 
John Munch, Illinois Wesleyan 


4 MOUNT UNION (OHIO) 
2 ROWAN (NEW JERSEY) 
3 WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER 
4 WASHINGTON & JEFFERSON 
5 SIMPSON (IOWA) 
6 WESLEY (DELAWARE) 
7 ST. JOHN'S (MINN.) 
8 WITTENBERG (OHIO) 
9 ILLINOIS WESLEYAN 
410 MARIETTA (OHIO) 
44 WISCONSIN-La CROSSE 
412 COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY 
43 ALBRIGHT (PA.) 
14 ALLEGHENY (PA.) 
15 WASHINGTON (MO.) 
46 TRINITY (TEXAS) 
47 THOMAS MORE (kY.) 
48 EMORY & HENRY (VA.) 
49 LYCOMING (PA.) 
20 JOHN CARROLL (OHIO) 
21 ST. THOMAS (MINN.) 
22 CATHOLIC (D.C.) 
23 BETHEL (MINN.) 
24 CENTRAL (IOWA) 
25 UNION (N.Y.) 
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1. MOUNT UNION (Ohio) PURPLE RAIDERS 
OVERVIEW: The Purple Raiders, who have 
made five straight trips to the NCAA play- 
offs, return 44 letterwinners, including 14 
starters, seven on each side of the ball. Larry 
Kehres enters his 12th campaign at the helm 
with a 110-16-3 record and will rely on a 
powerful aerial attack featuring senior quar- 
terback Bill Borchert tossing to a veteran 
receiving corps that includes Reiko Gollate, 
Kevin Knestrick and Brian Tyla. 


2. ROWAN (\\.J.) PROFS 

OVERVIEW: Reaching the Amos Alonzo Stagg 
Bowl three times in the last four years, coach 
K.C. Keeler’s Profs will produce a powerful 
aerial attack ignited by four-year signal-caller 
Greg Lister (6-foot-3, 235 pounds). He has 
veteran wide receivers Shannon Green and 
William Spearman along with tight end Jason 
Dorsey to throw to. 


3. WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER WARHAWKS 
OVERVIEW: Watch for the scoreboard to light 
up often since the Warhawks open with a 
verteran offensive unit that led the 
Wisconsin State University Conference in 
total offense last year. Senior offensive tackle 
Derrick LaVake (6-6,265) is an All-America 
on both the football field and the wrestling 
mat. 


4. WASHINGTON & JEFFERSON (Pa.) PRESIDENTS 
OVERVIEW: Coach John Luckhardt begins his 
16th season at Washington and Jefferson with 
a 126-30-2 career record and 21 returning 
starters. To put it simply, the Presidents are 


Dill Eee 
Division Ill 


sion Ill Team 

OFFENSE 

Pos. Player College HtWght. Yr. 
QB B.Borchert ‘Mt. Union 6-2/190 Sr. 
RB OD.Brown Marietta 5-10/190 Jr. 
RB M.Conaghan King's(PA) 5-11/205 Jr. 
WR K.Barth Eureka 6-0/200 Sr. 
WR J. Clay Catholic 5-10/190 Sr. 
TE R. Collins St.Thomas 6-7/235 Sr. 
OL  ChrisLewis Defiance 6-0/285 Sr. 
OL J.Cariveau = Albion 6-5/345 Jr. 
OL T.C.Couhig Marietta 6-0/265 Sr. 
OL J. El-Etr Wash./MO 6-4/275 Sr. 
OL J. Haines Coll.ofNJ —6-3/260 Sr. 

DEFENSE 
DL =A. Buccaro Susquehanna 6-0/220 Sr. 
DL B. Coutts Redlands 6-4/220 Sr. 
DL J.J,Fadden Wilkes 6-3/240 Sr. 
DL J. Gilbert Wabash 6-0/220 Sr. 
LB F. Carter MacMurray 6-1/230_— Sr. 
LB L. Fletcher John Carroll 6-0/230 Sr. 
LB B. Goehler Ripon 6-1/235 Sr. 
DB A.Doran Trinity/TX 6-1/217 Sr. 
DB P.Hinckle Ursinus 6-1/200 Jr. 
DB B. Maro Albright 5-11/170 Jr. 
DB -B.Mushatt —St. John’s 6-0/190 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

PK —_—‘T.Benecivenni J. Hopkins 6-2/200 = Sr. 
P J. Shea Cal.Lutheran 6-2/195 Sr. 
RS = T.Shannon = Wartburg 6-0/180 = Jr. 


loaded with a winning tradition combined 
with an outstanding group of veterans. The 
team is led by All-America defensive end D.J. 
Valente, a senior. 


5. SIMPSON (lowa) STORM 

OVERVIEW: Loaded with 12 offensive and 11 
defensive players with starting experience, 
the Storm looks to return to the NCAA play- 
offs. Simpson averaged 497.4 offensive yards 
per game last year and returns seven letter- 
men up front in the offensive trenches. 
They'll be counted on to protect senior quar- 
terback Brad Jorgenson, last year’s Iowa 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference MVP 
who keyed Simpson’s explosive offensive 
attack. 


6. WESLEY (Del.) WOLVERINES 

OVERVIEW: With 10 starters back on offense 
led by senior running back Brandon 
Steinheim—who owns the Division III 
record for consecutive 100-yard rushing 


games at 19—Wesley is in good shape. All 
four starters return in a defensive secondary 
that ranked seventh nationally in pass-effi- 
ciency defense. 


7. ST. JOHN'S (Minn.) JOHNNIES 

OVERVIEW: Quality is the key as coach Jim 
Gagliardi’s bunch returns five offensive and 
four defensive stalwarts from last year’s 11-1 
team that advanced to the NCAA quarterfi- 
nals. Sparked by sterling defensive backs Matt 
Emmerich and Brett Mushatt, expect St. 
John’s to make a strong bid for its fifth 
straight Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference title. 


8, WITTENBERG (Ohio) TIGERS 

OVERVIEW: Coming off a 9-1 season, Joe 
Fincham enters his second campaign with 14 
returning starters, eight on the offensive side 
of the ball. Senior middle linebacker Kent 
Rafey has started every game in his career and 
is already the Tigers’ third-leading all-time 
tackler with 339. 


9, ILLINOIS WESLEYAN TITANS 

OVERVIEW: Despite the graduation of quarter- 
back Lon Ericson, the 1996 Gagliardi Trophy 
winner, the Titans’ strong defense keyed by 
senior LB John Munch, the CCIW Defensive 
Player of the Year last season, should propel 
head coach Norm Eash’s squad to another 
shot at the NCAA Division III title. 


10. MARIETTA (Ohio) PIONEERS 

OVERVIEW: The nation’s seventh-ranked team 
in rushing offense in 1996, the Pioneers will 
feature an explosive attack led by junior 
Dante Brown, an AFCA Division III All- 
America last season when he topped the 
nation in rushing, scoring and all-purpose 
yardage. 


11, WISCONSIN-La CROSSE EAGLES 
OVERVIEW: The defending WSUC champions 
who've claimed a pair of NCAA Division III 
titles in the 90s, lost 13 all-conference picks 
including Mike Maslowski, who has signed as 
a free agent with San Diego Chargers after 
playing in the USA III All-Star Classic with 
teammate Erik Halvorsen. Coach Roger 
Harring begins his 29th campaign with a 243- 
64-7 record. The Eagles winning tradition 
alone establishes them as a threat for a 
national title. 


12. COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY LOS 

OVERVIEW: After an undefeated conference 
season in the New Jersey Athletic 
Conference, the Lions return nine starters on 
an offense led by senior QB Pete Harteveld. 


Meanwhile, the stellar defense is intact with 
eight returning starters topped by DL Reggie 
Jeffries and LB Jim Reilly, who recorded 113 
hits in 1996. 


13. ALBRIGHT (Pa.) LIONS 

OVERVIEW: Lions under first-year coach E.J. 
Sandusky have all 11 starters back on defense 
after posting a 9-1 mark before losing in sec- 
ond round of playoffs to Lycomong. The 
offense is directed by All-America candidate 
Bryan Snyder, who will hook up with Eric 
Nemec (WR) and Ben Reph (TE). 


14. ALLEGHENY (Pa.) GATORS 

OVERVIEW: Head coach Ken O'Keefe, themost 
successful D-III coach with an .892 winning 
percentage (70-8-1) welcomes 10 starters to 
preseason camp. Senior signal caller Kyle 
Adamson is one of the nation’s top D-III 
quarterbacks and Jim Mormino is an All- 
America running back. Linebacker Mike 
Leonard will key the “D” that allowed just 9.0 
points per game last year. 


15. WASHINGTON (Mo.) BEARS 

OVERVIEW: Joe El-Etr (6-4/275) is one of the 
premier college centers at any level. Last 
year, he made UAA history when he 
became the first offensive lineman to garner 
player of the year honors. With the senior 
quarterback-wide receiver tandem of Thor 
Larsen and Vernon Butler scoring at will, 
coach Larry Kindbom’s ninth year at the 
helm should bring a fourth straight conf. 
title. 


16. TRINITY (Texas) TIGERS 

OVERVIEW: With 16 starters included among 
55 returning letterwinners, the Tigers are 
favored to five-peat as SCAC champions and 
earn a berth in the D-III playoffs that just 
evaded them last season with a 9-1 mark. 
Head coach Steve Mohr has his offensive 
backfield of Mark Byarlay (TB), Tres Doran 
(FB) and Mike Burton (QB) back. 


17. THOMAS MORE (Ky.) SAINTS 

The Saints’ defensive unit could be lethal 
led by All-America free safety Mike Bramlage 
who recorded 87 tackles and picked off seven 
interceptions last year. Jeremy Rogers and 
Chris Wells are veteran linebackers while 
Chris Kent is a standout at tight end. 


18. EMORY & HENRY (V2.) WASPS 

OVERVIEW: Led by senior DT Jamie Harless, 
the Wasps “D” unit has eight returning letter- 
winners after ranking seventh in the nation 
in rush defense, eighth in scoring defense and 
15th nationally in total defense. A fifth con- 


secutive title is within reach. 


19. LYCOMING (Pa.) WARRIORS 

OVERVIEW: Frank Gerardi begins his 26th sea- 
son with 13 starters among 36 leterwinners. 
Up front in the trenches, Jason Meyer will 
open holes for running back Steve Hill while 
Brett Zalonis will lead the defensive unit from 
his linebacker slot. 


20, JOHN CARROLL (Ohio) BLUE STREAKS 
OVERVIEW: Junior inside linebacker 
London Fletcher returns to lead the Blue 
Streaks’ defensive unit which ranked fifth 
in the nation in scoring defense, was third 
in turnover margin and runner-up in kick- 
off returns. John Carroll has 10. starters 
back. 


21. ST. THOMAS (Minn,) TOMMIES 

OVERVIEW: With the entire offensive line 
intact, the club looks to improve on last year's 
7-2 mark and third-place finish in the MIAC. 
Ryan Collins is the premier D-III tight end in 
the nation and senior safety Trent Hanson is a 
hitter. 


22. CATHOLIC (().C.) CARDINALS 

OVERVIEW: The Cardinals will be flying high 
again in 1997 with the senior tandem of QB 
Kevin Ricca and All-America wide receiver 
Jeff Clay. With 13 starters among 51 letter- 
men back, coach Tom Clark has set the 
NCAA playoffs as his fourth-year goal. 


23. BETHEL (Minn.) ROYALS 

OVERVIEW: Posting a 9-1 mark in 1996, the 
Royals return 13 starters under Steve Johnson 
who was named the AFCA Region V Coach of 
the Year. Senior quarterback Matt Lundeen is 
one of five returning MIAC All-Stars. Lundeen 
found the endzone 29 times as a junior. 


24. CENTRAL (lowa) FLYING DUTCHMEN 
OVERVIEW: Led by four returning seniors and 
seven junior starters, first-year head coach 
Rich Kacmarynski will continue the winning 
tradition established over the last 36 straight 
seasons by the legendary Ron Schipper. Wide 
receiver Justin Quass and corner Andrew 
Paulsen earned all-conference last year. 


25. UNION (N.Y) DUTCHMEN 

OVERVIEW: Union has 40 returning letterwin- 
ners back from last year’s 9-1 squad that won 
the ECAC Northwest title. Union also 
returns 15 starters, seven of whom played ona 
defensive unit which finished seventh in the 
country in total defense. 


Dennis Wilson is President of Sports In The USA, Inc. 
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By Bill Doherty 
ITH THE NUMBER OF LARGER-ATTENDANCE NAIA DiIvisION I SCHOOLS 
dwindling, it became necessary for the Division I schools to join up with the 
smaller Division II schools to form one large conglomeration of 100-plus NAIA 
schools starting this fall. How will it affect the national landscape? Not much, if you 
ask coach Vic Wallace of Lambuth (Tenn.). 

“Just because we're adding the Division I teams doesn’t mean the balance of power 
is going to change in NAIA football, as long as each school adheres to the same 
financial aid guidelines,” Wallace said. “The size of the school doesn’t mean anything. 
What’s important in NAIA football is tradition and recruiting. The teams that have 
been good in recent years will remain good, no matter what their enrollment is.” 


Players to Watch 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
David Ruter, Sioux Falls 

Defensive Player of the Year: 
Mark Spencer, Western Washington 


Predicted Order of Finish 


4 WESTERN WASHINGTON 

2 EVANGEL (MO.) 

3 SIOUX FALLS (S.D.) 

4 MONTANATECH 

5 FINDLAY (OHIO) 

6 GENEVA (PA.) 

7 LAMBUTH (TENN.) 

8 CLINCH VALLEY (VA.) 

9 NORTHWESTERN (IOWA) 
410 PACIFIC LUTHERAN (WASH.) 
44 WESTMINSTER (PA.) 

42 WILLAMETTE (ORE.) 

43 BENEDICTINE (KAN.) 

414 MARY (N.D.) 

45 NW OKLAHOMA STATE 
46 VALLEY CITY STATE (N.D.) 
477 WALSH (OHIO) 

48 CARROLL (MONT) 

419 LINFIELD (ORE,) 

20 BETHANY (KAN.) 

21 ST. AMBROSE (IOWA) 
22 CENTRAL WASHINGTON 
23 AZUSA PACIFIC (CALIF) 
24 PERU STATE (NEB.) 

25 MALONE (OHIO) 


1, WESTERN WASHINGTON Vikings 

OVERVIEW: Last year, Western Washington 
(11-2) logged the most wins in school history 
(11), reached the NAIA title game for the 
first time and won back-to-back league titles 
for the first time since 1924. What will the 
Vikes do for an encore in 1997? Make a 
national title run, no doubt. Senior quarter- 
back Darren Erath is a bonafide All-America 
candidate after setting single-season marks for 
passing yardage (3,157) and TD passes (24) 
last fall. The ground game will be potent with 
senior tailback Ryan Wiggins (1,361 yards, 9 
TDs) running behind a veteran offensive line 
anchored by a pair of 1996 All-Americas— 
guard Todd Walcker (6-foot-3, 245 pounds) 
and center Matt Cross (6-1, 250). 


2. EVANGEL (Mo.) CRUSADERS 

OVERVIEW: Seventeen starters return from last 
year’s 11-1 squad, including 10 on offense. 
Evangel’s high-octane attack will be run by 
Florida State transfer Eric Black. The ground 
attack will be paced by Terrance Butler 
(778 yards, 4 TDs) and LaBarron Burden 
(722, 5 TDs). 


3. SIOUX FALLS (S.D.) COUGARS 

OVERVIEW: With the graduation of record-set- 
ting quarterback Kurtiss Riggs, the 1996 
NAIA Division II champs won’t take to the 
skies nearly so often in 1997. This year, the 
emphasis will be on the ground game, led by 
junior All-America candidate David Ruter 
(6-0, 195). Ruter and running mate David 
Feich (323 yards in four games) have the lux- 
ury of running behind NFL-sized second-team 
All-America tackle Andy Harold (6-5, 330). 


4. MONTANA TECH OREDIGGERS 

OVERVIEW: After falling to SW Oklahoma 
State, 33-31, in the NAIA Division I title 
game last fall, so Bob Green’s club won't lack 
motivation in 1997. A pair of first-team D-I 
AlL-Americas return in 6-1, 220-pound senior 
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All-NAIA Team 


OFFENSE 

Pos. Player College HL/Wt Yr. 
QB OD.Erath W. Washington 6-1/195 Sr. 
RB OD. Ruter Sioux Falls 6-0/195 Jr. 
RB E. Raphael Azusa Pacific 5-9/190 Sr. 
WR K.Lerum Pacific Lutheran 63/210 Sr. 
WR J. Dollar Evangel 6-0/180 Sr. 
TE B.Blachford NWOklahomaSt. 6-5/240 Sr. 
OL A.Harold Sioux Falls 6-5/330 Sr. 
OL T.Cutchin Clinch Valley 6-4/287 Sr. 
OL T.Walcker W. Washington 6-3/245 Sr. 
OL C.Shepherd St. Ambrose 6-8/275 Sr. 
OL B.Scott Geneva (Pa.) 6-1/290 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

DL C.Schreifels Minn.-Crookston 6-3/290 Sr. 
DL K.Vander LindenN'Westem (lowa) 6-2/265 Sr. 
DL J. Wallick Malone 5-11/230Sr. 
DLS, Kilgore Clinch Valley 6-0/228 Sr. 
LB M.Spencer W.Washington 6-0/230 Sr. 
LB OK. Krick Benedictine 6-2/245 Sr. 
LB B.Folkert Willamette 6-0/190 Jr. 
DBP. Porter Sioux Falls 5-11/200Sr. 
DB S.Truesdell _Valley City St. 5-10/195Sr. 
DB G.Hall Montana Tech 6-3/190 Jr. 
DB K.Kramer N'Western (la.) 6-1/190 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K M.McKenna RockyMt.-Mont. 6-2/205 So. 
PS. Athey Hastings (Neb.) — 6-0/190 Sr. 
RSS. Johnson Benedictine 5-10/175Jr. 


linebacker Paul Hladky and 6-0, 190-pound 
junior Guy Hall. Tech also returns five 1996 
honorable mention All-Americas, including 
senior tailback Jimmy Watson, senior spilt 
end Davis Almanza and senior defensive back 
Toby Westbrook. 


5. FINDLAY (Ohio) OILERS 

OVERVIEW: Scoring points shouldn't be a 
problem for Findlay in 1997. Quarterback Bo 
Hurley is back to run the show. Bo knows 
running (825 yards and 13 rushing TDs). And 
Bo knows throwing the ball (1,241 passing 
yards and 17 TD passes in 1996). The defense 
needs retooling. Three starters do return, the 
most experienced being Steve Adams (63 
tackles) and Chris Barbara (50 tackles). 


6. GENEVA (P2.) GOLDEN TORNADOES 

OVERVIEW: With the loss of the school’s all- 
time leading rusher Willie Murray (3,622 
yards) to the CFL’s Montreal Alouettes, most 
figured the Tornadoes would be downgraded 


to a tropical storm this fall. Sure, Geneva’s 
schedule is tough-as-nails, but so is Gene 
DeMarco’s club. The defensive line should be 
among the strongest in NAIA football, 
anchored by senior Jon Rose and juniors John 
Schmitt and Seth Rosenberger. 


7. LAMBUTH (Jenn,) EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: On offense, the biggest question 
mark is finding someone to replace four-year 
starter Cory Hill at quarterback. It appears 
that Wallace will move senior wide receiver 
Stacy Caruthers to quarterback. The ground 
game is in good hands with senior fullback 
Willie Bernard. 


8. CLINCH VALLEY (V/a.) HIGHLAND CAVALIERS 
OVERVIEW: Look for the winning ways to con- 
tinue with 14 starters back from last fall’s 10-1 
club, including senior defensive end Shane 
Kilgore (30 tackles for loss last year) and senior 
offensive tackle Troy Cutchin (6-4, 287). 


9. NORTHWESTERN (lowa) RED RAIDERS 
OVERVIEW: The strength of this year’s squad 
should be its defense, which returns second- 
team All-America defensive lineman Kevin 
Vander Linden. Offensively, the Red Raiders 
return quarterback Jeremy DeBie, top receiv- 
er Chad Netten and starting tailback Nate 
Maassen. 


10. PACIFIC LUTHERAN (Wash,) LUTES 
OVERVIEW: Pacific Lutheran’s legendary coach 
Frosty Westering can pick up his 250th career 
victory in the Lutes’ opener vs. Cal Lutheran 
on Sept. 13. And with 11 starters back from 
last year’s 7-3 NAIA D-II playoff team, wins 
251, 252 and 253 can’t be far behind. Seven 
starters return on offense, led by a pair of sec- 
ond-team All-Americas in slotback Peter 
Finstuen and receiver Karl Lerum. 


11, WESTMINSTER (Pa,) TITANS 

OVERVIEW: A pair of experienced defensive 
ends return for Westminster in senior Craig 
Villwock, an honorable mention NAIA 
Division I] All-America last year, and senior 
Phil Park, the team leader in sacks last fall 
(13). The offense has seven returning starters, 
including senior quarterback Todd Huda (116- 
228, 1,523 yards, 11 TDs, 5 INTs). Junior tail- 
back Denny Flora, who started as a freshman 
and rushed for 763 yards is fun to watch. 


12, WILLAMETTE ((re.) BEARCATS 

OVERVIEW: The Bearcats should ride a stingy 
defense and the all-purpose talents of senior 
quarterback Chuck Pinkerton to another 
playoff berth in 1997. Anchoring the defense 
will be an all-senior front seven, led by tackles 


Jackson Baures, Rodney Wood and inside 
linebacker Brandon Folkert. 


13. BENEDICTINE (Kan.) RAVENS 

OVERVIEW: The key returnees on offense are 
junior quarterback Bill Lindquist (school- 
record 2,018 yards last fall), senior tailback 
Eric Pitts (657 yards, 10 TDs) and senior 
offensive tackle Dallas Patterson (6-3, 300). 


14. MARY (N.D.) MARAUDERS 

OVERVIEW: Coach Tom Shea can’t help but 
wonder what kind of numbers sophomore 
quarterback Chris Schwab will post the next 
three seasons. “Here’s a kid that didn’t throw 
the ball before he came here,” Shea said. 
“And Chris comes in and throws for 2,300 
yards. What will this kid do when he gets 
more comfortable with our four wide receiver 
offense?” 


15. NW OKLAHOMA STATE RANGERS 
OVERVIEW: New coach Tim Albin has the luxu- 
ry of seven returnees on offense, including first- 
team All-America tight end Brock Blachford 
(6-5, 240). Three starting offensive lineman are 
also back, the best being TJ. Hamill (6-0, 250). 
On defense, the Rangers should be tough to run 
against. The reasons? Nose guard Pete Bayless 
and defensive tackle David Guy. 


16. VALLEY CITY STATE (N.D.) VIKINGS 
OVERVIEW: Valley City State is coming off a 
9-2 season in 1996 and should battle Mary 
(N.D.) for the distinction of top NAIA team. 
On offense, the Vikings have one of the 
nation’s best ground attacks with the return of 
1,400-yard rusher Trevor Bakalar. The scary 
part? Some folks don’t think that Bakalar is 
the most talented back on Valley City State’s 
campus. That’s because injury-plagued senior 
Max Miranda finally appears healthy after 
averaging 93 rushing yards per game last fall. 


17. WALSH (Ohio) CAVALIERS 

OVERVIEW: Jim Dennison’s program heads 
into its third year with a 13-8 overall record 
and a ton of returnees. Leading the list of 
offensive returnees is 1996 honorable men- 
tion All-America runner Damont Skanes 
(1,215 yards), Ten starters are back on 
defense, including All-America candidate 
Matt Wood at defensive end. 


18. CARROLL (\Mont.) FIGHTING SAINTS 
OVERVIEW: If nothing else, Carroll (6-4) 
should be strong in the trenches in 1997. 
That's because first-team All-America offen- 
sive lineman Seth Wyman returns for his 
senior year, as does honorable mention All- 
America defensive lineman Blaine Stimac. 


19. LINFIELD (Ore,) WILDCATS 

OVERVIEW: This year, the Wildcats are aiming 
for their 42nd consecutive winning season— 
only Harvard (1881-1923) and Notre Dame 
(1889-1932) have accomplished that feat in 
college football history. The return of sixteen 
starters (8 offense, 8 defense) should help. 


20. BETHANY (Kan.) SWEDES 

OVERVIEW: Sure, five NAIA Division II All- 
Americas are gone from last year’s 8-1 squad, 
including second-team All-America quarter- 
back Jorge Munoz. But the Swedes are still a 
club to keep an eye on 1997, thanks to the 
return of twelve starters. 


21, ST. AMBROSE (Iowa) BEES 

OVERVIEW: The Bees must face a tough sched- 
ule (games vs. Geneva, Westminster, Findlay 
and Graceland-lowa) without Lionel Porter, 
the first-team All-America tailback who led 
Division II in rushing last fall. Eight starters 


are back on defense, led by senior linebacker 
B,J. Wilkinson. 


22. CENTRAL WASHINGTON WILDCATS 
OVERVIEW: New coach John Zamberlin will 
attempt to breathe new life into the Cats. 
The 41-year-old Zamberlin, the defensive 
coordinator at Richmond the past two years, 
replaces Jeff Zenisek, who joined Mike 
Dunbar’s staff at Northern Iowa. The cup- 
board isn’t bare at Central Washington, 
where 13 starters return. 


23. AZUSA PACIFIC (Calif) COUGARS 

OVERVIEW: Azusa Pacific’s sudden rise hasn't 
gone unnoticed. In fact, Division III oppo- 
nents are dropping them from their schedule 
right and left, especially after the Cougars 
went 7-3 last year (their first winning season 
since 1990). Don’t cry for APU though, 
which returns eight starters on offense. 


24, PERU STATE (Neb.) BOBCATS 

OVERVIEW: Sixteen starters are back from last 
season's 7-3 squad. The offense certainly 
doesn’t lack for experience with nine starters 
back. Linebackers Kevin Vogel (89 tackles), a 
1996 second-team All-America, and Rashaan 
Douglas will lead the defensive charge. 


25. MALONE (Ohio) PIONEERS 

OVERVIEW: The Pioneers lost 16 starters from 
last year’s 8-2 squad. The good news is that 
among the returnees is senior defensive end 
Jason Wallick, a second-team NAIA Division 
Il All-America last fall. The major problem 
for Malone will be replacing its starting quar- 
terback, top two runners and most of its 
offensive line. 
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JUCO 


By Hal Curry 
S JUNIOR COLLEGE FOOTBALL HURLS TOWARD A NEW MILLENNIUM, 
some might pine for the days when jammed stadiums were the 
ule and not the exception. Crowds at JUCO games have 
dwindled in recent years, but don’t confuse that with the products 
coaches are putting on the field. 

“T think the quality of JC football has always been good,” said Hank 
Ives, director of the JC Grid-Wire the past 38 years. “But | think it’s bet- 
ter now than it’s ever been. With four-year colleges making it tougher 
for high school players to qualify, it’s only natural that the JC talent 
level would get better.” 


All-JUCO Team Predicted Order of Finish 


OFFENSE 1 DIXIE (Utah) 

Pos, Player College HL/Wt Yr. 2 HINDS (Miss.) 

QB TT. Toliver Hinds 6-1/175 So. . 

RB Carlton Booe Trinity Valley 5-10/185 So. 3 PALOMAR (Calif.) 

RB Eric Shine Mt.San Antonio 5-11/208 So. 4 CITY COLLEGE OF 

WR Josh Andrews Gavilan 6-0/160 So. SAN FRANCISCO 

WR Connie Moore NW Miss, 5-10/175 So. 5 NAVARRO (Tex.) 

Md rts apie Fresno 6-5/240 So. 6 SACRAMENTO CITY (Calif.) 
Sacramento 6-4/295 So. 

OL Stocker McDougle Navarro SI 7 COFFEYVILLE (Kan.) 

OL DavidMichal Nassau 6-4/300 So. 8 LOS ANGELES VALLEY 

OL Jay Moore Cerritos 6-3/300 So. 9 BLINN (Tex.) 

OL GregRobinson Coffeyville 6-5/350 So. 40 BAKERSFIELD (Calif.) 

DEFENSE 11 SADDLEBACK (Calif.) 

DL Erik Flowers Trinity Valley 6-4/235 So. 42 NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI 

DL Terrell Jurineack Coffeyville 6-4/252 So. 13 EL CAMINO (Calif.) 

DL OtisLeverette Middle Georgia 6-7/270 So. 44 NASSAU (N.Y.) 

DL Gabe Terry Chabot 6-5/300 So. 

LB "Mitton Harris Grossmont 6-4/260 So. 15 MT. SAN ANTONIO (Calif.) 

LB IvyMcCullough Palomar 6-5/235 So. 16 CERRITOS (Calif.) 

LB Fred Rogers Navarro 6-3/240 So. 147 GARDEN CITY (Kan.) 


DB Robert Bean Georgia Military 6-1/185 So. 

DB Miguel Merritt. SanFrancisco  6-2/207 So. fe NCR PAE STATE 
DB Chris Paogofie Dixie 5-11/215 So. 19 CHAFFEY (Calif.) 

DB Jamarcus Powers Blinn 510/175 So. 20 GEORGIA MILITARY 


zs 21 TRINITY VALLEY (Tex.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K Brett Thompson Saddleback 510/200, 2% GROSSMONT (Calif) 
P  DeoneHorinek Garden City 6-4/244 So. 23 MERCED (Calif.) 
RS Dennis Short Mendocino 5-11/200So. 24 SNOW (Utah) 


25 HANCOCK (Calif.) 


Players to Watch 


Offensive Player of the Year: 
Carlton Booe, Trinity Valley 
Defensive Player of the Year: 
Robert Pollard, Hinds 
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1, DIMIE (Utah) REBELS 

OVERVIEW: After consecutive 10-1 finishes, Dixie 
tries to step up with 15 returning starters, including 
nine on offense. The Rebels need to find a replace- 
ment for All-America tailback Ridrick Johnson, 
but quarterback T.D. Croshaw (2,400 yards pass- 
ing) returns. Vaughn Ayala (6-foot-6, 310 pounds) 
and Glenn Pilarovski (6-6, 300) lead a physical 
offensive line. A talented defense features safety 
Chris Paogofie, tackle Jared Tanagovic (6-3, 310) 
and linebacker Peter Salavea (6-4, 235). 


2. HINDS (Viss.) EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: Hinds is on a mission after three forfeits 
cost it an 11-0 season. T.T. Toliver passed for more 
than 1,500 yards, can scramble and was a prep All- 
Stater in Mississippi. Speedster James Williams 
returns at wide receiver. Wes Shivers leads an 
offensive line that returns three starters. The 
defense will feature speed to the extreme, starting 
with end Mark Word (6-6, 245), linebacker Robert 
Pollard (6-2, 215) and defensive back Shodrick 
Harris (6-0, 185). 


3. PALOMAR (Cali) COMETS 

OVERVIEW: Depth, talent and coach Tom Craft's 
history of nurturing quarterbacks ease concerns 
about the starting backfield. Matt O'Neal (6-4, 275) 
and Ted Printy (6-5, 285) anchor a veteran line. 
Elusive Julius Dixon leads a deep receiving corps. 
Linebackers Ivy McCullough (6-5, 235), Prescott 
Utoa (6-1, 225) and Shanta Chaloux (6-2, 235), 
defensive back Damon Dickey and tackle Eddie 
Lologo (5-1, 275) are the heart of a solid defense. 


4. CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO RAMS 
OVERVIEW: The Rams return nine defensive starters 
from a club that closed 1996 with 10 straight wins 
after a loss. Safety Miguel Merritt (6-2, 207), line- 
backer James Cotton (6-4, 245) and lineman 
Scottie Nicholson (6-3, 255) are the top returnees. 
Quarterback Torrance Bryant, speedy wide receiver 
Jerry Rogyermore and tackle Manu Savea (6-3, 
275) lead the offense. 


5. NAVARRO (Texas) BULLDOGS 

OVERVIEW: Tackle Stocker McDougle (6-7, 375) 
leads an offense that features quarterback Jim 
Pittman (2,100 yards passing), wide receiver Jerrian 
James and highly touted freshman tailback Fred 
Wallace (6-3, 245). The defense is loaded with 
seven returning starters, including linebackers Fred 
Rogers (6-3, 240) and Michael Wilborn (6-1, 240), 
and free safety Anthony Johnson. 


6. SACRAMENTO CITY (Calf) PANTHERS 

OVERVIEW: An offense that averaged 499 yards a 
game returns seven starters, including guard Donta 
Kendrick (6-4, 295), 1,000-yard rusher Avery 
Cummings and wide receiver Eric Frazer. Only 
quarterback, where a freshman will have to emerge, 
is a concern. Six more starters return on defense, 


where cornerback Torre Watson (11 interceptions) 
and lineman Clyde Sanders (6-3, 290) are the play- 
ers to watch. 


7. COFFEYVILLE (Kan,) RED RAVENS 

OVERVIEW: Lineman Greg Robinson (6-5, 350) and 
Scott Pitt (6-3, 290) lead an offense that averaged 
390 yards rushing a game in '96. Tailbacks Derrick 
Foster and J Crabtree, who combined for 1,612 
yards rushing and 23 touchdowns as backups, also 
return. End Terrell Jurineack (6-4, 252), corner- 
back Dashann Austin and the linebacking broth- 


ers—Hincs, Carlos and Dexter—power the 
defense. 
8. LOS ANGELES VALLEY MONARCHS 


OVERVIEW: Pass-happy Valley gets a mew coach 
(Gary Barlow) and starting quarterback (strong- 
armed Tom Racius), but 14 returning starters from a 
10-1 team ease the transition. Four returning line- 
backers, including Jeff Macrea (6-2, 245) and 
Damion Thompson (6-0, 240), give the defense bite. 


9. BLINN (Tex.) BUCCANEERS 

OVERVIEW: Rivals may feel turnover has made the 
two-time defending national champions vulnerable, 
but don’t tell Blinn and new coach Jeff Conway. 
Tailback Mike Green (6-0, 230) rushed for 1,000 
yards and 19 TDs as a reserve, quarterback Darren 
Sostand is 2-0 as a starter and Quincy Morgan (6-2, 
210) is a big time receiver. The defense will domi- 
nate with speed, in the form of cornerback Jamarcus 
Powers and end Abasi Thomas. 


10, BAKERSFIELD (Cali) RENEGADES 

OVERVIEW: After consecutive 10-1 finishes, the 
Renegades figure to be strong again with Armis 
Stokes (1,084 yards rushing) and J’Dron London 
running behind Matt McCormick (6-2, 300), Ryan 
Hanson (6-7, 270) and Jason Allgood (6-9, 412). 
Cornerback Kevin Burton (6-1, 202) highlights a 
defense that gets redshirts Jonathan Gardner (6-5, 
245) and PJ. McNamara (6-9, 305) back at line- 
backer and tackle. 


11, SADDLEBACK (Calif) GAUCHOS 

OVERVIEW: Eight returning starters and five transfers 
should help the Gauchos (co-champions in one 
national poll) add to their 17-game winning streak. 
Matt O'Connor (6-4, 195), who had a 400-yard pass- 
ing game in his only start at Portland State, steps in at 
quarterback. End Steve Sutherland (6-4, 255), and 
linebackers Davis Josker (5-11, 233) and Brandon 
Smith (6-1, 233) are the top defensive returnees. 


12. NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI RANGERS 

OVERVIEW: All but 15 players return from last year’s 
7-3 team, including quarterback Willie Gardner (6- 
1, 185) and wide receiver Connie Moore (5-10, 
175). Gardner (6-1, 185) split time at quarterback 
while Moore caught 37 passes in seven games. 
Freshman tailback Kevin Jones could also be some- 


thing special. Linebacker Shawn Johnson (6-3, 
220) and defensive back Trevor Sanford are skilled 
and tough minded on defense. 


13. EL CAMINO (Calif) WARRIORS 

OVERVIEW: El Camino relied heavily on freshmen 
last season and still managed to finish 8-3. Look for 
the experience of QB Damion Ward to pay off with 
a climb up the polls. Ward passed for more than 
3,000 yards, while a line led by Robert Grundy 
(6-5, 305) allowed just four sacks. Safety Eric 
Barnes and linebackers Al Narin and Juan Jimenez 
punctuate the defense. 


14, NASSAU (NY) LIONS 

OVERVIEW: Eleven starters from last year's 11-0 club 
return, including eight on offense. Center David 
Michal (6-4, 300) and fullback Rodrico Freire (6-1, 
220) are the top returnees, and Corey Peterson (6- 
2, 200) heads a deep receiving corps. Reggie Berrios 
is ready to step in at tailback, and quarterback is 
expected to be a strength. The defense will have to 
be retooled. 


15. MT. SAN ANTONIO (Cali) MOUNTIES 

OVERVIEW: The Mounties can pass with quarter- 
back Mike Moschetti, run with tailback Eric Shine 
and have an experienced line featuring center 
Dustin Owen (6-2, 320). Wideout Dwight Carter 
and tight end Brian Futrell are Moschetti’s top tar- 
gets. The defense also looks sound with linebacker 
Antonio Pierce (6-2, 220) and Steve Williams 
(6-2, 185) returning. 


16. CERRITOS (Cail) FALCONS 

OVERVIEW: If quarterback Matt Sorenson returns 
from a shoulder injury, look out. The Falcons are 
loaded at the skill positions, and have a solid offen- 
sive line led by Jay Moore (6-3, 300) and Mario 
Meraz (6-2, 310). Tackle Jerald Sua (6-2, 295) and 
cornerback Hashi Robertson lead a defense that is 
strong up front and in the secondary, but lacks 
experience at linebacker. 


17. GARDEN GITY (Kan.) BRONCBUSTERS 

OVERVIEW: Only five starters return, but the 
Broncbusters will reload with redshirts, transfers 
and talented freshmen. Frank Murphy brings slash- 
ing speed and strength to tailback. Also watch for 
wide receiver George Ross. Tackles Carnell 
Houston (6-1, 265) and Tyrone Wilkens (6-4, 276) 
and cornerback Anthony Miller lead the defense. 


18. NORTH DAKOTA STATE WILDCATS 

OVERVIEW: The Wildcats return 34 players from last 
year’s 9-1 team, including quarterback Dan Schultis 
(just three INTs in 183 pass attempts), tailback 
Justin Cobb and wide receiver Tony Asay. The 
defense is led by linemen Clint Dowdy (6-2, 272). 


19. CHAFFEY (Cali) PANTHERS 
OVERVIEW: Quarterback Erik Stidham (6-2, 210), 


who passed for more than 2,000 yards, is back from 
last year's 9-2 club. Guard Luis Garcia (6-2, 285), 
center Steve Wilderson (6-2, 290), tailback 
Donnell Wilcott and wide receiver Kris Amackerd 
are also among the returnees. End Curtis Wilkins 
(6-4, 220), tackle Jason Lepore (6-1, 270) and a 
veteran group of linebackers make the defense a 
strong point. 


20. GEORGIA MILITARY BULLDOGS 

OVERVIEW: Prized cornerback Robert Bean, lineback- 
ers Jimmy Vickerstaff and Warren Lott (both 
6-2, 220), and an experienced offensive line led by 
guard Eddie Graham (6-2, 310) and tackle Rod 
Joseph (6-5, 315), figure to get the Bulldogs back into 
top-20 form after a 7-3 season. The team will be short 
on experience at the skill positions. 


21. TRINITY VALLEY (Jex,) CARDINALS 

OVERVIEW: Tailback Carlton Booe (1,481 yards 
rushing) is considered by many to be JUCO’s top 
running back, and has the benefit of running 
behind guard Kynan Forney (6-2, 285) and an 
experienced line. The addition of quarterback 
Jacob Allen, a Texas high school player of the year, 
will also provide a boost. End Erik Flowers (6-4, 
235) provides talent and experience on what will 
be a young defense. 


22. GROSSMONT (Cait) GRIFFINS 

OVERVIEW: All-America quarterback Akili Smith is 
gone, but Grossmont still figures to be good. Milton 
Harris (6-4, 260) has received raves since moving to 
linebacker. Offensively, the Griffins will emphasize 
the talents of Dykie Smith, Roshaun Norris and 
Julian Sells out of the backfield. 


23. MERCED (Calit) BLUE DEVILS 

OVERVIEW: Merced, which emphasized defense to win 
back-to-back Central Valley Conference titles, hopes 
for a three-peat with offense leading the way. 
Tailback Reuben Droughns, who rushed for 1,480 
yards despite not starting until the fifth game, is one 
of eight starters back on offense. 


24, SNOW (Utah) EAGLES 

OVERVIEW: Always a threat to crack the Top 10, it 
looks like a rebuilding year for Snow. Sure, there is 
reason for optimism with freshman redshirt Fred 
Salanoa (6-2, 175) taking over at quarterback and 
the return of tight end Jack Schweiger (6-6, 245), 
flanker Kevin Curtis and wide receiver David Steel. 
But progress can’t be hurried. 


25. HANCOCK (Cali,) BULLDOGS, 

OVERVIEW: After leading California in team 
defense in 1996, Hancock figures to be even 
stronger with the return of Ailao Isaako (6-6, 280), 
Steve Kapphahn (6-3, 270) and redshirt George 
Heather (6-5, 275) up front. William Peabody (6- 
1, 270) and Steve Canidate (6-3, 295) return to 
the offensive line. 
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19977: YEAR OF THE QB 


By Bill Buchalter 

T’S BOOM TIME. THAT IS, IF YOU'RE A HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR, 

and you play quarterback. Most college recruiters have taken 
Horace Greeley’s advice and gone West, where pro-styled passers 
stand tall like the neighboring timber. But the truth is QBs are every- 
where. In the East, for example, there’s Ronald Curry, the pride of 
Tidewater out of Hampton, Va. In the South, there’s a pair of 6-foot- 
5 throwers in Keith Matkins of West Charlotte, N.C., and Tyler 


Watts of Pelham, Ala. Cruise to the Midwest and you'll find 6-4 
Drew Henson of Brighton, Mich., arguably America’s finest thrower 
who also is a big-time baseball talent. And in the West, well, there's a 
ton led by a pair of familiar names in Taylor Barton and Luke Huard 
plus one of the nation’s great athletes in Jason Thomas. 

Barton, from Beaverton, Ore., is the son of former NFL quarter- 
back Greg Barton. Huard, of Puyallup, Wash., comes from a family 


of quarterbacks and has a brother, Brock, starting at Washington. 


(alphabetically, includes middle atlantic, Virginia north) 


NAME, POSITION HTT, HOMETOWN/.H.S. LOWDOWN 

D. Armstrong, DL 6-3/260 Doylestown, Pa./Cent. Bucks West 4-year standout 

B. Blizzard, WR 6-6/215 Hampton, Va. All-Tidewater with 25 catches 

J. Chapman, WR 6-2/195 Wash., D.C./Anacostia All-Metro DC who catches in a crowd 

Q. Collins, DB 6-0/175 Col., Md./Wilde Lake All Metro DC cover guy with great speed 

R, Curry, QB 6-3/195 Hampton, Va. Passed for 2,293 yards and 36TDs, rushed for 902 and 29 TDsplus scored another 11 TDs 
via kick, INT and blocked FG retums 

J. Dirting, WR 6-1/180 Martinsburg, W.Va. All-state pick has great hands 

M. Easley, DB 6-1/190 Ridgefield, N.J. Has rep as big hitter 

TFall, OL/DL 6-4/265 Damascus, Md, All-Metro DC pick on defense and all-league blocker for one of best QBs in EastG. Felder, DL 
6-4/295 Berwick, Pa. Best at his school since Ron Powlus 

A. Harris, RB 5-11/190 Downingtown, Pa. Has bloodlines with brother at Penn State 

Vir Hobson, LB 6-2/225 Phil., Pa./St. Joseph Best talent in Philly 

J. Houseright, LB 6-3/205 Gate City, Va. One of top five prospects in Commonwealth 

R. Irwin, LB 6-2/225 Erie, Pa./McDowell Best from his area in last 25 years 

B. Jefferson, OL 6-3/250? Jefferson Forest, Va. Emerging as best blocker in the region 

E. Johnson, OL 6-7/285 Newton, Pa./Council Rock One of biggest blockers in the East 

J. Kennedy, OL 6-5/310 Yonkers, N.Y./Roosevelt 1st team all-state wide-bodied sleeper 

Erroll Maurice, AP 6-1/175 Old Saybrook, Conn. Potential star at either W/DB/RB 

I. Nielsen, DL 6-4/250 Old Colony, Mass. One of best defenders in NE 

L. Oliver, RB/AP 5-9/165 Hartford, Conn./Weaver Scored state record 35 TDs 

D. Rossi, LB 6-3/204 Patchogue, N.Y. All-state as a junior 

M. Senneca, QB 6-5/215 Allentown, Pa./Cent. Catholic A towering talent 

R. Scarolla, OL 6-6/305 Murraysville, Pa./Franklin Reg. Agile for a big man 

M. Schmitt, OL 6-5/280 Hampton, Pa. Arguably best blocker in East ' 

D. Terrell, WR 6-3/200 Richmond, Va./Huguenot Heir apparent as best receiver in Va. 

M. Walker, WR: 6-4/190 Syracuse, N.Y./Henninger All-state as junior with 39 rec., 12 TDs 


SouthEast Top 25 


(includes Carolinas) 


HT/WT. HOMETOWN/.H.S. LOWDOWN 
A. Battle, QB/AP 6-0/185 Shreveport, La./Byrd Ran and passed for 2,000 yards 
St. Bellisari, QB/DB 6-2/195 Boca Raton, Fla. Smart, intense prospect; brother started for Ohio State 
T. Bierria, DB 6-4/185 Slidell, La./Salmen All-state pick with 8 INTs 
M. Blakely, OL 6-3/250 Lexington, S.C. Best center prospect in deep south 
J.Burns, RB 5-10/190 Thomasville, Ga. AAA PlayerThomas Co. Cent. of Year rushed for nearly 2,000 yds 
D. Caldwell, QB 6-0/190 Tampa, Fla./Jefferson Ran and passed for 3,000+ 
M, Campbell, RB 5-10/180 Alexandria, Ala. 4-year all-state with more than 5,000 career rushing yards 
C, Cooper, LB 6-0/240 Harvey, La/ All-Metro New Orleans, all.W. Jefferson mention, credited with state more than 100 tackles 
A. Deal, OL 6-7/270 Ft. Walton Bch, Fla./Choctawhatchee Impressed Florida-Georgia game coaches on film 
S. Finney, LB 6-4/225 Shelby, N.C./Crest All-state competitor with 100+ tackles 
E. Graham, RB §-11/215 Cape Coral, Fla./ Rushed for 1,900 yards Mariner 
H. Green, OL/DL 6-6/308 Donaldsonville, La. All-state mention on both sides of ball 
J. Henderson, DL 6-7/265 Nashville, Tenn./Pearl-Cohn Credited with 11 sacks, also D-1 basketball prospect 
C. Hope, DB/RB 6-0/180 Rock Hill, S.C./ One of three juniors on all-state Northwestern also RB with 1,200 rushing yards 
B. Jackson, LB 6-3/250 Louisville, Ky./ Earned all-Southern honors as St. Xavier junior 
D. Johnson, DL 6-7/265 Harrodsburg, Ky. 4-year all-state, 16 sacks, also hoops, track star 
K. Matkins, QB 6-5/195 West Charlotte, N.C. Passed for 3,400 yards, 41 TDs, also hoops star 
K. Moorhead, DL 6-3/260 Memphis, Tenn./Melrose Versatile big man who can run 
J. Stinchcomb, OL 6-6/265 Lilburn, Ga./Parkview Follows in brother's cleats as best blocking prospect in his state 
E. Strong, LB 6-3/215 Batesville, Miss./South Panola Lone junior on all-state team with 115 tackles 
T. Watts, QB 6-5/215 Pelham, Ala. Considered state’s top OB prospect since P. Tom Willis 
A. Williams, LB 6-4/225 Tampa, Fla./Hillsborough Had 20 tackles in state title game 
B. Williams, OL 6-5/310 Kissimmee, Fla./Osceola Also star shot put and discus thrower 
W. Witherspoon, DE 6-3/215 Springfield, Fla./ Benches more than 350 and has long jumped 23 feet 
B, Wynne, OL 6-4/290 New Orleans, La./Jesuit Big school all-stater 
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Thomas, from Compton, Calif, Dominguez, not only is a 230-pound _ giants are 6-7 John Henderson of Nashville, Tenn., Pearl-Cohn, and 6 
quarterback, but a D-1 prospect as a linebacker or a basketball forward. Dennis Johnson of Harrodsburg, Ky. 

Conversely, the list of talented quarterbacks is offset by an average Not everything is big about the Class of 97. Running back/kic 
crop of wide receivers. However, the QBs should be happy about the _ returner/corner Latroy Oliver of Hartford Weaver is only 5-9 and 16 
abundance of big linemen, especially those assigned to protect them. But he scored a state-record 35 touchdowns (32 rushing, | punt return, 


Wheting appetites on the menu are a pair of 6-7 blockers like Blake 
Worley of Mission Viejo, Calif., Capistrano Valley and Aaron Deal of 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla., Choctawhatchee. A pair of athletic defensive 


Midwest Top 25 


(includes Texas, Arkansas but not Oklahoma) 


fumble return, 1 receiving) and rushed for 2,428 yards. 


Bill Buchalter covers prep sports for the Orlando Sentinel. 


NAME,POSITION HTJWT. HOMETOWN/.H.S. LOWDOWN 

D. Burk, OB 6-1/170 Tuscola, Ill. All-state pick with 33 TD passes 

T. Clemens, LB 6-3/215 Dubuque, lowa/Wahlert Only junior on big school defensive all-state 

J. Crawford, RB 6-2/215 Springfield, Mo./Kickapoo Big school all-state pick 

M. Flowers, WR 5-11/170 Dallas, Texas/Skyline One of top sprinters in nation 

B. Gay, RB 6-2/205 Spring, Texas District player of year, ran for nearly 2,000 yds 
D.J. Groce, DB 5-10/180 Lakewood, Ohio/St. Edwards 7 career INTs 

E. Hamilton, RB 5-9/180 Racine Park, Wis. Lone junior on all-state team; ran for 1,400 yds 
D. Henson, OB 6-4/210 Brighton, Mich, Also big-time baseball talent 

M.Holliday, OB 6-4/210 Stillwater, Okla. Classic dropback prospect; all-state mention 
S. Howard, DL 6-6/275 Bridgeport, Texas Great speed for man of his size 

Ry. Iverson, DB 6-2/185 Eden Prairie, Minn. 6 INTs, all-Metro Minneapolis 

C. Jefferson, DB 6-0/175 Dallas, Texas/Carter Another great athlete from storied program 

C. Keown, WR 6-3/185 Evansville, Ind./Memorial Caught 53 passes, also elusive KR 

R.J. Luke, TE 6-3/225 Aurora, Ill./Waubonsie Valley 60 rec.for 965 yards, 8 TDs 

T. Lopienski, FB 6-3/235 Stow, Ohio/Walsh Jesuit Pure fullback was all-state as junior 

C. Morgan, FB 6-4/220 Massillon Ohio Great speed for pure FB, rushed for 1,100 yards 
K. Peterson, DE 6-4/247 Canton, Ohio/McKinley Defensive player of year in his division as junior 
D. Petruziello, TE/DL 6-6/260 Mentor Lake, Ohio/Catholic 26 rec., good blocker, 2nd on team in tackles 

S. Phillips, DL. 6-5/255 Sugarland, Texas/The Dulles Had nearly 100 tackles 

C. Redding, OL 6-4/310 Galena Park, Texas/Northshore All-Greater Houston mention 

A.T. Simpson, WR/DB 6-4/185 Indianapolis, Ind./Cathedral, All-State as DB, Big 33 pick as DB 

M. Spencer, RB 6-1/215 Blaine, Minn Big back with 1,400 rushing yards 

J. Thornhill, LB 6-2/225 Lansing, Mich/Eastern Versatile athlete who can play several positions 
J.M. Toombs, FB 6-1/235 Kilgore, Texas Big time fullback prospect with size, speed 

V. Webber, RB 5-10/190 Elgin, Ill./Larkin All-state with 2,000 rushing yards, 32 TDs 


(includes Oklahoma, but not Texas, Arkansas) 


NAME,POSITION HT/WT. HOMETOWN/.H.S. LOWDOWN 

M. Ainsworth, DB 6-0/185 Monrovia, Calif. Among state INT leaders with 8 

1. Aleaga, DL 6-3/275 Aiea, Hawaii All-state pick who dominates his league 

J. Brooks, DE 6-4/245 Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. Hard-nosed player had 14.5 sacks 

An. Banks, DU/LB 6-3/265 Lincoln, Neb./Southeast All-star projected to play down at next level 
T. Barton, QB 6-2/175 Beaverton, Ore. Dad played in NFL; has rifle arm 

M. Belisle, OL 6-6/290 Marshfield, Ore. Big man who can move 

G. Casey, OL/DL 6-7/290 Milwaukie, Ore. One of biggest and best blockers in the West 
S. Cutlip, QB 6-2/185 Arvada, Colo./West Big school all-state; threw for 1,200 yards 
D. Confer, RB/DB 5-11/180 San Diego, Calif./Mission Bay All-Cal multipurpose athlete 

J. Fargas, RB 5-11/185 Sherman Oaks, Calif/Notre Dame Rushed for 2,970 yards, 38 TDs 

C. Hanks, RB/DB 6-0/180 Los Angeles, Calif./Cathedral Best at his school in decades 

L. Huard, OB 6-4/215 Puyallup, Wash. Has bloodlines and strong throwing arm 

J. Jones, OB 6-5/210 Walla Walla, Wash. Passed for 900 yards on run-oriented team 
E. Langford, OL/DE 6-3/235 Wichita, Kan./West Honors winner on both sides of the ball 

S. Leasure, DL 6-4/275 Port Washington, Wash. Two-way all-league selection 

J. Lohr, DL 6-3/260 Jenks, Okla. Lone junior on all-state team 

M. McNair, FB/LB 6-1/220 Santa Ana, Calif./Mater Dei All-Cal true fullback, is solid LB 

C. Pierre-Antoine, LB 6-3/225 Seattle, Wash/0’Dea Versatile all-around athlete 

R. Ross, WR §-10/170 Denver, Colo./Jefferson Big school all-state with sprinter’s speed 
M. Saffer, OL 6-6/280 Tucson, Ariz./Sabino Super all-state pick who plays both ways 
J. Slechter, DE 6-5/245 Papillion, Neb./LaVista Credited with 20 tackles for loss 
B.Spielman, OL 6-3/255 Merced, Calif./Golden Valley Best center in the West 

J. Thomas, QB/LB 6-4/230 Compton, Calif./Dominguez Also a big hoops prospect 

R. Williams, DB 6-2/190 Logan City, Calif./Union All-Cal underclass pick 

B. Worley, OL 6-7/270 Mission Viejo, Calif./Capistrano Valley All-Cal; has great footwork 
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Statistical Leaders 96 


All-Purpose Yards 


Name, School Rush Rec. PR Yds. Yds/G 
1. T. Davis, lowa St. 2185 61 0 118 2364 214.91 
2. B. Hanspard, Texas Tech 2084 192 0 0 2276 = 206.91 
3. C. Dillon, Washington 1555 273 0 357 2185 198.64 
4,+K. Faulk, LSU 1282 «(1340-375 313 2104 = 191.27 
5. +S. Massey, C. Michigan 1544 103 0 159 1806 180.60 
6. J. Henley, Kansas 1349215 0 209 1773. 177.30 
7. +S. Harley, E. Carolina 1745 199 0 0 1944 176.73 
8. T. Barber, Virginia 1360 «258 «241 0 1859 169.00 
9,L. Johnson,N.Carolina 913 381 191 347 1832 166.55 

10, +R. Dayne, Wisconsin 1863 133 0 0 1996 166.33 


1. T, Davis, lowa St. 402 2185 5.4 198.64 
2. B. Hanspard, Texas Tech 339 2084 6.1 189.45 
3. +S. Harley, E. Carolina 307 1745 5.7 158.64 
4, +R. Dayne, Wisconsin 295 1863 6.3 155.25 
5. +S. Massey, C, Michigan 312 1544 49 154.40 
6. C. Dillon, Washington 271 1555 5.7 141.36 
7. D. Autry, Northwestern 263 1386 5.3 138,60 
8.D. Thompson, Oklahoma St. 293 1524 5.2 138.55 
9. B. Morgan, Air Force 225 1494 6.6 135.82 
10. J. Henley, Kansas 302 1349 45 134.90 


Comp. Yds. 1 
1.5. Sarkisian, BYU 252 37 32 177.3 
2.B, Blanton, San Diego St. 344 227 3221 29 169.6 
3. D. Wuerffel, Florida 325 187 3224 33 167.6 
4, J. Wallwork, Wyoming 424 270 3808 31 157.6 
5, +J. Dutton, Nevada 334 222 2750 22 153.8 
6.P. Barnes, California 420 250 3499 KI 150.1 
7.+P. Manning, Tennessee 380 243 3287 20 147.7 
8. M. Fouts, Utah 302 17 2526 21 147.2 
9, +R, Clement, Miami (Fla.) 246 148 1983 18 147.1 
10. B. Baldwin, Ball St. 205 121 1703 14 146.5 
Total Offense 
Name, School Plays Yds. YdsJ/G 
1. J. Wallwork, Wyoming 484 3911 355.55 
2.R. Fien, Idaho 514 3597 327.00 
3.P. Barnes, California 506 3416 310,55 
4,+J. Denton, UNLV 594 3629 302.42 
5. J. Martin, Louisiana Tech 440 3321 301.91 
6, B. Blanton, San Diego St. 414 3161 287.36 
7. +P. Manning, Tennessee 422 3156 286.91 
8, S, Sarkisian, BYU 442 3726 286.62 
9. K. Detmer, Colorado 399 3150 286.36 
10. D. Wuerffel, Florida 374 3135 285.00 
Receiving Receptions 
Name, School G Rec. Yds. Rec/G 
1.D. Wilkins, Nevada 1 114 1121 10.36 
2. M. Harris, Wyoming 1 103 1532 9.36 
3. +G. Noisy, Nevada n 98 1435 8.91 
4.C. Mackey, Louisiana Tech 11 85 1466 7.73 
5. +N. Jenkins, Utah St. " 82 1397 7.45 
6. +B. Stokley, SW Louisiana 11 81 1160 7.36 
7. +B. Roberson, Fresno St. 11 78 1248 7.09 
8. W. Blackwell, San Diego St. 9 60 1000 6.67 
9, +R. Allen, C. Michigan 10 66 1229 6.60 
10. K. Lockett, Kansas St. 11 72 882 6.55 
Receiving Yards 
Name, School G Rec, Yds. Yds/G 
1. M. Harris, Wyoming 11 103 1532 139.27 
2.C. Mackey, Louisiana Tech 11 85 1466 133.27 
3.+G. Noisy, Nevada 1 98 1435 130.45 
4, +N. Jenkins, Utah St. nN 82 1397 127.00 
5. +R, Allen, C. Michigan 10 66 1229 122.90 
6. B. Roberson, Fresno St. 11 78 1248 113.45 
7.W. Blackwell, San Diego St. 9 60 1000 114.11 
8, +E. Baker, Kent 11 1215 110.45 
9. +A. Wilson, Idaho n 65 1203 109.36 
10.+B. Stokley, SW Louisiana = 11 81 1160 105.45 


Based on final regular-season total 
Italic type = Player renounced eligibility and entered NFL draft 
+ = Retuming Player 
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School i) XP FG Pts, Pts/G 
1. €. Dillon, Washington 23 0 0 138 12.55 
2. T. Davis, lowa St. 21 0 0 126 11.45 
3. C. Branch, Colorado St. 22 0 0 132 11.00 
4, T. Battle, Arizona St. 20 0 0 120 10.91 
4. +S. Hicks, UCLA 20 0 0 120 10.91 
6. J. Henley, Kansas 18 0 0 108 10.80 
7. +D. Shea, Nevada 0 55 20 115 10.45 
8. B. Morgan, Air Force 18 0 0 108 9.82 
8. +S. Irvin, Michigan St. 18 0 0 108 9.82 
10.+S. Massey, C.Michigan 16 2 0 98 9.80 


interceptions | 


Name, School G No, Yds, ™ Int/G 
1. +D. Bly, N. Carolina n 11 141 1 1.00 
2. +B. Lee, Wyoming 1 8 68 0 73 
3. K. Herring, Penn St. 12 13 64 0 58 
4, +C. McAlister, Arizona 11 6 103 1 55 
4. D. Robinson, lowa n 6 99 0 55 
4. D. Montgomery, Houston ab 6 87 0 55 
4.H. Lusk, Utah 11 6 86 0 55 
4.+R. McDonald, New Mexico 11 6 78 1 55 

Average 

Name, School No, Avg. 
1. B. Marinangel, Vanderbilt 7 46.57 
2.N, Prefontaine, San Diego St. 48 46.54 
3. A. Russ, Mississippi St. 53 46.53 
4, T. Atteberry, Baylor 60 46.35 
5. Tucker Phillips, Rice 53 45.91 
6. B. Maynard, Ball St. 59 45,85 
7. +J. Wren, Southern Cal 66 45.55 
8. M. Harris, lowa St. 51 45.33 
9. R. Longwell, California 60 45.23 

10. J. Krueger, Duke 58 45.16 


Name, School No. Yds, TO Avg. 
1. +A. Rossum, Notre Dame 15 344 3 22.93 
2. +T. Dwight, lowa 22 417 2 18.95 
3. J. Dye, BYU 20 352 2 17.60 
4, +K. Faulk, LSU 24 375 1 15.63 
5. +K. Douglas, E. Michigan 12 183 1 15.25 
6. +L. Childs, San Diego St. 22 332 0 15.09 
7. +C. Smith, New Mexico 14 200 1 14.29 
8. +T. Fair, Tennessee 29 400 2 13.79 
9. B, Roberson, Fresno St. 24 330 1 13.75 
10. T. Banks, Miami (Ohio) 29 395 0 13.62 
Kickoff Returns 
Name, School No, Yds. mT Avg. 
1. T. Mack, Miami (Fla.) 13 514 1 39,54 
2. T. Battle, Arizona St. 17 528 2 31.06 
3. +P. Johnson, Oregon 12 368 1 30.67 
4, +E. Booth, Southern Miss 12 352 0 29.33 
5. C. Johnson, UTEP 25 729 1 29.16 
6. +Rodnick Phillips, SMU 22 618 1 28.09 
7. J. Avery, Mississippi 17 473 2 27.82 
8. T. Knox, W. Michigan 25 690 1 27.60 
9, +J, Turner, Syracuse 23 633 1 27.52 
10. T. Banks, Miami (Ohio) 19 518 1 27.26 
Field Goals 
Name, School FGA FG Pct. F/G 
1.R. Garcia, Virginia 27 21 778 1.91 
2. M. Primanti, N.C. State 20 20 1.000 1.82 
2.+ D, Shea, Nevada 22 20 909 1.82 
2.+J. Anderson, Tulsa 28 20 14 1.82 
5.+C. Wedel, Wyoming 24 19 792 1.73 
6. +C. Gardner, Michigan St. 22 une 773 1.55 
7. J. Parker, Army 18 15 833 1.50 
7. +K. Bryant, Texas A&M 23 18 .783 1.50 
7.B. Conway, Penn St. 24 18 .750 1.50 
10. S. Bentley, Florida St. 18 16 889 1.45 
10. P. Dawson, Texas 2 16 762 1.45 
10. R. Hamilton, Michigan 21 16 762 1.45 


Bowl Results 


Bowl 

Las Vegas 

Jeep Eagle Aloha 
Weiser Lock Copper 
Carquest Bow! 

‘St. Jude Liberty 
Peach 

Builders Sq. Alamo 
Plymouth Holiday 
FedEx Orange 

Sun 

Poulan/W.E. Indep. 
Toyota Gator 
Outback 

Cotton 

CompUSA Citrus 
Tostitos Fiesta 
Rose 


Nokia Sugar 
* Payout Per Team 


Date 
Dec. 19 
Dec. 25 
x Dec. 27 
Dec. 27 
Dec. 27 
Dec. 28 
Dec. 29 
Dec. 30 
Dec. 31 
Dec. 31 
Dec. 31 
Jan. 
Jan.1 
Jan.1 
Jan. 1 
Jan. 1 
Jan. 
Jan. 2 


Location 
Las Vegas, Nev. 


Honolulu, Hawaii 


Tucson, Ariz. 


Miami, Fla. 


Memphis, Tenn. 


Atlanta, Ga. 


San Antonio, Texas 
San Diego, Calif. 


Miami, Fla. 
El Paso, Texas 
Shreveport, La. 


Jacksonville, Fla. 


Tampa, Fla. 
Dallas, Texas 
Orlando, Fla, 
Tempe, Ariz. 


Pasadena, Calif. 
New Orleans, La. Florida 52, Florida St. 20 


Teams/Score 

Nevada 18, Ball State 15 

Navy 42, California 38 
Wisconsin 38, Utah 10 

Miami 31, Virginia 21 

Syracuse 30, Houston 17 

LSU 10, Clemson 7 

lowa 27, Texas Tech 0 

Colorado 33, Washington 21 
Nebraska 41, Virginia Tech 21 
‘Stanford 38, Michigan St. 0 
Aubum 32, Army 29 

North Carolina 20, W. Virginia 13 
Alabama 17, Michigan 14 

BYU 19, Kansas St. 15 
Tennessee 48, Northwestern 28 
Penn St. 38, Texas 15 

Ohio St. 20, Arizona St. 17 


$800,000 
$750,000 

$1 Million 
$750,000 
$1.13 Million 
$1 Million 
$1.7 Million 
$8.33 Million 
$900,000 
$750,000 
$1.3 Million 
‘$1.5 Million 
$2.5 Million 
$3 Million 
$8.58 Million 
$8.2 Million 
$8.33 Million 


Final 1996 College Football Polls 


First Place Votes In Parenthesis 


Associated Press 
Team Record 
1. Florida (65.5) 12-1 
2. Ohio State (1.5) 11-1 
3. Florida State = 11-1 
4, Arizona State 11-1 
5. BYU 14-1 
6. Nebraska 11-2 
7. Penn State 11-2 
8, Colorado 10-2 
9, Tennessee 10-2 
10. North Carolina 10-2 
11. Alabama 10-3 
12. Louisiana State 10-2 
13.VirginiaTech 10-2 
14.Miami(Fla) 9-3 
15.Northwestern 9-3 
16. Washington 9-3 
17. Kansas State 9-3 
18. lowa 9-3 
19. Notre Dame 8-3 
20. Michigan 8-4 
21. Syracuse 9-3 
22. Wyoming 10-2 
23. Texas 8-5 
24, Auburn 8-4 
25. Army 10-2 


USA Today/CNN 
Pts, Team Record 
1,673.5 1. Florida (58) 12-1 
1,585.5 2. Ohio State (4) 11-1 
1,529 3. Florida State 11-1 
1,486 4, Arizona State 11-1 
1,360 5. BYU 14-1 
1,316 6, Nebraska 11-2 
1,293 7. Penn State 11-2 
1,228 8. Colorado 10-2 
1,172 9, Tennessee 10-2 
1,070 10. North Carolina 10-2 
977 11, Alabama 10-3 
849 12. Virginia Tech 10-2 
786 13. Louisiana State 10-2 
690 | 14.Miami(Fla.) 9-3 
663 15, Washington 9-3 
643 16.Northwestem 9-3 
625 17. Kansas State 9-3 
535 18. lowa 9-3 
511 19, Syracuse 9-3 
466 20. Michigan 8-4 
451 21. Notre Dame 8-3 
314 22. Wyoming 10-2 
169 23, Texas 8-5 
130 24. Army 10-2 
71 25. Aubum 8-4 


S888e 


BESSeReesese 


746 


OTHERS RECEIVING VOTES: W. Virginia 43, OTHERS RECEIVING VOTES: W. Virginia 85, 
E. Carolina 37, So. Miss, 22, Stanford 16, Navy 76, Virginia 30, Stanford 24, E. 
Wisconsin 14, San Diego State 4, Virginia Carolina 19, Wisconsin 15, So. Miss. 13, 
Nevada 5, San Diego St. 5, Clemson 4, 


3, Clemson 2. 


Texas Tech 2. 


Final Conference Standings 


School 
Florida State 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Virginia 
Georgia Tech 
Maryland 
N.C. State 
Wake Forest 
Duke 


School 
Virginia Tech 
Miami (Fla.) 
Syracuse 
West Virginia 
Pittsburgh 
Boston College 
Rutgers 
Temple 


School 

Ohio State 
Northwestem 
Penn State 
lowa 
Michigan 
Michigan State 
Wisconsin 
Purdue 
Minnesota 
Indiana 
Minois 


SCAwwnaaaae 


eo-nwaaaae 


saas-neonaaorw = 


Atlantic Coast 

Conference Overall 
L PF PA Ww L PF 
0 314 71 ui 0 426 
2 240 76 9 2 337 
2 164 «(156 7 4 238 
3 219° «112 7 4 320 
4 157-161 5 6 220 
5 118 = 205 5 6 187 
5 199 285 3 8 268 
7 79 = 287 3 8 144 
8 105 9242 0 n 162 

Big East 
Conference Overall 
L PF PA Ww L PF 
1 220 «111 10 u 349 
1 23300111 8 3 337 
1 291 = 105 8 3 407 
3 181 = 112 8 3 258 
4 121. 242 4 7 214 
5 138 = 220 5 7 264 
6 78 «238 2 9 143 
7 140 «263 1 10 218 
Big Ten 

Conference Overall 
L PF PA Ww L PF 
1 264 91 10 1 435 
1 215 = 182 9 2 308 
2 224 «174 10 2 362 
2 2332183 8 3 312 
3 185 131 8 3 263 
3 277—«179 6 5 358 
5 190 203 7 5 339 
6 146 248 3 8 194 
7 145 «281 4 7 236 
7 181 268 3 8 242 
7 149-269 2 9 190 


School 
North 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
Kansas State 
Missouri 
Kansas 

lowa State 


= 


=Naeare 


School 

South 

Texas 

Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 
Baylor 


snrenon = 


School 

Nevada 

Utah State 
Idaho 

North Texas 
Boise State 
New Mexico St. 


onwwnat 


School 
Southern Miss 
Houston 
Cincinnati 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Tulane 


annneaae 


Big 12 
Conference 
L PF PA Ww 
1 392. «111 10 
1 221 126 9 
2 197 162 9 
5 197 307 5 
6 171-286 4 
7 221 299 2 
L PF PA w 
2 354 «196 8 
3 197 149 7 
4 174 «174 6 
5 193 290 3 
6 159-281 5 
7 186 0-281 4 
Big West 
Conference 
L PF PA Ww 
1 238 «= (106 8 
1 175 = 130 6 
2 167 112 6 
2 93 105 5 
4 121 231 2 
5 86 196 1 
Conference USA 
Conference 
L PF PA Ww 
1 141 108 8 
1 171 124 7 
3 88 100 6 
3 57 = 102 5 
3 65 $2 4 
4 109105 2 


ornoanror 
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School 

Ball State 
Toledo 
Miami (Ohio) 
Ohio 

C. Michigan 
Akron 
Bowling Green 
E. Michigan 
W. Michigan 
Kent 


School 
Arizona St. 
Washington 
Stanford 
UCLA 
California 
Oregon 
Southern Cal 
Arizona 
Washington St. 
Oregon St. 


School 
Eastern 
Florida 
Tennessee 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 


Western 

LSU 

Alabama 
Auburn 
Mississippi St. 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 


School 
Pacific 
Wyoming 
San Diego St. 
Colorado St. 
Air Force 
Fresno St. 
San Jose St. 
Hawaii 

UNLV 


Mountain 
BYU 

Utah 

Rice 

SMU 

New Mexico 
TCU 

Tulsa 

UTEP 


School 

Army 

Navy 

E. Carolina 
Notre Dame 
La. Tech 
Ala.-Birm. 
Central Florida 
NE Louisiana 
‘SW Louisiana 
Arkansas St. 
Northern Illinois 


CNHOWEADS sswonnon = NNwWRAD cwunmnari08e® = sAwwwwnwnar]8.= SHRNwowwoRaaanne= 


sa aaAaNnneno= 


Mid-American 


Conference 
L PF PA Ww 
1 217121 8 
2 153-134 7 
2 229 90 6 
3 209 = 107 6 
4 251 239 5 
5 116 «= 193 4 
5 130 176 4 
5 183185 3 
6 151 200 2 
7 171 365 2 
Pac-10 
Conference 
L PF PA Ww 
0 344 (182 1 
1 268 140 9 
3 174 (196 6 
4 257° (245 5 
5 224 = =—288 6 
5 2690271 6 
5 210 211 6 
5 226 © 256 5 
5 205 230 5 
7 125 = 283 2 
SEC 
Conference 
L PF PA Ww 
0 421 142 1 
1 275 = 113 9 
4 171-170 6 
5 189° 224 5 
5 118 = 260 4 
8 65 198 2 
2 192 145 9 
3 234 145 9 
4 247224 7 
5 1360181 5 
6 96 228 5 
6 88 202 4 
Western Athletic 
Conference 
L PF PA Ww 
2 341 180 10 
2 300 © ©209 8 
2 248 = 169 7 
3 3160 «171 6 
5 199 245 4 
5 168 273 3 
7 100 «315 2 
7 211 320 1 
0 347142 13 
2 224 = 199 8 
2 261 = 194 7 
4 180 211 5 
5 237-233 6 
5 167 208 4 
6 178 =©259 4 
8 129 (278 2 
Independents 
L PF 
1 350 
3 350 
3 316 
.3 407 
5 351 
6 266 
6 277 
6 192 
6 304 
7 272 
10 157 
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Overall 
PF 
281 
210 
273 
302 
351 
175 
176 
210 
208 
255 


314 
216 


Overall 
PF 


559 
389 
245 
230 
138 
122 


325 
299 
366 
249 
203 
174 


Overall 


ABC 
Aug.23 Oklahoma at Northwestern 
Aug. 24 Wisconsin at Syracuse 
Aug. 30 Miami (Fla.) at Baylor 
UCLA at Wash. St. 
Sept.6 Tennessee at UCLA 
Florida St. at Southern Cal 
Sept. 13 Colorado at Michigan 
UCLA at Texas 
Sept.20 Nebraska at Washington 
Arizona at Ohio State 
Florida St. at Clemson 
Sept. 27 Notre Dame at Michigan 
Oct.4 Miami at Florida St. 
Notre Dame at Stanford 
Oct.11 Ohio St. at Penn St. 
Southern Cal at Arizona St. 
Oklahoma at Texas 
Oct.18 Mich. St. at Northwestern 
Washington at Arizona 
Oct. 25 Colorado at Texas 
Northwestern at Ohio St. 
Nov.1 Southern Cal at Washington 
Oklahoma at Nebraska 
Nov. 8 Michigan at Penn St. 
Nov. 15 Washington at UCLA 
Michigan at Wisconsin’ 
Nov. 22 Ohio St. at Michigan 
Nov. 28 Texas at Texas A&M 
Nebraska at Colorado’ 
Nov. 29 Penn St. at Michigan St. 
Georgia at Georgia Tech 
Dec. 6 Big 12 Championship 
WAC Championship 
SEC Championship 
cBS 
Sept. 13 Arizona at Miami 
South Carolina at Georgia 
Illinois at Louisville 
Sept. 20 Penn St. at Louisville 
Tennessee at Florida 
Sept.27 — W, Virginia at Miami (Fla.) 
Southern Miss at Alabama 
Oct.4 Arkansas at Florida 
Ga. Tech at Boston College 
Oct.11 Notre Dame at Pittsburgh 
Georgia at Tennessee 
Oct. 18 Miami (Fla.) at B.C. 
Florida at Auburn 
Oct. 25 Mississippi at Alabama 
Virginia Tech at West Virginia 
Houston at Louisville 
Nov. 1 Georgia at Florida 
Pittsburgh at Boston College 
Nov. 8 LSU at Alabama 
Boston College at Syracuse 
Nov. 15 Notre Dame at LSU 
Nov. 22 Florida State at Florida 
Nov. 28 Pittsburgh at W. Virginia 
Arkansas at LSU 
Nov. 29 Vanderbilt at Tennessee 
Syracuse at Miami 
Dec. 6 Army at Navy . 
ESPN 
ESPN Thursday Night 
Sept.4 Auburn at Virginia 
Sept.11 Alabama at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 18 Miami at Pittsburgh 
Sept. 25 N.C. St. at Wake Forest 
Oct. 2 Utah at Fresno St. 


Oct.9 Syracuse at Rutgers 
Oct.30 N. Carolina at Georgia Tech 


Nov. 6 Arkansas at Ole Miss 
Nov.13 Cincinnati at East Carolina 
Nov. 20 SMU at TCU 
ESPN Saturday Afternoon 
Aug. 30 Virginia Tech at Rutgers 
Sept. 13 W. Virginia at B.C. 
Sept. 20 Baylor at Michigan 
Oct.11 Northwestern at Michigan 
ESPN Saturday Primetime 
Aug. 30 Texas Tech at Tennessee 
Sept.13 Syracuse at Virginia Tech 
LSU at Mississippi St. 
Sept. 20 Auburn at LSU 
Oct.4 — Wisconsin at Northwestern 
Oct. 11 Florida at LSU 
Oct. 18 Tennessee at Alabama 
Oct. 25 Florida St. at Virginia 
Nov. 1 West Virginia at Syracuse 
Nov. 8 Florida St. at N. Carolina 
Nov, 22 Alabama at Auburn 
Nov. 29 Virginia Tech at Virginia 
Notre Dame at Hawaii 
ESPN2 Saturday Afternoon 
Aug. 30 N.C. St. at Syracuse 


Sept. 6 East Carolina at West Virginia 
Sept. 13 Mississippi at Auburn 
Sept.20 San Diego St. at Wisconsin 
Oct. 11 Illinois at Wisconsin 


ESPN2 Saturday Primetime 
Aug. 30 Southern Miss at Florida 
Sept. 6 Indiana at North Carolina 
Sept.13 Stanford at North Carolina 
Utah at TCU 
Tulane at Syracuse 
Air Force at Colorado St. 
Sept. 27 Cincinnati at Boston College 
San Diego St. at Air Force 


Sept. 20 


ESPN Thrifty Car Rental Bowl Week 
Dec. 26 Motor City Bowl 
Dec.27 McDonald's Heritage Bow! 
Dec, 27 Copper Bowl 
Dec. 28 Poulan Weed Eater Ind. Bowl 


Dec. 29 Plymouth Holiday Bowl 
Dec. 30 Builders Square Alamo Bowl 
Dec. 31 Liberty Bowl 
Jan. 1 Outback Bowl 
Jan. 2 Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl 
ESPN2 Bowl Lineup 

Dec. 20 Las Vegas Bowl 
ESPN All-Star Games 

Jan.10 East-West Shrine Classic 
Jan, 18 Hooters Hula Bowl 
NBC 


Sept.6 Georgia Tech vs. Notre Dame 
Sept. 20 Michigan St. vs. Notre Dame 


Oct. 18 USC vs. Notre Dame 
Oct. 25 B.C. vs. Notre Dame 
Nov.1 Navy vs. Notre Dame 
Nov.22  W. Virginia vs. Notre Dame 
Nov. 29 Grambling vs. Southern 


Receive the information you need to W IN every 3 minutes! | 
* Scores for football, basketball, baseball, hockey, etc. as it happens, 
* Official Las Vegas lines updated all day long, ‘ 
* Weather Reports, 

* Injury Reports, 

* Great Situational Scoring, 


* stats & trends 


* scouting reports 
¢ Horse Racing, * injury reports 
¢ Headline News and Much More, * team logs 
* The Exclusive ATS SuperChannel ne 


* official rotation schedules 


which includes: 
Stats, * Sharp Money Moves, »* Free Selections. 


Call For A FREE Brochure and 2 Complimentary 
Issues Of The ATS Weekly Review 


G Es 
1-800-172-1281 .°— <==: 


Visit our website at: www.atswins.com 


Fax# (410) 602-0132 
1498 M. Reisterstown Rd. 
Suite 777 

Baltimore, MD 21208 


Resellers and conversions welcome! 


YOU’LL LEARN TO BE FOCUSED. 


3 50 > 
SGT. L. PETERSON. AGE 23. TANK CREWMAN 


SO WHEN 
YOU GET $40,000* FOR COLLEGE, YOU'LL BE READY. 


ARMY | 


BE ALL YOU CAN BE. 


*IF YOU QUALIFY FOR THE MONTGOMERY GI BILL PLUS THE ARMY COLLEGE FUND. CALL 1-800-USA-ARMY http://www.goarmy.com 


